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Beef on bone ban must 
stay, says health chief 


By Colin Brown and 
Charles Arthur 

HOPES FOR an early end to the 
beef-on-the-bone ban have 
been dashed by the new Chief 
Medical Officer, who has 
warned ministers that unboned 
beef could still pass “human 
. BSE” to the public. 

-' fl Professor Liam Donaldson’s 
report to the Agriculture Min' 
is ter, Nick Brown, will come as 
a serious blow to the beef in- 
dustry, which was struggling to 
regain its £500m export market 
after the ending last November 
of the European Union’s ban on 
British beef 

Professor Donaldson's rec- 
ommendation also presents a 
test of strength for Mr Brown, 
who has the final say on 
whether to continue the ban im- 
posed 13 months ago. A deci- 
sion by Mr Brown to lift the ban 
would echo the worst behaviour 
: the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Food (Maff) in the 
BSE crisis earlier this decade, 
when it frequently rode 
roughshod over Department 
of Health recommendations. 

Professor Donaldson, who 
. was appointed in September; 
J warns that there is still a dan- 
% ger of maternal transmission of 
' BSE from cow to calf, and ree- 
| ommends that no immediate 
j moves are made to lift the ban 
on sales of beef on the bone. He 
concludes that although the pre- 
sent risk from eating unboned 
, beefisi^arzero,lifttagtheban 
j wouldfotroducearisk,whidihe 
could not countenance. 

In the past three years, 35 
■ people in Britain have died of 
“new variant" Creutzfeldt 
Jakob disease, believed to have 
Jr pen caused by eating BSE- 
,5fected food. Most of the vic- 
tims have been under 40, and 
scientists suggest that the 
source of the infection was food 
: eaten before various offels were 
[ excluded from food in 1990. 
Nobody knows how many peo- 
ple will eventually succumb to 
the fetal disease. 

The beef-on-the-bone ban 
was introduced in December 
1997 after the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy Advisory Com- 
mittee (Seac) reported that 
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British butchers will still not be allowed to sell T-bone steaks, as the ban on selling beef on the bone is set to stay 
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there was a very small risk of 
infection through the nervous 
tissues, called dorsal root gan- 
glia, in the spinal column of 
joints of beef on the bone. But 
the committee did not directly 
recommend the ban: “Among 
our recommendations was to 
do nothing,” one member in- 
sisted last nighL 
Profossor Donaldson’s more 
cautious approach has de- 
lighted Whitehall critics of MafE, 
which had threatened to shelve 


the proposal for an independent 
Fbod Standards Agency until it 
was rescued by the intervention 
of Tony Blair. Margaret Beck- 
ett, Leader of the House, said 
last night thata draft Bill to set 
up the agency win be published 
next Wednesday. 

The Bill will allow a flat 
charge of about £2 a week to be 
raised for its running costs 
from 600,000 food outlets. It 
should reach the statute book 
in July around the time that the 


BSE inquiry is due to deliver Us 
findings. 

Professor Donaldson’s re- 
port will be seen as evidence 
that he will be a champion for 
consumers’ safely against pres- 
sure from the forming lobby, 
and that the Government is se- 
rious about tackling the Maff in- 
fluence over food safety. In 
future, he will report to the De- 
partment of Health and the 
Food Standards Agency. 

The Chief Medical Officer's 


latest advice is not, however, 
based on any new scientific 
evidence. Seac met last week 
but the continuation of the ban 
was not discussed The com- 
mittee last considered the mat- 
ter in December after whicb Sr 
John Pattis on, its chairman. 
said any decision about con- 
tinuing the ban should be 
“based on the science" - which 
suggested that the initially 
small risk had shrunk further. 

Ministers have yet to agree 


a response to Professor Don- 
aldson's report, but senior 
Whitehall sources said Mr 
Brown was likely to announce 
the beef-on-the-bone ban will 
stay for the foreseeable future. 

Though the number of BSE 
cases in Britain is felling, it is 
still higher than anywhere else 
in Europe. In 1998, there were 
2,651 cases; the youngest animal 
to develop it was bom in 1995 be- 
fore new safety measures on 
form feed were introduced 


Lib Dems’ pact with 
Blair is falling apart 


Viagra rules limit sex to 
once a week on NHS 


v -%’ Andrew Grice 

Political Editor 

TONY BLAIR and Paddy Ash- 
down were struggling last night 
to keep alive their policy of clos- 
er co-operation between their 
parties after the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader's decision to re- 
sign. Although they insisted 
Mr Ashdown’s departure would 
not affect their strategy, senior 
figures in both parties said 
privately that it was now in 
jeopardy. 

Cabinet heavyweights who 
oppose closer relations, in- 
cluding Jack Straw and John 
Prescott, believe Mr Ash- 
down’s resignation has finally 

buried any prospect of Mr Blair 
calling a referendum on elec- 
toral reform before the gener- 
al election. Plans to extend 
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the remit of the Cabinet com- 
mittee of senior Liberal De- 
mocrats and Labour ministers 
will run into the sand The 
leaders had hoped it would 
discuss the single currency 
and welfare reform. Mr Blair’s 
critics believe that relations 
with Labour will dominate the 
leadership contest A Blairite 
minister admitted Mr Ash- 


down’s decision was “bad 
news”, adding: “Tbny may have 
to pull back; he cannot be so for 
out in front of his party on eveiy 
issue." 

Yesterday Mr Blair told the 
Cabinet that co-operation with 
the Liberal Democrats would 
continue. Earlier he said: “Peo- 
ple want a different party pol- i 
itics today. They don’t want i 
parties stuck in rigid tribal 
boundaries." 

But Gordon Prentice, 
Labour MP for Plendle. warned 
“Wve got this incredible schiz- 
ophrenic attitude towards than 
[die liberal Democrats] where 
we can fight them on the 
ground and here at Westmin- 
ster we are developing policy 
jointly with them. That cannot 
survive Paddy Ashdown’s 
departure.” 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

THE NHS will pay for sex once 
a week- but only for a narrowly 
defined group of men with se- 
rious disabilities, Frank Dob- 
son, the 58-year-old Health 
Secretary, announced. 

The vast majority of the es- 
timated two million impotent 
men in Britain wiB have to pay 
privately for Viagra, which is ex- 
pected to cost £6 a pill from 
chemists, under prescribing 
guidelines issued yesterday. 
Even those who qualify for it on 
the NHS will be rationed to a 
maximum of one pill a week. 

The derision, which also af- 
fects all other impotence treat- 
ments that have been freely 
available without limit on the 
NHS up to now, outraged doc- 
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Frank Dobson: Rationing 

tors, who condemned it as 
“cniel and unethical". Fbr the 
first time it has brought the ra- 
tioning of NHS treatment, 
which ministers have consis- 
tency denied takes place, under 
the spotlight 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation told GPs to defy the Gov- 


ernment and prescribe Viagra 
to patients in clinical need until 
the guidelines take effect in six 
weeks - raising the prospect 
that thousands of men will get 
the pills, oily to have them with- 
drawn later. The BMA said it 
was unacceptable to discrimi- 
nate among patients, because 
the same condition had differ- 
ent causes. 

Mr Dobson acknowledged 
the decision had been made on 
financial grounds, becoming 
the first health minis ter open- 
ly to admit rationing a drug on 
the NHS, but said priority had 
tobe given to treatment erf can- 
cer and mental Alness. 

Mr Dobson challenged the 
BMA to come up with other 
ways (rf prescribing Viagra to all 
without the high costs. 

Why doctors are angry page 2 
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IOC members 
‘took £70,000’ 
each in vote 
for games site 


; BY David Usborne and 
: Richard Lloyd Parry 
. in Nagano 

j 

| SOME MEMBERS of the In- 
i ternational Olympic Cormnitt 
I received payments of more 
>, than £70,000 eadi to vote for Sait 
| Lake City as the 2002 Winter 
I Games venue, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

ThelOC vice-president, Dick 
Pound, told The Washington 
Post that there “is solid, ir- 
| refutable evidence” that at least 
[ a dozen IOC members or their 
| relatives received cash, gifts or 
( donations from members of 
j the Salt Lake bid committee, 
j Some benefits totalled in excess 
of $100,000. he suggested. 

•‘When you see it in black and 
white, it's pretty blatant stuff, 
so I don't think the people in- 
volved are going to be able to 
explain it away. But well see." 
Mr Pound said. He is conduct- 
ing the inquiry by the IOC into 
corruption allegations. His re- 
port will be released in Lau- 
sanne on Sunday, and the IOC 
is expected to recommend the 
expulsion of between eight and 
sixteen members. 

Yesterday it was announced 
that Utah's attorney general 
has begun yet another inquiry 
into Salt Lake City’s bid - the 
fifth official investigation into 
the corruption allegations. 

The ripples from the Utah 

probe have now spread to other 

cities that were previous hosts 
to the Olympics. Officials in 
Nagano, Japan, revealed that 
records of its bid for 1998 Win- 
ter Olympics had been incin- 
erated; and the IOC has agreed 
to give up its tax-exempt status 
in Switzerland because of the 
scandal 

The Utah affair first erupt- 
ed before Christmas with word 
of murky contributions and 
scholarships given to IOC 
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members shortly before they 
were to vote on the site of the 
2002 Olympics at a meeting in 
Budapest in 1995. The allega- 
tions have brought hu milia tion 
to Salt Lake City, a mountain 
metropolis usually associated 
with the Mormon Church. The 
US Justice Department may 
also bring charges. 

Details emerged yesterday 
of lavish, hospitality given by 
Nagano to IOC members in 
1991 when it was lobbying for 
the Win ter Games of two years 
ago. Entertainment extended to 
members included helicopter 
rides and lavish dinners with 
geisha girls in attendance. 
Among many gifts distributed 
was an oil painting by a famous 
Japanese artist worth £16£00 
given to Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch, president of the IOC, 
sources said. Mr Samaranch, 
however, is exempt from rules 
limiting the value of gifts, be- 
cause he is not a voting mem- 
ber. The painting is now 
hanging on the wall of IOC 
headquarters, a committee 
spokesman said yesterday. 

Tb pre-empt any suspicion of 
bribery in Sydney’s successful 
pitch for next year’s summer 
Games, the state of New South 
Wales will today release 
Olympics contracts that had 
been classified as secret 



We axe looking for adventurous people to 
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Four killed as RAF jet hits 


BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 
and Kim Sengupta 


FATAL COLLISION COURSE 


four MEN were killed yester- 
day when an RAF Tornado 
bomber smashed into a Cess- 
na light aircraft in a mid-air col- 
lision above a Nottinghamshire 
village. 

The RAF confirmed last 
night that one of its instructors 
and a student pilot from toe Ital- 
ian air force had been in the 
Tbrnado. It did not say who had 
control of the aircraft when 
the accident happened. It is 
thought that the Tornado's mis- 
sion involved low level flying 
and that the planes crashed at 
between 1,000 and 2 , 000 ft. 

The civilian aircraft came 
down 300 yards from a prima- 
ry school killing both men on 
board. One of the two RAF 
personnel in the Tornado man- 
aged to eject from their blazing 
aircraft after the collision, but 
both he and the other crew 
member died. 

Douglas Scrivener, who wit- 
nessed the crash, said: “I was 
just out talking to my neighbour 
in the back garden when I saw 
this little plane coming around 
in a sort of big circle. 

“It came around again and 
then suddenly there was a jet 
They hit each other. The jet just 
went right through the middle 
of it” 

The pilots of both planes 
had only eyesight to rely on to 
avoid a collision: they were not 



being instructed by air traffic 
control. With a closing speed of 
about 200 metres per second 
they either foiled to see each 
other or had no time to take 
evasive action. 

The Tornado, much larger 
and heavier than the two- 
seater Cessna 152, crashed in 
a ball of flame in Adds near the 
village of Everton, U miles 
from Doncaster It bad been on 
a training mission from the 
Tornado training base at RAF 
Cottesmore in Rutland. 

As the jet fell it spot feel over 
several fields from its ruptured 
wing tanks and hit power lines, 
cutting off electricity to the 
village. 

The single-engined light air- 


craft came down almost three 
miles away, near the village of 
Mattersey. It had taken off from 
a small airfield at Gamston, 14 
miles to the south. 

As darkness fell over Mat- 
tersey and Everton the bodies 
of the four dead men were still 
lying among the shattered 
pieces of metal and glass which 
were once the two aircraft 

Teams of investigators 
moved in the fields lit in patch- 
es by floodlights. Hie roads 
leading up to fee two crash sites 
were sealed by police, who said 
there were pools of flammable 
fuel yet to be cleared. 

Another witness, William 
Allen, who rushed to the site, 
said: “It was absolutely terrible. 


there was wreckage every- 
where and there were some 
bodies." 

Despite the proximity of the 
crash, lessons carried on at 
Mattersey primary school 
which has 69 pupils. 

Tferesa frfcipplebeck, who has 

a four-year-old daughter at the 
school said: Td left the window 
open and literally saw the plane 
falling from the sky. 

“I couldn't see where it was 
going to end up. I rang 999 
straight away." 

Gathering her two-year- old 
son, Liam, in her arms, she said 
she rushed to the schooLI 
immediately thought of the 
school and it was such a great 
relief to find it hadn't been hit 


There were parents and chil- 
dren hugging each other; ob- 
viously everyone was very 
relieved.” 

Both the RAF and the gov- 
ernment’s Air Accident In- 
vestigation Branch will hold 
inquiries. All four victims were 

certified dead at the scene by 
a police surgeon. 

Last night Nottinghamshire 
Police refused to name any of 
the victims, saying that not all 
of their nest of kin had been 
contacted. 

David Learmount, safety 
and operations editor alFlight 
International and a former 
RAF pilot, said the two aircraft 
were almost certainly in “un- 
controlled airspace" with the 
pflots having to rely on visual 
contact to avoid a collision. 

The accident was the fourth 
mid-air collision between civil- 
ian and military aircraft over 
Britain during the past 15 
years, and it claimed the 
largest number of victims. 

Collisions involving only 
military aircraft and only civil- 
ian aircraft have both been 
more frequent 

Last October; RAF pflots at 
a Scottish air base were given 
a stern warning after a near 
miss when a fighter came 
within 300ft of an airliner ap- 
proaching Aberdeen airport A 
Civil Aviation Authority report 
described the incident, which 
happened the previous year as 
“very serious". 



A piece of fhselage from the Cessna aircraft lies in a field hear Mattersley in 
Nottinghamshire after the collision with an RAF Tornado jet Steve B IT 
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Impotence is not a joke, say doctors 


WHAT HAS most angered doc- 
tors about Frank Dobson's de- 
cision to restrict prescribing of 
Viagra is the suggestion that 
impotence is not a serious prob- 
lem and that men who want sex 
should pay for the treatment 

Today's doctors spend much 
of their time doling out drugs 
to patients with chronic condi- 
tions, to little effect There is 
near-universal agreement in 
the medical community that Vi- 
agra is different because it is ef- 
fective. 

John Chisholm, chairman 
of the British Medical Assod- 


BY JEREMY LAUBANCE 
Health Editor 


atioris GPs committee, said: 
“This is a condition that creates 
very real problems for thou- 
sands of men, affecting their re- 
lationships and causing 
psychological distress. The idea 
that it is some kind of joke con- 
dition that can be excluded 
from the NHS is one that most 
doctors find offensive." 

Issuing guidelines that have 
been delayed for four months. 
Mr Dobson said he was acting 
on advice from the Standing 


Medical Advisory Committee, 
which noted the average fre- 
3j[uesfty ofintercourseih lhe40- . 
60 age group, the prime market 
for impotence treatments, was 
once a week. 

Only men with diabetes, 
multiple sclerosis, single-gene 
neurological disorders, spinal 
and prostate problems or who 
have had radical pelvic surgery 
will be able to get treatment 
from their GP on the NHS. In 
exceptional circumstances 
men caused “severe stress” 
may also qualify but only after 
referral to a hospital consultant. 


Justifying the limits oifNHS 
prescribing, the Health Secre- 
tary said the impksfera rt tnafilre 
of older treatments, such as in- 
jections, had deterred all but 
the most determined patients 
and limited spending Now it 
was available in tablet form, de- 
mand could escalate. 

“The cost could increase 
tenfold or even more ... Impo- 
tence in itself is neither life- 
threatening nor does it cause, 
physical pain ...We have to find 
a sensible balance between 
treating men with a distressing 
condition and protecting the re- 


sources of < the NHS 'to deal 
with other patients, for exam- 
.pfe with cancer; heart disease 
and mental health problems." 

The BMA reacted with fury 
and pledged to campaign to 
have the guidelines changed. 
Dr Chisholm said: “Doctors 
believe it is totally unethical to 
discriminate among patients 
with equal clinical needs on the 
crude basis of the causes of 
their condition. Viagra is a drug 
that is legally prescribable. We 
believe GPs should be meeting 
their patients’ clinical needs at 
the moment” 


David Delvin, who runs 
private clinics for people with 
■ psycho-sexual problems in 
London and Cambridge and 
has treated more than 100 pa- 
tients with Viagra, said: “Itiis 
drug is not being misused by 
sflfy people who want 16 or- 
gasms a day. It is being used, by 
people who are trying to puff 
their relationships together. 

The typical patient was a 
man aged 45 to 70 who was 
“thunderstruck" that he could 
no longer have intercourse with 
his wife. “The blow to their con- 
fidence is colossal" 


BRITAIN TODAY 
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FORECAST 


General situation a cold start In England and Wales with log in central and 
southern parts. The fog will oe slow w clear and may linger into the afternoon in 
some spats and here it will remain cold. Out or the rag it will be a dry day with 
plenty of sunshine. Scotland and Northern Ireland win be cloudy and breezy with 
rain. Some of this cloud will spill over into north-west England In the afternoon. 


Cent s « SE England, London: Frost and fog clearing to plenty of sunshine- A 
light and variable wind. Max temp 6-9C (43*4SF]. 


E Anglia, midlands: Fog lingering all day in places, otherwise chilly but sunny. 

A light and variable wind. Mas temp 3-6C (37-43F), odder where the fog lingers. 
Channel Is, 5W England. S Wales: Any fog lifting, then dry witn sunny spells. 

A light and variable wind. Max temp 7-10C (45-50F). 


E, Cent n Sr HE England: Fog clearing to sunny spells. A light to moderate 
south-west wind. Max temp 5-6C {41 -43F1. 


N Wales, NW England. Lake Disc, Isle of Maiu Sunny spells. A light to mod- 
erate south-west wind. Max temp 6-SC IA3-A8F), 


N Ireland: Windy with ditchenlng cloud bringing rain. A fresh southerly wind. 
Max temp 6-8C (63-46F). 


NW Scotland, WAN isles: Windy with rain. A fresh to strong southerly wind. 
Max temp 6-flC (43-46F) * 


SW Scotland, Glasgow: Breezy with increasing cloud. A moderate to fresh 
southerly wind. Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 


SE A HE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Blustery with sunny breaks, then 
rain later. A moderate to fresh southerly wind. Max temp 4-6C (39-43F). 


OUTLOOK 


Most of the UK will have another spell of wet and windy weather on Saturday, 
although the south-east may stay dry until evening, arid It will brighten up In the 
far north-west during the afternoon with sunshine and showers. 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout 
Lewtonsfone. Major roadworks on new Mil 
link road. Until 3ia December. 
Cambridgeshire AID between FpxtOnand 
Mil. ftesurteara and bridge rnafrtenanw 
work a Shepreth MB. Unitf 14th February. 
Bristol: MS J18-19. Major Roadworks on 
ftmrmcMh Bridge. UrtB ZM June 2001 . 
Lancashire: M6 Between 027 Standtsh and 
J28 Dryland. Roadworks: contraflow and a 
SOmph speed knit eBhar side e* Chamoek 
Richard Services. UnS TSth February. 
Greeter Manchester: A57. Narrow lanes 
Mandwstar-bounij, due to MetroSrtk oon- 


etructon work. Untt 28th Fernery 

letween XH Tinsley 


South Yorkshire: Mi Between 
Wadua (A8109) 8 J34 TTnstey Vteduo 


[Afit7B). Sheffield. Carriageway reduced B2 
l)n«»#NCMwS»ranO. 


tonasBOUNnunlUnfl: ... 

Dumfries and Gateway. A74 between 
Baffin* and JJ6 Aittandaku Major road- 
works. unu 31 A January. 

Suflote A14 Fafcafcwo Backs. Roaiwtxlc. 
unti28tn Febrauiy 

A* Roadwacdc Cal 0336 A01 777 far the 
latest local and nnonaf traffic news. Source; 
Ihe Automobile Assodattan, Calls charged 
ar 50p per mm fre VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Bnirstst 
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GEOLOGICAL SEDIMENT sam- 
ples from a lake high in the 
Ecuadorean Andes show El 
Nino has been playing havoc 
with world weather continu- 
ously for 15,000 years, re- 
searchers said yesterday. 

El Nino is the common name 
fora regular eastward migra- 
tion of warm water from the 
tropical western Pacific Ocean 
blamed for setting off weath- 
er patterns that cause flooding, 
droughts and storms across the 
globe. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



Germ warfare 

. . .......... " r»srt 

‘could target 
ethnic groups* 












GENETICALLY engineered bi- 
ological weapons capable of 
targeting particular ethnic 
groups could become reality 
within 10 years, an expert 
panel warned yesterday. 

Viruses and other micro- 
organisms tailored to detect the 
differences in the DNA of races 
couid offer warmakers and ter- 
rorists of the future a new 
means to cany out "ethnic 
clea n sing", said the panel con- 
vened by the British 
Medical Association (BMAj. 

Yet the scientific advances 
that would make such weapons 
possible win be a spin-off of two 
areas of medicine with poten- 
tially huge benefits. The first is 
the Human Genome Project, 
which aims to unravel the 
100,000 or so genes in human 
DNA by 2003. The other is the 
nascent technology of gene 
therapy, which tries to repair 
defective genes in the body. 

Launching a book entitled 
Bioteckrwlogy, Weapons and 
Humanity, members of the 
panel insisted yesterday that 
they were not scaremangering. 
“We went into this being very 
sceptical with a position that It 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 




can’t be done'," said Professor 
Vivienne Nathanson, the BMAs 
head of health policy and re- 
search. “But then after exam- . 
ining what is going on we 
derided that it might be possi- 
ble after alL" 

The idea of “genetic,, 
weapons", which the panel said 
are at present just a theorem . 
cal possibility added urgency to . ] 
the need to add verification - 
procedures to the Biological 
and Thxin Weapons Convention. , 
Though first signed in 1972 by\ ' 
the UK, US and Russia, and'; 
now having 140 signatory na- '• 
tions, the BWC differs from 
other weapons conventions in 
having no mechanisms for 
oversight to ensure that pig— 
natories obey its rules. : .~ 

Russia was among the ccun-N 
tries that attempted to pro- 
duce a genetically enhanced-- 
version of the anthrax virus . ' 
during the Cold War. The Aunt -* s 
Shinrikyo religious terrorists^ 
Japan also sought geneticalfy~ 
to enhance bacteria they had-- ; 
acquired, but failed. J ~ 


LowJ Is stow moving, but developing Low K will run quickly north-east and 
deepen. High K will ridge towards Portugal while High l slips away east. 
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Royal Academy of Arts 
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IN THE 20TH CENTURY 

Sponsored by zH Ernst &Younc 


Tickets available 24 hrs 

on 0171 413 1717 m**,-..: ; 


or 


www.ticketmaster.co.uk 


An allocation of tickets 
is available daily from 

the Royal Academy {from 23 January) 
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Roger was arrested 
by eight officers, 
bruised, left naked 

and died. Another 
black police victim? 
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. | THE BUNCHES of flowers OUt- 
;! side 10b SummertuU Road in 
Tbttenham, north London, are 
beginning to pile up. Eleven 
days ago at this address a 
naked black man. Roger 
Sylvester; was handcuffed by 
eight police officers and taken 
in a van to hospital He col- 
lapsed and was hooked up to a 
life-support machine. A week 
later he was dead. 

The heap of floral tributes 
around the doorstep signals a 
new and potentially damaging 
scandal for the Metropolitan Po- 
.3 lice. It comes at a time when 
Scotland Yard can ill afford 
more criticism of the way it 
treats black people. 

The police were quick to 
stress that that during the in- 
cident that led to Mr Sylvester’s 
death “the officers' main con- 
cern was for the well being of 
the man’'. But inquiries by The 
Independent have revealed 
some disturbing aspects, in- 
cluding a number of unex- 
plained bruises reported to 
have been found on the 30- 
year-old's forehead and face. 

The police have apparently 
tyimitted to the family that Mr 
Sylvester remained naked 
throughout his trip to hospital 
despite his clothes being re- 
covered from outside the house. 
He was also left naked on the 
floor of a hospital room until he 
became uncoosdous, according 
to the family’s solicitor. 

The case, which is being in- 
vestigated by an outside police 
force, is expected to become a 
litmus test of the Metropolitan 
Police’s pledges that they have 
learnt from previous deaths in 
custody and racial blunders 
highlighted by the Stephen 
Lawrence murder investigation. 

1 Roger Sylvester's parents, 

Rupert and Sheila, are des- 
perate to find out what hap- 
* pened to their son. Although he 

had suffered from a depressive 

. _ illness for several years, neigh- 
: X "^Jpurs described him as a neat, 
quiet, caring man. But on Mon- 
day II January be was not his 
normal self Scotland Yard said 
: in a statement that police were 
• rafled at 9.37pm to investigate 


By Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 

a “disturbance" in which •'a 
naked man was reportedly 
banging on the door of a neigh- 
bour in an aggressive and vo- 
ciferous manner". The 
statement added that “officers 
restrained Mr Sylvester - he 
was handcuffed for his own 
safety and that of others". 

A neighbour who witnessed 
the incident said yesterday: 
“The police seemed very re- 
laxed and good humoured. 
They were keeping their dis- 
tance, but they seemed very 
calm ... X didn't see him taken 
into the van. but I could seen 


him through the side window. 
He was a very large figure and 
was jerking about, with his 
arms throwing in the air" 

But here the versions of 
events described by police and 
other witnesses begin to di- 
verge and things are less dear 
- for example, which house he 
was banging at It was proba- 
bly his own door 
The police statement said 
that after gaining the agree- 
ment of the local authority in 
Tottenham, Mr Sylvester was 
taken in a police van to nearby 
St Ann's Hospital to be as- 
sessed by a doctor 

Hickman and Rose, the so- 
licitors representing the 


deaths in Custody 



Protest this week outside Tottenham police station 


BRIAN DOUGLAS: Suffered 
brain damage when hit by 
US-scyle bacon after being 
stopped for bad driving In 
1996. Died five days later. 
Police said a blow was 
aimed at the 33- year-old's 
arm because he was 
carrying CS gas and a knife. 

I B RAH IMA SEY. Died at 
Ilford police station, east 
London, in 1996 after being 
sprayed with CS gas. He 
was surrounded by police 
with his hands chained. An 
inquest recorded a verdict 
of unlawful killing. 

WAYNE DOUGLAS: Died in 
Brixton police station, south 
London, in 1 995 from heart 
failure caused by ‘positional 


asphyxia" after a chase. 
Police held him face down 
and later said the 25-year 
old had a knife, 

JOY GARDNER: Died in 
1 993 after police arrived at 
her north London home to 
deport her as an illegal 
immigrant. The officers 
wrapped 13ft of sticking 
tape around her head to 
stop her biting. Three 
officers were cleared of 
killing her. 

SHUI LAPTTE 

Suffered 36 to 45 injuries 
during incident with police 
in Stoke Newington, north 
London, in 1994. One 
officer applied a neck hold 
that fractured his larynx. 


Sylvester family say that the po- 
lice admitted at a meeting with 
them that Mr Sylvester re- 
mained naked throughout the 
trip and at Least one officer - 
possibly more -restrained him 
during the journey. His hands 
were restrained m front of his 
body throughout 

“Whilst at St Ann’s Hospital, 
the man suffered respiratory 
failure and was resuscitated," 
said the police. The lawyers say 
they were told that Mr 
Sylvester remained naked and 
was left lying on the floor. 

At about 1026pm he was 
taken by ambulance to North 
Middlesex Hospital and later 
transferred to the Whittington 
Hospital where he was put on 
a life-support machine. A week 
latec doctors declared him clin- 
ically dead. 

Immediately after the inci- 
dent Scotland Yhrd set up an in- 
ternal inquiry, which was taken 
over by an outside force - 
Essex - and overseen by the Po- 
lice Complaints Authority. 

The seriousness of the case 
was underlined yesterday with 
the announcement that the in- 
vestigation was being upgrad- 
ed and that John Broughton, 
Assistant Chief Constable of 
Essex, would now head the in- 
quiry rather than a superin- 
tendent All parties are waiting 
for the outcome of the post- 
mortem examination which 
was being carried out last ni gh t 

The prospect of the afifoir 
turning into a cause c&fchre be- 
came clear on Wednesday 
evening when about 50 people 
congregated outside Totten- 
ham police statmn for a protest 
organised by the Socialist 
Workers Party. Among the 
demonstrators was Myrua 
Simpson, the mother of Joy 
Gardner; a Jamaican immi- 
grant who died in 1993 after 
Metropolitan Police officers at- 
tempted to deport hen 

Mr and Mrs Sylvester have 
appealed for calm, while press- 
ing for the most comprehensive 
and independent investigation. 
They simply want the truth: 
“We want the inquiry to be 
fearless," they say. 
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10 YEAR GUARANTEE OH OUR UNIQUE RtGfO CARCASSES EXPERT FITTING BY MASTER INSTALLERS FLEXIBLE PAYMENT SCHEMES AVAILABLE 
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Fantastic sa rings on the entire Magnet range 

of kitchen and bedroom cabinets, and that's not all. Well 
also give you a service that's second to none. Plus, 
were offering an optional stainless steel dynamic drawer 
system on most kitchens and a wide range of worktops 
including solid granite and town. Add to this some 
great deals on s— * and Whirlpool appliances 
and you'd have to agree that no one else offers as much. 
But then no one else uffers kitchens that are designed 
for living, built for life. Ynur life. 

CALL 0800 192 I92 
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SALE 


PLUS FREE FULLY 
INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

worth £619 

WHENYOU SPEND OVER U.5DD 

OR FREE AMERICAN 
FRIDGE FREEZER" 

worth £899 

WHENYOU SPEND OVER £6.500 
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Gurkhas 


hunt for 


missing 


pupils 


THE SEARCH for two 10-year- 
old girls who disappeared last 
on Tuesday morning intensified 
yesterday, with the Gurkhas 
and specialist police teams 
drafted in. 

Detectives dung to the hope 
that the girls had gone on a 
“great adventure". But they 
confessed concern about the 
chan ces of finding the girls 
alive, with no confirmed sight- 
ings of Charlene Lunnon and 
lisa Hoodless since they setoff 
for Christchurch School, St 
Leonard's, near Hastings, East 
Sussex. 

More than 400 officers, mil- 
itary police and Gurkhas from 
the Princess of Wales Own 
Regiment in Canterbury 
searched the town and sur- 
rounding rural areas yesterday. 

Detective Superintendent 
Jeremy Paine, of East Sussex 
Police, said the search was ex- 
tended to the outskirts of Lon- 
don after several unconfirmed 
sightings of the two best friends 


by Kate Watson-Smyth 


in Phunstead, West Drayton 
and Ruislip. 

Next month is the anniver- 
sary of the death of Charlene's 
mother, Sandra. Her ashes are 
at a crematorium in Ruislip, 
west London. The child may 
have wanted to go and see a 
plaque dedicated to her mem- 
ory. 

There were also suggestions 
that Lisa may have been anx- 
ious about her home life, but 
Det Supt Paine refused to elab- 
orate. He disclosed that police 
were questioning registered 
paedophiles in the area, as well 
as investigating claims that 
the two girls had boasted about 
running away. 

Searches of their houses 
indicated that they did not take 
any extra clothes with them. 
They were thought to be wear- 
ing school uniforms when they 
vanished. 

It could be a great adventure 
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Gurkhas of the 1st Battalion* Princess of Wales Regiment search clifftops above Hasting for the two girls missing since Tuesday PA 




and they may come bade," said 
Det Supt Paine. “My instinct is 
that they are in the London area, 
but as time goes on it gets more 
and more worrying.” 

Charlene's father, Keith, a 
drug and alcohol adviser; said 
she had very little money, hav- 


ing already spent most of her 
weekly pocket money of £2L50. 

Neighbours of the two fam- 
ilies said yesterday that they 
feared the worst Peter Watson, 
who regularly saw the two girls 
on their way to school, said: k lt 
mey have started as an adven- 


ture but it has gone on too long 
now.” 

Nicola Wbolcott who has 
five children and who has lived 
in St Leonard’s all her life, 
said: “An adventure would be 
over by now. They would have 
wanted their beds, their dinner 


and their mothers. We have all 

thought, about running away hut 

most of us come back when it 
gets dark.” 

As darkness fell last night 
the girls” parents were prepar- 
ing to spend their third night 
without news of their children. 


Dei Supt Paine said: *Tfe still 
don’t know if we are dealing 
with runaways or something 
more sinister. I must believe 
they are capable of sustaining 
themselves away from home for 

so long because the alternative 
does not bear thinking about” 



in Brief 


Glitter in court on sex charges 

GLAM ROCKER Gary Glitter; 54, appeared in Bristol 
Crown Court yesterday faring charges of sexual offences 
involving a girl and 50 charges relating to photos of 
children. The star; a father of two. spoke only to confirm 
his name. He was remanded on bail for two months. 
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Thief jailed after TV-show gaffe 

A THIEF was jailed for two years after his victim saw him 
on televirion. John Parsons, who stole antiques from 
Pamela McMahon while helping her move home, became 
a gay-rights campaigner and was invited on to a chat 
show. Miss McMahon was watching, and recognised him. 

Second Legionnaires 9 death 

HEALTH OFFICIALS are investigating after a second 
patient died from Legionnaires’ disease in a South Wales 
town. The 59-year-old woman from Aberdare, who has not 
been named, had been in a critical condition for more 
than a week at Prince Charles Hospital, Merthyr Tydfil. 

Jam jar savers hoard £380m 

BRITAIN IS a nation of hoarders with more than £3 80m 
stored in jam jars and piggy banks, according to a Gallup 
survey for Yorkshire Bank published yesterday. But the 
habit loses the savers at least £4.75m interest every year 
One-third of the population have no savings at alL 

Scientists cream off £720,000 

HUDDERSFIELD UNIVERSITY scientists have won a 
£720,000 European grant to research how to use natural 
organisms rather than starches to make yoghurt creamy. 
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BA pushes up air fares 15 per cent 


TWO OF Britain's leading air- 
lines are raising (ares by up to 
15 per cent and claiming the in- 
crease is a form of tax. British 
Airways and KLM uk are tak- 
ing advantage erf a seemingly in- 
nocuous change in procedure. 
Yet the Government’s aviation 
watchdog appears unaware of 
the increases. 

At present passenger ser- 
vice charges (PSCs) imposed 
by airports are absorbed into 
airline costs and included in the 
ticket price. From April, the fees 
will be shown in the “tax” col- 
umn on tickets. The airlines are 


BY SEV10N C alder 
T ravel Editor 

taking advantage of the change 
to raise (ares across the board 

The biggest impact will be on 
domestic Bights, especially af- 
fecting business travellers. Pas- 
sengers on BA's shuttle route 
from Heathrow to Belfast will 
pay an extra £13.10 on the £147 
fare. From Manchester to 
Belfast, the rise is 15 per cent, 
from £108 to £124.30. 

A spokeswoman for BA said 
“fares are moving all the time'', 
therefore no price rises could 


be asaibed to the procedural 
change. But callers to BA's 
reservations line are being 
warned about Care increases. 
“At the moment the tax is £10, 
but it’s going up to £17" one 
agent said in an anonymous 
check call by The independent. 
In fact. Air Passenger Duty re- 
mains unchanged at no. 

KLM uk says it will raise its 
fares by the amount of the 
PSC. A ticket from its base at 
Stans ted to Guernsey is ex- 
pected to rise by £7.40, an in- 
crease of 7 percent At Virgin 
Atlantic, fare increases are still 


WHERE COSTS WILL RISE 


Aberdeen to Belfast 
Belfast to Aberdeen " 
Glasgow to East. Midlands 
East Midlands to Glasgow ^. 

Heathrow to Guernsey 

Guernsey, tp itMthcw! T-.r 
Manchester. to Gatwick 

'Gatwick ro ^nche^ce^lc-^ 


£17.80 

C- TV F.nif 

£13.70 

nir 

£7.50 

; -r-.— ' nli 

£7.70 

Sources: British Midland. IATA 


“under review". British Mid- there is no agreement as to 
land declined to say if fares whether charges should be 
would be affected The situation levied on arriving or departing 
is complicated by the fact that passengers. From Aberdeen 


to Belfast the PSCs amount to 
£1730, while in the opposite di- 
rection there is no charge at afl. 

“It’s a complete shambles,” 
a London travel agent said yes- 
terday. “We've had less than two 
weeks’ notice of the change, and 
we're faced with having to call 
hundreds of customers to tell 
them about the fore increases." 

The change was instigated 
by British Airways. The reason 
died was the ending of duty- 
free sales within the European 
Union from July this year. 
Faced with a loss of earnings 
from retailing, airports are ex- 


pected to increase charges in 
the s nmm er Airlines want to 
make clear that such future 
rises are beyond their control 

Air fares in the UK are over- 
seen by the Civil Aviation Au- 
thority. The chairman. Sir 
Malcolm Field, said: “We have 
been given an undertaking that 
levels ofthese fares wffl not rise 
automatically as a result of 
this change in ticketing. n 

Airport operators such as 
BAA, which owns Gatwick and 
Heathrow, are unhappy at fare 
increases being apportioned 
to them. A spokeswoman for 
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A CAMPAIGN on domestic vio- 
lence provoked controversy 
when it was launched with 
Home Office research showing 
men were as likely as women 
to be the victims of assaults by 
their partners. 

The awareness campaign is 
based on posters and leaffets 
that feature not the usual pic- 
ture of a battered wife, but a 
chain with a broken link. 

Yesterday women's groups 
said the “gender-neutral" im- 
agery of the “Break the Chain” 
campaign was a denial that 
women were overwhelmingly 
the victims of domestic vio- 
lence. They said 95 per cent of 
domestic-violence calls to police 
were by women. 

But the Home Office minis- 


BY lan Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

men and women were equally 
likely to suffer domestic as- 
saults. The researchers re- 
ported that 4.2 per cent of 
women and 42 per cent of men 
said they had been physically 
assaulted by a current or for- 
mer partner in the past year. 

They also found women 
were twice as likely ns men to 
have been injured by a partner 
in the past year and three times , 
as likely to have suffered fright- 
ening threats. i 

Women were also more like- 
ly to have been assaulted three 
or more times. 

The research provoked an 
angry response from women 


. ‘ r f T , 5a * L ' v« ter Paul Boateng said the ini- working with domestic-violence 

■ :,s3 '* tiative was an effort to tackle victims. Davina James- 


7 ^7 sc domestic violence. 

'3E “It is a criminal offence. It is 

■ -s"! nottoberegarded as some sort 

- :■ ' r : ^t*c ox social phenomenon we can 
' " -T.r:; izst regard with some detachment 
. \ c-?- a* it’s a law-and-order issue and 

~:f -rear those breaking the law must un- 

. • derstand they will be subject to 

*' ern the MI rigour of the law” Mr 
Boateng said. 

r.iTSLT He released Home Office 
• ••v.rfiL research based on question- 

- . naires completed for the 1996 

.^±iv r . British Grime Survey, showing 


Hartman, co-ordinator of the 
Greater London Domestic Vi- 
olence Project, said the British 
Crime Survey traditionally 
under-reported domestic vio- 
lence and that other recent 
studies had showed that as 
many as one in nine women had 
been victims of such attacks in 
the past year. 

“There’s nowhere near as 
many men experiencing do- 
mestic violence as women," 
she said. 



Frances Linehan, Alex Ismail and Catherine Ravenscroft at Somerville College, Oxford University, are refusing to pay fees Andrew Fbx 


BAA said yesterday. “There is 

no reason we can see fix any in- 
crease relating to tins separa- 
tion of the PSC." 

Low-cost airlines such as 
easyjet and Go, whose fores 
are fixed according to supply 
and demand, have no plans to 
add extra charges. “BA is 
putting up its prices, but in a 
backhand mann er." said James 
Rothnie of eagyJeL “We inter- 
nalise all these costs as far as 
possible, and we endeavour to 
charge the lowest fares." 

Leading article. Review, 
Plage 3 


Oxford 

suspends 

protest 

student 

By Cathy comerford 


a STUDENT who refused to 
pay the £1.000- a -year fee on 
principle has been suspended, 
Oxford University administra- 
tors confirmed yesterday. 

Yesterday two colleges is- 
sued statements about protests 
against the fees ahead of a 
demonstration by 2,000 stu- 
dents from around the country 
planned for today. 

St Hilda's College confirmed 
that it bad effectively sus- 
pended Laura PaskeQ-Brown, 
a first year philosophy, politics 
and economics student. A 
spokesman for the university 
said the college had written to 
Ms Paske 11-Brown, informing 
her that they were minded to 
suspend her until the fee was 
paid. She has lodged an appeal 

The spokesman said: “The 
governing body ot St Hilda’s 
College considers that a student 
cannot satisfactorily pursue 
her academic studies while she 
is suspended from the use o! 
normal university facilities." 

Somerville College, where 
four students are still refusing 
to pay the fee, which was due 
at the end of last term, was yes- 
terday holding back from such 
an ultimatum but in a joint 
statement with St Hilda's it 
made dear that it would take 
action if the students did not 
give up their protest. 
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AFTER ASHDOWN 


the independent 
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Call for unity as 


election kicks off 


Paddy Ashdown catches np with coverage of his resignation yesterday before appearing on GMTV John Voos 


THE RACE to succeed Faddy 
Ashdown as Liberal Democrat 
leader began yesterday de- 
spite his attempts to ban cam- 
paigning until he stands down 
in June. 

Some senior party mashers 
are worried that Mr Ashdown’s 
surprise announcement will 

P TP rt ff si* months nf fair myril pnd 

distract the parly from the May 
elections to local authorities, the 
Scottish and "Welsh assemb lies 
and the European Par liam ent 
poll, which will be Mr Ash- 
down’s swansong. 

The liberal Democrats are 
urgently drawing up a code of 
conduct for candidates in the 
hope of avoiding a Hamagjng 
display of disunity which could 

r educe their pjprtym prosp ects . 

Baroness Maddock, the 
party president; who will over- 
see the election, will urge MPs 
not to criticise each other or ap- 
pear togrther on television and 


B? Andrew Grice 

Political Correspondent 



radio programmes, so they can- 
not be portrayed as rivals. 

potential candidates will be 
told not to declare their inten- 
tion to run ‘"formally or infor- 
mally” until Mr Ashdown has 
stood down. “We cannot afford 
toe distraction of electioneering 
for the leadership while the 
campaign far tins year’s crucial 
elections is in progress,” said 
Lady Maddock. 

But it was clear yesterday it 
win be difficult for the Liberal 
Democrats to hold the line, as 
“friends” of the candidates ea- 

gprly tancpri TTpthpfr rhanegs fin 

as not to be stuck in the start- 
ing blocks in June. 

Some were critical of Mr 
Ashdown for leaving a six- 
month vacuum. “1 (font un- 
derstand why he could not have 

amtfgmrprf hw i ten'jsinn as ■avm 


lib-dem leadership 
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With heal weekend calls just lp a minute, 
no wonder thousands are coming back to BT. 


With BT it costs just lp a minute for local weekend calls. That’s all day Saturday and Sunday, every weekend. Whafs more, with BTs 
per second billing you only pay for the time you talk. (Minimum charge 5p per call.) And if you have BTs Friends & Family and 
Premierline you could save even more money on local calls. To find out more call Freefone 0800 800 800. ' 




FHIENDS S FAMILY IS NOT AVAILABLE WITH LIGHT USER SCHEME. PHEMIERSJNE COSTS M PER QUARTER. 


as the Euro elections were 
over," said one potential lead- 
ership candidate. “We don’t 
need a six-month c a mpaig n.” 

It emer ged yesterday that Mr 

Ashdown’s successor may not 
be elected by &e parly’s 90,000 
members until September. Of- 
ficials believe there may not be 
enou^i time to run a contest be- 
tween the Euro poll in June and 
the August summer break. The 
new leader would then have a 
“coronation” at the party's an- 
nual conference at Harrogate in 
Sep temb er 

The Liberal Democrat 
spring conference, in Edin- 
burgh in March, will inevitably 
became a “beauty contest” for 
the candidates. “The important 
thing is that they don't overtly 
fight each other, which would 
damage the party,” said one 
party source. 

Only two weeks ago, Mr Ash- 
down's aides dismissed specu- 
lation that he might be forced 
to resign this year fay spying he 
believed there was no capable 


candidate ready to t®*® av&L 
•*Wte are not exactly blessed 

with a galaxy of stars," one for 

sider admitted last night . 

This could strengthen the , 
claims of Menzies Cam p b el l. a t - ■ 
58 the oldest of the potential 
runners, who might well offer. . 

his services as the man to take - 

the party through the next gen- 
eral election, allowing younger 
pretenders to win more spins. 
One MP said the “smart 

money" was on Mr Campbell 
because he would app«tof to 
MPs elected in 1997 who might 
also be reluctant to back a 
younger man. ’• 

Mr Campbell, the party's for- - 
eign affairs spokesman, was 
doing nothing to discourage 
spec ulati on that he would run 

yesterday. Although dose to Mr : 
Ashdown, he said that, while the . 
liberal Democrats would con- • 
tinue to co-operate with the 
Government where they 
agreed, they opposed it for not 
spending enough on health and . 
education. Nick Harvey, the 
campaigns chief who is seen as 
Mr Ashdown’s favoured suc- 
cessor said the agreement with 
Labour would survive butnot in 
exactly the same way because 
“the personal chemistry is ob- 
viously a considerable part d it”. 

Simon Hughes, the only con- 
tender who voted against Mr 
Ashdown's decision to forge 
closer links with Mr Blair last 
November, admitted he had 
“fallen out” with his leader 
over the policy. 
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Still a hero 
to Tinkers * 
Bubble folk 


IN A damp wood a mile or two 
up the valley from Faddy Ash- 
down’s house, Bob Baehr was 
coppicing hazel trees. “Yes, HI 
be sorry to him go," said Mr 
Baehc; offering a mug of home- 
pressed applejuice. “I think he 
is a popular person - people 
around here like him." 

The alternative community 
at Tinkers Bubble, near Norton 
sub Hamdon in Somerset, has 
good reason to like Paddy too. 
When they sought planning 
permission to build naturally re- 
sourced homes on the 40-acre 
site they bought six years ago. 
Mr Ashdown was a key sup- 
porter He may not have been 
as vocal as they would have 
liked during the row that ran for 
years, but he made dear he 
could see nothing wrong with 
an alternative community living 
off the land - even if it was in 
his own bade yard. “The other 
Christmas he came up here 
with a bottle of wine for us,” said 
Mr Baehr. “He walked up from 
his house on the Christmas 
morning. He never slagged us 
off and was always friendly. 
The impression he gives is of a 
straight-up guy. He talks seise. 
People like that about him.” 

These are opinions you hear 
often in Yeovil when you ask 
about Paddy Ashdown. He was 


By Andrew Buncombe- 


in his late 30s when he took over 
as tiler liberal prospective 
parliamentary candidate, hold- 
ing surgeries and wri$qg’to 
government departmentsand 
other institutions when he be- 
lieved one of his “constituents” 
had been wronged. 

This boundless enthusiasm 
attracted many people. Oth- 
ers liked his action-man image. 
In 1933 he won what was a safe 
Tory seat for the Liberals.- a 
seat he holds with a majority of 
11,403. “He is going to be very 
difficult to replace as the MP” 
said Roger Baker; mayor of 
Yeovil. “He has worked very 
hard in the constituency Hie has 
found it more difficult because 
he’s been the leader . . . but he’s 
still done a lot” 

Baroness Miller of Chii- 
thome Domer, a Liberal De- 
mocrat peer and former leader 
of the district council, said: “The 
constituency is going to be re- 
ally sad.” 

_ Mr Ashdown's experiences 
with Yeovil have not all been 
good. In 1996 his car was fire- 
bombed outside his house. A 
year earlier he was attacked by 
a man with a knife while he was 

walking the town with a vicar, 
assessing levels of racism. 
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No lament in 
Scottish HQ 


I 


THE PHOENIX flag of the Lib- 
eral Democrats may have hung 
at half mast outside the Scot- 
tish party's Edinburgh head- 
quarters for a short while 
yesterday, but inside there 
were few tears over Paddy 

Ashdown’s retirement 
Mr Ashdown's cosy rela- 
tionship with Tony Blair has 
been seen as a handicap by 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
bying to keep their distance 
from Labour and present a 
distinct identity for toe home 
rule elections on 6 May. 
“Labour is the enemy up 

here,” said one party insider Mr 

Ashdown is regarded with af- 
fection by party members north 

ot the border. But in rrM5vingdog_ 

er to Mr Blah; it was felt he had 
l S nore ° Scottish concerns 

the leader of the 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
ruled himself out of the sucres-’ 
sion contest, saying that he had 

mhi bl S£! mmg elect *ffl- Three 
Sottish seats 

^2^ tobeinaiei **- 
Kennedy - Menzies 
Campbell and Malcolm Bruc? 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 


"Anyone who aspires to be 
leader wfll undoubtedly want to 

play an active role in the (Scot- 
tish) Pariiament election cam- 
paign,” Mr Wallace said. Buthe 

warned would-be leaders 
against putting personal ambi- 
tion above the party “Anyone 
J™ toies to take advantage <tf 
toe election in a way that does 
to the party or side- 
tracks the campaign, there will 
w a premium to be paid for 
that he said. 


A 


- WcUU 

to the contest bringing the. 
Paty more media attention. Mr 
wallaee was speaking at a 

fh 6 ? launch 0 ^tbe agenda for 
toe Scottish party s conference 
m Aberdeen next month. 

Because of Mr Ashdown’s 
departure, the meeting was 
packed and a band of photogra- 
phers rpfYirrW) :3f__ 
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^hoisted TMjjSlE 
will be liberal Democrats’ 
election slogan - pledging the 
Ppty to raise standards in pol- 
itics, schools and hospitals. 
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Symbol of Ulster’s 
Troubles is razed 




.j •• 






CoV^or^l^Tint Lit. . u( l hf lTinttir. »f Wilf ^ On RogOiKB^ slaMlBg Guam as Fbrl miuwS is danitOisbad 


Crispin RodweJl 


THE BIG wrecking cranes are 
busy- at Fbrt Whiterocfc m west 
Belfast, slowly, methodically 
and with permission doing 
what the IRA tried so hard to 
do for so many years: razing the 
army outpost 

By summer there should be 
nothing left except level ground 
and a couple of disused build- 
ings to marts the spot where for 
two decades soldiers ate, slept 
and led a perilous existence on 
the edge of Western Europe's 
most dangerous districts. 

Fbrt White rock has since 
1979 been perched on the lower 
slopes of the Black Mountain, 
overlooking the Falls and the 
rest of west Belfast, the sentries 
in its hi-tech turrets on the look- 
out for attack. Its soldiers have 
been sent out into the danger- 
ous streets of Ballymurphy, 
New Barnsley' and Turf Lodge, 
where numbers of them were 
killed and injured. It was a pa- 
trolling base, a heavily fortified 
installation nestling near the 
republican estates. 

Its closure is a result of the 


BY David McKnrmcK 
Ireland Correspondent 

Good Friday Agreement, which 
envisages a gradual rundown of 
security if the republican and 
loyalist ceasefires hold. The 
IRA may show no sign of de- 
commissioning its weapons, 
but the military presence is 
being gently wound down. 

But there are still plenty of 
big army and RUC bases in 
Northern Ireland. While Fort 
Whiterock is being dismantled 
the Army says other patrolling 
bases are available to it Rout- 
ine patrolling is now pretty 
much confined to some border 
difficult areas: troops are no 
longer generally seen in Belfast 
and elsewhere. 

Demolition of such a base is 
a lengthy business, for large 
amounts of concrete and metal 
were needed to keep the IRA at 
bay When The Independent 
visited six years ago. most of its 
four-and-a-half acres were pro- 
tected by a superstructure con- 
sisting of miles of protective 


scaffolding to fend off mortars 
and other prqjectfles. Yesterday 
most of this had been reduced 
to heaps of struts and girders 
waiting to be carted away. 

Only a few military traces re- 
main: a poster warning “Keep 
your eyes peeled"; a King's 
Own Scottish Borderers logo; a 
flaking picture of a lion paint- 
ed by a Highland regiment 

The cranes will soon be de- 
molishing the mess area, 
where the canteen was criss- 
crossed with brick wails to limit 
casualties from bomb blasts. 
Then will go the spartan ac- 
commodation blocks where 
men slept six to a noisy room, 
the rooms branching off long, 
echoing corridors. 

Those corridors were yes- 
terday iiresistihty reminiscent 
in their concrete walls and in- 
stitutional paint, of another se- 
curity installation, the Maze 
prison. It too is heading for clo- 
sure as the prisoners, like the 
troops, are being sent home, in 
the hope that this time the 
TYoubles really are ending. 


Hostages 
in blood 
money 
stand-off 


COMPLICATIONS have arisen 
over the release of two British 
and four Dutch hostages kid- 
napped last week by Yemeni 
tribesmen. 

The kidnappers are de- 
manding the release of two 
members of their tribe being 
held In jail on a murder charge. 
But they will not be freed unless 
agreement can be reached with 
the family of their alleged vic- 
tim over the payment of “blood 
money” as compensation, 
Yemeni sources say. 

Eddie and Mary Rosser, 
British aid workers, were taken 
hostage with Hans Kbolstra, his 
wife and two children, by mem- 
bers of the Bakhil tribal feder- 
ation who stopped their car on 
the road between the capital 
Sanaa and Sadah. 

Negotiations broke down 
earlier in the week over the 
question of the release of two 
members of the tribe held for 
murder The families of murder 
victims in Yemen normally 
demand the killers' execution 
unless they are paid compen- 
sation under tribal law. 

The hostages are being well- 
treated and there is no imme- 
diate threat to their safety, 
according to reports from the 
negotiators. 

Meanwhile an exodus is be- 
ginning among the 500-strong 
British community in Yemen, 
half of whom work for oil com- 
panies. The Foreign Office has 
advised British nationals in 
Yemen “to consider whether 
their presence is absolutely 
essential and, if not, to leave”. 
It points out that 11 members 
of the group that killed four 
hostages - three Britons and 


by Patrick Cockburn 
in Sanaa 

one Australian - on 28 Decem- 
ber are still at large. 

The new Foreign Office ad- 
vice says those who remain in 
Yemen should review their se- 
curity arrangements and 
“avoid all travel on roads out- 
side the main town”. The oil 
companies provide armed 
guards for their employees 
and, in some cases, have for- 
bidden them even to visit down- 
town Sanaa or big hotels such 
as the Taj Sheba and the 
Sheraton, where foreigners 
congregate. 

British exports to Yemen 
were only £77m in 1998 and 
there are no British companies 
with large staffs in the country. 
While British tourists do visit 
Yfemen, most tourism is from 
Italy; Germany and France. 

Other foreign embassies in 
Sanaa were taking a more re- 
laxed view. One west European 
diplomat said: “Maybe the 
British have perceived that they 
are targets and are in a differ- 
ent position from ourselves.” 

Although there have been 
three different kidnappings in- 
volving British citizens since 
late December it is unclear if 
they are being deliberately se- 
lected. In the most recent 
cases, the evidence is that they 
were not The oil worker John 
Brooke was taken hostage on 
9 January when he challenged 
a man who had entered the 
company compound. The kid- 
nappers who ambushed Mr 
and Mrs Rosser were appar- 
ently intent on taking prisoner 
the first foreigners they saw. 


Chipperfield kept 
chimp ‘in fear’ 


MARY CHIPPERFIELD. the 
famed circus trainer; kept a 
baby chimpanzee in “fear and 
despair”, an animal expert told 
a court yesterday. 

Dr Jane Goodall said an 18- 
month-old animal, called Trudy 
had been caged in an “utterly 
inappropriate fashion” at a win- 
ter training quarters near An- 
dover in Hampshire. 

Ms Chipperfield, 61, and her 
husband Roger Cawley. 64, 
deny 28 animal cruelty charges 
at Croft Farm. Middle Wallop. 

Undercover activists from 
Animal Defenders infiltrated 
Mary Chipperfield Promotions 
Ltd last year and shot 800 hours 
of secret videos. 

Dr Goodall bad watched film 
of the chimpanzee apparently 
being beaten and forced into a 

cramped cage where it was said 

to spend 14 hours a day. 

She said: “That young chimp 
has been put through, consid' 


By Linus gregoriadis 

erable trauma and to leave her 
there in a cage by herseff, hurt- 
ing and frightened, that to me 
is very crueL The dump was 
being treated in a way which I 
would describe as very crueL” 

Dr Goodall helps to run four 
sanctuaries fix' orphaned chim- 
panzees in Africa. 

The trial continues, 
ffiln Wednesday's /ridependerU 
we wrongly stated that Richard 
Chipperfield, who was attacked 
by a tiger in Florida last year; 
was Mary Chipperfiekl’s son. 
Neither Richard Chipperfield 
nor Nigel Wesson, whose arm 
was bitten off by a tiger last 
yeai; is connected with Mary 
Chipperfield. We have been 
asked to mate it dear that 
Chipperfield Circus, run by 
Chipperfield Enterprises Lim- 
ited, has no business connec- 
tion with Mary Chipperfield. 
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8/PARLIAMENT AND POLITICS 


Bloodstained banknotes from the gallery of rogues 

^ < .m MinbPlI OTI 


ARRIVING IN the House yesterday 
I was surprised to find it looking 
rathermore dishevelled than is usu- 
ally the case. Scattered across the 
floor in front of the mace was a thin 
drift of bloodstained banknotes. 
The odd sheet, obeying the fa- 
mously wayward aerodynamics of 
paper money, had lodged on the 
back benches or on the table in front 
of the Speaker's chair. 

It made for an intriguing picture 
and every now and then a new- 
comer would arrive and inspect one 
of the notes hopefully, before dis- 
covering that it had been issued by 
the Bank of Radical Indignation and 
laying it down again with a disap- 


pointed air It looked as If some cor- 
rupt backbencher's wallet had ex- 
ploded without warning. The truth 
was more mundane, naturally. Ttoa 
men in the public gallery had 
dropped this filthy lucre to protest 
at arms sales to Indonesia, an out- 
rage for which they were prompt- 
ly hustled from the gallery. 

Ifraroughly deptorahte, but I have 
to confess to a certain dismay at 
missing flip moment of launch. It left 
me feeEnga bitlike a dedicated Loch 

Ness wakher who nips off to restock 
his caravan e tte-cum-observatio n 
post only to find that the monster has 
been posing ^pictures with its baby 
while he's been gone. 


I’ve been waiting months for 
someone to throw something from 
the public gallery. Indeed, it's one 
of the consoling fantasies of the 


THE SKETCH 


the other end of this occasionally 
suffocating space and imagine one 
of those anonymous figures rising 
Up and hurting a missile info the 
chamber Sometimes the imagi- 
nary ammunition win be relatively 
benign but at other times, usually 
when some smirking Labour back- 
bencher is busy oiling the wheels of 
their own careen the mind will arm 
that innocuous looking tourist with 
something more serious - perhaps 
a Heckler and Koch machine-gun 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


the House’s sense of its own digni- 
ty a strangely malleable solemnity 
that can absorb the lazy sloudi of 
frontbench Tbries, propping their 
feet on the dispatch table with a pa- 
tridan loutishness, or even the dos- 
ing-time nowtfiness of overexcited 
MPs, but winch trembles in affront 
at the thought of a tie-less reporter 
or a member of the public writing 


the thwarted MP Whjdjrtfc 
feigned amazement and 

tffhe House had 


locked on foil auto. It istftjust state 
rhetoric that conjures these ag- 
gressive daydreams. If s as much 


Perhaps sensitised by that first 
outrage against pariiamentaiy pro- 
priety the Liberal Democrat MP 
Peter Brand denounced one of my 
colleagues to a clerk for chewing 
nicotine gum in the reporters' 
gallery, masticatory insolence that 


ana amendments to uw 
fic Bill for which, at one point. ffie 
three main parties had mustered 
ftxu; three and two MPs respective^. 

These kind of numbers do 
str ang e things to the chemistry <rf 

nhavtttioi, TVtfs CSTIW constituent 


jn^forsuppoTLnuie*^— 

been foil he would havebeen re- 

wanledwith pantomime ooooWl 
but yesterday not 
on^Wlhuniheproceetog^ 
^counting the number of tons 
Liberal Democrats were teased 
about their prospects m the nn- 

. . ~ rf J n uim rccWI ulC 1 


limited 


IMP pjJfiiiiM- 1UG iXUKV 

ft lprfwnis are mixed together and 
the Mwis kind of frirtion takes 
place but combustion is all but im- 
possible. When John Hutton re- 
fused to give way to Evan Harris, 


soon 

heha«J6*«“-v - — .. , 

colleagues' heroic capacity to with- 
stand tedium. 


Cook defends 


foreign policy 


as ‘radical’ 


ROBIN COOK will hit back at his 
Labour critics today by saying 
that Britain's “tough" foreign 
policy is in tune with the left's 
traditions. 

Mr Cook's speech will be 
seen as a defence of his support 
for the British and American 
bombing of Iraq last month 
and another signal that the 
West will soon launch military 
action against Serbia over its 
actions in Kosovo. 

Same Labour MPs have ac- 
cused Mr Cook of betraying his 
roots in the Campaign for Nu- 
clear Disarmament by en- 
dorsing Tbny Blair's hawkish 
strategy. 

But the Foreign Secretary 
will declare: “Those of us on the 
left of centre believe passion- 
ately in the rule of law, human 
rights, democracy and free- 
dom. 

“We have a strong tradition 
for standing for these values, 
but we can do so only through 
a robust approach to the world 
and a resolve to stand up to 
those who threaten peace and 
stability.” 

Giving the Ernest Revin 
Memorial Lecture, commemo- 


FOHEIGN AFFAIRS 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


rating the former trade union 
leader who became foreign 
secretary in the postwar 
Labour government, Mr Cook 
said: “Serin was a man of the 
left ... but he never confused a 
love of peace with weakness. 

“He knew that in a tough 
world it was not enough just to 
be right.” 

The Fbreign Secretary said 
that Bevin understood one im- 
portant truth - weakness was 
not a left-wing virtue, and a 
peaceful and secure world 
could not be built on a foun- 
dation of weakness. 

Mr Cook added: “Bevin 
knew that standing up to dic- 
tators. defending freedoms and 
enforcing the rifle of law was a 
left-wing cause.” 

The speech came as Mr 
Blair and his ministers stepped 
up their preparations for mili- 
tary action in Kosovo after the 
killing of 45 ethnic Albanians 
last weekend. 

The Prime Minister was due 
to speak to President Bill Clin- 


ton last njght and officials from 
the Contact Group of powers on 
the Balkans meet in London 
today. They are Britain, the 
US, France, Italy, Germany 
and Russia. 

The Prime Minister con- 
firmed in a telephone call to 
Gerhard Schroder, the Ger- 
man Chancellor and current 
holder of the European Union’s 
rotating presidency, that force 
may have to be used against the 
Yugoslav President, Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

However Mr Blair and Mr 
Schrfider also agreed that mil- 
itary action against the back- 
drop of a political vacuum in 
Kosovo could prove futile. 

Downing Street said there 
was a “large convergence of 
views” that President Milose- 
vic's behaviour had been “un- 
acceptable”. But the two 
leaders also agreed that the 
Kosovo Liberation Army had 
been “provocative”. 

In a fiirther sig n tha t militar y 
intervention is looming, the 
crisis in Kosovo dominated yes- 
terday’s meeting of the Cabinet 
in London. 

Kosovo crisis, page 12 




Straw 
will not 
see his 
MI5 file 


SECURITY SERVK3S 

by Sabah Schaefer 

Political Reporter 


Tony Blair signing autographs in London yesterday at the launch of the Millennium Awards Fellowship which 
the voluntary efforts of people m community projects given lottery grants Hm Craig 


recognises 


jack STRAW has admitted that 
MIS kept a file on him and la- 
belled him a “political subver- 
sive’' in the 1970s when he was 
the president of the National : 
Union of Students. 

But the Home Secretary 
made clear he did not want to t 
see the file, because it would be . 
abusing his position. “It is an ac- \ ‘ 
cident for which the security ..... 
service were responsible 25 • 
years ago that I know there is - 
a file on me. But I have not 
looked through it I don't think ' 

I should have any more rights .1 
over that file than any other cit- 
izen in the same position.” 

Allegations that his phone 
was bugged and a file kept on 
him were first made by David 
Shayiei; the ex-MI5 agent who 
revealed a dossier claiming 
“operational inefficiency” and 
“management malpractice”: 
He said the former ministers 
Peter Mandelson and Harriet; \ 
Hannan were also monitored. 

In a BBC television pro- 
gramme, How to be a Home 
Secretary , to be shown on Sun- 
day Mr Straw professed his 
confidence in the security ser- , 
vice. He was “pretiy happy” 
about the way the service was . 
run, adding that he had regu- 
lar meetings with the director- 
general, Stephen Lander . 
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• Luxury Hypnos beds* 

• Spacious en-surte rooms 

• Free parking* 
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• Free newspaper 

• Satellite TV 
in every room 

• Friendly restaurants* 
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Under £5.00 per 
person per night 
with a family of four 


£19.95 all in. 


Sleeps up to a family of 4. 


At Travelodge our en-suite rooms 
can comfortably sleep up to 2 
adults and 2 children - that's 
under £5 per person per night To 


take advantage of our special two 
night offer, call us now on the 
number below. There's nowhere 
better to stay - for £19.95 all in. 


Call Central Reservations 
before 28.01.99 
Please quote reference P190 


0800 850 950 


56 PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS 


AJfretan. Alton (Founrarks), Barnsley, Barton Mills. Bedford [South West), tedworth, Birth. Bognor Regis {Fonlwcffl, Burton in Kendal, Burton South. Canterbury 
North, Chester fNorthop Hall), Corfc, Doncaster. Dumfries Dundee, Edinburgh East. Exeter. Jeering (Colchester), Grantham (New FoxJ, Grantham North, Grantham 
South, Haikyn, Hdlingtey, Hull (South Cave), Ipswich (Beacon Hill), Kilmarnock, Kinross, Liphook, Little Hampton, Ludlow, Manchester North, Monmoutn, Newcastle 
North, North MusJcham, Northampton [Upton Way). Okohampton East, Okchampton West Oxford, Pontefract (Bamsdale), Rugby, Sheffield, Sleaford, Stonchouse. 
Sutton Srolney North. Sutton Scotney South, Taunton, Telford. Thrapston, Tiverton. Warminster, Wellingborough, Worksop, Wrexham, Yeovil (Podimore). 


Toms and Conditions: 'Prices are per room p« night This offer is valid Monday-Sunday and is based on a minimum of 2 
consecutive nights at the same Travelodge. No refunds will be given for early departures. Children must be under 12 yea is. This 
offer a subject to availability and a only valid at participating site. This offer can only be redeemed by quoting PT9Q. A Irnmed 
number of promotional rooms are available on 3 daily toss (based on 2 consecutive nights] and must be booked before 280159. This 
offer a raid from OMim Owomefs must redeem by 280259. Offer not valid between 1 2.0259 to 20 0259. Offer is only available 
for new bookings. This otter b not available for group bookings of more than 5 rooms per night. Minimum 2 mght charge applies 
aH ,Pffi ‘ , P JT > cancdlarions. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount scheme 
(shareholder or otherwise!. This offer cannot be redeemed for one night only VAT included in the price at 17.5% *31 most sites. 
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Air traffic control sell-off 


should be delayed, say MPs 5 


THE GOVERNMENTS £lbn 
plan to privatise air traffic con- 
trol should be put on hold until 
a new centre which is set to im- 
prove safety and reduce delays 
is opened, a committee of MPs 
urged yesterday. 

They argued that any deci- 
sion to opt for a public-private 
partnership should be deferred 
until the Swanwick project in 
Hampshire, the rite of the new 
air traffic control centre for 
Britain, was up and running be- 
cause presently there was “lit- 
tle confidence” in the service's 
accuracy. They found that av- 
erage air traffic delays had in- 
creased from 14 to 17 minutes 
during the last year 

The date for the completion 
of the £475m Swanwick centre 


TRANSPORT 


By Sarah Schaefer 


is uncertain because there 
have been problems with its 
software and the opening, orig- 
inally scheduled for 1996, has 
slipped back to 2002. Until the 
Swanwick centre was opened, 
MPs said, the Government 
should consider restructuring 
the National Air Traffic Services 
within the public sector. 

The report by the Environ- 
ment, Transport and the Re- 
gions Select Committee 
coincided with advice by the 
Civil Aviation Authority that a 
“safe and efficient” air traffic 
service could be under threat 
if the NATS were split up. Sir 
MalcoLm Field, the CAA chair- 


man, said in a letter that a 
break-up of the present system 
would result in higher costs to 
customers and “even increase 
flight delays”. Privatisation of 
air traffic services has been 
controversial since before the 
last general election. It was op- 
posed by Labour under the 
Tbries but the leadership 
swung behind it during the 
campaign. Dr John Reid, the 
Transport minister said in his 
evidence to the committee that 
he was in favour of the public- 
private partnership if the time 
for a sell-off was right so that 
the tax- payer would get best 
value for money. 

He suggested that legislation 
to implement the privatisation 
could be passed before the 


next general election, but only . ' ; 
enacted “at the appropriate ' * 

time”. MPs also urged regular 
checks on the health and * 
morale of air traffic controllers ‘ ~~ 
amid a safety threat because of 
their increasing workload. 

■ The Government Launched a 
crackdown on airport security 
breaches across Britain yes- 
terday amid recent allegations 
that a contract cleaning firm at ^ 
Heathrow gave out a temporary 
access pass without checking 
the employee's references. 

Dr John Reid, the Transport 
minister; said “only one breach” '■ 
of security could cost lives and 
ordered that all security pass- 
es from Skyiiner’s temporary 
staff be withdrawn pending an 
inquiry. 


questions 

and 


ANSWERS 


Voting rights 

DEBATE ON the Bill to 
scrap hereditary peers' 
voting rights will start in 
the Commons cm Monday 
1 February, said the 
Commons leader; 
Margaret Beckett. 


Assembly site 

A SURVEY of visitors to 
an exhibition of design 
proposals for the two 
shortlisted buildings to 
house the new mayor and 
assembly for London 
showed a dear 
preference for the 
London Bridge City site 
on the south bank. 


Missile claim 

IRAN has demanded 
compensation from 
Britain for a missile that 
landed on its territory 
during last month's air 
strikes against Iraq, the 
Fbreign Office minister 
Derek Fhtche tt disclosed, 
stressing that British 
forces did not fire any 
missiles during Operation 
Desert Fox. 


Prescott lines up 
with New Labour 


JOHN PRESCOTT publicly em- 
braced “New Labour” last 
night and praised Tony Blair's 
fulfilment of manifesto com- 
mitments, including the mini- 
mum wage, trade union 
recognition and the reform of 
the House of Lords. 

The Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter's speech, which was firmly 
“on message", was intended to 
scotch reports over Christmas 
after the resignation of Peter 
Mandelson that he was chal- 
lenging the direction of the 
Government Mr Prescott, who 
has a reputation for avoiding 
the term “New Labour”, used 
the speech in London to demon- 
strate that New Labour's ob- 
jectives are identical with his 
own agenda for “traditional val- 
ues in a modern setting”. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
also reinforced the message 
that he has forged a close work- 
ing relationship with Gordon 
Brown. He said the Chancel- 
lor's comprehensive spending 
review, which led to the redis- 
tribution of more than £40bn to 
health and education, was a 
“tremendous credit” to Mr 
Brown. “Without Gordon 
Brown we would not have 


PARTY POLICY 


By colin brown 
C hief Political Correspondent 


achieved the radical new forms 
Of public-private partnership, 
recycling of road user charges, 
‘green’ principles in our code of 
taxation or the wnphug g on in- 
creasing capital investment," 
he told a conference of the Cen- 
tre for local Economic Studies. 

“We believe that a thriving 
economy and social justice are 
two sides of the same coin,” he 
said. “I am proud to be a pro- 
ponent of Labour's traditional 
values. But I am equally proud 
to be a champion of new think- 
ing and modern methods, to 
achieve our aims in a modern 
way. Ignore all the journalistic 
prattle. Look at what my de- 
partment is doing - putting 
New Labour principles into 
practical action.” 

Wsraissing media coverage 
of the Government's “black 
Christmas” as “the politics of 
soap opera", Mr Prescott said- 
“I believe that the media con- 
centration on gossip and per- 
sonalities directly follows from 
toe inability to sustain a serious 
attack on our policies." 


The House 



Value initiative 

MEASURES TO 
encourage town halls to 
find the efficient ways to 

provide housing services 
to address homelessness, 
private sector renewal 
and energy efficient 
housing were launched 

by Housing Minister 
Hilaiy Armstrong as part 
of the Government’s Best 
Value initiative. 


No conflict 

STEPS HAVE been taken 
to ensure there was no 
conflict of interest for 
junior trade and industry 
Minister Lord Sainsburv 

of Turvifle, TVade 

Secreta ry Stephen Byers 
S0 id, after Tories 
demanded to take 
responsibility for policy 
on genetically modified 

food away from him 
because he had stakes in 
companies involved in 
genetic research. 
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Diana 

inquiry 

officially 

ended 


THE JUDICIAL investigation of 
the accident that killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales will be de- 
clared officially over today. 

But decisions on who - if any- 
one - should be prosecuted for 
their part in events before and 
after the accident beneath the 
Place de L’Alma nearly 17 
months ago will not be made for 
several weeks. 

In only the second public 
statement since the inquiry 
began, the public prosecutor’s 
office in Paris is expected to an- 
nounce that Judge Serve 
Stephan has completed his in- 
vestigations. The dossier, in- 
cluding interviews with 153 
witnesses and potential wit- 
nesses, and the most exhaus- 
tive technical examination 
done on a wrecked car in 
France, runs to more than 
50,000 pages. 

Leaks earlier this month 
suggested that Judge Stephan 
had decided nobody should be 
prosecuted for actions leading 
to the crash but that three 
members of the pursuing press 
pack should be accused of fail- 
ing to help the victims. Sources 
say these leaks were faulty, 
based on official documents 
presented to the investigation, 
not the conclusions. 

The length and costs of the 
inquiry - estimated at £6m - 
have provoked controversy in 
Britain and France. But Judge 
Stephan was said to be deter- 
mined to Lay to rest every ru- 
mour; innuendo and speculative 
report before he finished. His 
report is expected to reject 
flatly any suggestion that the 
crash early on 31 August was 
not an accident 

Most of the blame is likely to 
foil on the driver; Henri Paul, 
who had been drinking heavi- 
ly and taking anti-depressant . 
drugs. Mr Raul and Diana’s 


BY JO HN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 

companion, Dodi Fbyed, died in- 
stantly when their armoured 
Mercedes - which Mr Paul was 
not qualified to drive - spun out 
of control and hit the 13th pil- 
lar of a narrow, twisting un- 
derpass. Diana died la ter from 
her injuries. 

Although the inquiry is for- 
mally over there will be no 
conclusions on possible prose- 
cutions for six to eight weeks, 
perhaps longer. AG parties in 
the case - the 10 pursuing pho- 
tographers facing possible 
manslaughter charges, the 
families of the three victims and 
the survivor, the bodyguard 
Trevor Rees- Jones - have 20 
days to request further inves- 
tigation. If Judge Stephan re- 
jects their requests, the parties 
can appeal delaying the entire 
process for months longer 

If everybody is satisfied, the 
judge will hand the dossier to 
the public prosecutor’s office 
in the middle of next month. 
The procwreur, or public pros- 
ecutor; has three months to rec- 
ommend whether criminal 
charges should be brought al- 
though a swifter decision is 
expected. The judge has a fur- 
ther two weeks to accept or re- 
ject the prosecutor's opinion. 

Even without an appeal for 
more inquiries, judicial sources 
say no decision on charges 
should be expected before the 
middle of March. 

Sources believe Judge 
Stephan has found no convinc- 
ing evidence that the photog- 
raphers caused the crash. 

He is also said to be uncon- 
vinced by calls from Mr Rees- 
Jones’ lawyers for negligence 
charges to be brought against 
the Bitz Hotel, who. employed 
Mr Paul 



The Romanesque splendour of Ely Cathedral, which has been awarded the second largest grant of £416,000 from English Heritage Andrew Buurman 

£9m grant rescues English cathedrals 


By Clare Garner 

ENGLISH CATHEDRALS were 
awarded £9m yesterday to be 
spent on essential repairs over 
the next three years. 

English Heritage an- 
nounced grants totalling more 
than £3m to be shared among 
29 cathedrals over the coming 
year, and a further £6m to fol- 
low, provided the work was 
completed on time. 

Announcing the award at 
Ely Cathedral, Sir Jocelyn 
Stevens, chairman of English 
Heritage, said: “Now that the 
Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport has agreed 
our funding for the next three 
years, for the first time we will 
be able to give cathedrals the 


m 
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From left, Salisbury Cathedral, which receives a £503,000 grant, and Worcester and Lincoln cathedrals 


security of knowing what fund- 
ing the cathedrals can expect 
from English Heritage over the 
next three years.’’ 

The largest individual grant, 
£503,000, went to Salisbury 
. Cathedral for continuing work 
on the west-front masonry. 


and repairs to medieval 
glazing. 

Ely Cathedral an impres- 
sive example of Romanesque 
architecture that dominates 
the small city and its sur- 
rounding landscape, received 
the second largest £416^00. Dr 


Michael Hi gg ins, the Dean of 
Ely, said: “This magnificent 
grant takes Ety into the last 
stages of a £l2m restoration, 
the biggest in our long history." 

Sir Jocelyn praised Dr 
Higgins for the way he had put 
together plans and completed 


(hem on time and within bud- 
get He said he wished all 
cathedrals were as effective as 
Ely and warned that when it 
came to agreeing grants for the 
second and third years, cathe- 
drals would be judged on their 
record in this coming year. 


England's cathedrals were, he 
added, “admired and visited by 
people [from] all over the 
world”, and provided an edu- 
cation resource and employ- 
ment as well as promoting 
high standards in skiDs such as 
stone and lead-working. “It is 
of the utmost importance that 
everything is done to help pre- 
serve them and the treasures 
they contain," he said 
Other large grants for the 
coming year went to Lincoln 
Cathedral, £364,000, and 
Worcester Cathedral £360,000. 
Gloucester Cathedral received 
£175.000 and St Paul’s £100.000. 
Since 1991 English Heritage 
has given almost £30m to the 
nation’s great ecclesiastical 
buddings. 


Dinosaur that sprinted like 
a cheetah is found in fossil 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Correspondent 
in Los Angeles 

ONE OF the most perfectly pre- 
served fossils of a meat-eating 
dinosaur - giving a unique view 
of the animal’s internal organs 

- has revealed that although the 
extinct carnivores often 
lounged around like lizards, 
they could also sprint like a 
cheetah. 

A stucty of (he fossil therapod 

- the group that includes 
T rex and the vicious veloci- 
raptors of Steven Spielberg’s 
Jurassic Park -shows their or- 
gans were perfectly adapted to 
frantic bursts erf speed when it 
was necessary. 

The fossfl of a baby Sdpi- 
onyx, which lived 110 million 
years ago and bore a resem- 
blance to velotiraptors, dis- 
plays within the body cavity a 
partition separating the heart 
and lungs from the liver and 
guts. Scientists believe this 
actedasapriirnthrediat for ag in , 
which ventilated the lungs dur- 
ing periods of intense activity. 

Nicholas Gdst, a dinosaur 
expert at Oregon State Uni- 
versity and member of the 
team that studied (he fossfl, said 
the find has shed new light on 
the behaviour of the dinosaurs 
and could help to resolve 
whether they were cold- 
blooded, Eke reptile s , or warm- 







Scipionyx could lounge like a lizard but was no slouch wben a meal beckoned OSU 


blooded, like mammals. “The 
therapod dinosaurs were fast, 
dangerous animals, certainty 
not slow or sluggish. Tbqjr could 
conserve energy much of the 
time and then ^3 like hell when- 
ever they wanted to ... 

“This fossil is helping to con- 
firm the dinosaurs were ... 
cold-blooded... But the extra- 
ordinary condition of the fossil 

aB<w gs iis tn hang s nmp'rp^wt oo 
the bones of these animals and 
bring them back to life a tittle 


bit It’s almost like a dinosaur 
dissection." 

Cold-blooded animals in a 
warm climate can move quick- 
ly Dr Geist added “Then, if you 
add in the lung capacity that 
we’re finding for meat-eating di- 
nosaurs, what you have is a 
turbo-charged reptile. If you 
could go back in time and saw 

one of them, that’s probably the 

last thing you’d ever see." 

The fossfl Scipionyx was 
found in Italy. Tferry Jones, an- 


other member of the Oregon 
team, said: “The baby dinosaur 
probably dial in a... saltwater 
marsh that preserved its struc- 
ture increcfibty well. It’s like a 


and shows us more about di- 
nosaur biology than we ever 
knew before." Details of the 
findings are in Science, journal 
of the American Association for 

the Advancement of Science, 
which yesterday opened its an- 
nual meeting in Los Angeles. 


Prisoner copied death-row video 


A REMAND prisoner at a pri- 
vately run jail was found hang- 
ing in his cell within hours of 
watching a rented video about 
a death row inmate bring sent 

to the gas chamber 

The coroner at the man's in- 


By Ian Bubrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

charged with murdering his 


cem that inmates should be 
allowed to watch films showing 
prisoners awaiting execution. 

Michael Ariiss, 31, died is 
Doncaster prison shortly after - 
watching The Chamber, a film 
based on a John Grisham 
novel. Mr Ariiss, who was 


in (he prison for seven months 
when he was found dead on the 
morning of 24 March last year 
Jail staff described him as a 
model prisoner. He was not 
considered a suicide risk 
The Doncaster coroner; 
Stanley Hooper, said; T am 
concerned about the feet that 
entertainment ... [of this type] 
... should be shown to prison- 


ers. I will write to the Home 
Secretary because Fm told 
there is no nationwide policy 
about what is shown in prisons. 
I will ask that consideration be 
given to some sort of restric- 
tions on what is available, not 
least to men and women on re- 
mand for charges of murder” 
Doncaster prison is a private 
jail run by an American com- 
pany. Premier Prisons. It has 
category B status and houses 
1,100 inmates, some of whom 
have been sentenced and oth- 
ers who are on remand. 


Kerin Rogers, the prison di- 
rector said be had no power to 
censor which films inmates 
watched, although pornography 
was banned. *Tf the film was 
about making bombs, guns or 
escape plans I might be able to 
stop it because it posed a threat 
to prison security but I am not 
in a position to censor ordinary 
films even though I am a prison 
governor;" he said 
The jury returned a verdict 
that Mr Ariiss, who had in- 
tended to plead not guilty to 
murder; killed himself. 


WHEN YOU THINK 
YOU HAVE HEARD IT 
ALL BEFORE, 
LISTEN 


Start hearing the nuances. 
Appreciate the subtleties. 
Revel in the shades. 
Enjoy music afresh. 

To give your ears 
a new lease on life, 

IBP FREEPHONE 0500 101501, 

or complete and return the freepost 
coupon below. 

By return we will send you a copy 
of MUSIC AT HOME: The 
Ultimate Guide, telling you all 
you need to know about the very 
best in audio and home 
entertainment equipment 

Even if you cannot tell hertz from 
Hertz, the options will soon 
become clear. 

The guide is FREE. 

The equipment costs less 
than you think. 

Produced by Audio Excellence, Audio T 
and the 43 leading Hi-fi suppliers 


www.music-at-home.co.uk 
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Please send me my FREE copy of 

MUSIC AT HOME - The Ultimate Guide wk only? 


ADDRESS 


POST CODE . 


Music at Home IN3, Freepost 11/1747, Abingdon. OX14 4YQ 
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Mil 300 


SAVE £20 


' 62-221 WAS £799 


ON ALL-IN-ONE PRINTERS 




SAVE £100 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


HEwS 

Printer, Copier, Scanner & Fax in One 

600 x 300 dpi resolution colour printer, 
colour copier, colour scanner SALE PUCE 

and plain paper fax machine. INC m A 
MODEL: OJ 635. "T Illy 


I LOWEST | 
EVER 

- ~\ wIS PRICE 


lowest ever 

priced pc 
& PRINTER 
& SCANNER 






SAVE-1200 


ON PORTABLES 




HEWLETT PACKARD 

Pmrter, Copier A flatbed Scanner in One 

prints, copies and scans in full 
colour. Fast printing at up to PC WORLD PRICE 
8 pages per minute. Flatbed mm**** 

design allows easy copying V *L Tlin 

and scanning. f J 

MODEL: OJ 1150c. 






MS NET 

233MHz Intel- Pentium 
Processor with MMX” 
Technology 

32Mb SDRAM. 2.1Gb Haid 
Disk. Detachable Hard Disk. 
TIT TFT Colour Display. 

24x CD-ROM. Windows M. 
MODEL; MDIOO. 


NEW 
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PATRIOT Cyrix Mil 300 Processor 

?? M M^2 M '3 1Gb H i? rd DiS ^ 512k C"** Memory, 

5 Mutamed^, 4Mb Graphics.* 14' Colour Monitor, 

Include s Windows 98. MODEL- Patriot 300. 

FREE FLATBED SCANNER. Model: Prfmax MB0 
ggjllcOUJUR INKJET PRINTER, Model: Lexmark CJ 1 100 


PC WORLD PRICE 


INC 


598 


266MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

with MMX™ Technology 

32Mb SDRAM, PC WORLD PRICE 


32Mb SDRAM, 

3.2Gb Hard Disk, 

T2.I" HPA Colour Display, ***£ 
512k Cache Memory, 

24x CD-ROM, 0 

Windows 98. 

MODEL PCG-7451T. » 
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COMPAQ 

266MHz AMD KG 
Processor 

32Mb SDRAM, 3.2Gb Hard 
Disk. 12.1- HPA Colour 
Deplay. CD-ROM, 

512k L2 Cache, 

Windows 9B, 

2Mb Graphics 
memory. 

MODEL: 

Press no 1234. 
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233MHz PowerPC G3 
Processor 

32Mb SDRAM, 4.0Gb Hard Disk, 
5 1 2k Cache Memory, 

24x Multimedia, 6Mb 5GRAM 
Graphics; 56k Modem, Built-in 
1 5" Colour Monitor, Built-in 
Ethernet network connection. 
Includes: Mac OS 8.5, Netscape 
Navigator and much more. 
MODEL iMac 
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Technology: Traditional children’s favourite in trouble as computer mania hits everything from shares to toys 

Lego lays off 1,000 



as toys go digital 


Lego has been hit by the growth of computer toys such as Sony's Playstation 


Experts warn 
of Internet 
share crash 


John Laiorence 


LEGO, THE legendary maker of 
toy bricks, is to scrap 1,000 jobs 
worldwide in a move to fight 
competition from electronic 
games and restore its crumbling 
finance s. 

The sweeping restructur- 
ing, announced yesterday, 
comes after a year in which the 
Danish group's performance 
was hit by the huge growth in 
a new breed of computer 
games, such as those carried by 
Sony’s Playstation. Industry 
experts say most children have 
ditched Lego's old fashioned 
bricks, which have remained 
virtuaity unchanged for half a 
century, for high-tech games. 

The company tried to bridge 
the gap last year with the 
launch of Lego Mindstorms, an 
‘intelligent” brick fitted with a 
microchip that can be built into 


BY FRANCESCO GUEKRERA 

a moving robot Lego’s efforts 
to get rid of its staid image also 
saw the Danish company tie up 
with Walt Disney to market 
Winnie the Pooh and with the 
film director George Lucas to 
sell toys modelled on the Star 
Wtors characters. 

However, analysts believe 
that Lego’s marketing efforts 
are doomed unless the com- 
pany reforms its internal work- 
ings. The company said 
yesterday that its inefficient 

corporate structure and difficult 

market conditions would push 
it into the red for the first time 
in its 67-year history. 

The firm said the job cuts 
were needed to stop the slide 
in sales and profits. In a letter 
to the group's 10,000 employees, 


Kjeld Kirk Kristiansen, Lego's 
billionaire owner; said the com- 
pany needed a “fitness pro- 
gramme" to improve its 
financial health. “Just like ath- 
letes, before we begin our all- 
important task we have to slim 
down and improve our overall 
health,” he said. 

The programme would see 
the disappearance of 1,000 jobs 
in 30 countries. In Britain, Lego 
has about 300 employees, main- 
ly in the Legoland Park in Wind- 
sor; Berkshire, and in its sales 
operation in Wrexham, Clwyd. A 
spokesman said it was “too 
early” to say where the axe 
would fall but a counselling cen- 
tre would be set up to help with 
the stress of redundancy. “It's 
part of the Lego culture of being 
close to our staff" 

Mr Kristiansen, whose per- 


sonal fortune is estimated at 
about $2.3bn (£i.4bn), said the 
cuts would come mainly among 
administrative staff to “create 
a new, simpler and above all 
more efficient business sys- 
tem". 

Industry experts believe that 
Lego's bloated workforce is one 
of the reasons for its problems 
and it will not be able to reverse 
its poor performance in the 
short term. They estimate Lego 
will post a loss of about 200m 
Danish Krona (£i9m) when it 
unveils its results for last year 
at the end of April 

Mr Kristiansen, the third 
generation of his family to run 
the firm, said Lego was not fac- 
ing a crisis. “We will not devi- 
ate from our goal of being the 
world's strongest brand among 
families," he said 
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THE LAUGHTER over Wall 
Street just now is almost audible. 
It erupts dafly with the opening 
of the markets and if you listen 
carefully you will hear a million 
tongues chanting two magic 
words. Dot-com, they recite over 
and oven dot-com. It is the sound 
of unrestrained cheer and, it 
must be said, of high anxiety. 

Warning came from one of 
the Street's best-know sages 
yesterday; this is a bubble that 
wiU surety burst And indeed an 
abrupt sell-off of Internet stocks 
in New Ybrkyesterday sent the 
Nasdaq ex chang e plummeting 
by an ominous 3 per cent 

This is the season, the chap- 
ter in human history, that the 
world found the Internet And 
went mitsover it The rules that 
Wall Street has lived by for 
decades - such as calibrating 
stock values against earnings 
- have been thrown out In- 
vestors want nothing of com- 
mon sense and caution. Show 
them an Internet stock and 
they will buy it; never mind if 
the company has no earnings. 

The stars are well known. 
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They include Amazon.com, the 
virtual book and compact disc 
seller. It still loses money and, 
according to some analysts, 
has little immediate prospect of 
seeing any profits at alL And yet 
its stock rose 966 per cent last 
year. The company is now val- 
ued at $l8bn (£i0.9bn). Add to 
your list Yahoo!, with its Inter- 
net directory site, the digital 
auction house eBay and the 
grandfather of online services, 
America Online. 

Speaking up for those fear- 
ing a crash-landing for these in- 
vestors is Barton Biggs, 
fharmuin of the Morgan Stan- 
ley bank and oracle of the mar- 
kets. He warned, in particular; 
of the inexperience in matters 
of the market among most of 
the investors wooed by the 
magic of the Net “They are 
buying stocks strictly on the 
hams of their personal experi- 
ence in the Internet,” he said 
yesterday in a speech in Japan. 


By David usborne 
in New York 

“It’s the wildest thing I’ve 
ever seen," commented Chuck 
Hill, research director of the 
market researchers First Call 
in New York. “I think die mar- 
ket as a whole is over priced 
and that we’re in a bubble and 
the extreme within that bubble 
is the Internet stocks.” 

Some see parallels with the 
Dutch tulip craze of 1635, when 
investors worldwide rushed to 
spend today’s equivalent of 
617,000 to $76,000 on a single 
bulb. What made a humble bulb 
such a must-buy is hard now to 
imagine. But toe Internet seems 
more compelling. We are in the 
midst (rf a new revolution, tte ar- 
gument goes, akin to the dawn- 
ing of the industrial age. 

Believers say that a whole 
new society is opening before 
us. where commerce will no 
longer be conducted in the 
physical world of bricks and 
mortar but in the digital world 
ofcybff-space.Theswingofthe 
shcp door w31 give way to the 
mouse-click and the browser 
And there is evidence to support 
the theory. In this last Christ- 
mas season, no fewer than 17 
million Americans entered toe 
universe of the Internet for toe 
first time. Most hi them were 
there to buy things. 

And so the stocks have risen. 
Most startling bare been toe se- 
rial initial public offerings 
(IPOs) in recent months of new 
companies with one thing in 
common: no profits, but dot- 
com after their name It was 
five weeks ago, for example, 
that theglobe.com, the compa- 
ny that now is seeking a part- 
ner in Britain, listed itself on the 
Nasdaq and saw toe value of its 
shares rise 606 per cent in that 
first day. 

The flood of money most of 
it from small investors but re- 
cently from, institutions as well 
has thus propelled market val- 
ues to truty astonishing heights. 
The auction house eBay which 
is essentialty a non-step car-bc 
sale in qyberspace, is nowworto 
six times as much as Sotheby’s. 
No wonder the latter an- 
nounced this week that it is to 
launch its own web site, to be 
called sothebys.com. 

Fbunded only 1394, Yahoo!, 
that has the meet popular por- 
tal site in the industry, offering 
one-dick access to entertain- 
ment, news, online shipping 
and (of course) stock trading; 
is now worth twice the empire 
that RupertMurdoch built No 
wonder he tried this week to 
pour cold water oa toe Internet, 
suggesting it 'would destroy 
more companies than it creat- 
ed. Yhhoo!, indeed is more valu- 
able than General Motors. 

The same sums can be 
made for America Online. The 
company which recently made 
headlines gobbling up browser 
pioneer Netscape, is more valu- 
able today than either Du Pont, 
Chevron or Eastman Kodak. 
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“SEVEN SEATS?” though t Alice. “And AIR-CONDITIONING? ilntf ANT I- LOCK BRAKES ? 
And TWO YEARS' FREE SERVICING? And TWO YEARS' INTEREST-FREE CREDIT? 
AU this from £18 £95?" She fell dreadfully puzzled. 


Apart from all our favourite stories and characters, what are the essentials of a happy 

childhood ? Security ? Comfort ? Doing things together and getting on as a family ? 

All the things the new Espace was designed to make easier. And now the Espace Afize 
goes further. To standard safety features like driver and passenger airbags, we’ve added AJ3S. 
To little luxuries like a remote -control hi-fi, we've added air-conditioning all round. 

And so that such benefits can be enjoyed more widely, the Aliz^ comes with seven 
seats (the rear five all adjustable, foldable and removable ). Plus two years' free servicing. 
Plus two years’ interest free credit. From £18,995 on the road. 

“Curiouser and curiouser!” cried Alice (she was so much surprised, that for the moment 
she quite forgot how to speak good English). For more information, call 0800 52 51 50- 
The Espace; Part of the perfect childhood. 


•*i. 
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Philip Hensher 

We want a martyr; and 
martyrs aren’t bitter, don’t 
behave badly or have sex 
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Serbs insist 



must get out 


A Kosovo Liberation Army guerrilla walking home with his child at Papaz yesterday 


Reuters 


BRITAIN AND the West ap- 
peared to move closer to imli- 

tary action against Seri) forces 

in the crisis over Kosovo yes- 
terday as (fiplomats made fran- 
tic efforts to negotiate their 
way out of the stand-off involv- 
ing the threat to espeithe man 
international pmnitnr 

Tony Blair was expected to 
call President Bill Clinton, last 
night as the Serbs refused to 
back down in their expulsion of 
the mon itor, William Walker. 
Mr Blair also called die current 
EU President and German 
Chancellor, Gerhard SchrOder; 
to discuss the prospect offeree 

bein g nsed to Pr esident 

Slobodan Milosevic back down. 
Mr Walker; head of the Or- 


by Paul Wood a nd 
Raymond Whitaker 
in Pristina 


Finally a January sale with 
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all the colours in all the sizes. 


Rover 214 Si 3 door 



1 years free insurances 
Power steering 
Driver’s airbag 
Electric front windows 
Remote central door locking 
Electric sunroof 
Alarm and immobiliser 


Plus 

£500 cowards deposit*' 


£129pm* ar 9.9% APR. 

On the road cash price:* £1254 5 
Less deposit: £4205.82 
Amount of Credit: £8339-18 
Total Charge for Credit:*' £L472S4 
First Monthly Payment: 1 £209 
23 Monthly Payments: £129 
Optional Final Payment : n £6636.02 
(Guaranteed Minimum Future Value *) 
. Total Amount Payable: £14.01/54 
Term of Agreement: 25 Months 


Rover 414Si 5 door. 



2 years' free servicing 8 
Power steering 

Electric windows and mirrors 
Driver's airbag 
Electric sunroof 
Remote central door locking 
Alarm and immobiliser 


Plus 

£500 towards deposit' 


1149pm* ac 9.9% APR. 

On rhe road cash price* £14345 
Less deposit: £571719 
Amount of Credit: £8,62781 
Total Charge for Credit:** £L4S4.0S 
First Monthly Payment: 1, £229 
23 Monthly Payments: £149 
Optional Final Payment: 0 £6,455.89 
(Guaranteed Minimum Future Value*) 
Total Amount Riyable: £15.829.08 
Term of Aa,rrcmenr 25 Months 
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Rover 618iS. 



Air conditioning 
Front fog lamps 
Half leather sporrs seats. 
Drivers airbag 
Sports alloy wheels 
Electric windows and mirrors 
Alarm and immobiliser 


Plus 

£500 towards deposit*' 


U69pm 4 ac 9.9% APR. 

On the road cash price:* £17075 
Less deposit: £7,05959 
Amounr of Credit £10.01541 
Total Charge for Credit** £1,715.09 
First Monthly Payment: 1 5249 
23 Monthly Paymcnrs: £169 
Optional Final Riymenc: 11 £7594.50 
(Guaranteed Minimum Future Value*) 
Total Amount Payable £18.790.09 
Term of Agreement 25 Months 



Rover 820i Saloon. 


Driver and Passenger airbags 
Anti lock brakes 
Electric windows and mirrors 
Air conditioning 
Alarm and immobiliser 


Plus 

£500 towards deposit' 


«£189pm* ac 9.9% APR. 

On the road cash price:* £19725 
Less deposit: £9786.58 
Amount of Credit £9,938.42 
Total Charge for Credit** £L65322 
first Monthly Piymenr: 1 £269 
23 Monthly Payments: £J89 
Optional Final Payment 0 £6,97564 
(Guaranteed Minimum Future Value*) 
Total Amount Payable: £21378.22 
Term of Agreement: 25 Months 


With four separate models and 26 colours, you may find it a iiede difficult choosing from our collection. 
However, they all have a typical APR of only 9.9%,* on Rover Select: Alternatively 0% APR A finance is 
available with Rover Purchase (50% minimum deposit) on the 200 and 400 series, which should make 
your decision that bit easier So whether you’re after an elegant midnight blue 8201 or a racy little red 
number, we’ve got something to suit everyone. 



Offers available until 31st January 1999 Call 0345 186 186 or visit your local Rover dealer and rake 
a fresh look, wwwrover.co.uk 


ROVER DEALERS 
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garrigfltinn for Security and Co- 

operation in Europe (OSCE) 
monitors, was ordered to leave 

after accusing the Serbs of the 

cold-blooded massacre of 45 
civilians in the village of Racak 
last Friday. 

The fallout from the mas- 
sacre issue dominated yester- 
day’s Downing Street cabinet 
meeting, and top diplomats 
from the six-nation Contact 
group of rations — UK, Ameri- 
ca, France, Italy Germany and 
Russia - are due in London 
today for more talks. 

The struggle over the bodies 
of 45 Kosovo Albanians, lying in 
a mortuary at Pristina’s main 

hospital, has gone this way and 

that in the past few days, cre- 
ating multiple distractions for 
the international community 

and taking atten tion away from 
the central question: who is re- 
sponsible fin* their deaths? 

Last Saturday, hours after 
the bodies were found strewn 
over a hilltop near the village. 
William TOilker was in no doubt 
about where to put the blame. 
He said it was a massacre, and 
Serbian security forces were re- 
sponsible. Yesterday he re- 
peated that there was nothing 
new to shake this conviction. 

Th e days since the trilling s 
have not brought anyone clos- 
er to the truth, however Instead 
it has receded in a welter of ac- 
cusations, dubious Harms and 
diplomatic wrangling over Mr 
Walker himsrff, who was de- 
clared persona non grata by 
the Yugoslav government fro: 
his pains. His master s at the 
OSCE have refused to withdraw 
him and yesterday KnutVolle- 
bak, Norwegian Foreign Min- 
ister and current chairman of 
the organisation, was meeting 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
in Belgrade in an effort to have 
the expulsion rescinded. 

Bel^ade is unlikeiy to throw 
out Mr Walker by force: that 
might provoke Nato into mak- 
ing air strikes. But the Serbs 
have seen off Louise Arboui; the 
international war crimes pros- 
ecutor who has returned to The 
Hague after being refused per- 
mission to enter Kosovo, and 
the tussle over Mr Walker is 
another welcome diversion for 
Mr Milosevic as he seeks ways 
to dissipate international in- 
dignation over Racak. 


The only investigators air 
lowed access to the bodies are 
a te*™ of Finnish pathologists, 
who yesterday began X-raymg 

the corpses in an attempt to de- 
termine whether they were _ 
tamp ered with by the Kosovo 
liberation Army, as Serbian.:; 
sources claim, to make them 
appear victims of an atrocity^ 
This theory has gained cur- 
rency after reports in the., 
French press said that a video-, 
tape of the fighting around , . 
Racak showed no sign of a.; 
massacre. The Serb side has r 
claime d that the KLA stripped 
militar y uniforms from some of 
the dead and put them in ciyfl- 
tan c lo thin g , and that bodies 
were brought from elsewhere 
to the village. But journalists - 
including T7ie Independent’s - . 
who reached the scene last 
weekend insist that the vie- ; 
time showed every sign of hav- 
in g been killed at dose range; 
bullet holes in their bodies 
matched those in their dothing, 



William Walker: OSCE 
refused to withdraw him 


and in any case several had 
been bludgeoned to death 
rathe* than shot 
These witnesses add that the 
crewwhich shot the videotape 
was some distance away and 
did not reach the village. The 
same applies to the French 
journalists whose reports have/ 
cast doubt on the atrocity the- 
ory - reports that have been . 
seized on by the Serb side, r J 
The KLA has admitted nine 
of its fighters were killed in the 
fighting around Racak and that 
their bodies were removed for 
burial. It is possible that some 
of the dvilian bodies were , 
moved at the same time, but . 
those who were at the scene in- 
sist this does not detract ma- . 
tonally from the overwhelming 
evidence. 
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Human rights 
‘breached by 
French laws’ 


FRANCE’S SWEEPING anti-ter- 
rorist laws breach basic human 
rights and should be repealed, 
according to a report prepared 
by a British lawyer for an in- 
ternational rights group. 

The report says the laws 
give a small group of investi- 
gating magistrates excessive 
powers of detention without 
charge: that they lead to inor- 
dinately long investigations, 
which trample on the basic 
rights of defendants; and that 
they allow the arrest of the most 
tenuous associates of alleged 
terrorists on almost no evi- 
dence whatsoever: 

The British lawyer parity 
responsible for the report, 
Michael McCdgan, said he was 
“astonished" by the draconian 
character of the French laws, 
which could be compared onty 
to those he had investigated in 
the Third Worid. 

He and his Italian colleague. 
AHessandroAttanasio, said that 
the laws - and their imple- 
mentation by an anti-terrorist 
ceil of four judges - had gen- 
erated a kind of “theatrical jus- 
tice”, fond of “mass trials". 

The whole process seemed 

to be designed to impress and 
r p assure public opinion rather 

Uian tackle the -real perpetra- 

tors of terrorist acts". 

The report which was pre- 
pared for the International Fed- 
eration of Human Rights 
coincides with the delayed ver- 
dirt raepected today in the trial 
of 138 people accused of being 
involved with an Islamist ter- 
rorist network. 

There were so many defen- 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 


dants in the trial -many of them 
on the catch-all charge of “as- 
sociation with wrongdoers" - 

that a prison gymnasium in the 
Fhris suburbs had to be rebuilt 

to seat all the accused and 
their lawyers. In the event, 
most of the lawyers and the 
minor accused walked out, 
leaving the giant courtroom . 
empty. 

The criticisms in Mr Mc- 
Colgan’s report echo many of 
the complaints made by de- 
fence lawyers in this and other 
trials since the terrorist laws 
were enacted between 1986 
and 1997. 


idsm of theantocraticbel 
jour of the chief anti-terre 
judge. Jean-Louis Brugui 

The report points out 1 
terrorist suspects arresta 
Mr Brugutere and his ti 
spend an average of 14 moi 
- and up to threeyears - in 
tention without charge, o 
pared with a national aver 
in aQ criminal cases of 1 
months. 

The findings were welcot 
by some French lawyers ; 
human-rights groups but - 
missed in anonymous a 
ments to the French press 
one of the judges involves 
ignorant" and “excessive’ 

The unnamed judge accu 
Mr McColgan in particulai 
demonstrating “total ina 
petence" in the French I 
owing his two-month inve 
gation. 
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Clinton lawyers denounce evidence 


WHITE HOUSE lawyers wound 
up their defence of President 
Bill Clinton in the Senate yes- 
terday, protesting that the 
charges against him were 
flawed and on no account jus- 
tified his removal from office. 

The ousting of a democrati- 
cally elected president, the de- 
fence argued, would be a 
unique and momentous deci- 
sion out of all proportion to the 
offences alleged and the 
achievements of his presiden- 
cy. The last president to be sub- 
ject to Senate trial, Andrew 
Johnson in 1868, was acquitted 
by a single vote. 

Tb bolster their case, in style 
as well as substance, the de- 
fence team had co-opted Dale 
Bumpers, the newly retired 
Democrat senator from Mr 
Clinton’s home state of 
Arkansas, to deliver the closing 
statement Mr Bumpers, whose 
departure from the Senate last 
year was lamented in Wash- 
ington and in his home state 
equally as the end of an era, lent 
to the White House defence the 
flights of soaring rhetoric and 
lofty principle that its argu- 
ments had mostly lacked. 

Mr Bumpers was valuable 
not only as a practised advocate 
in the style to which the Senate 
aspires, but as an Arkansan, 
familiar with the President's 
background and the political 
mores of his home state. A c- 
corcfiog to Arkansas natives, the 
shenanigans in and around the 
capital, little Hock, at least in 
the past, make whatever Bill 
Clinton was up to in the White 
House look like adolescent 
naivete. 

Mr Bumpers’ dosing oration 
followed two-and-a-half days 
in which defence lawyers had 
concentrated on the small print 
of the allegations against the 
President to cast doubt, if not 
completely discredit, the 
charges against him. On the 
opening day, Charles Ruff, the 
White House chief counsel had 
challenged the evidence that 
Mr Clinton had instigated the 
concealment of presents that he 
had given to Monica Lewinsky. 

The following day, Gregory 
Craig had cast doubt on the spe- 
cific perjury charges against 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

him, insisting that he never lied 
under oath, mid Cheryl Mills - 
young, black and a White 
House deputy counsel - at- 
tacfced the obstruction of justice 
charges and pleaded Mr Clin- 
ton's civil rights record in mit- 
igation of his non-offences. Ms 
Mi l ls, whose impassioned per- 
formance made her an 
overnight star in Washington, 
moved some senators dose to 
tears with her defence of the 
“cavil rights" President 

Yesterday, though, belonged 
to Dale Bumpers, whose con- 
tribution brought to a dose six 
days of presentations -three by 
the House of Representatives’ 
“prosecutors” and three by the 
White House - that have been 
increasingly lauded as attaining 
the height of judicial profes- 
sionalism. They have also left 
the case exceptionally finely 
balanced, as prepared state- 
ments give way to two days of 
written questions from the sen- 
ators. 

Outside the Senate 
chamber - but perhaps even 
starting to seep inside - 
seemed to be a growing view 
that the trial might after ail be 
concluded without calling “live" 
witnesses. Some believed that 
the combination of doubt cast 
on the evidence and Mr Clin- 
ton's triumphant State of the 
Union address combined to 
make the case against him 
unanswerable. Others felt that 
witnesses might be questioned 
by lawyers but that their an- j 
swers would be sufficient, with- 
out foe need for them to appear 
in person. 

With even one of the Presi- 
dent’s fiercest critics, the right- 
wing evangelist. Pat Robertson, 
saying publidy that in his view 
it was “all over” and that Mr 
Clinton’s State of the Union ad- 
dress had clinched it, the 
prospect of conviction looked 
even slimmer than before. 

On Monday the 100 senators 
are scheduled to vote on 
whether to dismiss the case or 
continue to the hearing of wit- 
nesses. The trial looks likely to 
continue. 


Row over heir 
to ‘Star Wars’ 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 


THE UNITED States has 
sparked a dispute with Russia 
over Washington's plans for a 
new anti-missile system, bring- 
ing a whiff of the Cold Whr back 
to relations with Moscow. 

The new threat is not Rus- 
sia, however; but what the US 
calls •‘rogue states” - such as 
North Korea - which it suspects 
of having missiles capable of 
reaching the American main- 
land. The National Missile De- 
fence is the heir of Star Wars, 
the (dan by former president 
Ronald Reagan to use space- 
based interceptors and ground 
systems to make tee US invul- 
nerable to missile attack. The 
latest scheme is a much small- 
er version, based on ground in- 
terceptor missiles. 

But the 1972 Anti-Ballistic 
Missile (ABM) Treaty, a land- 
mark in arms control between 
Moscow and Washington, puts 
limits on systems. President Bin 

Clinton sent a letter to Moscow 
on Wednesday saying he want- 
ed to revise the treaty. 

“We remain committed to 
the ABM treaty,” the White 
House spokesman Joe Lock- 
hart said. “We continue to (fis- 
cuss, with the Rus si ans, any 
steps that may need to be taken 
or aay amendments that may 
need to be made as for as any 
future deployment of the na- 
tional missile defence system.” 

But the Defense Secretary 
William Cohen, indicated on 



William Cohen: "The US 
could pun out of the treaty* 

Wednesday that the US might go 
further If the treaty could not be 
amended, te said, “then we have 
the option of (citing] our nation- 
al interest, indicating we would 
simply pull out of the treaty”. 

Russia sqys now that if the US 
goes down this road, then it wiD 
block a^hirther moves csi arms 
limitation. “Any attempts to 
break out of the ABM treaty are 
regarded in toe Defence Ministry 
as a violation of strategic stabil- 
ity,” Colonel- General Leonid 
fvastoyheadofinternatamalco- 
operation in the nrimsfaytokl In- 
terfax news agency. 

■ Frank Ricriardone, a career 
diplomat, was yesterday ap- 
pofotedbylheUStDthenewpost 
of special representative for 
transition in Iraq. He wiD co- 
ortfinateaid to opposition groups. 
But yesterday the Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolu- 
tion in Iraq, which the US said 
would get assistance, said it (fid 
not want aqy American money. 


In Brief 

Charter of Ell rights planned 

PLANS FOR a charter of rights to cover all 370 million 
Europ ea n citizens were unveiled yesterday as a 
centrepiece of Germany's six-month EU presidency. 
s-nKfipmpnts for all European nationals would be a 
■rigwrfirant development towards full EU citizenship. 

Savimhi claims vital capture 

ANGOIA SUPPED deeper into war yesterday after Unita 
rebels led by Jonas Savimbi claimed the capture of a 

crucial river bridge SO miles from the northern city of 
Malaqje and the oil town of Soyo. The government is 
Stepping up conscription in the capital Luanda. 

Election landslide in Barbados 

THE GOVERNMENT of Barbados has been returned to 
power with a landslide victory in which it secured 26 of the 
28 pariiamentaiy seats. The country has enjoyed five years 
of economic growth, and the Prime Moisten Owen Arthur; 
described the victory as an ‘•awesome” responsibility 


PROSECUTION 

Principles 

1 Presidents are not above the Jaw. Perjury and 
obstructing justice are serious crimes for which 
others have been imprisoned. 

2 Mr Crinton abused the power of his office to 
obstruct justice. 

3 Lying about sex is not ’different': if courts- / 
tolerated it, victims of sexual harassment - j 
primarily women - would lose their rights, / 

Articles of Impeachment / 

1 Perjury / j! 

Mr Clinton perjured himself in his grand / ie 
Jury testimony of 1 7 August 1 998. in / -V 
his account of his relationship with j ,y 
Monica Lewinsky and in his denial chat / A 
he 'coached' his secretary, Betty / H 
Currie, In what to tell the grand jury. j M 

2 Obstruction of Justice / Q 

Mr Clinton concocted a scheme to / D 
deprive Paula Jones of her j Qf 

recourse to justice in her sexual j U 
harassment case. He persuaded I J 
Monica Lewinsky to sign an j 0 
affidavit denying their J & 

relationship. / .4/ 


The Constitution 
Perjury and obstruction of 
justics do 'rise to the level 
of high crimes and / 

misdemeanours'. / 
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DEFENCE 

Principles 

, 1 . Presidents are not ’below" the law: no one 
\ would be convicted on the evidence against Mr 
\ Clinton. 

\ 2. This case is about private conduct, and has 
\ nothing to do with the office of the presidency. 

\ 3. Mr Clinton's record on minority, civil and 
\ women's rights has been second to none. 

\ Articles of Impeachment 

\ I . Perjury 

) \ Mr Clinton was truthful In his evidence: 

\ he admitted an ’inappropriate* 

\ relationship; his admission to 
u \ 'occasional' meetings and contacts was 
\ correct, and he did not ’coach’ Mrs 
\ Conic. 

y« \ 2. Obstruction of Justice 
?\ \ There was no scheme, just an 

''F\ \ embarrassed husband crying to 

H \ conceal an affair. The deception 

f \ \ was unconnected with the Paula 

’f' \ Jones case. Mr Clinton did not 

T* \ Instigate the hiding oF gifts. 

^ \ 

\ The Constitution 

'f\ \ Impeachment is parr- 

?*. \ political, part-judicial. The 

\ charges, even if proved, do 
\ 001 warTant removing a 
\ highly competent 
\ President from office. 


Lindsey Graham 


r Cheryi Mills 
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Spiro Gunmetal and 
Brass Effect Triple Plate 
or Triple Bar Spotlight* 
Was Z49-99- £3*97 

Now £33-99 
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avy stands by as Freetown suffers 


>ublicity-conscious even 
Sown to the prepared press in- 
brmation kit, the Royal Navy, 
n the shape of the warship 
Norfolk, sits off Freetown pon- 
lering how best one might 
jortray one’s role in this par- 
icular African humanitarian 


BY ALEX DUVAL SMITH 
in Freetown 


“You wanted to take a pho- 
ograph of a sailor leaning 
igainst a machine-gun on 
leek?" said Lt-Cdr Alison 
fowler supplies officer with re- 
sponsibility for public relations 
“That really is not the image 
re need to project The ma- 
hine-guns are here to protect 
is. The ship is here purely in 
a humanitarian role.” 

On land, in the smoking cap- 
ital of Sierra Leone, thousands 
af people sheltering from bul- 
lets and butchery in a football 
stadium would like to see the 
Emits of Britain's humanitari- 
an role. Or the vegetables. 

There was a press confer- 
ence here two days ago with 
■.alk of 3.3 tonnes of British 
medical aid. But yesterday all 
you could get in Siaka Stephens 
stadium were some anti-malar- 
ials and diarrhoea cures from 
Unicef. 

“The 3.3 metric tonnes was 
made up of stretchers, antibi- 
otics, drips and anaesthetics 
from Britain,” said Richard 
PowelL executive officer of the 
Norfolk. “On Wednesday, we de- 
livered them to the health min- 
ister in person.” 

In this conflict, which began 
with the invasion of Freetown 
by armed men on January 6, 
there is little trust The Nige- 
rians in Ecomog, the West 


African intervention force, are 
tough soldiers. About 15,000 of 
them are here, backed by some 
Gh a n aians and Guineans. It is 
their job to flush out the forces 
threatening the democratical- 
ly elected government of Pres- 
ident Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 

In a grubby war which has 
claimed up to 10,000 lives in a 
fortnight the British are grate- 
ful to the Nigerians and their 
back-up, the Kamajoi; pro-Kab- 
bah bush militia < who take no 
prisoners. 

There is no way any British 
lives are to be lost to Liberian- 
backed rebels who are said to 
ask “Short sleeves, or long 
sleeves?” before they cut your 
arms off above the elbow or 
above the wrist 

They may be the saviours of 
ordinary Sierra Leoneans but 
no one here trusts the Kama- 
jors or the Nigerians any more 
than they do the Lebanese, 
those traders known for dab- 
bling in anything West African, 
horn diamonds to shark fins. 

The soldiers of Ecomog are 
underpaid, if at all by the 
Nigerian ministry of defence 
and rely on gifts and kick- 
backs. That is why Britain is not 
keen to let Ecomog distribute 
3.3 tonnes of medical aid. 

Ecomog claims interna- 
tional charities have been aid- 
ing the rebels. It even claimed, 
privately that the Internation- 
al Red Cross (TCRCD was run- 
ning arms for the rebels. 
Publicty Ecomog said charities 
had allowed the rebels to use 



Soldiers standing guard as food aid shipments are unloaded in Sierra Leone 


their satellite phones. So it 
confiscated the phones, 
prompting all the medical char- 
ities to leave. 

There is only one surgeon. 
Dr Mumba Kawa, still working 
at Connaught Hospital, Free- 
town, in a near non-stop strug- 


gle to save lives and limbs. A 
half m the dilapidated hospital 
was full erf bleeding casualties 
brought in by Ecomog soldiers. 

“I have never seen anything 
lilt a this since the latest fight- 
ing started.” said Dr Mumba 
Kawa, his voice at times 


drowned by screams from the 
operating theatre. “I am very 
short-staffed. My people have 
been working very bravely day 
in, day out. All they are using 
is local anaesthetics ” 

Ousman Mbendu, 43, from 
Kissy was brought in with a pair 


of jeans supporting one arm 
that was dang lin g from a slen- 
der strip of bone and ligament 
The other hand had a deep gash 
where his watch used to be. 
Medical staff injected local 
anaesthesia, then one snipped 
off the han g in g arm with scis- 


sors and tossed it nonchalant- 
ty into a bin. On an adjoining op- 
erating table a middle-aged 
man, clearly in shock, yelled: 
“Please don’t cut off my arm. I 

am a h inrinAssman, not a politi- 
cian. 75 The rebels had already 
chopped it off. 


On the streets of the «as!al 
capital- almost unscafli«I“ 
the west but nddied with 
snipers and attacking rebels in 
the east and port area - 

Lebanese traders areacai^3 

of cashing in- A chicken that 
cost 8,000 

month, is now sold for LljMJOO. 

people are hungry in Siaka 
Stephens stadium. They are 
not starving. But they are sack 
with cholera- There is food in 
Freetown, even if ft , 
from warehouses raided by 
the retreating rebels and sold 
by their friends. 

Britain, by sending the Nor- 
folk has been a “godsend” a 
“champion of democracy and 
“the boost we needed” say the 
people. Next week, its supply 
ship, RFA Oak Leaf, arrives, a 
further sign of Britain’s com- 
mitment to helping President 
Kabbah survive without a Sier- 
ra Leone army. 

Captain Bruce Williams is 
proud that his 182 crew -plus 
seven Royal Marines - provide 
“a presence". He said: "The 
Government is showing its 
support for a fledgling democ- 
racy and providing hope for 
Sierra Leone that there are 
people who care.” 

But the problem that has 
reared itself twice in 18 months 
remains - that Britain is sup- 
porting a democrat without an 
army against “rebels' 3 backed 
by at least one neighbour, 
Liberia. 

Britain wants to keep its 
hands clean; the rebels want 
power and they do not care 
how many limbs or lives are 
lost 
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IT IS 120 years since the Welsh 
soldiers of the 24th Regiment 
crossed the Buffalo River to de- 
stroy the power of the Zulu na- 
tion but the picturesque ford 
known as Rorke’s Drift still 
mar ks a frontier of sorts. 

lb the west lie the green hills 
of Natal and to the east lies Zu- 
luland, home to South Africa's 
proudest and most conserva- 
tive tribe. These uplands 
earned their inhabitants the 
Nguni name amaZulu, or peo- 
ple of the heavens, hut 
apartheid turned the whole re- 
gion into a compulsory “home- 
land” for millions of black South 
Africans who happened to 
speak the Zulu tongue. Impov- 
erished villages and mud huts 
sprawl as far as the eye can see. 

So there were plenty of peo- 
ple around yesterday when a 
detachment of the Royal Reg- 
iment of Wales, led by the band 
of the Prince of Whies Division, 
marched across the new bridge 
over Rorke’s Drift and - liter- 
ally - into history. 

It was their forebears in the 
24th Regiment (later the South 
Wales Borderers) who 120 
years ago today fought two of 
the British Army's most re- 
markable battles. The first, 
Isandhlwana, was the worst 
defeat in the history of Britain’s 
colonial wars - L500 British 
and colonial troops and their 
Africanallieslosttheirlives,m- 
dudmg 600 members of the 24th 
and six companies of the 2nd 
Warwickshire Regiment 

The subsequent defence of 
the mission station of Rorke’s 
Drift by 110 outnumbered 
British troops, most of them 
from the 24th Regiment was a 



The Royal Regiment ofTOdes re-enacting Rorke’s Drift 


sideshow but led to the award- 
ing of 11 Victoria Crosses, the 
most fora single engagement 
It was dramatised in the film 
Zulu, compulsory viewing for 
the Royal Regiment of Whies 
every 22 January. 

Yesterday Lieutenant- 
Colonel Iain Cholerton, who 
marched his men and women 
from Rorke’s Drift to 
Isandhlwana, said be was 
deeply proud to bring his regi- 
ment back. “It is one of my aims 
to teach them something of 
the history of the battalion," he 
said, standing under the grave- 
strewn slopes of Isandhlwana. 
“We value this 24 hours of our 
history more than anything 
else in our 310-year history." 

Today’s anniversary will in- 
clude a re-enactment and 
speeches by the Zulu king. 
Goodwill Zwelithinl and his 
controversial “prime minister" 
and Zulu nationalist. Chief 
Mangosuthu ButheJezL 

The Zulus lost 2£00 of their 
best warriors in the two battles 


and their king, Cetswayo, be- 
moaned a pyrrhic victory. The 
British commander. Lord 
Chelmsford, blamed himself 
for exposing the camp at 
Isandhlwana to the Zulus' sur- 
prise attack. The next time he 
came up against them, at Uhin- 
di, his Maxim guns made sure 
the Zulus, with their leather 
shields and spears, would 
never seriously challenge colo- 
nial rule again. 

Yesterday morning Rifle- 
man Shadrack Mbatha, a mem- 
ber of South Africa’s mainly 
Zulu 121 Infantry Regiment, 
stood guard as the unarmed 
British marched crossed 
Rorke’s Drift. He was happy to 
see them, he said, because 
they reminded him oF the great 
Zulu victory at Isandhlwana. 

And wbat if he were called on 
to defend Zululand again? He 
smiled. “We aren't here to de- 
fend Zululand only but the 
whole of South Africa. We are 
all in South Africa together 
now.” 
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A ZIMBABWEAN court yester- 
day freed on bail two journal- 
ists who had been tortured by 
military police during illegal 
detention. 

Custom Kambacbwa, a mag- 
istrate, released Mark Chavun- 
duka, 34, the editor of the 
independent Standard news- 
paper, and Ray Choto, 36, a 
reporter Both had marks left fay 
cigarette hums and electric 
shocks. About 100 supporters 
cheered Mr Chavunduka and 
Mr Choto as they left the court- 
house. 

The men had been detained 
after reporting on a suspected 
coup plot last week. The mili- 
tary’s fierce reaction to the re- 
port has triggered speculation 
that a purge may have taken 
place in the army. 

Simon Bull, a lawyer who 
represents the journalists, said 


By Angus Shaw 
in Harare 


they had been subjected to 
electric shocks and their heads 
were submerged in drums of 
water in a suffocation torture 
method known as “the subma- 
rine”. They were also made to 
roll in wet grass to dean blood 
from their bodies after being 
beaten. Mr Bull said. 

Mr Kambachwa released 
the men on 10,000 Zimbabwean 
dollars (£150) bail to reappear 
before him on 22 February on 
charges of publishing falsified 
information likely to cause fear 
alarm and despondency. ' 

Mr Chavunduka was de- 

fortva J Inal .... - I f <• 


denUtobert Mugabe. The High 

Cfourt ruled that the military 
had no jurisdiction over driZ- 
^ns and threatened to arrest 

m! R Ministe h Moven 

Jtehacbi, if Mr Chavunduka 
was not handed over to civilian 
police and charged. 

Mr BuU said military intelii- 

toW Mr Choto 
«unng torture that President 

had signed ^ death 

and he was to be killed. 
Mr-Choto said he believed them 




™ v.u<tvunuuKa was de- 

tairiedlastweekby toemilitary 

after his paper said 23 soldiers 

IVPm SFrocinJ u mr. 


. T — -winners 

were arrested on 17 December 
for allegedly inciting fellow sol- 
diers to overthrow the Presi- 
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This is absolutely dis- 
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of Nazi Germany ” Mr Wil- 
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FOREIGN NEWS/15 


Napoleon 
letters 
found in 
drug raid 


TWO LETTERS from Napoleon 
Bonaparte were found in a 
hoard of historic treasures 
when police cracked a British 
drug-trafficking ring and seized 
more than a ton of hashish 
and £3,440 in the Spanish resort 
of Benidorm. 

Roy Davies, a former lorry 
driver from Wolverhampton, 
was arrested when the drugs 
and money were being loaded 
into a vehicle outside Benidorm 
in May 1997. 

Police found old documents, 
manuscripts and other arte- 
facts hidden in Davies's luxu- 
ry villa nearby. The trove 
includes Papal Bulls from the 
17th and 18th centuries and 
seals from Cromwell's Com- 
J^awealth of the 1650s. The 
haul was revealed this week 
when the investigating judge 
Baltasar Garzon lifted the con- 
dition of secrecy after the case 
was referred to Madrid's na- 
tional court, which deals with 
drug trafficking, Davies is in 
prison in Alicante awaiting trial. 

Beni dorm's police chief, An- 
tonio PCrez, said: “All the si gns 
are that the drug ring was 
keeping these documents with 
the intention of selling them at 
high prices either to collectors 
or in money-laundering oper- 
ations to fund other chug 

aTe said the treasures may 
have been stolen two years 
ago from a British coDectoz; but 
there was no firm evidence 
supporting that theory. 

“I cannot say what they are 
worth," he added. “In. one sense 
they are priceless, particular- 
ly to historians." 

The hoard was in a wall safe 
3t Davies’s villa in the town of 
lAlfas del .Pi, north of 
ienidornLTber^dwaspartcff • 
in operation codenamed El 
Vfanco - Spanish for “one- 


By Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid 

armed". Davies, who has lived 
in the area for nine years, has 
only one arm. 

He also remains a suspect in 
an unresolved mafia -style 
killing of Jan Juri Slavinski, his 
former partner in a television 
equipment business. 

Slavinski, 35, from a circus 
family in Hamilton, Scotland, 
was stabbed in a Benidorm 
villa in August 1996. Davies 
claims video footage proves he 
was in a Benidorm nightclub at 
the time of themurder. 

The trove isbeingheld in the 
vaults of a Benidorm bank until 
the national court decides what 
to do with it - or someone 
claims ownership. 

There is no doubt of the au- 
thenticity or the two Napoleon 
letters. One was written in 1813 
to his adopted son Eugene, 
son of his wife Josephine de 
Beauharnais from her previous 
marriage. 

The English translation 
reads: “In Magdeburg there 
are 500 gendarmes ready to 
leave for Berlin where they 
will be supplied by the police of 
that great tity”, and concludes, 
“Your affectionate father". The 
other document was written in 
Dresden on 26 September 1813. 

Handwriting experts are re- 
ported to have described 
Napoleon’s signature as 
“baroque and grandiloquent, 
out of proportion to the rest of 
the letter - denoting his mega- 
lomania"’. 

The Papal Bulls were signed 
by Pope Clemente IX in 1668 
and Pope Benedict XIV in 1754. 
They are handwritten in Latin, 
ami they refer to papal pardons, 
"one of them granted to an Ital- 
ian descendant of the Borgia 
family 



A train polling in at Arad station hi Romania, across the border from Hungary. The journey east crosses a continent in transition, sometimes in chaos Barry Lewis 

Journey to the centre of a lost world 


WISPS OF steam rise from the 
platforms, grey-white tendrils 
snaking a path into the night 
Under the orange lamps, the 
station air Is sharp with the 
smell of mittel-Europa, a 
heady cocktail of coal-burning 
fires, pungent cheap cigarettes 
and diesel fumes. 

There is a sense of journeys 
now finished, and others yet to 
begin. The golden shadows 
from the lamps fall on a scene 
from a Thirties film non; or an 
Eric Ambler novel, but this is 
in feet midnight at Budapest’s 
Keleti (eastern) station. 

Hie staccato sound of the 
announcer is in sharp con- 
trast to the babble of passen- 
gers’ voices. Here Hungarian, 
Romanian, Serbian, Russian 
and Ukrainian all mix togeth- 
er in a great east European 
linguistic goulash. The an- 
nouncement of the next de- 
parture cuts through it like a 
blunt, hacking knife. 

Ihihe distance, locomotive 
wheels rattle on the maze of 


t rain Imps that gnalrp tfwir way 

out of Keleti station, the hub 
of eastern Europe’s rail net- 
work. The lines offer a sense 
of adventure over the horizon, 
hard to find on Britain's con- 
temporary railways. 

There are no delays here on 
the 8.14 to Vienna or Dresden 
because of the wrong kind of 
snow. Not even armed revolu- 
tion or the wrong kind of gov- 
ernment slows down the 
network. The departure board 
displays the destinations on 
offer Istanbul Kiev, Sofia, 
Moscow, St Petersburg, War- 
saw, Prague, Bucharest, 
Bratislava, Berlin, Belgrade. 

And each train journey en- 
capsulates a different aspect 
of a continent in transition. 
Border crossings and cus- 
toms checks reflect, it seems 
almost week by week, the 
rise and fell of governments, 
the flowering and fading of 
ideologies. 

Just a few months ago, trav- 
ellers to the Slovak capital 


European times 


BUDAPEST 


Bratislava, could expect to 
have their passports and bag- 
gage checked by archetypal 
Soviet-era border guards, surly 
and unfriendly, accompanied 
by muscle-bound young po- 
licemen with bard, unflinching 
stares. 

Now that the authoritarian 
former prime minister 
Vladimir Meciar has lost 
power; and a new liberal gov- 
ernment has taken over the 
policemen have vanished and 
friendly frontier guards take 
the opportunity to practise 
their English on the British 
traveller 

The endemic corruption in 
Romania, whose officials are 
renowned as among the most 
venal in Europe, begins on 
the train from Budapest to 
Bucharest 

While honest - or naive - 


Westerners, either untrained 
in, or unwilling to participate 

in Rafkan shwmrrigang pre sent 

genuine tickets, locals buy 
a ticket to the Hungarian- 
Romanian frontier, after 
which, once in Romania, they 
simply bribe the conductor for 
passage to the capital for a 
fraction of the price of a gen- 
uine ticket 

And even in the chaos that 
sometimes engulfs the region, 
some institutions remain re- 
assuringly stable. None more 
so than Russian carriage at- 
tendants, those awe-inspiring 
queens of the samovar and 
ticket punch. 

Once travelling with a friend 
on a train from Hungary to 
Lvov in western Ukraine, we 
were surrounded by drunken 
Russians, keen on some sport 
with two Wsstemers. One kept 


tapping my face with his fist 
calling me, extremely discon- 
certingly. his friend. 

Tb our rescue came Bela, an 
ethnic Hungarian from the 
border region. Five feet tall and 
seemingly five feet wide, he 
picked up my “friend" and 
hurled him 10 feet down the 
carriage. My relief soon turned 
to apprehension when the 
Russian returned with sever- 
al friends and surrounded my 
bunk. 

Bela reappeared with his 
gang , and the scene looked all 
set for an almighty brawl or 
worse, until the female con- 
ductor appeared, barked a 
stream of Russian orders and 
expletives, and the would-be 
belligerents all instantly slunk 
away shamefaced. 

In the morning we were 
served glasses of steaming 
blade tea, and woke to a scene 
from tiie carriage window 
from Turgenev: a vast ex- 
panse of whiteness, with a 
blanket of winter snow that 


stretched across the horizon. 
Tiny figures, some tall and 
thin, some rounded babush- 
kas wrapped in many layers, 
picked a path across the snow 
in the distance. A few scat- 
tered hamlets zipped by and 
the trees were stripped to 
their winter bleakness. 

Memories take longer to 
fade here: in the station barber 
shop at the Black Sea port of 
Batumi in Georgia, I saw a 
three-foot high picture of Stal- 
in. The country was then en- 
gulfed in dvil wan Armed raids 
on trains, especially at night, 
were common. The arrival of 
half a dozen armed men in our 
carriage on the train to the cap- 
ital Tblisl was not reassuring. 

“Don’t mind us,” said one 
portly gunman, “we’re the na- 
tional guard in case the train 
gets attacked." He placed his 
pistol on the carriage's tfoy 
folding table, where it slid back 
and forth all night as we trun- 
dled our way through Georgia. 

Adam lebor 
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Briefing 


Mirror Group opens talks with RIM 

MIRROR GROUP yesterday offered to enter into 
negotiations with Regional Independent Media, the 
privately-owned regional newspaper publisher about a 
possible bid for the company. But the newspaper group 
also informed RIM that its £913m indicative bid for Mirror 
was not adequate. Observers said Mirror's offer suggested 
it was willing to share information about the company with 
RIM, which is backed by venture capital group Candover, 
and George Soros, the international financier. Trinity, the 
rival newspaper group, is currently considering whether to 
increase its own indicative bid for Mirror. 


BAe talks offer spumed 

DAIMLERCBRYSLESI 
Aerospace yesterday 
spurned an offer; backed by 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
(left), of renewed talks with 
British Aerospace. “If the 
BAe/GEC merger goes 
ahed as announced a 
balanced horizontal 
European structure, like 
Dasa/BAe, would be made 
impossible,” a Dasa 
spokesman said. Mr Blair 
told the German 
Chancellor, Gerhard Schroder, that he would support a 
resumption of talks- between BAe and Dasa. BAe also 
said backed the long-term consolidation of the 
European defence industry but declined to comment 
on specific plans to make further contact with Dasa. 



Warning on pensions reform 

The National Association of Pension Funds warned that 
the Government’s plans for pension reform could lead 
hundreds of thousands of pension savers worse off and 
may lead to mis-selling. The NAPF said the Green Paper 
on pensions, subject to consultation until the end of March, 
“does nothing to encourage people to join occupational 
schemes. You might find people picking up a stakeholder 
pension and ending up with worse incomes as a result”. 
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Wolverhampton and Dudley managing director David Thompson (right) with financial director Ralph Findlay 
after the brewery announced a £288m offer for Marston, Thompson & Evershed yesterday Mark Chztvers 


£288m offer puts W&D on top 
in contest of Midland brewers 


WOLVERHAMPTON & DUDLEY 
the regional brewer, yesterday 
moved a step closer to winning 
control of Marston, Thompson 
& Evershed after raising the 
offer for its West Midlands rival 
by over £20m to £288m. 

Marston, which launched an 
unprecedented £3l7m coun- 
terbid for W&D earlier this 
month, rejected the improved 
bid -a 7Tper cent premium to 
Marston's share price at the 
start of the takeover war- say- 
ing that it was still too low. The 
bitter two-way battle took a 
further twist when it emerged 
that Marston, famous for its 
Pedigree bitter and Pitcher 
and Piano pubs, was unlikely to 


By Francesco guerrera 


increase its bid. Sources close 
to the company said the brewer 
was not p lanning to pay more 
for its rival but would launch a 
lobbying campaig n to convince 
shareholders of the merits of its 
strategy. Marston has proposed 
dosing two W&D breweries, in 
Wolverhampton and Hartle- 
pool and selling 1,150 pubs for. 
£25t)m in a effort to improve the 
enlarged group's performance. 

David Thompson, the W&D 
managing director, urged 
Marston’s investors, many of 
whom also hold a stake in 
W&D, to accept the offer which 
is 9 per cent higher than the 


original £2 62m bid rejected by 
Marston in November He said 
the bid would “significantly 
enhance” earnings in the com- 
bined group and help it to 
weather the downturn in the 
regional brewing market 

Shareholders in the two 
companies said that although 
W&D’s improved offer was 
lower than expected, it could be 
enough to win control Marston. 

“It’s not a knock-out blow but 
I think they’ll get it unless 
Marston does something 
eleven” one leading investor 
said. Shares in the two brewers, 
which have soared since the 
start of the saga, fell as the mar- 
ket took profits and expressed 


scepticism over the prospect of 
further price rises. W&D fell 8p 
to 427.5p, while Marston closed 
5p lower at 283-5p- 

‘‘The market has some 
reservations over whether 
either bid would be successful 
and has decided that it is best 
to lock some profits in now” one 
analysts said. Mr Thompson 
claimed that a W&D - 
Marston’s tie-up would achieve 
cost reductions of £l7m - £5m 
higher than previously indi- 
cated, but still below Marston’s 
estimate of a £24m saving 
He revealed that a friendly 
merger had been explored last 
year but had foundered due to 
disagreements over strategy. 


Green 


triumphs 


in battle * 


for Sears 


THE CURTAIN came down on 
one of the high street’s longest 
running disaster stories yes- 
terday when Sears, the strug- 
gling retail group, succumbed 
to an agreed £548m bid which 
is likely to see the once-sprawi- 
ing conglomerate broken up 
into its constituent parts. 

Late yesterday afternoon 
the Sears board accepted an 
increased cash offer of 359p per 
share from a consortium led by 
Philip Green, the retail entre- 
preneur and backed by the 
secretive Barclay brothers. 
This follows its rejection of an 
earlier 340p per share offer. 

Phillips & Drew, Sears' 
largest shareholder ,with a 213 
per cent stake, has irrevocably 
agreed to accept the bid from, 
January Investments, the Bar- 
clay’s bid vehicle. However, 
this agreement will cease to be 
binding in the event of a com- 
peting offer of more than 360p. 

The deal includes all Sears 
businesses, which span Free- 
mans mail order and a string of 
high street chains including 
Miss Selfridge, Adams, 
Richards, Wallis and Ware- 
house. Mr Green is expected to 
line up an eariy sale of Free- 
mans, possibly to Otto Versand 
of Germany for around £15 Om. 
The Creation charge card busi- 
ness will still be sold for £141m. 

Mr Green was in upbeat 
mood yesterday after bis vic- 
tory. Speaking from the Dorch- 
ester Hotel in London where he 
has been staying during the bid 
battle, he said: *Tts been along 
two weeks. Fm tired but happy 
that we've got there in the end. 
I think we would have got there 
at340p to be honest, but it was 
worth going that extra mfle.” 

Mr Green had dinner with 
Sir Bob Reid, the Sears chair- 
man at the Dorchester on 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor^ 


Thursday night where they 
agreed terms. Mr Green sard 
the meal was “very cordial”. 
The final points were agreed 
yesterday by separate negoti- 
ating teams at Sears head office 
near Oxford Street 

“The increased offer repre- 
sents a fair deal for sharehold- 
ers and is in line with the 
board’s strategy to return value 


to them,” Sir Bob said. 

d by anaxfc* 


This was ridiculed 
lysts. One said: Tt is pathetic 
but will we miss Sears? No we 
won’t Good riddance to it” 
The deal marks the end of an 
era for one of Britain’s best- 
known companies. Sears was 
founded in 1908 by John Sears 
and tran^armed in the 1950s by 
Charles Clore. 

Though best known as a 
shoe retailer with names such 
as Freeman Hardy Willis, Sax- 
one and Doltis, its interests at 
<me stage also spanned engi- 
neering, a shipbuilding com- 
pany, William ffill 
Mappin & Webb jewel! 
Lewis’s department stores 
a 20 per cent stake in Asprey 
the Bond Street jeweller 
In addition to Sears, Mr 
Green’s retail interests include 
the Mark One discount clothing 
chain, Owen Owen department 
stores and Shoe Express, 
bought from Sears. 

He also brokered' the deal 
which saw Sports Division buy 
Olympus Sports from Sears for 
a knock-down price. 

Mr Green will have a 20 per 
cent in Sears but saysihat he 
has no plans to return to the 
stock market- “That's not my 
best vocation." 

Sears shares dosed 7p high- 
er at 3545p. 


Service sector 
growth stalled 


THERE WAS fresh evidence of 
a slowdown in the services 
sector yesterday, fuelling spec- 
ulation that today's crucial 
growth figures will show that 
the economy stagnated 
towards the end of last year. 

In the fourth quarter of 1998, 
service sector firms experi- 
enced their lowest growth in 
domestic sales and orders for 
six years, according to the lat- 
est British Chambers of Com- 
merce survey. Calling for 
another half point reduction in 
interest rates. Dr Ian Peters, 
the BCCs deputy director gen- 
eral said: “ The economic out- 
look is now finely balanced 
with the odds on recession or 
recovery too close to caH" 

The weak service sector fig- 
ures - coupled with Wednes- 
day’s disappointing retail sales 
data - increased speculation 
that today’s key GDP numbers 
will show that UK economic 
growth ground to a halt in the 
last quarter of 1998. Richard 
Hey at ABN Amro said: “This 
survey confirms that fourth 
quarter GDP wil] be soft”. 

However; there was a glim- 
mer of hope for UK manufac- 


By Lea Paterson 


turers - a slight improvement 
in both manufacturing confi- 
dence and sales overseas, after 
a sustained period of decline. Dr 
Peters said- “Recent cuts in 
interest rates and improved 
export prospects have given 
manufacturing a fillip.” 

Separate figures from the 
consultancy firm NTC 
Research also suggested recent 
rate cuts had stemmed the 
slide in confidence. The NTC 
Consumers' Industries Indica- 
tor increased marginally for 
the second successive month, 
fonowing an up turn in both con- 
sumer confidence and the out- 
put of consumer industries. 

Meanwhile new borrowing 
figures revealed that net mort- 
gage lending by the major 
banks rose by a record £1.2bn 
in December; a surge attributed 
to a combination of refinancing 
and a shift in market share. 

Total sterling lending to the 
M4 private sector rose by a 
larger- than-expected £5.5bn in 
December but analysts said 
that these figures had few pol- 
icy implications. 


Soros warns of stock marked 
bubble in US and Europe 


GEORGE SOROS, the renowned 
currency speculator, yesterday 
warned of new threats to in- 
ternational financial markets 
and criticised government han- 
dling of the crisis in Brazil. 

IBs comments came as the 
Brazilian real plunged to a 
record low against the dollar, 
sparking renewed investor con- 
cerns about the country's 
financial health. 

Speaking via a satellite link 
at a conference in Paris, Mr 
Soros argued that a speculative 
bubble was developing in West- 
ern financial markets. 

The flood of funds from the 
emerging markets to the de- 
veloped economies had led to 
high stock market valuations in 
the US and Europe, according 
to Mr Soros. “I see the devel- 
opment of an asset bubble as 
the next major threat to the 
system”, he said. 

The billionaire financier crit- 
icised the reaction of the Brazil- 
ian authorities to the countzy’s 
economic crisis. 

“The Brazilian government 
was badly advised in raising 
rates after the devaluation of 
the real” he said. 


BY Lea Paterson 



George Soros: Critical of 
Brazil’s handling of crisis 


According to Mr Soros, un- 
less Brazilian interest rates 
fall rapidly and confidence re- 
covers. a serious recession is in- 
evitable. 

However he added that, in 
the medium term, Brazil 
should be able to work through 
its economic woes. 

“If you take a longer term 
view; two to three years, the sit- 
uation in Brazil is not as serious 


as one might think,” Mr Soros 
said. 

His comments came as con- 
cerns over the physical stock of 
dollars in Brazil prompted 
sharp falls in the value of the 
real. 

The real plunged 8.5 per 
cent to 1.715 to the dollar fol- 
lowing reports that Brazilian 
banks were running short of 
foreign exchange. 

Capital Sight from the crisis- 
hit econotqy has averaged more 
than $500m a day so far this 
year. The central bank - which 
itself has only limited reserves 
- has refused to inject liquidity 
in the sjystem following its de- 
cision last week to let the real 
float freely against the dollar. 

“If dollar flows aren't re- 
versed, the dollar supply isjhist 
going to dry up," said Odair 
Abate, an economist at Lloyds 

The sliding real hit senti- 
ment on the Brazilian stock 
market where the benchmark 
Bovespa index fell for the first 
time in five days. 

Even Congress’s approval on 

Wednesday night of a key part 
of the government’s fiscal re- 


form bill could not halt the 
slide in stock prices. By toe 
early afternoon, the Bovespa 
was down almost 4 per cent at 
7393.05. 

Nick Stamenkovic at Bank 
Austria Creditanstalt Sutures 
said: “The passage of the fiscal 
reform bill is a step in the right 
tfirection but the market is sim- 
ply running out of patience.” 

Economists said continued 
fells in the real could lead to 
hyper-inflation in B razil, and 
might also prompt more states 
to default on their debt to tjtth 
federal government P? 

Currencies elsewhere in. 
Latin America came under 
pressure amid the renewed 
Brazilian concerns. 

Speaking at a s eminar in 
Tokyo, Barton Biggs, chairman 
and global strategist of Morgan 
SteJtiey Dean Witter Invest 

meat Management said: “The 
deflation that began in 
Asia has continued to spread 
around the world. It has 
cotter victim in- 

Brazfl. Tm very afraid ifs going 
to claim other victims in Latm ■ 

Amenca, and the most obvious 
one is Argentina." 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


EQUITIES WERE ruffled by the 
signs of a division between 
President Bifl Clinton and US 
banking chief Alan Greenspan and 
a sell-off of US internet shares. 
Worries about big full year 
provisions at HSBC also unsettled 
the stock market and the footsie 
ended 83.3 points down at 6,022.3p. 

Telewest Communications, the 
cable group, led the retreat, falling 
19p to 244p. Unilever, 37.5p at 
6l2.5p, was hit by worries about 
the impact of the Brazilian 
devaluation and HSBC gave up 48p 
at i,7l8p. Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


THE DOW Jones Industrial 
Average moved into negative 
territory in afternoon trade amid 
concerns about US corporate 
earnings and BraziL 
The Dow was trading down 
39.65 points - or 0.42 per cent - at 
9296.26. The Nasdaq Composite 
Index was down 54.24 points at 
2361.25. Communication and 
technology stocks were among the 
biggest fellers with shares in 
Lucent Technologies, the world's 
largest telephone equipment 
maker, felling after reporting 
lower-than -expected revenues. 


TOKYO 


HOPES FOR a further shake-up in 
banking stocks boosted blue chip 
stocks in Tokyo, with the Nikkei 225 
closing up 1.6 per cent at 14,245.4. 
Trading was also helped by the 
news that Mitsubishi Chemical and 
Tbkyo Tanabe are to merge and that 
Mitsui Trust & Banking and Chuo 
Holdings were in talks. 

“Pension funds and foreigners 
are increasingly buying shares in 
the hope that Japan's banking 
system wfll be stabilised due to 
more public fond injections and a 
drastic shake-up,” said Kazue 
Mayuzumi at Nikko Securities. 


HONG KONG 


WORRIES OVER banks' exposure 
to China and a dimming outlook 
for interest rates left the blue- 
chip Hang Seng index down 266 at 
10.048.6. Meanwhile, it emerged 
tbat a panel of international 
experts could offer no solutions 
for the territory’s economic woes 
but cost it HKH.Sm. Th e panel 
which included former US fod 
chairman, Paul Volkcr, and News 
Corp’s chairman, Rupert 
Murdoch, advised Hong Kong 
chief Tung Chee-hwa that there 
was no ‘magic medicine*. 

HSBC .shares fail, pa ge 19 
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Seven chief executives, still no strategy 


ALONGSIDE THE chauffeur-driven 
car and share options, the chief ex- 
ecutive’s job at Laura AshJey plain- 
ly comes with a personal ejector 
seat. Certainly it seems that way 
after yesterday’s belter of an an- 
nouncement that the latest in- 
cumbent has propelled herself into 
the stratosphere after just five 
months in the job. After her 
marathon slog with the purveyor of 
flowery clothes and wallpaper, 
Victoria Egan will land bad; in the 
^P hi l ip pines, from whence she ap- 
parently came. 

One of the most remarkable 
things about yesterday's an- 
nouncement is that it made people 
realise how little was known about 
her. Though her name suggests a 
Sloane Range*; she is actually a 
Filipino who married a British 
businessman. She never gave in- 
terviews and was rarely photo- 
graphed. Her profile has not so 
much been low as subterranean. 

Stffl. she is no more, and that 
makes it seven chief executives at 
good oJd Laura in the last eight years. 
Frivolity aside, the latest convulsion 
at this corporate disaster story is 
very bad news for shareholders in- 
deed - yet another chief executive, 
more management changes. 



munication and making economies 
of scale virtually impossible. 

Only half jokingly is it suggested 
that the company dose its re- 
maining stores, change the name 
to Lashley.com and turn itself into 
an Internet retailer. Alternatively, 
shareholders could just pray. Ybu 
never know. With the TV evangelist 
“Pat” Robertson joining the board, 
it might actually work 


OUTLOOK Green/Sears 


The strategy remains un- 
changed, the company insists, but 
.the disruption must be pagin g 
Morale among the staff is at rock 
bottom. Why should they h ang 
around when no chi ef executive has 
yet done so. 

In any case, it is hard to know 
what the strategy is. A key problem 
for this group is that it has yet to 
decide what it wants to be. Laura 
Ashley is getting out of manufac- 
turing, but it is still trying to sell a 
single retail concept of ladieswear, 
childrenswear and home furnish- 
ings all under one root Many of its 
outlets are not much bigger than 
newsagents and they are fl ung far 
and wide, stretching lines of com- 


IT IS HARD to know who is more to 
blame for the appaling undervalue 
that Sears has been sold for- the 
management, whose failure over 
the years both to manage the busi- 
ness and realise its value has been 
almost total or the stock market, 
which has consistently refused to 
put a realistic break-up value on the 
group. Whatever the answer; there 
is little doubt that Philip Green and 
his financial backers, the Barclay 
brothers, have got one of the steals 
of the decade. 

Just consider the following back- 
of-the-envelope calculation. The 
Creation credit card business is in 
the process of being sold for £i4im, 
which is quite a lot more than the 


stock market thought it was worth. 
All the same, the deal has been done 
and is presumably going through. 

A year ago. Sears agreed to sell 
its Freemans mail order company 
tolittiewoods for £490m, only to be 
blocked by the Monopolies and 

worth more to Littlewoods than to 
anyone else, and in any case it has 
since slipped into loss. But even so 
there remain two potential buyers 
keen to deal. So let’s say Freemans 
can be sold for £200m. The Sears 
property portfolio is meanwhile 
conservatively valued at £l50m. 

All this virtually covers the costs 
of Philip Green's hid, leaving a not 
ins ^hstantifll re tailin g business 
generating profits (rf£25m a year in 
for next to nothing. Mr Green is 
dearly a brilliant wheeler-dealer; 
but his record of actually running 
and managing businesses is a good 
deal more chequered. 

So say be sells the retail business 
too. Whoever named the bid vehi- 
cle January Investments Limited 
must have had a sense of humour; 
for it has just clinched one of the 
biggest January sales bonanzas 
ever. His profit on the whole trans- 
action could be approaching D50m. 

So why wasn't this value recog- 


nised by the stock market? One pos- 
sible answer is that the market is 
an imperfect judge of value. But 
there is a more damning one too. 
Investors came so much to loathe 
and despise this company, and its 
management that they refused to 
afford it a proper value. Belatedly, 
but with about as much resolve as 
a sleeping child. Sears has made a 
start on its own break-up. 

Too little, too late. Sears has been 
Philip Green’s meal ticket for far too 
long now. First Olympus Sports and 
then Shoe Express were knocked 
out to him at what later proved to 
be bargain basement prices. To 
have allowed a further £i50m of 
shareholder value to pass into his 
hands is a terrible indictment of Sir 
Bob Reid and the rest of the Sears 
board. 


Wolves/Marston 

FOR DAVID THOMPSON, managing 
director of Wolverhampton & Dud- 
ley Breweries, this has been a hair- 
raising couple of weeks. When be 
launched his bid for Marston, 
Thompson & Ever&hed last No- 
vember; he was aware of the pos- 
sibility that Marstoos would turn 


round and bid for him, but he didn’t 
think it likely. Then all of a sudden, 
he was faced with the possibility of 
losing his company wind) has been 
in the family for generations. It 
would be like Rocco losing Fbrte, 
only on a smaller scale. 

By last night, however; he would 
have been sleeping a little bit eas- 
ier. The battle is far from aver; but 
the stock market was strongly in- 
dicating that Wolves would win 
after raising its bid to £289m. The 
new Wolves bid values each 
Marston share at 3045p on last 
night's closing prices, or not sig- 
nificantly more than the market 
price of 28&5p. By contrast the 
Marstoos bid for Wolves is valued 
at 573p a share, a whopping great 
premium to the Wolves market 
price of 425p. There is no doubt 
which bid the market finds more 
credible. 

The market is not always right 
about these things, but even so, the 
cards now look to be heavily 
stacked against the makers of 


altaticalty raise its own offer with- 
out unde rmining its own share 
price, which in turn may make its 
own shareholders more prone to 
accept the Wolves bid. 


Obviously, if you are a share- 
holder in on fy one of these compa- 
nies, the choice is an easy one -you 
either sell in the market or accept 
tiie bid. This is because, the com- 
bined value of the group can only 
be a certain defined amount The 
bidder must set his offer at a pre- 
mium to succeed, so the biddee 
always ends up with a dispropor- 
tionately large share of the cake. 

For this reason, it makes no 
sense for Marstons shareholders to 
reject the bid and accept their 
board’s defence, since inevitably 
they would end up overpaying for 
Wolves. The same arguments apply 
the other way round. 

But as if things were not already 
confusing enough, the holders of 55 
per cent of Marstons own 28 per 
cent of Wolves and visa versa. Fbr 
these overlapping shareholders, 
the calculation has to be which bid 
in aggregate offers them more 
value. 

This is where it begins to get 
really complicated since it involves 
factoring in the amount of debt in 
each bid, as well as evaluating the 
claimed value creation of each 
offer But initial calculations in the 
City seem to be coming down in 
favour of Wolves. 
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; : ■> in Brief 

Zeneca conffden 
on merger 

T ZENECA YESTERDAY 
brushed aside the possibility 
. toat its planned £21bn 
merger with Sweden's Astra 
a form the third -largest 
c Jrugs group in the world 
~ Muld be derailed by a 
.'lounter-bid. 

Sir David Barnes, the 
7 Seneca chief executive, told 
7 *eporters that he did not 
' 'eiipve the merger would be 

jjppted by the last-ditch 
ntervention of another 
. bidder Market rumours have 
suggested that Glaxo 
Veil come and Smith Kline 
ieecham, the two UK giants, 
' ir the Swiss group Roche 
•ould move in for Zeneca. 

Sir David’s comments 
ame as Zeneca revealed a 
■■ .5 per cent fall to £8l7m in 
- re-tax profits in the nine 
' lonths to the end of ■ 
eptembec 

Scotland chosen 

ISCO SYSTEMS has selected 
cotland for its first research 
nd manufacturing facilities 
utside North America. The 
iant US Internet group is 
ivesting more than £10m in 
move that will create at 
£.'$100 hi-tech jobs. 
rf{ Sixty staff at the research 
entre in Edinburgh will 
evelop new Internet 
Dftware while adapting 
isco's products for the 
European market The 
lamifacturing facility will 
Uow Cisco to shorten 
elfvery times to European 
ustomers. 

Turex shift 

UREX, the German-Swiss 
i hires exchange, is 
reparing to allow London- 
ased firms to become full 
lembers next year; according 
: > its chief executive. Dr Jarg 
ranke.The move follows 
Mnplaints from Eurex’s 65 
ondon-based members at a 
leeting with Dr Franke in 
ondon yesterday about their 
; status within the 


r n 

Dr Franke also said 
Kterday he was confident of 
le outcome of a vote at the 
hicago Board of Trade on 
7 January to agree a global 
fliance between the Chicago 
nd F rankf urt, exchanges, 
be deal would further dent 
le ambitions of London's 
itures exchange, Liffe. 

:270m BT order 

RITISH TELECOM 
sterday said it bad signed 
□ order with the Swedish 
slecoms group Ericsson AB 
«• the next generation of 
igh-performance switches 
/i help meet rapid data 
affic growth in the UK. BT 
aid the supply deal was 
Dtenttally worth up to £2 70m 
ad would secure its network 
opacity into the next 

lflle nnhim 

>ebt relief move 

ID AGENCIES welcomed an 
litiative yesterday from the 
government to boost 
Sitfrelirffor the world’s 
wrest countries. Gerhard 
chroder; the new German 
hancdioi; proposed 
leasures in line with earlier 
reposals byGordon Brown, 
nd offered more German 
tads to allow the IMF to 
peed up the international 
ebt relief programme. 


News Analysis: ‘It is quite some achievement. Even football managers last longer’ 

Egan to leave Laura Ashley 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


LAURA ASHLEY the fashion 
and home furnishings retailer 
stunned the City yet again yes- 
terday when it announced a 
poor Christmas trading state- 
ment and the departure of its 
latest chief executive after just 
five months in the job. 

Victoria Egan, who was only 
appointed to the position in 
Aiigust is leaving for “personal 
reasons” and is expected to 
return to her native Philip- 
pines. Mrs Egan is being re- 
placed by Kwan Cheong Ng, a 
director of MUL the Malaysian 
retailer which rescued Laura 
Ashley with a £40m cash injec- 
tion last year. 

He becomes the fifth chief 
executive at the group in the 
last five years and the seventh 
since 1990. As one analyst put 
it “It is quite some achieve- 
ment Even football managers 
last longer than this.” 

Commenting on the sudden 
departure of the 55-year-old 
Ms Egan, Laura Ashley's com- 
mercial director Stephen Cox 
said: “Vfe would have liked her 
to stay. She is a very nice lady” 
Ms Egan, who is married to a 
British businessman based in 
the Philippines, will remain at 
toe company for a few weeks to 
oversee the handover 

Her contract stipulated that 
she would receive an annual 
salary of £200,000 but she will 
receive no compensation. 

The news of her departure 
pushed the company’s shares 
down Ofip to I2p, their lowest 
ever level The retailer best 
known for its trademark floral 
dresses, is now valued at just 
£45m. Though the business is 
now debt-free and has the sup- 
port of its bankers. City experts 
are still questioning its future. 
“There is no form of manage- 
ment structure there and no 
consistency. I wouldn't want to 
bold the shares even at these 
levels,” one said. 

Analysts are nervous that 
toe constant upheaval of new 
management is de-stahfiising 
the business which has been 
rocked by a series of depar- 
tures. They are concerned that 
the company does not seem to 
have decided whether to con- 
centrate mainly on home fur- 
nishings or continue with 
clothing as welL 

Laura Ashley claims that 
the appointment of Mr Ng as 
chief executive win be a smooth 
succession and will not marka 
shift in strategy as he was 
already part of the board that 
sanctioned a three-part action 




John Thornton: Sat on 
the board since 1995 


Ann Iverson: Ousted after 
expansion plan failure 


LAURA ASHLEY 


Sir Bernard Ashley: No 
longer on the board 


Victoria Egan, who has resigned as chief executive of 
Laura Ashley after five months in charge Jim Winslet 
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programme. The first was to 
stabilise the finances. It is now 
rationalising its American stare 
portfolio and addressing its 
suppty chain and product prob- 
lems before the final phase of 
“growing the business.” It is 
pulling out of manufac turing 
and has closed two factories 
with others stCD on the market 
Afewmon&s ago around 100 
jobs were cut at the group’s 
head office in West London. 


Laura Ashley has also 
appointed two new non-execu- 
tive directors. One is Kay Peng 
Khoo, chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive of MUL The other is 
Marion “Pat” Robertson, an 
American television evange- 
list and philanthropist who 
founded toe Christian Broad- 
casting Network and the Fam- 
ily Channel, a television g faHnn. 

The news came with a down- 
beat Christmas trading state- 


ment which showed that in the 
eight weeks to 16 January like 
for like sales fell by ll per cent 
with clothing sales particularly 
weak. The company says the 
weaker sales are partly due to 
lower levels of discounting, 
which has approved nyn^ ins by 
3 percentage points. The group 
claims discounting levels now 
stand at £53m, 10 per cent 
lower than this time last year. 

Debts have been eliminated 


compared to a £50m deficit this 
time last year and full year 
losses are expected to be in fine 
with market estimates of 
around £l8m. “We are in much 
better shape,” Mr Cox said. 

By the end of January, the 
group will have reached agree- 
ments to dose or downsize 19 
of its larger US stores. It is in 
negotiations on a further six. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
is toe latest in a series of cor- 


God’s gift to fading fashion house 


LAURA ASHLEY has had a few 
high profile directors in its 
time but few have been as 
colourful as “Pat" Robertson, 
who was announced as a non- 
executive of the struggling 
retailer yesterday. 

Marion Gordon Robertson, 
rwknamed “Pat”, is a TV evan- 
gelist, philanthropist and busi- 
nessman who unsuccessfully 
challenged George Bush for 
the Republican Party's presi- 
dential nomination in 1988. 

A noted media pioneer he 


Is fhp. fimmriw jmri ohairw^an rtf 

toe Christian Broadcasting 
Network. He is also the 
founder of the Jhmfly Channel 
a US TV channel and the 
Regent University in Virginia. 

His Christian Broadcast 
Network runs a web site called 
The 700 chib with Pat Robert- 
son Yesterday its lead issue 
was “America’s Moral Crista". 

This said that “one of the 
largest moral crises we face in 
America is the proliferation of 
tolerance for immoral sexual 


behaviour. This is evident 
everywhere we turn - pre- 
marital sex, marital infidelity 
homosexuality ...” 

Laura Ashley directors said 
Mr Robertson (fid not have aqy 
direct retail experience but 
that this would not necessarily 
be a problem. 

“He is an incredibly suc- 
cessful businessman both in 
the US and international^” the 
company said. “He has terrific 
business acumen and will be a 
great asset” 



TPaf Robertson: He will 
be ‘a great asset’ 


porate mishaps which have 
dogged toe company over the 
last few years. The crista esca- 
lated in 1997 when Ann Iverson 
was ousted from toe chief 
executive position after a dis- 
astrous expansion programme 
She was replaced by David 
Hoare who embarked on a cost- 
cutting programme but himself 
lasted less than a year before 
standing down after the 
Malaysian buy-out 

John Thornton, managing 
director of Goldman Sadis 
International, who has been 
on the board since 19%. is the 
chairman of Laura Ashley MUI 
now accounts for 40 per cent of 
Laura Ashley shares while 
Jusco, a Japanese group con- 
trols a farther 15 per cent. Sir 
Bernard Ashley Laura Ash- 
ley’s widower has seen his 
stake diluted to just under 10 
per cent and he no longer has 
a seat on toe board. 

Analyst say Laura Ashley 
should still have a future, 
though its recovery will be a 
lengthy process. “It is a shame 
because toe brand still has a 
value but in what form? It is 
going to be a long hard, slog.” 


Sandler 
to step 
down as 
Lloyd’s 
chief 

By John willcock 


RON SANDLER is leaving 
Lloyd’s of London after four 
turbulent years as chief execu- 
tive, saying “the time is right for 
a new boss". His successor is a 
Lloyd’s insides; Nick Prettejohn, 
wbohas been carefully groomed 
for the job since joining toe 
troubled insurance market at 
the same time as Mr Sandler. 

Mr Sandler, a Zimbabwe- 
born former head of Exco. the 
money broker, is coy about 
what he will do next “I intend 
to hand over the reins to Nick 
in the summer Then I intend to 
run a business rather than a 
market, although I have noth- 
ing lined up yet" 

Mr Sandler 46. has worked 
alongside Sir David Rowland, 
former chairman of Lloyd's, 
and the present chairman Max 
Taylor to haul the market back 
from the brink of collapse. He 
helped create the run-off 
vehicle Equitas to pay off 
Lloyd's p re-1993 liabilities. 

Mr Prettejohn. 38, a former 
President of the Oxford Union 
Society, has been a key mem- 
ber of the reconstruction and 
renewal team which has super- 
vised toe transition from a mar- 
ket dominated by individual 
names to corporate capitaL 

Mr Prettejohn’s career has 
spanned Bain, the consultants, 
Apax Partners and NFC. He 
was described by one colleague 
as “a spade-work man, working 
behind the scenes on toe detail 
of the rescue plan." 

When asked how close 
Lloyd’s was to collapse when he 
joined in 1995, Mr Sandler said: 
“It was right on toe brink of the 
precipice. If the reconstruc- 
tion and redevelopment plan 
hadn’t worked it would defi- 
nitely have collapsed But that's 
all ancient history now." 

Mr Sandler dismissed 
groups of discontented Lloyd's 
Names such as The United 
Names Organisation as a 
small and not si gnificant num- 
ber of people." 

He did acknowledge that 
other Names were worried by 
the rapid changeover to cor- 
porate capital, but added that 
chang e fa often threatening to 
vested interests.” 

Mr Prettejohn was non-eom- 
mittal on his priorities for Ucytfs 
yesterday saying toe first job was 
to “work through toe transition. 
We wifi continue our programme 
of reform and change." 


Nissan calls for euro entry after UK profits tumble 


the JAPANESE carmaker; Nis- 
san, yesterday called for earty 
British entry into the euro, 
after disclosing that the strong 

pound had wiped out more 
than half the profits of its Sun- 
derland plant last yean 

Profits at Nissan Motor 
Manufacturing UK fell to about 
£35m in 1998 compared with 
£77m toe previous yeag even 
tho ugh the Wearside factory is 
now rated as toe most efficient 


By mwthaki. Harrison 

car plant in Europe. Nissan said 
that nH)st of the damage to prof- 
it was caused by the strength 
of strafing which forced it to cut 
selling prices abroad. 

Calling on the Government 
to commit itself to membership 
of toe single currency, Sr Ian 
Gibson, vice president for man- 
ufacturing of Nissan in Europe, 
said: “We do not see mud) 


fbture for toe UKin staying out- 
side the euro." 

Last year, production of 
Primeras and Micros at toe 
Sunderland plant readied a 
record 289,000 of which 75 per 
edit was exported. 

“There is no doubt that hav- 
ing two dourbest selling mod- 
els sourced from Sunderland 
was painful,” Sir Ian added. 
Despite this, the UK remained 
one of toe few profitable mar- 


kets for the troubled Japanese 
car maker, whose worldwide 
losses reached £17Sm for the 
first six months of the yean 
This, coupled with £l25bn of 
interest bearing debts has 
forced Nissan, Japan’s second 
biggest car maker; to seek 
affiances with other car makers. 
There is persistent specula- 
tion that Nissan will be taken 
over tty a combination of Ford, 
DaimlerChrysler and Renault 


and earlier this week the com- 
pany conceded that it was pre- 
pared to sell a majority stake. 

Sir Tan refused to comment 
on merger speculation but Nis- 
san executives voiced confi- 
dence that the Sunderland 
plant would not be affected by 
the parent compatty’s troubles. 

Investment in toe plant will 
rise to £L5bn this year with a 
£2l5m expansion to enable the 
manufacture of a third model - 


a replacement for the Almera. 
This will see production next 
year rise to about 350,000 and 
the workforce increase by a fur- 
toer 800 to 5,000. 

Nis san aims to increase 
European sales to 600,000 by 
2002 and 70 per cent of those 
cars will be sourced from toe 
UK John Cusfaaagfaan, man- 
aging director of NMUK, said: 
“Sunderland is critical to Nis- 
san’s European operation. But 


we have told the workforce 
that if we take our eye off toe 
ball this year we will suffer for 
it in 2000." 

Despite the strong po und, 
Nissan said it had no plans to 
shift component sourcing 

aboard. "I draft subscribe to toe 
theory that you change 
suppliers just because of 
exchange rates. It could make 
a monkey of you the next day.” 
said Mr C ushnaghan. 
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HSBC hit 
by report 
predicting 
huge Thai 


loan loss 


CLARE SPOTTISWOODE, 
Britain's former gas industry 
regulator, is discussing a 
departure from Enron’s Euro- 
pean water company, Azurix, 
less than three months after 
joining the US group as its 
senior vice president of regu- 


By John Willcoctc 


-%jry affairs for Europe, 
--alls Spottiswoode, who 
stepped aside as director gen- 
eral of gas supply last October, 
was awarded a CBE in the 
New %are Honours List for her 
four year stint. Her current 
destination however remains a 
mystery. Analysts speculated 
that she may be seeking to 
rejoin the gas sector with a big 
company appointment. 

Enron, the American energy 
giant created Azurix by buying 
Wessex Water for £i.4bn 'last 
Juftr. A spokeswoman for Azurix 
said yesterday: “Clare Spottis- 
woode and Azurix have been in 
discussions about opportunities 
with another organisation. 

“The organisation is not 
within Enron. The talks are 
very preliminary and have not 
been finalised, it would not be 
appropriate to comment further 

City analysts specu- 
lated that Ms Spottiswoode 
may have fallen out with 
Rebecca Mark, Azurbr's Ifexan 
chairman and chief executive, 
who like the former regulator 
is a strong character. 

The Azurix spokeswoman 
said, however. “We’re very 
pleased with Clare. Obviously 
business opportunities do pop 
up from time to time and they 
do need to be pursued” 

The spokeswoman added 


that Ms Spottiswoode. who 
joined Azurix last October, is 
still an Enron employee. Azurix 
has headquarters in both Lon- 
don and Houston. 

Enron has already built gas- 
fired power stations in the UK 
such as the one at the ICI plant 
at Wilton on Teesside and last 
summer it launched a pan-Eu- 
ropean water subsidiary, 
Azurix. Ms Spottiswoode was 
hired to deal with regulatory 
issues arising in its target areas 
of expansion, including Europe, 
the Middle East and Ear East. 

The departure of a senior 
regulator to a company oper- 
ating in a heavily regulated in- 
dustry caused raised eyebrows 
in Westminster and Whitehall 
when it was announced last 
autumn but Ms Spottiswoode's 
job at Azurix was cleared by the 
Nolan Committee, which over- 
sees job moves by former 
senior civil servants. 

Enron was at the forefront of 
last year’s lobbying campaign 
by the gas-fired power gener- 
ators against the Government’s 
moratorium on building gas- 
fired station, in an attempt to 
protect Britain’s remaining coal 
mining industry. The company 
has applications outstanding to 
build another two gas-fired sta- 
tions in the UK 

Coincidentally the power 
industry is also awaiting 
Stephen Littlechild’s next 
move, now that he has finished 
as the electricity industry’s 
regulator at Offer. There is 
speculation that he may join an 
electricity group of some kind. 



by Andrew Garfield 


The former gas regulator Clare Spottiswoode who. City analysts are speculating, may be seeking a job in the gas industry 


Slow Christmas blamed for drop in Hamleys’ sales 


THE HAMLEYS chief execu- 
tive, Chris Ash, yesterday 
blamed weak sales at Toys- 
tack, the group's mass-market 
toy retailer, as it reported a 2.4 
per cent foil: in overall sales in 
the 24 weeks to 16 January - 
traditionally its busiest period 
A 14 per cent fall in lflce-for- 
like sales at Tbystack came 
despite a strong performance 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 
financial Editor 


at the group's flagship Regent 
Street store, where sales were 
up3.7per cent, with pre-Christ- 
mas sales up 12 per cent on the 
same period the year before. 

House of Tbys, the group's 
Debenhams’ concession, also 
disappointed with a 14 per cent 


drop in half year sales. Mr Ash 
said there were dear signs 
that consumers were holding 
back from spending before 
Christmas in order to take 
advantage of lower prices after 
the holiday period 
Sales in the three weeks 
after Christmas have been up, 
with Hamleys showing an 8 
per cent increase and Ibystack 


and House of Toys reporting 
rises of 6 per cent and 19 per 
cent respectively. “Overall trad- 
ing has been difficult in an 
increasingly competitive env- 
ironment," Mr Ash said 
Blacks Leisure, the sports 
and outdoor dothing retailer 
which also gave a trading 
update yesterday spoke too of 
a late rally in sales in Decem- 


ber and Januaiy. But that still 
left likefor like sales down l per 
cent overall in the second halt 
with First Sport being hit par- 
ticularly hard by the price war 
that has broken out with its 
competitors. 

The problems at Marks & 
Spencer continued to weigh on 
William Baird, the dothing sup- 
plier, which warned that prof- 


its for the year would be “not 
less than” £3 0m, down from 
E33.4m in 1997. Baird is blam- 
ing the knock-on effects of prob- 
lems at Marks & Spencer one 
of its biggest customers. 

Analysts had been expecting 
profits of around £34m for 1998. 

The chief executive, David 
Suddens, said that improve- 
ments elsewhere in the busi- 


ness will not be enough to 
make up for the dent in profits 
that have been caused by the 
production cut backs at the 
business supplying the prob- 
lem-hit High Street retailer. 

Sales were down 4 per cent 
compared to the year before, 
Baird said. The group closed 
two factories late last year with 
the loss of 477 jobs. 


SHARES IN HSBC, the interna- 
tional banking giant suffered 
sharp falls in London and Hong 
Kong yesterday, after the pres- 
tigious Wall Street Journal 
claimed that the bank was 
about to disclose huge losses on 
its “?3bn Thai loan portfolio”, 
when it publishes its 1998 
results next month. 

John Bond, who recently 
took over as the bank’s chair- 
man from the legendary Sir 
William Purves, was said to be 
angry and upset that the report, 
which was based on interviews 
that he and other senior bank 
executives gave in November, 
had appeared when the bank 
was in close season and unable 
to respond officially. 

He was on his way to a board 
meeting at HSBC's American 
arm yesterday. 

The report, some details of 
which were unofficially con- 
tradicted by bank spokesmen, 
sparked a three percent fall in 
HSBC's shares in Hong Kong, 
threatening at one point to 
drive Hong Kong's Hang Seug 
index below the 10.000 level. 

In London HSBC opened 
five per cent down, before 
recovering later to close at 
£17.18, a fall of 48p. 

Eyebrows were raised at 
the bank by the fact that The 
Wall Street Journal referred to 
$3bn in loans to Thailand, when 
the latest published data show 
that the total level of loans to 
that country was $L3bn at the 
half year, down from $2.8bn at 
the end of 1997. 

One source at HSBC said 
privately last night: “We have 
not felt the need to make a 
statement No-one here has 
been on alert to expect a seri- 
ous issue. There are no fire en- 
gines r unnin g." 

Analysts are already 
expecting bad loan provisions 
to have risen by up to 130 per 
cent because of continued prob- 
lems In Hong Kong and Asia 
generally, areas which have 
historically been the biggest 
generator of profits for the 
bank. The group, which last 
year was the world's most prof- 
itable bank, is expected to 
report profits down by up to 18 
percent at $6.7bn. 


Internet star performer to 
set up British version of site 


SALE SALE SALE SALE 


HER REDUCTIONS FURTHER REDUCTIONS FURTHER REDUCTIONS FURTHER REDUCTIONS FUR T ' REDUCTI 


By peter Teal Larsen 


THEGLOBE.COM, the Internet 
company which was one of the 
most successful stock market 
flotations of all time, is planning 
to set up a British version of its 
site in an attempt to attract 
mare regular users from out- 
side the United States. 

The company, which oper- 
ates a virtual Internet commu- 
nity offering news, electronic 
shopping and chat, is planning 
to linkup with UK telecoms and 
media groups to provide distri- 
bution and content for the site. 

“We are looking for strategic 
partners in the UK” Todd 
Krizelman, theglobe. corn’s co- 
chiefexecutive, said yesterday. 
“Gcj^fthe most critical factors 
is to t>tx3d our brand awareness 
as quickly as possible.” 

Although it was only set up 
four years ago, theglobe.com is 
one of the fastest-growing In- 
ternet websites in the world, 
currenfoatfrr ytmg more than 8 
million regular users. Of these 40 
per cent are from outside the IfS. 





Looking for partners: Stephan Paternot (left! and 
Todd Knzelman yesterday Neville Elder 


Last yean it attracted the 
headlines when its share price 
rose sixfold on its first day of 
trading on Nasdaq, making 
paper multi-millionaires of Mr 
Krizelman and his co-founder 
Stephan Paternot, both of 
whom are in their mid-twenties. 
Although the shares have fall- 
en back slightly, they are stQl 
t rading at more than four times 
their issue price of $9, valuing 


the company at almost $450m. 

In the US, theglobe.com has 
linked up with large media 
groups such as Fox and 
Reuters to supply news and 
other content to its ate. It now 
hopes to sign up simflar groups 
in the UK Mr Paternot said the 
company was also seeking a 
telecom group which could help 
promote and distribute its site. 

The company is competing 


with large internet “portals’' 
such as AOL and Yahoo! to be 
the destination of choice for 
regular Internet surfers. It can 
thm charge advertisers and on- 
fine retailers for access to its au- 
dience. Portals including Yah oo 
and Excite, the group which 
this week was taken over by 
high-speed internet supplier 
At Home, already have specific 
UK sites. 

Mr Krizelman stressed it 
was imperative to build up a 
brand name quickly. “In this 
market, which is moving in 
light years, time is of the 
essence,” be said, arguing that 
once people were used to a cer- 
tain site they were less likely to 
switch to another one. 

Mr Paternot defended the 1 
high valuations attached to In- 
ternet stocks, which analysts 
have been warning are unsus- 
tainable. “There are 100 milli on 
Net users at the moment and 
another 6 billion to go,” he 
said. “If we can reach them in 
the next five or ten years the 
value to be had is massive.” 
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Arcadia job cuts perk up shares 
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SHARES in Arcadia, the Bur- 
tons, Top Shop and Dorothy 
Per king stores chain, bounced 
25 per cent after the group an- 
nounced 380 job cuts at group 
headquarters yesterday. 

The market was also 
cheered by the news that like- 
for-Iike sales fell by by only 
1-9 per cent over the half year 
including the Christmas 
period, which in the current 
climate is regarded as a good 
result 

City had been primed to 

■VeLt a sales fall of as much 
4 per cent after the disas- 
trous performance from 
Marks & Spencer and Store- 
house last week. 

The market had also feared 
there were further shocks in 
store after month's waro- 

®g. which led City analysts to 
profits- by 30 per cent l 


By Andrew Garfield 

Financial Editor 


-The market is relieved that 
they are not another Marks & 
Spencer" one analyst said yes- 
terday. 

Nigel HaH Arcadia’s finance 
director said that, unlike some 
of Us main high street com- 
petitors. Arcadia had not had 
to bring forward its sales and 
start discounting before 
Christmas: 


“To have come through the 
period we have with the figures 
we’ve had is something we 
are very pleased about" he 
said. “'When Marks & Spencer, 
the biggest player in the doth- 
ing sector; is in distress, it is 
hugety disruptive. 1 ' 

He added: “This has been 
the toughest Christmas trad- 
ing season that anyone in this 
business can remember” 

The job cuts and the re- 
cruitment freeze will cost 


£3 .5m to implement but will 
result in savings of £8m in a full 
year 

The group said although 
sales through high street out- 
lets were down, home shopping 
- which includes sales of the 
Rawkshead and Racing Green 
brands -were up by 37 per cent 
while Internet sales are fore- 
cast to go above £lm for the 
first time this year. 

Arcadia shares dosed up 
30 Jp at 167.5p. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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The award winning PC manufacturer 
that's the UK's largest PC retailer 
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TOP 20 VOLUMES at 5pm 



XH. test 

Btf. Sato 

fid. 

Ax* 

57.95* StaTfatafteg 

lUta Gen Bee 

A mm 

Tan»m>a 

3606m W 

BMn Nad Grid 

Q4Z2ra 

14- » 4 

RXOOT 

23.46m Thco 

£7J3ra Untew 

0.46m 

IbataNtou Beam 23 Jte Anton (UK) 

16. Pm TsaUm 

HI0m 

Briefed 

2KQ» MarteBSpewto B. 19* Great Uta Store 

CAn 

BP Amoco 

bJtailerttTxtaoom 

B.Mm iHfflC 

n.«a 


B ftse 

IOO INDEX 


-0.352' ■ : 


135 36 MW&MH 380 Oft .. .3812 

603 383 MbrallaQm 5235 75 24 231 

1025 785 San* 883J0 x-7Q 21 21.7 1677 


304 

1*0 Stag 5 Lean Gp i&5 Oft 

41 

186 57% 

7S2 

an (ran® 

71BJ X-2BJ25 

27.1 4314 

131 

7l ItoKRlWMg 6dll05i 00 


108 

S9S 

zee HtotaMi 

843ft feU 

u 

XJ 4413 

361 

IB Vtan Grp 

!33b 1 00 

55 

35 9 4779 

167 

4BB toPM 

587.8 i-35 

85 

1691825 

3*3 

14b IMnaJD 

1KO Oft 

14 

in 

B4B 

7D9 PteriU 

•tU -!U U 

_ MB 

114Z ESO VUtate 

<Z7J 1U 

4ft 

13ft 14B8 

731 

616 tcettteta 

(lift -aft 

4ft 

11ft cm 

569 

363 Wr6 Older 

4J5 x-75 

50 

84 1506 

BBS 

4U BcdOWte 

®U»U 

4ft 

455 60X1 

569 

M9 ten BuJAhneU 

9 3370 * 15 

14 

179 

74] 

522 MtaiGp 

7400 -1ft 

3ft 

529 


755 -1ft . _ 3358 

815 Oft 484 

231ft * Oft Oft 230 3537 

175 -13 _ . S3B4 

4865 00 13 154 inn 


SB 5H tonga Cos 
so 413 wo s Eos 


6200 SO ftft 20 1 3307 
4*5 n OK 4b 14 * 3308 


ELECTRONICS 


H 23 AAFtatc 
37 5 in Me 7 
480 29* Uen 
218 120 «SC 

875 *25 May 

Tffl ia wnn Ss 
287 118 Asfctaa 

57 29 AoeMsuh 

*6 SW 
341 1% terra 0e» 

235 IS B am 
*02 217 BJw* 

785 40* newer 
170 113 BeUBm 

O 1 Bn 
ftlft 165 But (Nani 
277 (58 Sow Hones 

170 7b Br a ndnoHke 
*3 73 frttea&g 

156 7b ftTMto 
130 90 CALA 

43 1ft Cummin 
126 S Coutoysxfc 
14C (1 CrtSHfcta 

123 6T CuSreFiap 
103 76 Isrem Kttp 


*25 234 tat 
206 56 AraraBta 

103 15 watt 


555 • 00 - 69 1666 <03 15 Affect 

720ft *00 Oft 73 713 11U ALSTON 

3150 i 00 4 7 lift 1698 62 27 Ansnd 

1615 -60 41 95 1071 36 3 Mm 

655 0 0 0 £2 n 2370 1 545 715 AM 

1275 -150 31 177 173 UO 30 Asac(BSR) 
<675 -45 17 168 B77 78 34 AtaSm 

480 00 *6 91 IS 37 BCG 

ao Oft 6J 7ft «D 285 Ska 

7025 -1ft 67 75 1101 6® 307 BamtoM 

149ft -4j 61 74 114* 160 88 BDtyk 

2625 -15 49 69 UK 39 10 Caftra 

425ft *-15 31 7ft 1675 27 4 CtaMtftfc 

1815 DO 7ft 4ft 1680 61 39 Qua 


48 0 OO 46 
SO 0ft 67 


78 34 htanOB 

IS 37 BAX 
«J 285 »Q 


4000 * 00 1ft 112 57 

1115 4ft _ _ 127 90 

325 -3a 1625 811 

1400ft -710 _ 22 

4U 00 15 . 20 

285 (LO 57 95 1508 S 
HOI IM - 2874 «i. 
655 lOO . 9.1 RK * 

610*05 , ■* 

645 00 155 - 1109 W 


433 S a numUMH 755 -10 . _ 3358 

167 7BBbnaM 815 0ft 484 

248 148 Cm IK 2325*00 08 230 £37 
86 18 Cabs* 175 -03 _ . 5384 

551 393 CmtrKoEP 4865 0ft 13 164 1701 

130 54 DntScatacGp 775 Oft 

173 13 Gmltol 150ft 15 

27B 143 Mb«0 2775 00 15 302 2320 

683 496 bora 5725 5ft 15 17 7 2337 

232 115 UntaiH 1165 *-10 2ft 235 1291 

458 195 taS&BBi 4565 IM 11 400 6877 

S77 305 NiUAnNm 4145 -95 1ft 

908 604 Sea* Sdd 8835*200 15 305 3381 
810 280 SttiDbei 4675 SO 203 3 5494 

229 97 SectarUoMK 1540 00 02 560 

200 118 SnMHep 1790 13 3ft 16.4 1434 

E 13 IgpntfL* MS -15 .. , 6185 

(13 187 HBam If an 7035 -05 43 136 6801 


683 496 gf» 

232 115 LntoM 
456 196 Nem-N* 


_ UB7 908 504 SMMSMol 
1815 810 280 axUDUm 


229 97 SanrUanN 

200 118 Sr*3Ne0! 
1586 S 13 laprUUk 
2874 (13 187 man if cm 


10 Qftra 
4 Etmdlto 
39 QUO 


645 Ofl 155 . 1108 TO S3 AMpuq 

3900 -10 4ft 143 1697 2B IS Nta 

£55 115 40 136 1116 167 62 Afecrtn 

. _ _ 513 IS 79 AftedfeU 

306 Oft „ _ 3512 233 143 Annas Bn 


£55 115 40 136 1116 167 
- _ _ 513 1® 


306 Oft _ , £12 233 
53x00 . 35 1834 S 
563 *00 13 176 1152 288 


85 4L5 118 4ft 5616 230 155 G4* Wl HUgi 1975 OO 133291 7 


25 DariftkBSp 
98 DM 


25S TO JLfw 


ISO 90 64 62 ITS 206 71 OLAkra 

2145 -05 10 9 4 913 353 CftOtyGB 

85 0 DO 4ft 85 353 3 OarfaBusSp 

325 00 61 IDO 243 98 OMl 

87ft ftft 76 65 1134 524 393 Don® Para 

SO GO 62 55 3673 [ 76 38 Duwimg&*fc 

175 *00 320 240 DniOrtdm 

880 -10 49 12 1971 28 17 Eras 

1140 -10 44 97 US 590 231 toffy 

735 00 79 56 725 3£5 More 

610 -05 . 4336 1 19 8 fawn tafi 


705 00114 
3525 1-25 52 
730 (25 . 
1105 -25 1*5 


AS Saw (Mil 
233 BacA(Am> 


14 1® 

84 5449 410 
16 5270 1® 
_ 1175 131 


B CMIOin 
2? tats**® 


5000 OO II 14ft 1998 1® 
485 415 85 81 1998 368 


24 15 CaWK 

1(00 Eft GteOTKj 
(7 5 £ Euc 

213 <16 Mwrsn-iti 

7c2 3C JMi 

141 OOP 

3E il} A 

738 233 unjift 
216 123 L a» 

T22 IK JtAfc*.e« 


735 00 79 56 725 

610 -05 . 4336 1 19 

•59 G -10 14 133 691 

170 Oft 81 61 |M 

8050 OO 31 88 2204 i <56 

27 S 0D2IB ift 272 '235 

1170 05 41 11 7 333 :791 


2775(00 Oft 245 2002 166 
195 -08 3ft 8.1 1250 2S 
2465 -15 51 62 4732 130 

7010 34 5 0.4 410 4732 U? 


185*00 _ 


(8 Cam* Mr 
1t( Coanttto 
75 Da*r<te> 
72 DeUMQg 
60 

jo ncp 


903 i Oft 102 47 1538 
ISO 00 *3 101 6832 
1125 -3ft 7ft 105 1067 
1200 00 112 6.4 1550 

1415 -35 ftO 7ft 
15*00 . 

85ft ftft 15* 42 7485 

mg Oft 14 135 IW3 
765 OO 82 5ft 
875 QO 17.7 12 35)6 
288 -05 67 . 1485 

700 -10 4ft 875 7799 
575 0ft 87 3ft 3496 
1175 -45 1U 4.4 7860 
350x00 70 56 2158 
750 -10 91 45 1988 

595 OO 7ft 61 1594 
ISO Ofl 17ft 2J 2152 





TELECOMMUNICATION^ 


AB AriflK MU 

A B Pott SM 

AM 39*0 

rag* >875 

A* for =365 

■AA 697ft 

Brtkms S5UI 
BrReooaMloe 610 
Ctartsan H 785 

opapan iBfl 

Dan Efi 1955 

Daeoqmm TOO 


88 2304 l 'S 115 LO Pmang 
(ft 372 ' 235 ie URtra 


shj uutuniiH 

143*10 _ . 5797 1197 


lMsnapGp4600 -25 2.4 191 


1170 as 41 11 7 253 j id 2E IA9WU> tat 
5530 155 1 9 20 7 7354 'S£S ZS BTX 

196 5 0 0 1 4 124 1-92 i 272 1C (tacts* 

3U5 OD 49 90 .HI 2* PacebteR 

2265 Oft 5-’ 92 TO* ,3= a Ha=rcr 


1525 00 42 11.1 6219 258 
ISO QO 3ft IDS 7342 1 HE 


162 (tacts* 

24 Pace (ten 

76 Risrrtr 


320*4)5 (3 320 4® 

£10.125 . _ 1614 1 120 


2105 3 0 4 6 9 9 1289 ICO 


2365 00 57 92 TOt 311 <65 Prose 


£5 5 IB Oft 
620 * 10 . 


U 9 Harttofti 110*00 . . ail 

197 73 fay A fttenox 7BO 25 05 10ft 

256 75 fating P 895 70 115 42 2293 

HE SP HcocatottpOBU 526 .OO . _ 

4® 120m?UI 1625 ( 25 OO 73 3609 

320 123 Jooe&a ISO afl 8 7 62 2378 

IS 80 KemoadAop ISO l Oft . 163 6049 


250 1-ifl Usnerttma 1600 Ofl 70 


K PIBWHffim 


2240 25 2ft 15 5 68071123 


192 HI KSarsjlS 


153 5 7 0 6 3 9 1 7327 900 34 face 


155 Corps i*ca S54Q 05 35 124 6055 98 


253 2J7 rJarj3i 
If: 7d Uawuj 
7H :y sec-ram 
7j ft»sK3e 
3- 7 Ptor^P': l-e 

TO r. focflrt 

159 :3 \vj«j 

135 175 PeK«fc 
M6 151 Satis 
55 32 in'. R5 

WJ itt 1a*i*pr.B 
•2s 114 Tr.f V.'ri. 

Ki 150 !■*•-/ i-sig 

2j 17 t» 5(9 

71 f T. s.iZ 
-2 /4r 

iJ 57 vditpas 
:*0 31 •Ajar.pne' 

e 26 Wrtifrp 
272 1-Sf «K=«r/ 

u 10 ss-pe 


2*7 tea 
M fsearesfin 


0425 -25 04 3li t?h)!:io 
3945 *-:0 1ft , 29CS'630 


30 unon 
£ l«SSp 
4i MaUneOng) 
94 faBnee 


•/.O' 00 16 152 (€£3 .35 £S tesm. 


. 29E6 '630 325 thsome iUJ 
61 . 126 21 faVattGp 


'030 -05 5 2 
1610 -25 77 


130 '35 

r 7 1755 


1080 -05 47 73 -S? 


75 00 
965 00 45 


.25 -1 0 65 S 3 7702 5T 
163 f 0 5 31 104 1556 4* 


16<5 flO 43 179 :ek 
40 0 -10 B 9 1J 1253 •:« 


eE KaaGO 
5 : sirt 
15s fcCCT 
K Semm 
3 iWrruai 
•» j|lu(s 
5 tesc fc'ws 
28 fewnsu 
30 1C5K 
d rex 


£5 -10 103 61 .126 21 fames Go 

3375 -25 37 152 3742 1*3 3) ererwi?* 

255.00 . 116 >475 325 Pancon&di 

10 ao >173 76 rtatnCGo 

£25 OO 37 111 6506 j2C3 1® «co 

17*0 OO 36 61 6129 1 275 1£ fateomn 

275 -7ft 55 55 IP* .(J 3 Reaftad 

30 0 DO 71 10 0 <1331 702 hcttU 

115 -09 . 332(63) 265 R«cn 


300 00 r; 

115 -09 . 


TOO 00 81 7ft 3737 TO 5 TP 

142 5 >0 16 100 1551 US HO Thaw (TOO 

SIO 4 0 55 12“ 3075 ,!« 3i 7cMS« 

ice ao :: 52 [V *3 v aag 

175. 00 69 33 42 UVigtateB 

30! .-0 5 5 7 6*69 K2 !9 vsen 

570 10 89 168 7729 405 Mo 

955 00 5 9 7 0 1255 1267 152 VX3 

275 00 100 33 ;i6i 50 He 


545 ao 17 114 14591228 
535 4 5 0 2 65 1041 <8 


445 -15 HU 
TOO 00 50 


ice ao :i 

175 . 00 69 
30! .-05 


*3 v*eajgt 
1- ViglB isjl 

:9 van 


□Db .10 45 74 


250 00 *1 r.ft 1974 1275 
5lO 00 . 4130 1 1® 

*050 *-50 6B 10 0 2222 '32 


e M ’.VjiCiCrp »75 OP TOO 33 :’6i 

272 K£ 2215 -10 4J 9 7 -25T 'te 

IE 10 ssjpe 1111-9* ao 32T 

712 (30 W»ta »*n 4925 -10 JA TO I 5t62 M » 

ia ic: »KW.C 1015 -10 tft 78 1504 '?12 

1« 91 TirntrtG 94 5 -30 1 7 7ft 15K i=28 


2300 -100 40 
625 00 


238 59 RopIDflUBU 

43 27 5HemoMGp 

285 165 Stoops 

71 52 5nt2 

53 21 St** 

£2 57 Sams 

275 47 SwUOTfcM 

IQ H V)riwra 

37 II m&eram 

106 48 M&rfdVMg 


®0 0 0 27ft 41 3409 
450.00 194 44 2424 

47 5 0 0 117 3 4 3578 
S35 -05 I0O 64 4191 
4150 00 78 78 .’716 

315 00 14 _ 7795 

30Bfl -10 7? 6* 2740 

MOO -15 6£ 72 7739; 

94 0 0 0 5ft 961 1676 

1550 00 4ft 7ft 2763 
1425 00 116 II 3(59 
295.-05 101 81 2829 

71SJ 1-255 18 115 1046 
2775 Oil 7ft Oft 2538 
760 Oft 16.4 112 1031 
370 QO 122 93 1974 
185ft Oft 8 0 7 4 2905 

565 Oft 125 68 2952 
«ft*00 13 0 4 4 3003 
675 00 lift 4 4 4083 
565 0 0 15 3 2.7 3344 1 

775 4(5 4ft 55 249* [ 
595 *00 . 9ft 3227 


545 ao 25 6B0 3508 


46 wmnmnftp 480 .-SO 81 


810 OO 76 100 


1015 -10 tft 70 1504 ; ?12 
94 5 -30 1 7 III 15K 1 228 


77 (ft AegrepIP M 
2B6 1C3 AntfWGt 

119 69 BagenaipErt 

418 232 6kK(»9 

469 178 HPftMB 

149 75 fimonn 

150 bl Came 

216 87 Cmdff 


W9 53 6711 Gg 

?12 EC AM 

22S 90 AtaascG? 

23 130 ano 

137 71 AeataHB 


515-05101 39 3-532 i 1 


1025 0ft 55 
955 OO 11 1 


481 IMMI 

96 AffNKHhsy 


680 -08 30 34 (203 'in 208 Asca 

275*10 SO 122 6053 Il77 33 tan Sum 

975*10 51 106 8358 '*4 n Ao* 

264 0 7 0 55 10ft 2671 53 45 BAtodta 

1883 .-1ft 62 lift 1094 «* xln 
BT5 00 92 98 3449 n 

*> *!22 » 

IT-5 'A H” '« 73 Benstonm 


1025 Oft 55 I5K 1WB 4,1 tew (ft 

955 OO 111 5 1 3546 96 MMvy 

1770.05 14 22.7 1481 J® 109 BtaH HM 
925.00 68 68 3948 ® 34 BndsttXlb 

2375 -75 50 78 1905 1H7 “ 


2375 -75 50 
960 0ft 1Q4 


11 A5W 
48 Btatatdi 


5ft 1276 778 199 Bate 1(7*. 

. 7B2B >67 115 OJItEefal 
73 £93 *25 1® COMnu 


3330 -4 5 25 182 1091 575 <*> OmtEo* 


161 33 Dart* ft 

61 » faom 

185 115 Eom 

« 8 Ftae 

200 108 enter Go 

273 149 HatettJ 

4H 230 Baaas 

2® 134 fapwOI 

no % Hnexm 


TOft ZD 15 105 5273 
9640 «0 00 218 3922 
375 £0 10 47 1(75 
170 x 00 . . 

1165 0ft 105 65 5756 

lift i-15 . 110ft 2292 


109 73 BansMAix 

1285 678 BMjOB 
SH 384 total 

173 86 BrtSta 


765 a a 02 84 

167ft *-15 57 55 
HU OO 

7525 -1ft 16 1711205 


109 TlBrnteAw HU OO " « “ « 

W5 IS io 47 m ,x 678 lta * e ® ^ • T -° ,s 173 ot 5 S 

170 * 00 10 7 M75 **• m Utan 4»ft -ttft 1ft tu |*1B 

1165 0ft 105 65 57* ^ * **9M IfflJ 16 103 10ft 4530 .,55 „j 

HO i-15 . 110O ZS2 ** *™ 105ft -4S 10ft U 1?t 78 Ufa! fun* 

1215 -10 61 118 1372 1M ® ®0 OO 102 67 1777 238 140 LOT 

1550 1ft 83 87 2756 38 41 BW Wft Ofl 83 73 6*08 135 100 mum to 

«U -8ft 15 3L7 1830 700 23 ten UH Wgs8B50 00 Oft 40ft 94 59 NtolMftO 


1215 -10 61 118 1372 1W 
1560 10 83 87 OS ® 


295 1B8 HeyeaodW 


350 250 jaiwontie 


290 155 Kmgspan 


108 60 LASH* 

1J7 & Itotei 

163 1 05 uartte 

448 244 ikiaM 

78 (5 Itaaos 

i» 5* mmpT' 
19G 95 PttyMW 

139 87 PIS ft 


1365 -2ft 62 - 1255 ® 10 Cmo 

1975 00 51 14.4 213 B ferdo 

2110 0 0 6 2 7 4 2291 234 166 Cange 

TOO 00 4 1 17.1 1266 780 266 Chafer 

3100 SO 4ft lift 2354 178 IK (tang 

58 00 - 338 13 Op* 

19Q0 00 05 15ft 5214 275 48 CMbBbem 

695 40 84 10A 1248 565 DUtm 

1215 DO 55 107 1328 30 97 


120 00 10ft 300 


1K5 0ft 42 100 1823 189 IIOSVBHMpi 


in 4*1 IMMI SZU -2B5 _ 4157 

1® 96 AstHUftxy 1070 00 . . 10H 

162 13 Bata) 6 Rn '215 OO 67 .. 478* - 

66 34 BnfclUft (Oft -05 102 . 1117 ' 

1297 73] m 838ft -18J 8ft 185 1S21 * 

Z7B 199 Qatalktx 2735 0ft 22 304 2E 

167 115 aMtevFnd 1165 Oft 14ft . 6862 1! 

525 1® Cor tea 1575 -6fl 16 12.1 4356 55 

575 430 Don & Eat TOO SO 24 198 7499 21 

168 97 Eicfttan 1095 . 00 17.1 3ft 61 

ice rnri ■mui-pir'-n tu 31 117 so 

«7 noi W 8ft U 84 7888 

261 139 Hen 1965 00 U 245 040 ra 

398 203 txk&Mks 2515 -10 1ft 12ft 6513 ,« 

236 IS JMUmtHbo i®25 10 U 201 6833 57 

156 113 «i 143ft OO _ 4081 la 

121 78 Utonfun* 565 .-ift 61 7.1 3758 « 

236 140 LMI 1560 1 05 5ft 35 8846 „ 

135 100 MttoMks 1120 00 182 62 8884 li 

94 59 NtotMCpd 330x05 96 102 88S ? 

156 H OdMl 64 J) 70 6ft 1680 3965 ' 

m 432 taw M W M 417ft -lift Oft tti 7452 

189 110 SVflUOp 1460 Oft 99 2ft 6S99 J* 


180 MxtoMtq 
59 Malta Cpd 


55 MS 111 432 tattai 


3540 -95 8ft H5 82B1 285 1*4 tt*fmMen*l97ft 1ft 39 


185ft Oft 38 _ 18*3 ig 128 to 

1S5 Oft 104 *5 IffWggff 

1650 OO 55 lift " J," 

7450 -25 25 134 2146 “* **7 ? 


. 1843 ig 128 Mn 

4 5 B5HB3B5 


azn aa so 30 6828 


tZUl-U 2.1 3*4 1478 17 


DOS 00 *0 432 1380 io 


118 73 HuMRrt 

143 71 hi0»Gp 

104 G5 RsEdtAMr) 
238 120 5Mw»F 
276 09 36 

25 5 Sort* ta- 

134 70 taw 

829 350 temPmm 

372 ia UHm 
189 to (taCmrae 


?T.» I 4 ® 186 teUHum 2335 Ift 44 12ft W26 

XOO 1-15 56 230 1340 33 14 Heeotate 185 05 17 154 

"« *« JW 162 101 te- 1195 U *5 IIS 1207 

1195 fti I? AJ^fi 7,6 90 f®" 1075 Oft S2 20 7 1210 

A7* ^ *1 40 18 tel 20S 00 18 18ft 2134 

5970 ZO 5 ft 85 (390 1K ® m ‘ nxm 785 Di 48 » » 

81 ft DO 7 s Sin 129 103 K 1315 . 1 ft 57 11 4 1208 

Si I! JS !52 116 56 B 0 560 00 83 213 125 


7.7 1299 3,5 3) MM Co 1515 00 3? 


94 ALBsiftaQoUBn 1M5 Oft 
92 AMEudb 135ft 0ft 05 


550 ■ 10 94 
1195 05 41 


216 

84 !7B5 ^ 


875 00 55 105 *116 1U n M |»-_ 

5970 Z0 ift 85 1390 2j 2?" te0n 

810 00 7S 95 67!0 rt! £ ~ 

910 25 55 133 1*07 IIS SL. 

60S 00 5.7 104 ~ _ 

■as ao 4ft 100 4710 Ir: ” 

1»0 00 71 70 5428 " ® 

5ft OO 25 . 2984 I. ™* na 


1195 Oft 43 115 1207 u 
>075 00 55 2 D 7 1710 e 
205 Oft 1 ft 18 ft 2134 13a 
785 05 4 ft 7 ft 1381 m 
1395 . 1 ft 57 114 1288 u 
560 ao 83 233 125 


_ Annan 
£ mm tee 
26 Atatotfeo 
S A tmfafttac 
62 AtofeHOtai 
44 tetsta 


1655 ao 4 ft 100 4710 I? 
I»ft 00 71 70 5428 ™ 

5 ft Oft 25 - 2984 I * 5 

102 ft 1 ft 69 125 1454 “I 

3565 10 40 1 B 6 3*47 IL 

2325*00 23 210 1 “ 


1665 00 4 ft 10 ft 4710 

140 ft 00 71 70 5428 

5 ft OO 25 - 2954 


1895 Ofl 4ft 
*65 -05 03 
393 ,03 - 
12*5 Oft 77 
1093 -10 19 
469 00 3ft 
29123 -Sift 27 
7305 -45 17 
4525.15 


580 285 nuq 


192 HAtotflSM 
117 58 Affltederfy 

27 9 Barer 

IMS an bbc 

126 7! Break* 

343 tor MYs 
HI 314 BTP 


5ft Oft Z5 . 2984 J? 

102ft Ift 69 125 1454 " * 

3565 10 *0 IDS 3*47 “ US* 5 "* 

2325,00 13 210 ™ I® “ 

80 5 Oft 17 80 7702 ®2 264 JftmU 
W5<58 45 114 £88 335 244 l-tetarfi* 
|Mtotafni| 32 18 lota(7l 

II' All 509 >8! Mantra 

CO 00 lift lift 3958 570 248 UdteeMe 

645 *30 37 9ft 51C 7*3 121 ItatoB 

110 00 136 42 3023 115 S3 IU| 

■as ts unajiooa 35a a iu,, 

1045 -10 13 119 1119 «Z 189 IferanOue 
»40 5ft 15 W3 17S7 >,74 e Poeroea 
3295 1Z0 4 4 201 1755 X ia 


144 BaE&TiStt 
a BtoGHEoMa 

_ Brttaman 


2430 -30 23 4£ft 1643 
103 Oft 


'S! “SI 536 7303 -05 1 7 

03 -25 73 50 2S3< 340 UU« 4S2S.I5 

1110 25 67 53 5BS2 298 193 Bates* 2430 -30 23 

1355 1-1 0 25 116 254 171 144 BadapStt 1633 Oft 

53ft Ift 6* 102 3887 165 SE BtoOfeOCa 815 -13 

»S 011 93 263 51R _ _ 8rt tea On 119ft 00 

1990 -65 7ft 67 1288 142 iog am teals 123 -ifl 4ft 

3G6ft x14S 50 78 1280 122 87 BnfanStt 980 0ft 14 

2980 00 14 113 4043 378 244 Bruner 3263 -03 2ft 

16ft 05 73 4ft 2437 1000 733 Gatiner 8310 -20 35 

1513 -30 72 14 2S0 S48 327 Ctarwtaflrw 4815 -90 15 

£73 -1ft 7ft IB 4 1324 143 KK QocerHOgs 11(3.00 84 
137ft -05 44 148 2576 281 204 0.(4 Under 2538 -IO 25 

85 5 0 5 64 116 1339 1® 141 QjttcKmi 1025 OO SO 

1010 ift 185 _ 2810 1J1 IS* Damn 1803 t Oft 51 


. 2680 
. 458* « 
. 7073 Ift 

- 7930 (J 

- *73 ?4 

. 6755 ft 
. 1344 aj 
-S3® 78 

-.s? 

:Ss 


818 -ift 
111ft 00 
1353 -ifl 40 
98 0 0ft 14 
3265 -03 28 
8310 -20 35 


1805-40118 5J 2024 ®5 4Q DstjrTrQa 


105/00 SI 
GD2S 50 


1“ S “£r 2! M !r! "2! a » nm 


1150.-45 _ .1741 >04 41 DMtaDCeMEU) 0ft 
1295.00 64 7ft 4119 164 141 taWtaSCil m 1580 10 


303 149 CJtetfW) 
*89 198 Cnxti 

TO 74 Bameta 
£7 IS BfcibC 
79 54 EMM Cl* 

95 39 HICtSMM 

ISO 411 Id 
194 82 llttDGp 

891 397 Unr* 

355 134 UkoK 

75 26 UenoEDi 

34 16 Mehta 

350 12S form 
221 ® Scape 

248 115 Vkta 
so 440 iMiimnw 
2*0 1® to»i$ 

440 209 1U.C4BD 

z£ n tarns 


2950 SO 19 14 1 1143 m 
1975 -08 52 10ft 1187 fT . 

755 -Oft 28 _ “ ® 

1823 4*53 7J 74 1193 " ™ 

590 8 0 5 5 ifl? WiJ 4W **« 


1823 * 53 7J 74 1193 
590 00 55 10ft 19)7 


405 .-10 4i )9ft 6*26 


- 1032 l 4 * 


*2 town 
89 Senorfog 


9*3 JO Bft 125 2388 W 163 SeHttAen 2773 DO 5.1 83 7 B 14 ,g 


1545x45 »5 164 SIR 1® 

1545 x -08 55 6 ft 1393 r® » 

£0 0 0 15 6 3 2 28*4 ^ 

2378 -U U 18.7 »441 ?S ®? 

35 M 03 3 i 213 1483 If ~ S 1 ?^ 

430 OO 19 ll * 

^ " if a « ■ 


501 ft 225 62 112 1297 
USD * 00 58 10 ft *291 
275 DO 80 36 


2*05 M3 U TU 1419 1 1*7 


SL5 ao 84 
32 . 5.00 *9 
2125 -13 3 J 
2718 .-08 54 
tWJJ -05 15 
445 .-08 _ 
4430 -13 30 
725 -05 . 
105 .03 - 
80.8 -15 1 ft 



|&;rin- vr-^r 


»rpiTH'*tr 


j70S 408 tee-tom 
=05 104 SBteQg 


175 .-45 HU) 45 M5 104 SafeniGq 

1313 00 61 7J 7503 130 35 SMbm 

960 1 0J7 ID 113 2616 555 3m J|£7 

1805 * 0 0 3 7 149 335 j: 

*«0 Oft 7.7 7 1 3289 M 

!?5 M ®9 »» 'SM 303 166 TTSe* 


vv s.1 anno. , 6 # teteTta 105.03 - 

2 WKIU 115 10 II? 77 Eoi$nCtt 808 -1J 1ft 

SBU 27ft 2.7 TU 1437 261 IS EmlKtatar 2403 -05 25 

485ft -270 4.1 117 1439 583 «3 Efinlfitator 571ft -15 1ft 

nao oft 59 73 m iCBurntwa lasxoo 02 

2430 1-20 17 62 2SBB _ .. ten 58*0 -03 23 


nao ao ig 73 


8= tat 

28 IrmTec 

l® TTfeee 


3250 5ft 5ft 103 5887 ISO 117 EflgtSca 


S« 4 -5 104 4.7 108 - 


. fa Cm is 
- toaMfoa 


™ “»2 ”22 ® SBtateeta, SU U 


K60 -1ft 69 14 5452 1=61 173 


mo ooitu j* <«a It? 


148 75 AMDEfoto 

164 s Atoqoea 
258 IB AtoiOMfa) 
355 no Aun&wmy 
2 1 

111 43 BtfHfCl 

21 S Beamter 
38 S8 fiopato 


77 40 IHBBittB 

® 1® Wat Grp 
tt: 480 wm 


7j 398 215 FfSrfaVt 

73 * a W>J*W 

59 5731 113 


815 (0ft 101 ?4 65C 1^1 ^ 

1005 CO 5 7 Bft 1520 *“ *9 **9® n* 1 
2293.0ft 1ft 101 TOT J® 1* «tt(M 
1325 -10 DIO 2 2.1 3,5 ,ffi 

13*0.0 - 125 1603 ,M Btem 
52ft Oft 77 56 16® I 90 » tealte 


»5 10 97 73 » =1 

1485 -05 6.1 59 STJI 138 113 

S 325 1 ft 14 100 3221 20 137 teGrt* 

7480 -25 4 ft lift 7205 W 73 


aao.-ii so 7ft 14® ® >® Rn *® 


ittMl 1805x00 02 
I 5610 -05 23 

Sen M93 -0ft 11 

ate ast Ob 13 

ndfoa 68lft -05 05 

MCB 235ft x-10 

ifW 329ft -25 Oft 

325 1 05 . 
Ipdto 1I6J -25 ift 

r*a >080 00 25 

MB 1360 -2ft 

I 215ft 00 23 


73S 3S4 Bremer 


17 5 Udpd 

114 66 BnFtap 
42B 3® BSS 
37] 275 CaBJfic 
176 120 Camafe 
65 21 Cow (DC) 

178 1® OagentamH 
U4 £ DBMK* 
TO 1® DAM Bee 
TO 95 DanaisBe 
37 77 DmhOp 


irS.Dft . 

305, DO 45 tj 
3*00 00 65 74 

75 . Oft . 12ft 
815 00 70 75 lfflS 

3215 00 87 101 
SS0 Oft 59 63 
135 Oft 44 .. 7894 

SOS >-10 14.9 3J 
150ft Oft 71 B5 


('« n mm 

;» » teedte 

1 93= 730 Mtaknan 


1925 Oft 60 Uw W M6 RraftaPM 181ft 00 02 


81ft DO 113 149 1442 
35fl 0ft 69 85 
MOD -100 2ft 21ft 3252 


ENGINEERING 


210 1® DNgma 


110ft. Oft 4Q 
115.0 *■ 45 35 
174ft lift 17 


305 93 DbatUor 

ESI 300 Elect uu »»ms 
IK 71 faflUBtc 
127 37 Empn Ugbr 


3® 143 EmHKtta 


>4 |U a Oft 35 190 1191 
74.0 Oft 95 85 *003 . 
625 00 12: 17 44® 10 


is: 

£ 

tot* 

725 

OO 

108 

7J 

3499 

701 

393 

tanfUta 

530 0 

r-180 

4ft 

Oft 

ID® 

194 

91 

to 

1115 

-15 

3ft 

134 

KSS 

345 

145 

Bonn 

TOO 

DO 

65 

17ft 

torn 

414 

272 

Mba 

3713 

Oft 

18 

2 LD 

2133 

B46 

» 

m 

782ft 

-3ft 

2ft 

Iflft 

1«2* 

GGS 

361 

fata Grp 

4315 

•10 

32 

MS 

4® 

173 

iM 

1Z5 

-10 

3ft 

41 

182 

28 

W 

IIHtwIb 

217ft 

-M 

u 

*25 

1986 

7*5 

119 

UaUm 

1300 

OD 

2ft 

128 

2829 

1® 

X 

£j*m 

985 

00 

59 

BJ 

4535 

118 

$4 

UPFGp 

IliO 

OO 

18 

Bft 

as 

5T 33 

■tear 

45ft 

■Oft 

28 



649 4® fora Annex 

64 30 fori Ad! 

13 5 tea Asa Ms 

es 24 

27 B 


6Z15 -ao a« 

455.-05 1ft 
7ft 03 


EXTRACTIVE INOUSrmES 


277 HgaGentc 
2® tel KG CM 
116 IK flnOGM 
Itc 27 fonl&SW 
13* 1 teitiew 

T3 61 fomMPrt 
®5 IKtenhcte 
ST 31 FtaMei 
13 3 Hera mam 

<58 IK fan J«n 

18 1 tel Jo W 

*78 2® Ren tec 
333 23 faiHdCap 



®7 244 (tausttao* 
62 bi tenwzn 



I 2D3S ® 6 - 4S 1,5 * Iqnnisn 30441 ait M 366 
.. 205* 19116 1*15.1501 JOOtf miUi w 

D4W IKS T«J m. 4J/i 04 03.0 030 U2 

2)46 2D6J9 Ts. in. 3 06 2UJg (UO I 95 £58 

' 2J850 (7555 TijYLLSB nisi Bid IDt U1 

~ W.I7 4UI Try HI 25 □ W« 058 107 940 

~ 2907 8,12 iWH-tsao aotm oxe ub an 

~ 457i ityn.LSK 4m 

_ 3600 «S TMU.4IB30 «OB> ft» 1.9* 

I }J2 PERPETUAL 


















































THE INDEPENDENT 

&idav 22 January 1999 


jjj ti- \&& 


BUSINESS/21 




Unilever takes 
knock from 
Brazilian crisis 


Investment 


Menzies profits set to drop 


UNILEVER IS feeling the chill- 
ing impact of the Br^ilian de- 
valuation. Shares of the 
I Anglo- Dutch detergents and 
? foods giant were one of the 
poorest performing Footsie 
constituents, falling 373p to 
6l2.5p as some analysts felt 
obliged to reduce their profit 
' forecasts. 

Goldman Sadis, the Amer- 
ican securities house, is one 
which has lowered its esti- 
mates following the upheaval 
in Brazil Henderson Crosth- 
watte also turned cautious. 

Besides the devaluation hit, 
Unilever had to contend with 
Wednesday’s disappointing 
statement from Nestle. The 
spratriing Swiss group failed to 
meet Us 4 per cent growth tar- 
get, a shortfall which could well 
occur at UnDeven given the 
similar geographical spreads 
of the two ©ants. 

Unilever's profits last year 
are expected to come in around 
£3ho. Before Brazil’s problems 
^materialised the stock market 
'was shooting for about ££2bn 
for the current yean 

Brazil is a major contribu- 
tor to the 10 per cent of oper- 
ating profits the Angle-Dutch 


WAVERLEY MINING, 
where Ofex-traded 
Corporate Resolve is 
seeking to become the 
jnqor power; has raised 
£490,000 selling shares in 
Perseverance Mining , but 
is taking action about the 
sale of a further block of 
/ <|iares which It says it did 
'fot authorise. There is 
vague talk that Waveriey 
could attract a fall bid. Its 
shares are 6.5p against 
132p three years ago. 
Corporate Resolve seeks 
to revive straggling 
businesses; its shares are 
64.5p. 


group derives from Latin 
America. 

Until the latest wobble 
Unilever’s shares held up rel- 
atively well They hit a 707p 
peak last month. 

In another hectic session, 
with turnover once again 
breaking through 1 billion 
shares. Footsie foiled to hold 
hesitant esriy gains and ended 
83.3 points in the red at 
r '*jjl22.3p. The market was 
ruffled by US banking eh fe f 
Alan Greenspan's caution and 
seeming split with President 
Clinton. Worries about Hong 
Kong’s banking health also 
prompted caution. Support- 
ing indices were weak and 
Government stocks scored 
gains of up to 55p. 

HSBC, the banking giant, 
was off48p (after 66p) to l,718p 
on reports that rt faced “huge” 
losses in Thailand. It was 
claimed the bants Thai loan 
portfolio of around $3bn had 
been hit by a series of basic 
mistakes. 

“A great complacency sets 
in when you see these 
economies grow year after 
year ... flfe took our eye off the 
ball” a HSBC executive is 
quoted as saying. 

( The banking group is due to 
its 1998 results next 
mooth. Meanwhile it is thought 
to have won toe battle to han- 
dle the Energis placing. Na- 
tional Grid wants to reduce its 


market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


interest in the telecom group 
from 75 to 45-49 per cent 

HSBC was said to have 
placed the shares with insti- 
tutions but it had to struggle 
to do so. Energis dipped 223p 
to l,712Jp and Grid dulled 
Sip to 5433p. 

The HSBC concern hit 
Standard Chartered, down 
33 5p to 803.5p. Other banking 
shares were mostly subdued. 

Vodafone was again busily 
traded with the price finning 
4p to 1,163; ScottishPower 
fell 9ip to 654Jjp as Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson turned 
cautious. 

Enterprise Oil and Lasmo, 
talking merger, fell back, 
although there were sugges- 
tion that Repsol may barge into 
the planned deal The Spanish 
group has acquired a near 15 
per cent stake in YPF, Ar- 
gentina's largest company, and 
has made no secret of its de- 
sire to bqy into other oil groups. 
Enterprise fell 8p to 242p and 
Lasmo 2.75p to 97.25p. 



Granada lost 38.5p to 
LOlOp, reinforcing talk that it 
is preparing to make another 
major takeover strike. 

Asda jumped 6p to l56p in 
busy trading as the monthly 
Taylor Nelson Sofres survey 
illustrated a sharp sales ad- 
vance. Shares of the other big 
supermarkets gave ground 
British Airways settled loweq 
15.75pal359.25p. following dis- 
appointing comments from 
two US airlines. 

Sears, the struggling re~ 
tafleq put on 7p to 354^p as it 
capitulated to a 359p bid from 
the high street tycoon Philip 
Green. The higher Wolver- 
hampton & Dudley Brew- 
eries offer for Mars ton 
Thompson & Eversbed low- 
ered the shares 5p to 288i>p. 

Marston promptly said no deal 

The stockbroker Henry 
Cooke Lomsden said yes to a 
135p a share offer from Brown 
Shipley owned by Kretfietoank 
of Luxembourg, and the Ofex- 
traded shares jumped 65 J5p to 
130p. 

Division, an IT group. 


gained 4p to 395p after the US 
company Parametric Tech- 
nology mounted an agreed 
40p a share offer 

The soaraway Internet 
spree showed signs of fading, 
with a sell-off in New Ybrk 
causing some alarm, intelli- 
gent Environment rose 22p to 
9Q>, and Internet Technology 
gained 30j>p to 172p after win- 
ning two telephone licences. 

ButVirtoal Inieniekvrtach 
arrived on Hiesday foQowing 
a reverse takeover, crashed 
107.5p to i29p.ontyli.5p above 
its suspension price. Voss Net 
lost 22p to 573p and Netcafl 
18p to 67p. 

On-line again led the way 
- but this time it was a retreat 
The shares crashed 144Jp to 
I29p. After the market closed 
the company, little known at 
start of the yean produced a 
statement outlining a few de- 
velopments which “are prob- 
ably insufficient to explain the 
magnitude of the [share] rise”. 

Cheekily it went on: “The 
board feels that the rise can be 
explained by the expectations 
of investors that On-Line 
should reflect a valuation in 
line with its Internet profile 


CAIRN ENERGY, which 
once eqjoyed a share 
price topping 600p> was 
lifted from its 62p low by 
SG Securities which said 
the company was exposed 
to “very significant 
exploration upside in 
India and Bangladesh”. 
The group has £20m cash 
and the analyst Richard 
Savage says that even 
with a $10 oil price the 
company will remain 
cash-positive for the 
foreseeable future. The 
shares, in bosy trading, 
moved ahead 9-5p to 
7I.5p. 


and with the valuations of US 
internet companies.” 

TWo directors have sold 
more shares, with one of them, 
Clement Chambers, given op- 
tions at the prices the shares 
were sold. He now has 14 per 
cent against around 35 per cent 
before the price started its me- 
teoricrise from 16pat the start 
of last week to 273ip, where toe 
company was worth £9m. 

Hading statements lowered 
the toy retailer Hamleys lOpto 
i3S5p; hut fitted Enterprise 
Inns 16.5p to 379p and retailer 
Arcadia 3<L5p to I675p. All- 
days continued to suffer from 
its disastrous results, down a 
further 25p at 675p against 
62L5p last year 

Brewers recovered from 
their dismal run; Bass frothed 
38.5p to 782p and Scottish & 
Newcastle 80p to 73Q5p. Whit- 
bread rose lSp to 827p. 

The first of what could be a 
run of woefiJ tales from Marks 
& Spencer suppliers came 
from wflliam Baird, the tex- 
tile group. It said last year's 
sales were down 4 per cent, 
and the shares fell 5p to 85p. 

Tempus, the media buyer 
formerly called CIA, added 
21 Sp to 206 5p after HSBC 
lifted its profits forecast from 
£lt.7m to £12.4m. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L27bflfion 
SEAQ TRADES: 8L322 
GILTS INDEX 11634 +H55 


JOHN MENZIES. toe news and 
logistics business, yesterday 
warned fall-year profits would 
drop in 1999 because of man- 
agement and systems problems 
which have hampered its at- 
tempt to refocus the company. 

Warburg Dilion Read, the 
house predicting a fall 

in profits from £34m to £28m in 
toe year to April because of a big 
reorganisation in its entertain- 
ment distribution ar m. Tot al 
Home Entertainment (THE). 

Menzies is takings £15m ex- 
ceptional charge to write down 
large qu antitie s of unwanted 
stock at THE and replace a 
warehouse computer system 
which had become outdated. 

The group has gone through 
a of radical change in toe 
last two years as David Mackay 
chief executive, has sought to exit 
the retail sector and concentrate 
on wholesaling and logistics. 

The strategy is to expand its 
airport business of cargo han- 
dling trucking and passenger 

handling, white maintaining fcs 

position in newspaper and 
magazine distribution. 

The John Menzies chain of 
newsagents was sold to its old 
arch-rival WH Smith last year, 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

but the group is keeping one re- 
tail operation, the loss-making 
Eaity Learning Centre Menzies 
hopes to return ELC to profit 
and sell it on within five years. 

Group pre-tax profits rose 
from £0.2m to £3m in the six 
months to October as Menzies 
eliminated losses at the c-hain 
of newsagents. Excluding this, 
profits feQ from £7.6m to £4. 8m. 
The interim dividend was held 
at4.8p. 

Mr Mackay said: “The 
process of change is progress- 
ing well. Our good progress 
may have been temporarily 
overshadowed by the unac- 
ceptable situation at THE, but 
that is being tackled urgently 
and vigorously.” 

THE, which distributes 
videos, CDs, books and games, 
saw sales and profits reduce as 
it lost two big contracts with 
WH Smith and Boots. 

Executives yesterday ad- 
mitted they had “got it wrong” 
at THE. The range of CDs and 
videos was too wide, and too 
much stock was being re- 
turned Only the games busi- 
ness prospered, owing to an 


Matter value: E205m, share price 367.5p 

Trading record 96 97 98 97 98 

6 months to 
. — October 98—. 

Turnover (Em) 1413 1417 . 1 543.0 71 1 .6 6.5.6 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 35.9 30.6 (28.6) 0.2 3.2 

Earnings per share (p) 40.1 ■ 33.6 (71 .4) .. (1 SI) 2.3 

Dividends per share (p) 13.8 13.8 15.2 4.8 4.8 

Operating margin Share price 

% pence 

3.5 600 




exclusive contract to distribute 
games for the Nintendo 64 
entertainment system. 

Losses also increased at the 
Eariy Learning Centre as it ex- 
ited from nursery and chil- 
drenswear. Menzies said 


J PMAMJ J ASONDJ 

changes were yet to feed 
through to results. 

Like-for-llke sales were up 
1.4 per cent at the .half-year 
stage, their first increase in 
three years. Executives said 
trading in toe two weeks before 


Christmas was 18 per cent up 
on the year before. 

Mr Mackay has now ap- 
pointed Iain Callaghan, who 
beads the group's wholesale di- 
vision, to shake up THE, while 
retail director Dermot Jenkin- 
son will step down as an exec- 
utive director. James Bennett 
director; mil retire 
due to HI health. 

Menzies has succeeded in 
expanding its transport ser- 
vices, cementing a partnership 
with Lufthansa to launch the 
London Cargo Centre in July. 

The launch was marred by 
industry-wide problems such as 
the Asian economic crisis and 
difficulties at Hong Kong air- 
port, which depressed revenues 
at airports. But new contracts 
have now been won with Qan- 
tas and EVA. the Taiwanese air- 
line. Last month, the group 
announced farther business at 
Manchester airport The com- 
pany denied rumours it was in- 
terested in bidding for Servisaix; 
the rival logistics group. 

Shares dosed up 4p yesterday 
at 367.5p, valuing the group at 
£205m and putting it on a for- 
ward multiple of 1L Anatysts said 
the shares were falty valued 


Lookers predicts United Assurance 
tough year ahead disappoints yet again 


LOOKERS, THE motor distrib- 
utor; yesterday reported a drop 
in its fall-year profits and 
warned that conditions in the 
car market would continue to 
be difficult in the coming year. 

In the year to last Septem- 
ber the company, which oper- 
ates a range of car dealerships 
around Manchester; Liverpool 
and in Northern Ireland, 
reported pre-tax profits of 
£8.6m, down from £9m in the 
previous twelve months. 

The drop was entirety down 
to Lookers’ Agricultural 
machinery division, which suf- 
fered a £600,000 drop in profits 
as the BSE scandal continued 
to dent demand from formers. 

However; pressure on car 
prices also contributed to the 
slide, by limiting growth in toe 
motors division. 

Although new and used car 
volumes grew by 73 per cent 
and 10 per cent respectively, 
this growth was undermined by 
lower prices. 

“In common with many 


New life for 
old banknotes 

THE BANK of England has tried 
many methods over the years 
of getting rid of old banknotes 
- burning, burying, shredding, 
granulating even using them as 
compost 

Now a start-up company 
based in Watford has signed an 
exclusive contract with the 
Bank to turn our old fivers and 
tenners into writing paper 

“Money to Burn” is the 
brainchild of its chairman, Nick 
Bradfield, who set the Com- 
paq up 15 months ago with two 
friends. Rod McPherson, man- 
aging director; and Martyn 
Pedrick, sales and marketing. 

Mr McPherson recalls that 
Mr Bradfield “was at home 
with flu and was watching tele- 
vision. He saw a programme 
about shredding banknotes, 
and wondered what happened 
to the remains. He rang the 
Bank of England, and they gave 
us a contract They’ve been 
very helpfuL" 

The company is now talking 


By peter Thal Larsen 

other groups in the sector; trad- 
ing conditions in recent months 
have been extremely testing,” 
said Craig McKinney, toe com- 
pany's chairman. 

Under chief executive Fred 
Maguire, Lookers has been 
investing heavflty in its distrib- 
ution network. In the past two 
years, the company has relo- 
cated or overhauled 80 per cent 
of its mainland dealerships. 

This is expected to stand the 
company in good stead if it 
attempts to join forces with 
rival distributors, because 
Lookers is now more likety to 
receive the support of manu- 
facturers. However the com- 
pany insists that it is not 
currently in talks. 

West LB Panmnre, Lookers' 
broker; forecasts that pre-tax 
profits will drop again to £8m 
this year putting the shares, 
which were unchanged at 75p 
yesterday, on a forward p/e 
ratio of less than six. 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


to major retailers about selling 
its range of “Sterling Stationery 
a unique range of notepads, 
writing paper and envelopes 
containing authentic shreds of 
Fngfigh currency totalling up to 
ten times the purchase price." 

I suppose the moral is that 
watching daytime television isn’t 
such a waste of time after alL 

Private lives 

PRIVATE CLIENT stockbrokers 
and fund managers are on a re- 
cruitment binge. Teather & 
Greenwood has just poached 
two anatysts and a corporate fi- 
nancier from rivals. And Qufl- 
ter & Co has also signed up 
three investment executives 
from other firms. 

Joining Teather & Green- 


UNITED ASSURANCE, the door- 
to-door life insurance company 
yesterday released the latest of 
a long line of disappointing fig- 
ures when it announced a 9 per 
cent fall in new business in l99a 
The company said weighted 
premiums were down to £40-2m 
from £4t2m in 1997. The figures 
were in stark contrast to rival 
offices such as Zurich Financial 
Services, which reported an 
18 percent rise. Sales at Legal 
& General, another rival, 
jumped 21 percent 
Alan Frost chief executive, 
said the figures should be con- 
sidered in the light of full-year 
results to be announced next 
month, a sign the group will 
maintain its dividend. 

United is struggling to 
emerge from the fall-out of the 
disastrous merger in 1996 be- 
tween United Friendly and 
Refuge Assurance which gave 
birth to the group. At the time, 
of the merger the two compa- 
nies attracted £59.4m in new 
business between them. Since 


By Andrew Verity 



wood are Alexien Isaac, 34, a 
pharmaceuticals analyst from 
Nikko Europe, Tim Tbung, 33. 
an insurance analyst from SG 
Securities, and Tanya Mettzer, 
25, from the corporate finance 
department at Granville. 

Meanwhile Glenn Hawks- 
bee and Paul Cherry are both 
leaving Capel Cure Sharp> for- 
merly Albert E Sharp, where 
they were divisional directors, 
to join Qufltei; the private client 
investment managers. Tim 
Horrocks also joins Quitter 
from Henderson Crosthwaite. 

Close call 

CLOSE BROTHERS, the closest 
thing London has left to an in- 
dependent merchant bank, has 
nicked corporate finance big 



Alan Frost: Review to be 
unveiled next month 

then, sales have foflen by 32 per 
cent 

The merger was piloted by 
Dr George Mack, who intro- 
duced compulsory redundan- 
cies to extract cost savings. In 
two years, the sales force 
shrank from 6,400 to 4,000. 

The redundancies spread 


cheese John Barker from 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson. 

Mir Barker was a director 
and global bead of engineering 
at Kleinwort, and he will seek 
to grow Close’s business 
through its recently acquired 
corporate finance company in 
Frankfurt, Freyfaerg Close. 

The bank already has dose 
links with the Continent One of 
its mainstays over file years has 
been its leasing business in- 
volving German printing 
presses. 

Stepping down 

THE AMERICAN who last year 
engineered the takeover of one 
of Britain's roost venerable in- 
surance brokers, Sedgwick, has 
announced he will retire next 
year when he reaches 65. 

AJC Smith, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Marsh 
& McLennan, the giant Amer- 
ican financial group, is stepping 
down in favour of Jeffrey W 
Greenberg, currently chair- 
man of Marsh & McLennan 
Capital 

M&M owns Putnam, an in- 


disaffection in the group's sales 
force, which has struggled to 
maintain productivity. United 
was also forced to abandon a 
loss-making attempt to move 
upmarket by foundling a divi- 
sion to sell through indepen- 
dent financial advisers. 

Like other door-to-door in- 
surers, United has found it in- 
creasingly difficult to sell home 
service policies - where staff 
collect premiums from cus- 
tomers' homes. These involve 
higher charges than ordinary 
polides, where collection is tty 
direct debit. 

Dr Mack resigned in De- 
cember 1997. The group was 
leaderiess until July, when Alan 
Frost was hired from Abbey 
Life, another insurer with poor 
sales figures. Mr Frost imme- 
diately began a full-scale strate- 
gic review. Its outcome will be 
unveiled next month. 

Shares in the group held up 
yesterday, rising 23p to 536p. 
Analysts said there was relief 
the figures had not been worse. 


vestment company with ?300bn 
under management as well as 
Sedgwick. 

LME tribute 

DAVID KING, chief executive of 
the London Metal Exchange, 
called for a minute's silence on 
the exchange floor yesterday in 
memory of Ralph Kasten- 
banm, m a n agi n g director of 
Gerald Metals who died on 
Wednesday night aged 69. 

Mr King said: “Ralph had 
been involved in the world of 
base metals and the LME for 
many years, having lived and 
worked in a number of 
countries." 

The LME boss added that 
Mr Hasten baum had played 
many roles in toe recent de- 
velopment and governance of 
the LME, most recently as a 
board director and between 
1993 and 1997 as vice-chairman. 

Ifyouimve any news you wish 
to share urith -‘People and 
Business " please ring me on 
0171 293 2062 , or e-mail me on 
j.unBco(^vndependent.co.iik. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Country Spot 1 month 3 month 

UK 1.0000 KOO 

Australia 2.5T28 2.5708 23689 

Austria 19.640 19.621 19.598 

Belgium 57.578 57.441 57.209 

Canada 2.S003 2.4985 2A964 

Denmark 10.617 10.593 10.567 

Euro 1.4273 1.4239 1.4T82 

Finland 8.4865 8.4660 8.4321 

^France 9.363 9.340 9302 

^Germany 2.7916 2.7845 2.7737 

Greece 460 72 462.78 466 79 

... Hong tong 12303 12.802 12.834 

, Ireland 1.1241 1.1214 11168 

Italy 2763.7 2757.1 2745.9 

Japan 188.00 187.10 185.52 

Malaysia ... — - 

Mexico 

Netherlands 3.1454 3.1379 3.1252 

New Zealand 3.046 1 ,, 

Noway 12.305 12.333 12.369 

&s eg 

/BU .IBB >§iJif 

KSL U770 

.✓Switzerland 22 922 2JB2B 2J671 


1 month 3 month Euro 

0.6057 0.6062 0.7006 

I. 5571 1.5573 1.8025 

II. 88S 11.881 13.7603 

34.792 34.682 40.340 

1.5133 1.5134 1.7518 

6.4191 6.4061 7.4385 

1.1595 1.1632 1.0000 

5.1278 5.1118 5.9457 

5.6573 5.6334 6.5596 

1.6868 1.6815 1.9558 

280.30 282.98 322.79 

7.7538 7.7801 8.9701 

1.4723 1.4770 0.7876 

1669.9 1664.6 1936.27 
113.32 112.47 131.712 


OTHER SPOT RATES 



Q/N Marginal 3. 2 5% 
O/N FacJflcy 2.75% 
Repo 3.00% 


Country 3mth dig 
Australia 4.74 -0.05 
Belgium 2.93 -0.01 
Canada 4.66 -002 
Euro 3.05 0.00 
France 3.05 0.00 
Germany 3.05 0.00 
Italy 2.99 -0.01 
Japan 0.28 0.00 
N "lands 3.05 0.00 
Spain 2.95 0.01 
Sweden 3.61 0.00 
S' land 1 .24 -0.02 
l/K 5.50 0.00 
US 4J1 0.16 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.2S% 

RepotAue) 

3.40% 

Den marie 


Japan 


Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.00% 

Fed Funds 

4.56% 




LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


BOND YIELDS 


1 yr 

*8 

2 yr chg 

5 yr chg 

10 yr 

chg 

4.70 

-0.07 

4.82 -0.08 

4214 -0.09 

5.14 

-0.10 

2.86 

-0.01 

3.00 0.00 

3.43 0.00 

3.91 

-0.03 

4.87 

-0.03 

431 -0.03 

4.87-0.03 

5.01 

-0.02 

2.99 

0.00 

2. 86 0.00 

3.26 0.00 

3.69 

0.00 

2.84 

0.00 

2.93 -0.04 

3.22 0.00 

3.76 

-0.03 

259 

0.00 

2.8S -0.02 

3.1 5 -0.03 

3.66 

-0.03 

231 

-0.02 

3.00 -0.02 

3.31 0.00 

331 

-0.01 

0.33 

-0.01 

0.S3 -0-01 

1.19 0.03 

1.88 

0.01 

2.99 

0.00 

2-94 -a03 

3.23 0.00 

3.77 

-0.03 

235 

-0.02 

2-90 -0.03 

3.35 -0.02 

339 

■0.04 

3J5 

-a 02 

3.29 -0-02 

3.47-0.03 

33S 

-0.05 

1.48 

-0.01 

1.53 -0.01 

1.91 -0.02 

2.50 

-0.03 

5.43 

-O.OT 

4.76 -0-03 

433-0.06 

4.20 

-0.07 

438 

0_24 

4.61 0.03 

4.58 0.06 

4.69 

0.06 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Contract 


Settlement 

«gh 

LOW 

Esc floor . Open 
volume Interest 

Long Olt 

Mar-99 

120.08 

120.16 

IT 9.57 

43226.00 

111533.00 

5 Yr Gilt 

Mar-99 

109.13 




64.00 

German Bun d 

Mar- 99 

117.41 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

11524 

11528 

114.94 

8632.00 

42531.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

129.97 

130.32 

129.90 

2865.00 

— 

3 Mdi Sterling 

Mar-98 

94.50 

94.52 

94.47 

22299.00 

194138.00 


Jun-99 

94.85 

94.87 

94.83 

18015.00 

192139.00 

3 Mdi Euromart 

Feb-99 

96218 

96.99 

96.98 

355.00 

1476.00 


Mar-99 

97.02 

97.05 

97.02 

62131.00 

408350.00 

3 Mth EuroHra 

Mar- 99 

97.02 

97.04 

97.01 

3004.00 

232150 00 


Jun-99 

97.14 

97 17 

97.14 

2646.00 

65266.00 

3 Mdi Euroyen 

Mar-99 

9936 

99.36 

99.36 

500.00 


3 Mdi Etiroswfes 

Mar-99 

98.67 

98.70 

98.63 

21032.00 

8638300 


Apr-99 

98.56 

98.60 

9851 

9353.00 

44190.00 

3 Mth Euro Ubor 

Feb-99 

96.98 




— 


Mar-99 

97.02 

97 04 

97.03 

32.00 

5944.00 

FtSE TOO 

Mar-99 

6029.00 

6135.00 

6017.00 

24962 00 

171150.00 



Ouenigtit 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 

6 months 1 year 


EM Offer 

BU Offer 

Bill Offer 

an Offer 

EM Offer 

go Offer 

Treasury Site 



5.74 5.64 

5.55 5.50 



UBOR 


6.00 6.00 

598 538 

579 579 

5.57 5.57 

5.435.43 

Domestic Depot 

625 6.13 

5.75 588 

598 5.84 

S.72 5.66 

5 JO 5-44 

5.41 634 

EurostefUng Dtps 

5.81 5.94 

5.84 5 SI 

584 591 

5.66 5.72 

5.47 5 S3 

5.34 5.4 T 

Eftgjbfe-BH* Btts 



5.82 5.72 

5^2 5.52 

537 527 


Sterling Ob 



599 5.81 

567 5.59 

5.44 5.34 

5.31 S.21 

EumdoSarCDs 



491 

42J4 

4.85 


Em Ubor 


2 JOB 3 .08 

2 08 3.08 

3.05 3.05 

3.01 3.01 

2392.99 


LME (SAonne) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

dig 

LMEsmds 

Chgx 

Alicninluni HG 

1205 

1206 

-2.00 

1209 

1210 

1 

727325 

3200 

Aluminium Alloy 

1022 

1027 

11.00 

1048 

1050 

4 

97020 

2100 

Copper A 

1445 

1447 

5.00 

1472 

1474 

4 

612125 

2125 

Lead 

490 

492 

5.00 

493 

495 

3 

1061 2S 

-100 

PBctei 

4295 

4305 

-15.00 

4365 

4370 

-15 

65586 

24 

Tin 

5145 

5150 

20.00 

5120 

5125 

15 

7BS0 

-125 

Znc 

947.5 

948.5 

17.00 

966 

967 

16 

3)9450 

-425 




Pladnum 353.50 0.50-23.50 Platinum 214.10-0 50-18.25 Krog’rands 283.99 3.55 

Pailarfum 320.50-1.00 B7.2S Palladium 194.10-1.05 5035 Sons 66 61 

Silver 5.15 0.02 -0.64 Silver 3.13 0.03 -0.43 Nobles 386.05 
Goto 287.75 1.75 -3.25 Maple leaf 285.63 -12.81 


AGRICULTURAL at s.-sopm 


ENERGY at s:3opw 


Brent Crude fS/1>afTen Gas ofi(S/nime) CradefS/bmef) Products! S/tnrme) 

JPB Last* Chg Uol PE Ocsss Qw \M KYBA Last" Qh Spot OF NW Bit 

Mar 10.73 022 17273 ft* 96.50 0.25 8195 Feb 1181 4J ft GamtoeSS 114.00 

Apr 10.83 0.19 7043 Mar 97.75 0.25 4153 Mar 12.30 0.45 Naphtha 

Itey 10.99 0.18 3053 Apr 9950 0-25 2713 Apr 1233 036 gasoil 9700 

May 12.43 0.31 Fud OR {3.54s} .. 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s.-scw. || 


Cocoa 

Coltee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Soya Beans* 

LIFFE E/lonne 

UFFE S/rome 

LIFFE 

E/rome 

UFFEE/tome 

CBOr S.--54 

Mar99 912.00 

Jan991 675.00 

Jan99 

80.50 

Mar99 250.00 

Apr99 529.00 

May99 932.00 

Mar991 695.00 

Mar99 

80.75 

AprSS 322.00 

May99 526.75 

JUI99 952.00 

May991 640.00 

May99 

81.75 

May99 331.00 

Jun99 532.00 

Wd: 0 

VW: 0 

VbL- 

0 

VOL- 0 

Voi: o 

White Sugar" 

Freight 

Wheac 


Com" 

Lge Potatoes 

LIFFE SAonne 

LIFFESnWfcp 

LIFFE SAome 

cbot Cents/bsM 

AM 5/254 

Msr99 229.00 

JanSS 860.00 

Jw99 

76.00 

Marts 216.25 

3an99 34.00 

May99 231.50 

Feb99 930.00 

Mar99 

76.10 

May99 220.25 

Mar99 19.35 

Aug99 229.80 

A*ar99 930.00 

May99 

78.00 

JIH99 225^5 

May99 35.00 

W: 0 

Md: 0 

Voi: 

0 

Mot 0 

Vol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS at 5:30Pm 


Brarw.bloomberg.com/uk 


Source: Bloombe 



Feb UveCattie [CME1 SMOfcfc 
Feb Pori; Bdkes (CME) S/M* 8> 
Mar Orange Jutt (CTN) 

Dec MUi (C5Q S/50h b 
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Mar Ran (WCE) S/20 m 


62.52 Mar White Mala (SAFJVlOOmc 622 00 

if ?**» (TCM) Y/ 5ft kg 77.90 

95.60 Ms Cotton |CTN) $/«**> 59.35 

■ Ciudeftlm (KLqszZ5tn 2032.00 

107 JJO Mar Soya 06 (C3T) S/SOk b 2303 

316.80 Jiai Woollenttm fICMj S/SOOhg 1165.00 
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SPORT 


Tennis: ‘If the Grand Slam record is important to Pete, then he has to win one this year’ says the great Australian 


Emerson’s warning for 





IAN 

STAFFORD 


THAT PETE SAMPRAS is miss- 
ing from the Australian Open 
provided every other top play- 
er with an improved chance of 
securing one of the world's 
major tournaments. What may 
not have been considered quite 
as much is that the Ameri- 
can's absence gives Sampras 
one fewer opportunity to equal 
the record of Grand Slam sin- 
gles titles. 

This, still, is held by Roy 
Emerson, the big, burly Aus- 
tralian with the ferocious back- 
hand and fiercely competitive 
spirit He believes that time is 
r unning out for the 27-year-old 
Sampras. “If the Grand Slam 
record is important to Pete, 
then he has to win one this yeazf 
he believes. “It's getting hard- 
er and harder for him and, al- 
though you have to still fancy 
him at Wimbledon, he cant af- 
ford to Jose out at too many mare 
Grand Slam tournaments.*' 

In a career that spanned the 
circuit for 14 years, b eginning in 
1954, Emerson won 12 Grand 
Slam singles titles. He was no 
mean doubles player either 
picking up a further 16 titles in 
Grand Slam tournaments. He 
cannot see his collective record 
ever being broken. “I think my 
28 tides will be there for king- 
dom come,*’ he says. “But, if my 
singles record is there to be 
matched, Pete [who is one be- 
hind] has got to get a move on." 

Emerson, now 62. is keeping 
a dose watch on proceedings 
from one of his three homes in 
Newport Beach, California, 
Gstaad, in Switzerland, and 
Aventura, Florida, where he is 
the director of tennis at 
Williams Island. He still plays 
and, indeed, featured in the re- 
cent St Lucia Tennis Legends 
Tournament at the Odyssey 
International. “I’d like to hold 
the singles record forever," he 
is more than happy to admit 
“But if I am to share it, or lose 
it to someone, Td be happy if it 
was Sampras." 

Why? “I just think he’s been 
a terrific ambassador for the 
sport,” Emerson explains. “He 
conducts himself in the right 
way both on and off the court, 
and I like his graceful style. At 
least compared to others today” 



Roy Emerson (right), the winner of 12 Grand Slam singles titles, lines op with fellow tennis veterans (from left) Ross Case, Roger Thylor; Roscoe Tanner; Tom Okker and Hie Nastase in St Lnda white 
(below) the player in his pompc “There’s no question in my mind that the likes of myself, Laver, Sedgeman, Hoad, RosewaH, would, if we played the stars today, have lived with them* ; . David Bascai 


This is a veiled criticism, of 
course, of the thumping show of 
strengto on toe a>urts today, es- 
pecially from the men. “I think 
the new racquets have defi- 
nitely improved the women’s 
game, but they have also taken 
away far too much finesse from 
the men’s game," he says. “It 
has become too repetitious, 
and the men just don’t have to 
work so hard for their points 
anymore. Tennis is not the ex- 
citing spectacle it once was." 

Like, perhaps, in Emerson's 
day? Most would argue that the 
great players of the 1950s, 60s 
and even the 70s would strug- 
gle to keep up with today's 
stars. They would simply be 
overpowered by the strength 
and speed of the champions of 
the 1990s. The six times former 
winner of the Australian Open, 
and twice winner of Wimble- 
don, the US and French Opens, 
disagrees. 


“There’s no question in my 
mind that the likes of myself, 
Lavei; Sedgeman, Hoad, Rose- 
wall, Santana and so on would, 
if we played the stars today, 
have lived with them, maybe 
even beaten them. We might 
have been asked to stay back 
more on the baseline than we 
did, and develop top-spin 
more, but we would have 
coped with that, no problem. I 
don’t believe they are any fit- 
ter today. Don’t forget, we 
never had any tie-breaks, and 
every game was played to the 
best of five sets. 

“What I will say is that the 
players today are asked to per- 
form on all kinds of surfaces 
that beat up your body more. I 
wouldn't have enjoyed that 
Also, the variety of surfaces 
poses more questions. 

“When I was at my height 
three of the four Grand Slam 
tournaments were played on 


grass. Only the French Open 
was on day. It took me a long 
time to get to grips with a day 
court I was pitiful to begin 
with. In the end, I probably pre- 
ferred it to grass. These days 
the players have to adapt to 
grass, day, rubber and hard- 
court. You probably have to be 
more of a complete player 

“I will also concede that the 
competition is stiffen In my 
day the top 20 was dominated 
by Australian and American 
players. Now the Europeans 
and South Americans are also 
strong." 

Which is why Emerson feels 
that the domination Sampras 
has eqjoyed for so much of the 
1990s has come to an end. “X 
think he has to win a Grand 
Slam this yeaz; or not at aU,” he 
says. “Now that the Aus- 
tralian's gone, I think Wimble- 
don wifite bis best, possibly his 
last, chance to equal my record. 


It’s getting to the stage where 
I can't see him beating it, 
although it is up to him. 

“Fete's made a lot of good 
money, and achieved every- 
thing there is to in the game. 
The question is, is he prepared 
to endure the daily grind 
required to be a defending 
champion wbo bas already 
rtfrnhpri the mountain? 

“Others are catching him up, 
or have already caught him. A 
lot of the boys think they can 
beat him now. Whenever they 
play Pete they feel they have 
nothing to lose and raise their 
game. Losing to Fete is not a 
disaster; so everyone plays well 
against him. It’s a terrific effort 
to be the worid No l for six, con- 
secutive years, but the bottom 
line is that he doesn't intimidate 
players anymore." 

Emerson played in a time 
recognised to be one of the 
great periods of worid tennis. Of 


all the great players he faced 
and beat, he still, not surpris- 
ingly, rates his countryman. 
Rod Lavei; to be the best 
“T tried to emulate Frank 
Sedgeman in. the way Iplayed,” 
he admits. “But, for me, Laver 
was the best He possessed 
more skills and strokes than 
the others, but what ready 
made him stand out was his 
mental strength. Laver was 
never beaten until the final 
point had been lost He became 
even tougher once he turned 
professional. I would have 
loved to have seen him take on 
the likes of Sampras. Then 
again. I'd like to be playing the 
game today as well Maybe 
•Laver and I could have added 
a little finesse.” 

Maybe it's still not too late? 
Emerson laughs. “My forehand 
these days is pathetic," he says. 
“But m tell you something. I 
still never miss a backhand.” 



Goldstein’s dramatic introduction 


“so WHO’s Paul Goldstein?" he A little-known American with some famous friends 

was asked at a press conference. — — . 

“Paul Goidstein-s from Hockviiie, has overcome Greg Rusedski. By Derrick Whyte 


“Paul Goldstein's from Bockville, 
Maryland He has two of the 
most supportive parents in the 
world, two wonderful brothers 
and he's feeling pretty good 
right now," he shot back. 

Goldstein has hung out with 
Tiger Woods, counts Chelsea 
Clinton as a friend, quotes 
John McEnroe and beat Greg 
Rusedski at the Australian 
Open yesterday. 

“He’s been playing for five or 
six months on the professional 
tour and, yes, he’s feeling pret- 
ty good right now,” Goldstein 
said of himself after scheming 
running and diving his way to 
a 6-4, 6-7, 7-6, 6-2 victory over 
the Briton in their second- 
round match. 


Goldstein, 22, who has a 
degree in human biology from 
Stanford University, said he 
had delayed his entrance to the 
tennis tour until he felt mature 
enough. 

He is from Rockville, Mary- 
land, and was a school-mate of 
the president's daughter, who 
cheered him on at a tourna- 
ment in Washington last July. 

At Stanford, McEnroe's 
alma mater, he helped its 
tennis team to four consecutive 
NCAA titles. When Goldstein 
was asked to explain how some 
decent results in Challengers 
and an unspectacular college 
career can lead a man to beat 


a top-10 player in only his 10th 
tour-level match, he merely 
said; “Your guess is as good as 
mine." 

What Goldstein achieved by 
staying in school instead of 
taking his light frame on to tiie 
tour as a teen was to prepare 
himself away from the spot- 
light 

“My body still has a lot of 
maturing to do,” Goldstein 
said. “And at the point of 18, 19, 
20 1 just don't think I was ready 
for the rigours of the tour, ei- 
ther physically or mentally." 

He was forced to come 
thro ug h qualifying to makf* the 
main draw at the Australian 


Open, his first Grand Slam 
experience outside of three 
brief trips to Flushing 
Meadows. Last year; he took a 
set off Fete Sampras, the world 
No Lin the second round of the 
US Open. 

At 5ft lOin and list lib, Gold- 
stein is a junior middleweight 
to the 6ft 4in, 13st 81b heavy- 
weight Rusedski But, when it 
came to serve, it was a contest 
between a flyweight and a 
heavyweight 

While Rusedski kept pound- 
ing serves of around 128 mph, 
Goldstein replied with modest 
efforts peaking with a best of 
109 mph. So the American had 


to use his Stanford brain in- 
stead of his less-than- powerful 
arms. “I kind of went in with the 
approach that a made return 
was a good return," he said. 
“He’s got a world-class serve, 
one of the top two or three in 
the game. I just relied on my 
counter punching and scram- 
bling on the return games." 

Without poweu Goldstein 
needed accuracy on his serve. 
He spent a lot of time tumbling 
around as Rusedski attacked 
him, but seemed to enjoy it 

“That Rebound Ace [the 
playing surface] has a nice 
little cushion and I was think- 
mg I might have some bloody 
marks, but after the first one it 
didn’t hurt too bad.” 

Goldstein said he has a long 
way to go before he bas the 



Kournikova’s 
faulting farce 


Goldstein: Tactics 


earning power of a Woods or 
the game of a McEnroe. It’s a 
good start to a career; but it's 
also something more. “Tennis 
is a fun game," be told re- 
porters. “You guys all should 

play-" 


Agassi’s progress hints at former glories 


ANDRE AGASSI showed he is 
ready to make the most of a 
potentially trouble-free route to 
the Australian Open semi -finals 
when he beat the Czech Slava 
Dosedel 7-6, 6-2, 6-0 yesterday. 
The American fifth seed and 
1995 champion produced 
glimpses of his former bril- 
liance as he grew in confidence 
after a slightly subdued start to 
reach the third round. 

“It took me a while to settle 
into the match and then it felt 
quite good," Agassi said. 

Perhaps most significant 
was the way he was able to 
combat the Czech's serve in a 


By Derrick Whyte 


performance evoking memo- 
ries of a few years ago when the 
Las Vegan had a reputation as 
the best service returner in the 
game. Last year Agassi came 

to Melbourne looking a shadow 

of his former self but still man- 
aged to readi the fourth round 
as he attempted to battle back 
from the low point of his career 
in late 1997. 

Then, he had sapped to No 141 
and the former Wimbledon and 
US Open champion was forced 
to play in Challenger events to 

win time an court and regain his 


old fo rm. This time, Agassi has 
been installed by local book- 
makers as equal favourite with 
MarkFhffippoussis. 

The loss of seeds bas worked 
inhisfavow; with Agassi the sole 
seed left in his quarter of the 
draw after the early exits of 
Spaniards Carlos Moya and Al- 
bert Costa and Frenchman 
Cedric PfoEne. 

The withdrawal of top seed 
Marcelo Rios through iqjuiy 
and the absence of Agassi’s old 
rival Pete Sampras through fa- 
tigue means Agassi's only real 
hurdle before the find is Efcety 
to be either a match against 


Yervgeny Kafelnikov or Todd 
Martin. 

“I certainly daft mind that 
Pete’s not here,” Agassi said 
‘Tmnotabri^tgitybutrmnot 
stupid" 

Petr Korda, unseeded after 
foiling to 20th in the worid 
rankin gs and the man who 
foiled a drugs test at Wimble- 
don last July, is still proving 
unpopular with the crowds. 
Korda, let off a one-year ban 
and penalised only the prize 
and ranking points he earned, 
was on the receiving end of 
comments from the crowd dur- 
ing his straight-sets victory 


over the Spaniard Julian Alon- 
so, who, unlike compatriot 
Galo Blanco in the first round, 
did at least shake hands af- 
terwards. 

“Some of the fens were using 
improper foie) words - some- 
tiling insulting” Korda said He 
refund to say exactly what was 
said, hut there was at least one 
audible shout of “cheat" during 
the match. *T don't wantto talk 
about it It didn’t bother me." 

The fifteenth seed Tbdd Mar- 
tin, came perilously close to 
tumbling out at the first hurdle 
yesterday, scraping through 
against the Gist ranted Brazil- 


ian Ffemando Meligeni, 3-6, 4-6 
6-3, 6-4, 6-1. The American early 
on showed little of the devas- 
tating form which won him the 
Sydney International last week- 
end and him to No 13 in the 

worid 

He knocked volleys into the 
net and sent grounds trokes 
sailing out of court, while the 
Brazilian bit the lines with pin- 
point accuracy, forcing Martin 
to stay on the baseline through- 
out the first two sets. 

“It was tougher than I was 
hoping foe but not necessarily 
tougher than I was expecting," 
Martin said 


THE WOMENS Tennis Associa- 
tion does not keep records for 
double faults, but Anna Kour- 
nikova must be pretty dose to 
setting one. The 18-year^old 
Russian, who normally makes 
the news because of her good 
looks and powerful all-court 
game, hit 31 double faults in her 
1-6, 6-4, 10-8 victory over Mlho 
Saeki of Japan yesterday. 

Added to the 26 she served 
in her first-round match against 
the American Jill Craybas, it 
makes a staggering 57 for the 
Australian Open in Melbourne, 
m addition to the 34 she served 
in two matches in Sydney last 
week -91 for the year so for in 
just four matches. 

It was one of most feeble 
and unintentionally comical 
matches of all time, and the 
packed crowd groaned and 
hooted, laughed and whistled 
through every excruciating 
moment That Kouniikova won 
Illustrated the way both playera 
performed. Between themtbU 

After dropping the first set 
against the aoth-ranked Japan- 
ese. Kourmkova rallied totate 
the second and open up a s-Q 

^“^“^ShetSnhtd 

Jro match points but blew them 

both -on double faults 

n started in 

Octifoer at successive tourna. 

mentemFIlderstadtandzS 
when she started averaSS 

double faults per nwteh/r^ 


meinoume she seems refer d 
about her serving displays/^ 

“It has been happening for a 

■wiffle, so I am kind of used to it,” 

she said with a smile. “Tm 

really frustrated with it, just like 

everybody who is watchim* Tn 


^e, i serve noc- 

maL and there’s no sign of dou- 
ble faults - if s just- when I 
rame to the line, when I play, 
there s something happening, 
so Fm just going to haw tn oaf 


agni mrougn. 
While Kouniikova scraped 
^reugh, the No 4 seed, Arantxa 

crashed out 
^6-2 to Barbara Schett, the 
Prospect who came 

J?™ points of beating 
Martina H5nei« 


and suflsesterf JZZTL,. 7! 


the arterwards that 

hSiSK!!* 1 * getting left 
by today's generation of 
JJ!? Payers. *T don’t think 
5? raar * y new Pfeyers 

^aJSrw^ e,: " sheMi4 
Steffi Graf also lost the oDen- 

mg set before coming through 
^BaxtaraSS® 
comfortaffife 
agm for: Monica SelesaSfthe 
champion, Martina 

pionshin tn an . “mm 
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England to 

carry on in 
sober fashion 



?: Lv. 



, \, L THIS IS some one-day series. It 
began with a cont ro ve rsy which 
refuses to go away about a 
bowler having a crooked arm. 
- Nuw^tttere is a scandal which 
will jgrobably have similar 
/Tmfleag&>bout a batsman being 
:* leales*:?. 

involves the Sri 
sbowiei; Muttiafa Mura- 
cccdinpes to be the 
Spf blatant innuendo 
aboijpfcfe bowling action. It is 
still jj&pg widety suggested 
that be called for throw- 

ing bjfpiie or other of the um- 
piresmbis side’s match against 
- Engfepdin Adelaide tomorrow. 

Bui at least some of the 
; heat has been taken out of the 
MuraH debate by the dropping 
from the Australian team of the 
batsman, Ricky Posting, after 
he was struck in the eye while 
on an early-morning drinking 
session. Ponting, who is 
> sporting a bonny shiner after 
’** the incident in a Sydney bar; 
made every Australian front 
page after the incident became 
public and is waiting to hear if 
he is to receive further pun- 
ishment from the Australian 
Cricket Board. 

He has admitted that he has 
. a tenderwy to drink too mudj oc- 
casionally and fiaice arguments 
' are now being mounted about 
[whether players should be 
banned from imbibing alcohol 
: before and after games. This 
• might be a tad embarrassing 
. sincethe tournament sponsors, 
ton & United, are brewers, 
is m&known if Footing had 
been «|diplmg their wares on 
the njjsftm question. 

_ dean England, and 
everywhere you go this squad's 
politeness and good manners 
are mentioned, meanwhile, 
keep on w inning matches. If 
they defeat Sri Lanka tomorrow 
thej£8§^jflve won five from six. 
The only way they could then 
fed to qualify for the finals is. if 


By Stephen brenkley 
in Adelaide 

(possible but not likely) and lose 
out on net run-rate. 

Their captain, Alec Stewart, 
is the archetypal pro and was 
taking nothing for granted 
while counting no chickens . “I 
would say we have broken the 
back of it, playing our first five 
games in 10 days. We have now 
got down to two or three days 
between each game.” 

England have arrived at a 
strategy which gives them their 
best chance of winning 
matches in Australia. It seems 
to have been achieved partly by 
design, partly by accident - 
Graeme Hick, asked to bat at 
No 3 while the selectors were 
just about to request him to do 
it - and mainly embraces the 
revolutionary concept in one- 
day games of playing orthodox 
cricket 

True, the openers will try to 
take advantage of the fielding 
restrictions which apply in the 
first 15 overs, but they are 
conscious, too, of the impor- 
tance of not losing wickets 
then, a trait which has had a 
debihtatmgeffectonSriLanka. 
England are attempting to 
stack up singles and twos in toe 
middle part of the inning s and 
then have enough wickets left 
for a big bash at the end. 

It will not work perfectly 
every time but it is a sensible 
policy. They may decide that 
something different should 
apply on the spring pitches of 
England in the World Cup but 
the present balance between 
bat and ball seems somehow 
more appropriate. 

Sri Lanka’s win over Aus- 
tralia in Hobart has opened up 
the group slightly but England 
have .-stiff gone from the least 
fancied side to favourites. 


they Ttose.-the^refct 7 ‘wh^Tw j i%^Sn^ s ^%iayv:be'‘their 
Australia andSri Lanka also greatest,, enemy. Neither 
>jvin five matches Stewart not Darren Gough 


would lightly wi«g an England 
game but they have been in 
Australia since October and 
whatever the sparkling images 
of fitness and enthusiasm they 
both convey they must be feel- 
ing tired. Resting Gough at 
least for a match or two before 
toe finals must be an option. 

First, they have to qualify. In 
addition to which the tour 
manageq David G raven ey, 
offered wise words of caution. 
“These are all one-day in- 
ternationals after all and there 
is a case fix* always picking 
what you think is the best side 
for every match. And there is 
toe importance of not letting a 
winning sequence slip.” 

England have fallen into the 
habit of not naming their side 
until shortly before the match 
in this tournament, making 
much of the point that they are 
picking from 16. But the likeli- 
hood for the first match here is 
that Nefl Fhirbrother will return 
if his tight hamstring has 
mended and that Dean Headley 
could return. 

John Crawley, who batted 
neatfy to help win the last 
match against Sri I-anka, and 
Vince Wells, who, sadly, barely 
managed to get into the game, 
will probably stand down. Sri 
Lanka will have received an 
immense, not to say much- 
needed boost to their con- 
fidence after their three-wicket 
victory over Austr alia. 

They should be more like 
their old selves despite toe 
pressure on Murali and the 
probable continued absence of 
Aravinda de Silva. These are 
contentious times and it is at 
least welcome that the tri- 
angular tou rnament involves 
three teams again. 

■ England A's scheduled four- 
day match against Mashona- 
land was abandoned without 
play yesterday because of the 
water-logged state of the Old 
Hararians ground. Two re- 
placement one-day matches 
have been planned. 



Sanath Jayasuriya celebrates dismissing Australia's Mark Waugh during Sri Lanka’s first triangular win in Hobart yesterday Reuters 

Australia beaten as Sri Lanka end run 


SRI LANKA, the World Cup 
champions, yesterday broke a 
run of eight successive one-day 
defeats when they beat Aus- 
tralia by three wickets in Ho- 
bart for their first win of the 
Carlton & United Series. 

Marvan Atapattu struck 82 
and Arjuna Ranahinga, the cap- 
tain, shrugged off injury to hit 
an unbeaten 45 as Sri Lanka 
readied their target of 211 with 
three deliveries of their 50 overs 
to spare. A late slump in which 
five wickets tumbled for 35 
threatened Sri Lanka's victory 
ambitions, but they were not to 
be denied after Australia made 
210 for'9 in their 50 overs. 


Australia 210-9 

Sri Lanka 211-7 

Sri Lonkg win by three wkts 

Rana t unga, limping notice- 
ably after straining a calf mus- 
cle while fielding on a soft 
BeHerive Oval, needed a runner 
but his 61-ball inning s ensured 
his side’s success after they 
slipped from 163 for3 to 198 for 
7. The leg-spinner Shane Warne, 
who finished with S for 45 off his 
10 overs, and the pace bowler 
Glenn McGrath, with 1 for 33 off 
his 10, did the damage. 

Sri Lanka had been put on 
course for victory by a 116-run 
secondwicket partnership off 


71 balls between Atapattu and 
the opener Romesh Kaluwitb- 
arana, who struck 54. Atapattu’s 
82 came off 121 balls in 168 min- 
utes and included six fours. 

Englan d lead toe tri-nation 
series on eight points, with 
Australia on four and Sri Lanka, 
who have a match in hand, on 
two. The top two qualify for the 
best-of-toree finals. 

Australia went into the 
match without Ricky Footing, 
who was dropped after befog in- 
volved in a fight outside a Syd- 
ney nightclub. Adding to their 
problems were injuries to Steve 
Waugh and Michael Sevan. 

Whugh was unable to field 


after suffering a recurrence of 
the hamstr ing injury that kept 
him out of the early matches of 
the series. He fetta sharp twinge 
as he was running between 

wickets during his innings of 20. 

Team officials said it was in 
the same area of his left leg as 
his old injury and be was almost 
certain to miss Australia's next 
two matches of the series, 
against Sri Lanka on Sunday 
and En gland on Tuesday. 

Bevan suffered a min or 
strain to his right groin, saying 
he felt it while batting and then 
aggravated it in the field. He 
was replaced by the Thsmanian 
bowler Damien Wright 


Ranatunga was thrilled with- 
the win. “1 thought we batted re- 
ally well then panicked a little 
in the middle. I was a bit wor- 
ried towards the end.” he said 
Earlier Marie Waugh and 
Darren Lehmann posted half- 
centuries in Australia’s modest 
total Waugh top-scored with 85 
and Lehmann made 51 in the 
most significant partnership of 
the innings - 93 for the third 
wicket Both survived chances 
as the Sri Lankans missed nu- 
merous catches, but once they 
were parted Australia's bat- 
ting struggled 

Scoreboard. Table, 
Digest page 27 


Hindu nationalists lift tour threat 


y 


■ WASD^K«AICRAM, the Pakistan 
capteajy yesterday expressed 
relief that right-wing Hindu 
. .^tionahsts had lifted a threat 
•"to disrupt his country’s tour of 
India. “The players were real- 
ly worried but I am sure that 
this news is going to make 
than very easy and comfort- 
able. It is definitely going to take 
quite a lot of pressure off their 
heads,” he said 
Wasim was speaking after 
India announced that the 
Hindu Shiv Sena party had 
withdrawn a threat to disrupt 
the tour by Pakistan. The threat 
had caused serious concerns on 


BY BRIAN MCKENNA 
in New Delhi 

both sides of the border. "It’s 
great for us to be in India,” 
Shahrayar Khan, the team 
manager; told a press confer- 
ence soon after Pakistan ar- 
rived in New Delhi amid tight 
security. “Never in the history 
of cricket has a team arrived in 
such a daunting atmosphere. I 
hope they get the welcome 
they deserve across India,” 
Shahrayar said 

Pakistan travel to Gwalior 
today for the three-day tour 
opener against India A, start- 


ing tomorrow. The first Test 
starts in Madras on 28 January 
and the second will be played 
at New Delhi from 4 February. 

India, meanwhile, have un- 
veiled a new-look squad to £ ace 
Pakistan in the first Test. The 
opening bat Navjot Sidbu and 
the vice-captain Ajay Jadeja 
have been dropped from toe 
team that lost toe recent Test 
series in New Zealand as two 
new caps join toe I4man squad 

The all-rounder Laxmi 
Ratan ShuMa and the opening 
batsman Sadagp ppan Ramash 
are the fresh faces contesting 
a place in Mohammad Az- 


harud din’s team to kick off the 
first Test series against a Pak- 
istan ride in India for 12 years. 

“We. thought youngsters 
should get a chance,” Ajit Wad- 
ekaz; the selection committee 
chairman, said. “We found 
Jadeja wanting against swing 
bowling and youngsters have 
shown good performances in 
domestic cricket” 

The fast bowler Ajit Agaitau; 
nursing an iqjuiy, has also been 
left out for the first Test 

WDM SQUAD (First Ttatt v Pakistan): 

M Azharuddin (cape), S R Ifendulkac 5 C 
Gangut* R 5 DravW . V V S laxman . ) Sri. 
nath, N R Mongia (wfctl. H Sten. S B Jojhi, 
S Ramesh. H H Kantdiar. C R ShukJa. 
Venkaresh Prasad. A Kumble. 


ovas 

farce 


Rodman calls off 
his retirement 


DENNIS RODMAN has changed 
^ js mind and decided not to re- 
•ate after afl.- The NBA’s most 
colourfhl player posted a mes- 
sage cm his Internet riteyes- 
terday announcing his decision 
and his agent, Dwight Manley, 
confirmed that the player 
wants to return to professional 
basketball 

“I've been reviewing my 
options*” Rodman wrote, “and 
those options still include play- 
ing in 7 the NBA this season 
with a contender Chicago, New 
%rk and LA are all cities Fd Eke 
to play in. Playing overseas 
could be pretty cool too.” 

Rodman had announced bis 
■ retirement on Tuesday as 

rumours spread that he was 
about to be traded to the New 
Vbrk Knicks. Manley, who had 
said he would no longer repre- 
sent Rodman, said be had spo- 
ken with the player yesterday. 
“It’s true,” Manley said of Rod- 
man’s rfaangp. of heart 

If the Bulls were to resusd- 
' tale a sign-and-trade deal for 

Rodman, they had to do so by 


BASKETBALL 


yesterday's deadline Chicago 
were expected to renounce 
their rights to Michael Jordan 
and complete sign-and-trade 
deals for Scottie Pippen (to 
Houston), Luc Langley (to 
Phoenix) and Steve Kerr (to 
San Antonio). Chicago may be 
ready to make a deal with the 
Knicks, trading Rodman for 
Buck Williams 

“I've had some long discus- 
sions with toe people I love, toe 
ones whose opinions matter 
most to me. and Tve decided not 
to retire after afl,” Rodman an- 
nounced on hs website. “I know 
yesterday I said I was history 
and, with the NBA lock-out and 
everything going on, I really 
thought I should stop playing. 

He added: “I still have to 
come back for at least one 
more game so that 1 can get 
buck naked on toe court” 

The 37-year-old Rodman 
won titles with Chicago in 199& 
1997 and 1998. and with the De- 
troit Pistons in 1989 and 1990. 


Williams makes 
amends for Wales 


MARK WILLIAMS, beaten in 
the deriding frame when Wales 
were knocked out of the 1996 
Wbrld Cup, made amends fay 
keeping his country’s Nations 
Cup challenge alive in New- 
castle yesterday. 

WflEams, no stranger to tight 
finishes, having sunk a re- 
spotted black to edge out 
Stephen Hendry in this year's 
Benson & Hedges Masters 
final, held his nerve to put the 
seal cm a 6-5 Welsh victory over 
Northern Ireland. 

“What happened in Bangkok 
was on my mind, a nd I was 
shaking all ova;” said Williams, 
referring to his defeat to Thai- 
land’s James Wattana in an 
equally tense climax to the 
WOrid Cup quarter-final 

Northern Ireland led 2-0 but 
trailed 3-2 when they put to- 
gether a three-frame spurt 
which threatened to scupper 
any hopes of Wales appearing 
in Sunday's finaL 

Jason Prince had a 40 break 
in overcoming Williams before 
veteran Dennis Tayiorbrought 


SNOOKER 


his vast experience to bean 
The 1985 world champion, who 
celebrated his 50th birthday 
on Tuesday, ground out a 
39-minute singles triumph over 
Matthew Stevens before a 52 
break helped he and partner 
Tteny Murphy win a vital dou- 
bles contest 

That pushed Northern Ire- 
land into a 5-3 lead and onto the 
verge of chalking up their sec- 
ond success of the week, hav- 
ing beaten England 6-5 on 
Monday. But Williams then 
sneaked past Murphy with a 
last red to blue clearance which 
launched toe Welsh revival 

It continued when Stevens 
shaded Prince on the blue 
in frame 10 and was complet- 
ed when Williams retained suf- 
ficient composure to clear 
yellow to bine in toe deaden 
after potting a crucial green 
from ristance. The Whlsh quar- 
tet must now beat England to- 
morrow to guarantee an 
appearance in tile final 



TOMORROW 


’Let's imagine that when Eric Cantona called it a day after winning a 


second Double with Manchester United, he took Kyan Giggs, David 

V.X 

,r- 

Beckham, Roy Keane, Paul Scholes and Peter Schmeichel with him. Oh, and 


Alex Ferguson.* RICHARD WILLIAMS on the break-up of the Chicago Bulls 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 


dont brave 

™ E CHICKEN 

DON’T 

tr Xv,Ih t basil 

DON’T 

SUCCUMB 

TO THE 

TART 

DON’T 

GO OUT FOR DINNER 

UNTIL YOU'VE SEEN 

THE INDEPENDENT 


DINE OUT WITH A FRIEND AND PAY 
JUST 45 P FOR THEIR MEAL 

SEE SATURDAY’S INDEPENDENT FOR DETAILS 

DON’T MISS IT 
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Nicholls’ Call 


the sound 


alternative 


WHATEVER THE result Of this 
afternoon's re-arranged Victor 
Chandler Chase at Ascot, it 
mightnot be wise to suggest to 
James Adam that it is better 
late than never. Adam, who 
both owns and trains a small 
string of jumpers in Berwick- 
shire, was ready to make the 
long journey south last week- 
end not merely with his chas- 
er Monnaie Fbrte, but also a 
20-1 ante-post voucher about 
him winning Given that the 
best price available last Friday 
was 4-1, it could have been a 
very valuable piece of paper. 

Yet while the race was sim- 
ply postponed until today, 
Adam's bet has been cancelled, 
period. The bookmakers' rules 
dictate that if there is the pos- 
sibility of fresh entries after the 
overnight declarations have 
been made, all bets are void and 
a new market formed. And of 
course, Adam is not the only 
punter who is left to wonder 
why the rules always seem to 
work in the bookies' favour. 
The odds compilers rarely get 
it wrong the first time, but with 
two attempts, their task could 
hardly be simpler. 

The price against each of 
today’s eight runners is thus as 
close as you will get to an ac- 
curate measure of its chance, 
less 15 per cent or so for the 
bookmaker. The search for 
value, then, is unlikely to be fruit- 
ful. and punters may feel drawn 
evermore strongly towards the 
favourite. Get Real, particular- 


BY GREG WOOD 


ly as the defection of Or Royal 
since last Saturday will allow 
him to race off his true hantfi- 
cap mark, or at any rate, as near 
to it as Mick Fitzgerald’s need 
far basic nutrition will allow. 

Tifet it is an urge which is still 
worth resisting just as it was sis 
days ago. Although Get Real was 
an impressive winner over 
course and distance last time 
out, he previously ran a strange 

race at Warwick, when he 
seemed dose to collapse after 
passing the post having looked 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Native Fling 
(Ascot 1.30) 

NB: Crazy Horse 
(Kelso 1.50) 


a sure winner two out Consid- 
er also, that he may be taken on 
for the lead by Monnaie Forte, 
and his price looks very thin. 

The same is true of most of 
his rivals, th o u g h, and perhaps 
the only quote which could 
seem unusually generous when 
the bell sounds on the home 
turn this afternoon is the 14-1 
chalked up against Call Equi- 
name. Paul Nicholls’s chaser is 
making his seasonal debut but 
he has won first time up for the 
last two seasons, and that is 
generally about ail he has done, 
since iqjrny has tended to in- 
tervene shortly afterwards. As 
a result though. Call Equi- 


name <3 JO) is relatively unex- 
posed for a nine-year-old, and 

assuming all right entries go tn 
post would be a fair each-way 
bet at double-figure odds. 

The list of possible winners 
is rather shorter in the tog 
novice chase, with just three 

going to post The people's pick 
here will probabjy be Nipper 
Reed, whose fcrainet Rod Simp- 
son, has overcome all manner 

of mishaps in a lively career and 
is enjoying one of his periodic 
upturns in fortune. 

Simpson is a very capable 
trainer when the fates allow 
and bis runner deserves to 
start favourite today. A fair al- 
ternative, though, is FLAG- 
SHIP UBERALLES (nap 

2.40) , who did not get home be- 
hind Potentate last time tut had 
previously made an impres- 
sive fencing debut at Exeter 
He, too, is trained by Nicholls, 
who has not saddled many run- 
ners recently, but has main- 
tained his excellent strike-rate 
none the less. 

Belmore Rock (next best 

3.40) , an interesting 14-i 
chance, wiU be fitter today than 
when a good third on his sea- 
sonal debut, while away from 
the cameras, the most signifi- 
cant action is at Kelso, where 
the Morebattle Hurdle will see 
the return to action of Deep 
Water Micky Hammond's run- 
ner won the big juvenile hurdle 
at Aintree in April and is yet an- 
other potential live outsider 
for the Champion Hurdle. 



The opening novices’ hurdle on a sunny day at Taunton yesterday had an appropriate winner in Perfect Venue Julian Herbert/AHsport 

ft 


Confidence is restored in Istabraq 


THE IRISH bookmaker Paddy 
Power; satisfied by Aidan 
O’Brien’s assurances that all is 
well with Istabraq, yesterday 
reopened their betting on Sun- 
day’s Champion Hurdle at 
Leopordstown. The Dublin firm 
had suspended betting as sup- 
port for the Ferdy Murphy- 
trained French Hdjy coincided 
with reports from other layers 
that Istabraq would not run. 


On Wednesday evening 
O'Brien issued a categorical de- 
nial of the scare story, report- 
ing Istabraq to be “fine” and 
insisting that there is “no 
change" in connections’ run- 
ning plans for Sunday. 

Power’s Stewart Kenny said: 
“It was one of those situations 
where rumours swept across 
the Irish betting industry that 
Istabraq was not going to run." 


The rumour mill is also 
working strongly in Britain with, 
William HID giving credence to 
the notion that Bionic has suf- 
fered a recurrence of a foot 
problem by demoting her from 
the head of their betting for the 
1,000 Guineas. Prince Khalid 
Abdullah's racing manager. 
Grant Pritchard- Gordon, yes- 
terday refused to deny reports 
that all is not well with the fifty. 


WiHiamHffl reacted by dip- 
ping the Lowther Stakes win- 
ner Bint Allay! to 4-1 market 
leader and pushed Bionic out a 
point to &-1. 

The firm’s David Hood ex- 
plained: “Wfe have made our 
doanges because we have seen 
little nibbles of money for Bint 
Alfeyl over the last few weeks, 
and, although it appeared in- 
significant, Bionic has a histo- 


ry of mggfing proMemsand any- 
thing that may occur at this 
time of year is not ideal for her 
Guineas preparation.'' 

1,000 GUINEAS: WHtem HBfc 4-1 BW AF 
tayl 6-1 Bionic, 10-1 Maim. ® 1 Bfeaaz. 

16-1 Crystal Charm. 20-1 otfwra 
AJG EUROPE CHAMPION HURDLE: Pad- 
dvPmnr.8-lSlstHbiBq.2-1 French Ho*y, 
i2-i TheatrevrorW, Zatarabflrt, 50-1 Black - 
Queen 66-1 Shantartri “With a wn*: No- 
made 8-1, Commanche Cowl XM. Item - 
Cashman: 4-7 2-1 Ranch Hofly. 

16-1 Zatemhurf 22-1 Theatrewortd, 00-1 
Stack Queen. -With a run’: 12-1 Namedc, 

14-1 Correnanctoe Caret 66-1 Stanttrirs. £ ^ 


Celibate: Amateur rider Noel 
Fehiiy is good value for his 71b 
daim but Celibate is not ex- 
actly a potent threat He was 
trounced 11 lengths by Get 
Real over course and distance 
last time and has plenty to find 
with only a 31b pulL 
Hill Society: The ground is a 
worry for this Irish raider who 
has delighted his trainer. Noel 
Meade, and is a classy per- 
formeronhisday. 

Call Equiname: Ibugb task on 
his first outing for over a year. 


The former leadin g jump jockey 


Steve Smith Eccles analyses today’s 


Victor Chandler Handicap Chase 



Get Real: Impressed punters 
with a superb fencing exhibi- 
tion over course and distance 
last time. His stable is in 
cracking form. 


Flying Instructor Always 
runs a genuine race but is a lit- 
tle one-paced. He would al- 
most certainly be better suited 
by an extra half-mile. 
Cambrian Challenge: Won 
the Castleford Chase at Weth- 
erby last time out and report- 
ed to be in good form at home. 


Monnaie Forte: Subject of an 
ante-post nibble but does not 
have the benefit of a previous 
run this season. Neverthe- 
less, he has a decent chance. 
Manhattan Castle: This Irish 
challenger has been a fair 
horse in his time but is up 
against it now. 


Conclusion: GET REAL has 
an outstanding chan ce. Mick 
Fitzgerald has been fasting to 
avoid putting up too much 
overweight and should be re- 
warded with another big-race 
scalp. Celibate is sure to be 
thereabouts, while Cumbrian 
Challenge can run a big race. 


ASCOT 

2.40: Front-running Nipper 
Reed will set a stiff stan- 
dard, but the class act 
FLAGSHIP UBERALLES 
is back at his best trip.- 
□□□ 

3.10: The impressive course- 
and-distance winner Get 
Real, the form choice, is 
unproven on soft ground and 
better value lies with FLY- 
ING INSTRUCTOR who 
demonstrated his effective- 
ness on heavy going when 


HYPERION'S 


TV TIPS 


touched off at Aintree in 
April. 

□□□ 

3.40: Richard Forristal is 
good value for his 5lb daim 
and his mount THE BUT- 
TE KWICK KID. looks the 
one to beat anyway following 
his easy win at Wetherby. 
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ASCOT 


12.30 Buckiand Lad 
1.00 Prominent Profile 

1.30 Native Ring 
2.05 Bosuns Mate 


HYPERION 

2.40 Flagship Uberalles 

3.10 Flying Instructor 

3*0 THE BUTTERWICK KID (nap) 

4.10 Sail By The Stars 


Ring: Irish bumper winner and soft-tjound hrettes winner at Newton AbbaL ftas 
won nonce n cap chases with I2st at Horetart and Exeter and the one to beat 
Roveatar: Best at tha trip and beat Mouse Bed at WbrwkJ< (soft ground) prior to running 
from out of the handcap when a wel-beaten 3rd to Storm Damage at Chepstow (&n3f). 
VERDICT: NATIVE FUNG defied t 2 s! at btfh Hwefcrd and Ewte. Tbsfrig grand seems 
to sut tan and getting Kb from Dantes Caveffer is a real bona The weight may atao beta 
Tha Outback Way and Bomatar won orty a weak aftafr at Warwx* two outings ago 


VERDICT. K*ck RtzgcraJcJ a ecpacied to put lb tbovwweigfit6ulrtBranseinS»ew»^Ss 
(Olowng tha defection at tas «wekS topwwgfo Or RoyaL hs mart GET REALnS sffl tack very 
wet h an c top ped. He has B ba the (arm selection, even tough ha has tad c riy cne previous 
run an soft ground when betow farm n a novice tutie rwo years ago Without hro. the bes 
handcapped horse would be Monnaie Forte, who has bean the subpe: tS bifish report from 
his comeotana. Irish chaOenger WII Society strata make the frame 


2.05 


GOING: Chases - Soft (heavy m ptacasj; Hurries - Heavy. 

■ Right-hand course with testing uphfl finoh 

■ Course is near junction of A3?9 and A33CL Access from M3 (June 3) and M4 (June 
6) Railway station (service from London. Waterloo) adfcans corse ADMISSION: Mem- 
bers CIS 117-25 yeai-otds half-price)) Grandstand & Paddock DO. S*vor Ring £5. CAR 
PARK: NOS t, 2 & 3 E5 (advance bootong) remander tree. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 21-94 (223%). M Pipe 15-01 (105%). K Bailey 
T?-M (224%), J Gifford 13-102 (12.7%), N TWistOn-Davies 12-85 (W.1%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 28-107 (262%). J Osborne 22-07 (2S3%) R Dun- 
woody 21-121 (174%X N Williamson T7-79 (215%), A Maguire 17-65 (20%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 130-333 (388%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Monnaie Forte (310) has been sent 372 mtas. 
BLINKERS) FIRST TIME: Jat Boys (vtsored. 340) 


SILVER DOCTOR OPEN NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £7,500 added 3m Penalty Value £5,329 

It -211 BOSUNS MATE (20) (D) (Hmad farter) N TMStavOwra 6 CD JGakfctofaft 

ZBB& TAllFAHWTf (M)(C)(8R (Serene teni)G Baling BAD FKateyff) 

42-121 SALH3. fIB) (Yfetafflal Raring ifrs L Wtedsn 7 1) 7 Mr R Forrtata (5) 


o 4f|j ROSUNG KING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(B) £15,000 3m Penalty Value £9,907 


BBC2 


P-S3F3 AlSTVICE ALONE (15) (BF) (Tha Poppet Partwsrtp) D Ndobtn 600 — Altagstre 
” B5IJ0S ‘ “ ‘ ‘ ■* ' 


V/45P fflARANEARp4) (D) (Starts® TtiEadaJ Fasteners) DPfchcfcai 9 fl B — R Thornton 
ibA (ter cfremra.whie3fcfte5. rad anrtae. red and b to atr jjaf cap 

OlfOl BRAVE TORNADO (42) (Ofl (Miss B Sere) GBaUng 8 11 9 0 Fenton 

Bx. rose quartered cap 


5MB1 SAMrJOE(21)(TheSt j09ephftrtodtp)OSfraraaodBt)0 J Osborne 

kformr n weight IQtL True hancSc# weights: Jubax Afro aB4fc.S8W Joe 9Bf 16. 
BETnwaiSB Bo suns Ma t a. 11-< BabtlJoa, 3-1 SataN. 4-1 '■dan Boy. 7-1 JiBbice Alone 
■B9B: Ifecmvns 5 11 0 R Johnson 7-8 co tar (D Nctatoon) 6 ran 


WB SUN SURFER (TR)(12) (Hon Smon Sarea ry) H D aly n pt) SWyota 

tram, kite green sfeeres, sfnped cap 

510-1 THRffi FARTHINGS (Z7) (Ms JEtotlatfJOUflD 9 TJMurpby 


FORM GUIDE 

Bosuw Mata: Thia stayer and decent over tudtes taler the bursar wine. Beat Irish Barter 
9 lengths at ChsftBnham and bettered that with a 5-length success war Yeoman Salor in 
heavy gaund at Newbury. CoJd prove a dess above these rivals 


in on I DURHAM RANGER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
1 £7 000 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £4,788 


Itarfan Boy: Beat Estate Agent at the course (2m4J) In November (second wit here) Ran 

t first attempt at 3m 


t .W DENVER BAT (95) (BB te*ksr) J 12 It C LtapM 

2 2i-Ci BUCKLAW) LAD (9) (D) (Ms R M Heptun) □ Grtssel B II 0 Bftntan 

3 31P2-1 LUKEWARM (13) (D) (Ms John Lae)DGardDto9'06 GBredev 

4 0-310 ELHaANT DES COSSE5 (FR) P6) (BF) (R F&rtjws) P Hobbs 7 OS-.A Wldgsr p) 8 

5 PI-OS THE EBtS (55) (BF) fShan (-a Gort QP Saga Cod) D McCain 7 O 0 TJIkntay 

6 PP-TOZ SPYD6SSA(7)|tt5ftmdaCmnjAHe»OTiSien 100 NUHtenaon 

-Sdadarsd- 

Mrrwnum wogn: row True Aandfcap HBgttx Vm Eens 8 a 1 1B; Spy Oessa & 2Ki 

BETTING: 2-1 Buddand Lad, 94 Luka Warm. 4-1 The Eens, 9-2 Elegant Des Cosses. 10-1 Denver 

Bay, 12-1 Spy Oessa 

£96 Nocorresponcfrifl race 

FORM GUIDE 

Denver Bay: Last two wns m B97 (both a Sandown) ganed on last grouid and wei hand- 
icapped. lalsd off at Pkmpion an reappearance and the ground a worry 
Buckiand Lad: In form with sott-gumd wrts at Windsor and KsnyXon. the latter success 
ganed in the srit from Morstock. Qb higher mark hare and has won over this trp at FontweA 
Luke Wami: Fated tts stay 3m si the soft last season and ;ust lasted home at Warwick 
rarvtfl on reappearance after tearing two out (held off Putters Bar and HerhoreeL 
Elegant Dee Cosses: Winner over fences in Fiance so cot*! be weB handkapped. htas 
won iwo smal races over hurdtes uid latest deteal with tag waght can be excused 
The Eens: look advantage or tag weight ccnce s eron to beat Golden Hefci at Haydock but 
has looked stow there on two subsequent wats WB be staying on n the gound and Tknmy 
Murphy an mtaresbng bootong Stable had a wtoeryeataday 
Spy Dessa: Fated to beat Harding (Bird won at Ttanton yesterday) when getting lunps 
of wwght at Fofcastone so hard to farcy m das befrer grade 
VERDICT: BUCKLAND lad wi kwe the grouid and doeaTt tack too fngNy tried agan after 
Bie Kempiai wtt from Morstock. Luke Wtam has to be ta wtfi a shout garatg 8b even thoutft 
he was al out to beat Purlers Bar and Heritor* at Warwick. 


betow lorm n Feafingsr race a Uttcseter Cfrn41). Acts ta heavy but! 

Saleel: Has tmn week races to heavy (youid a Market Ftesen and Foftastone either sale 
erf facing a sltff task apitost Ktogsmark at Folkestone (Saint Joa rated off) 

AiMuca Mono: Raced orer C&D teien 2nd to Hotocm W and a wet-beaten 3rd to Spring- 
field Scaly at MarkM Rasen (3m) last tine whan heaviy backed. Earier tded off af Chep- 
stow wtoan Boeuns Mate was 2tod to Caing WBd 

Saint Joe: Pulled hard last season and toproved on Fdkestona rut (long way behtod Saled) 
to colar the tevowite Bora Bora (finished dstrasaed) to haovy gound at Letoester (2nvM). 
Could be irtteresttog af 6rst artenpt at 3m wnh a feather weiffit 

VERDICT: BOSUNS MATE doasrTt look that NgNy tried concedng e Stone to tfte exposed 

■fcutwt Boy. He won h heavy pound last flme and itb hart to see to Bibs of RAastora pw- 
fcrmerSded ortoeonepaced Justice Alone jyvtag him pobtama Tha ihreat is Sabn Joe. 
etoo imptMd to tun ewer Bosuns Msiefe stabiemate Bora Bora in tesdtag ground at Leicsster. 


2.40 


PML LIGHTNING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) 
£25,000 added 2m Penalty Value £15,475 


BBC2 


1 0-T81 
daritUueS, 

2 005-11 


1.00 


EBF 'NH' NOVICE HURDLE (QuaHiei) (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,680 

200-1 BICKBIDE (35) (Preen Efaabettu N Handenon 7 n 5 MAFtanld 

11-012 feiE ATTITUDE (22) (M Mortey) R RoneE h 0 -Bfaifen 

3^ NY TE® p7] (P Qjftai F Ford D awoc? L WHs 5 tl 0 W Grata (7} 

■P8322 NEWV BfD (21) pF) [J D Bmnngg} M Madgeiek 5 11 0 JGokbtetai 


114 RDunwoody 

vange &aes, datiaknenrtots. tbric blue B orange gaped cap 

RH33 (2^ (CU) (G Pp«r) R Smpscr 9 11 4 AUaguke 

bvam and (range (qianemi, emeaU green s teara 

3 3-2212 RAGSHB>UBHJAUra(S3)m(BF)(APBrady)Pf«xi»s5«e JTizrard 

oneoUgeearoyefbfaePaa abates anrfsto- on rap 

-3dednred- 

BETTWG: 54 WpperRMd, 11-8 Ragtelp Uberata 3-1 Derat Mountain 
G9B. Vtede Road 7 11 4 J F TMey 7-1 (Mss H Kn^it) S ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Desert Mountaku Odds on tor3 wins tom4 stara over frutcee. by head from Country Star 

at Warwick (an. soft) last tree Third to Meter Morose at Chehnrtoam 

Mpper Need: tmpresdva star: to chasing carear, making al tor 3-tength wins fleth 2m. vuy 

K«t) at both Utunter and Newtxry from CoBer Bay at tattBr course 

Flagship Ifeartftes: Smart )uvenie hutfar in heiand. Eas»y beat Susum Ccrde a Enter 

( 2 mtf) an chasing debut Looked notfitayoc 3t any rate finished very tied when 11 lengths 

second to Potenteteat Chepstow {&n3l soft) at ctays later 

VERDICT: Nodmg has got to NiK-Sl REED ao br in his chBsing career and Ns tatotsl sue- 

oeyatte to ea» down al t e r to fast before beatttgCoBerBaf and KtogaUdFet a Newbuy 

itaes h*n dwn #» ore to beat. The ec-ifcti 5yo Ragjiiip Uberalles a he ttieat. 


21-itn PROAW1BIT PROFILE (26) (Sat Partnerafift N ■fcsm-Oatas 6 n 0. CUeneOyn 

o 5M BROWN SEAL (23) (Ms PCabeft) tts M Janes 7 10 9 AKigufrs 

7 t-fl KELIYS CONQUEST 1 (36) (F G MnVms) J MtAnsS 09 R Thornton 

- 7 declared - 

BETTWa- TVIO Buckstoe, 9-4 Prenteem Profile, ft-1 My Tint, 10-1 Rne Antaida, 14-1 KeUyt Cuv 

quea, 20-1 Brown Seal. Nnby End 

1938. UusttD 7 If 0 R Johnson « (av (D Hdcbon] 6 ran 


3.10 


VICTOR CHANDLER HANDICAP CHASE 
(Grade 2 ) (A) £35,000 2m Pen Vbfue £20,800 


BBC2 


WC CHJ3ATE (34) (CD) (Stamfcrd Bndge PgrtoBRnpi C Man SUB. MrNFoMy (7) 

pwaitf aangB fcuvmdj. trange shaies. thritbkje cap 
B-W WLLSOCtEnf(48}(ClJ(PG»BjJNIta*(i(J7Tl8— P Cartel* 

red *rd grey oripea. gefahmea. nd cq> 


FORM GUIDE 

BiKkside: Wut with a ton In hand *i hudtas debut at Ltogfiaid {2ml at mUng prospect 
and a son of Bucfcskn sure to do even better tar ties stap ip to tr^p 
Rne Attitude: Wton maiden posit In Ireland but needs to ntprenre on latest 2nd to Jim Jam 
Joey at Foritwel to trouble die principals 

^ v SanCwn pnor to neck wri from S& Veatmerto 

•3l WWsor (son. zmj. lough mare Huafy to he suited b/ this longer trip but up a oanst it 
Newb y End L C>A o t r»3 dapfri after gulfing py pnar Less H333te at Ptomptxi (2m4t heavy) 
Prom mem Pronin: wtoar of Irwi point and bumpers s Cheltenham (beat 3» rirabJ and 
? epsI ?' l^W^yort 6 lengths n heavy ground). A useful recruit to turdtas 

^ or/r '^ *• bumpens and beaten a ( fc t ance on hunflea debut when 

5th (p Perfect Fetow at S(f&trard(2m6Q 

l ^9y5!^y^P^ a ^^ I ^ mn ^^nmwtien61htoSM^atEx- 

etsr (3m3iV EKf leak but aabte hae had wfrners recaitty 

VERDICT; FRO MINBfT P ROFILE f/nps furae; tor the 6raf trie after L— 

^ Cne ? flD ?- ^ ^ raca ^ months ago n niidi Mudrt L 

end ifoskM cano cm to catect on he lutSes debut n INs axreitoaic&ig emt 


grey 

<m/i- CAU. EQUMAME («34) (CO) (M CcCun/P BfflteC tert) P Mdnta 9 11 3— J Ttaart 
rrBM«toMftw(fonxind^RB»deei«e.tflbwcap 
525.fl RYMG INSTRUCTOR (39S) (CD) (Mrs JtAttbBdPtWba- 9 113 


nyal blue, cfrocolaB aid red hoops, wfd? fop 

5 34P4P TREASURE AGAW ^7) (Cq(JHi>yma) Ms MJmes De 7 AUagure 

(upb am veto* Oenonda, prpte sleeves end cap 

6 4-041 JUSTMP(22) (C) (B Seat DAM Evans) lisLRch*ds6 »0 JAMeCteby 

ta bte ta ernraU {yarn etosek (Mr bke stasmi rearinn cap 

7 ®DO TEAATRAL(2S)(BsnanjGowSbod3tocfcTracfrig] CEganon5K)2.Ji 

ta* aid whte dtanwfe dtabob on fllseres 

8 CM-P GOOO LORD 6URPHY (83) (BF) (The Contry 3de) P Hcbbs 7 13 2 GTbnsey 

ane rafa 1 green aid yittw \quttnxil Vac* stores 

9 D4-4J THE BUTTBIWICK KB) (25) (R Ctonbas) R Fahey 6 d 0 Jtr R Fanfstal (5) 

Igftr true, ate* tpob on ataevea 

V WP-3 BBIIOH6ROCKp2)(MsAJHutMt)MRpeBDO G Sswrpfs (3} 

MtoLjefcwcfBWDn^emeraH green cap 

11 01-1F3 JET BOYS (7^ (P) (BF) (Jet SBOcnery Co) ttsJPcnan9 DO BPomIV 

gokt bbek hoop, hoopotj ctv 
- 11 (teetered - 

Mnwi mtgtt 1QO. Trim handicap neighb: The aawtmc* iQt/oalOb, Batnore Rock 9st Btx Jet 
Soysfe f ?Bt 

BETTlNtt 3-1 The Butterak* KM. 7-2 Three FarltVngs, 5-1 Breve Tbmado, 7-1 Good lord Mur- 
^WTerenl, 10-1 taWp.14-1 Betotore Rock. 16-1 Pharaoax 20-1 others 
«9B. Tbnpetoc 7 10 0 C Ltewefyn 7-2 (N TWiauvOavles) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ptaanear 7to better off far 9 lengths with Brava Tornado from Cheltenham «i December. 
PvAed 143 vi Grade 1 here 8 days laax Chance rests on 1996/97 farm 
Brava Tornado: Has ratshad test of stamina last two starts, wtonhg handtaps (good to 
srtfl at Ascrt and OteBenhan (by t*/, lengths from Sweet GlowL Another 9b hfcfwr bans. 
Acts on heavy going Much suffer task but can improve ageta 

Sun Surfar: Off couse B months before erty start {cretftable oltort) last term Fel on reap- 
peara nca end sou idy beaten 2 weeks talar Dropped 9b 

Three FartNnga: Shapes lea a Mayor but has had only one run at Sn (second here to Feb- 
nary on good} Beat avtarm P^» Khalsma V. length, dstance dear of remahdec at Wh- 
canton (Sfrnfll heavy) on retun 5b higher here Promtang 

lYaastn Again: Missed B97. Third of 6 (TTree Farthings 6 lengths ahead In second) here 

on retun last February but wel bekwv term (mostly over fences) stoca 

•kw* Nfo: an4l wtoer a Ffampton to October end reprovad we r longertripeslr*se.wto- 

ntofl orer &n6t a Fbntwel (heavy) tasttvne. 3m here shoUta see futor prooesa 

Rreatral: Won a Leicester (2rr»4L soft> Has bg weigit swing with The Buttsrvnck KM from 

Mtaiherby rur mg C2 m7l) 19 days bter. but looked a ncvvet^re r that day 

Good Land Murphy: Looted good chasfrsg prapsa but puled up (lame Defend) on reep- 

peaance. Stl has potential 8 s a staytog hurdar and goes wel on heavy 

The Butterwfck Kkt Cb hitler (far when wirveng by « lengths, votes mere, at Wator 

by (Bn7l soft) on test try beyond an5t Open to plenty of iritorwement 

Beknore Rock: Twica »na wtoner (once cr heavy) a Fontvwl last spmg. Pronton tod 

to Just Mp there on rai/n but urpnoven at 3m and Sfa out of hsndcap 
Jet Boys Thorou^i stayec winner a Sfraford in May and Hurpngdon to October Acts on 
soft ground Needs plenty of divng and not tha relabta 
VERDICT: A good field nefaewe three one could nominate 39 horses to totem r Brave 
Tornado. THRS FARTHINGS and The ButKHVrfek Kid, and i fourth. Good Lord Mur- 
phy, who naJd hare been on many ists a the start of the season but mer with ryuy an 
hta chasing debut With The Butterwick Kid canyng 4b more than his tong handcap martt. 
the mostappeafrig farm b Three Farthings' dates of PapoKhansma a Wtocanton. 


vfrte.gva? docMB and «da ebret cap 
2«3« CU»eWANCHALLBfGE(25) (CO) (ChaatrtesJTEasfaty BC 11 (4a)__. LYYyar 

_ _ «^BfWftr<4watasi»f*3toerekra|Bffifa9cap.»Mbivsar 

03C- IIOWtfE FORTE (353) (CO) toitB BB. BPmnB 

red frown dames, red aRotakirMe cap 

SG54 MANHATTAN CASTLE H7IOH IP RbBanHALTManMfJB 7 CODwyte 

cap 


4.10 


MAR LODGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £16,000 
added 3m 110yds Penalty VBIue £10,757 


a decent 


L30l (CUSS C) £8 ' I,M *** 


F-Q22 DANTES CAVAUEH (20) (D) (Sm of W Dub) D Gandrdo B n *3 QBtadlM 

34213 THE OUTBACK WAY (88) (Ifl (**s BOangecS Bel) DWtafis 911 9 W Wanton 

5/0,1 »^^CT(iniALtaPiU*eT5a™_ _jfSS2 

-52313 FWVESTAfl (25) (D) IG 9urel) C Papham a 10 3 

-4 declared- 


<cajL unm stwtA m i aimos, mmv asp 

WMHKnm CASTLE (47) (D) (P Btepan*} A L T M 099 (Ml 

Seam, art ^een wls, te^biie tv 
B IE -21 GET REAL (34) (CD) (nneer l-fe3f-1te®iwt) N Htntoon B C 1 fs«) M A FB^erald 
"ate aitfprft (taatoa^Mnfafceres, /uopetf esp 

3 ^ G aR^ 7-2 Monri^ Fora, (i-i Hffl Society. 5-lCaaate, 7-1 CaabrianChaflettot, 
1»ltatalanCatda.Ryingin«niaoL 14-1 Cafl Eestaw* 

S96; JetfalBDn CODwya 13-2 (ALT Moore H) 9 isn 
FORM GUIDE 

Catota: 3 to pu for fl. 4engtti toss toGol Real here ( 2 m, good to scfl) five weeks agci wtoich 
noi be enoutA Stif 8 sh task Oso agate* otore to ta fiefd . 

H» SocMy: Consfetott and proven on hmry qotog CradMDIe 5V. lengths fctftti to Droct 
wute in Grade i atSatoown fast time Should be to the ahateup 

Erjuterenre Won two notoce events a arowd an«n October «96 Pronttig hand- 
cap win a Cheltenham (2m, good) to November 1997. unprowi on aoft 
Pyfrifl Instructor: Easy wtoner of very week raca at Cheltenham Looked set for beau than 
Mb 5 tefKrthfi thirr! tn n+rian niiBnni at Vlfaftw+ar shc m httkfu 


XJB-5P Q0BALUST1C(B9) (CD}(MsBJLodihsr)) DMchatai 0120 ..AUdgdre 

turn BVH) LOSStE (27) (D) (C Brasfw) C ^ertm B n 7. JOtowmeB 

3FBU4- NAHTHBi LAD pZ79) (D) P 9») Ms J F%nan XI 11 5 RDunpMdr 

I- BD TOfBUff EXPfSSS (2Q (CD) (froPtLEliro) P IfcholsB 11 _JTizzani 

II- 405 SAIL BYTHE STARS ( 2 ^ (D) (TFFMbi) HDBly B tl 1 . — SWyreie 

WJ5E QjnERISLE(13)(M5Tf»reMJQffad9tf 1 PMde 


BETTING: 74 Mata Ring, 94 Dantes Caw fee 114 The Outback Way, 5-1 Rovestar 
E90‘ Super Ccin t) n 4 N IMtemon 3-1 cn tar (R Lae] 8 ran ^ 

FORM GUIDE 


tfo 5 lengths third to Gwtrian Chatenge at VMhaby Acts on haary 
Cuaibrtan ChaUengs: Ytoartogtongita strep, won Grade 2 st Wetherby (2m, soffl by I'A 

InfVTltr frnm nkrirffTni In • »■ 4 “ 


Damea Cavalier Sbff taste recemty agarn the progesstvo Fouth to Ltoe a Nentjuw 
^t^wJbeatenflM^stan^) andagatost Naaity ^ An a Uttowtar (&n). Raxi dffSS 
mark and big weight n the ground may beat ten agaui 

The Out back Vtty Ex-Irish warfog chaser who baatFWateic at Ptunuan Pmst -wm 

era to a crerttitfe 3rt to Caperwray at Cheftenham (2m4l good tn scf^- ^ 


ienglhs from Droct Route. Out of handcap there no races off satire marii 
Mretao Forte; Does not stays teep otra^U fcieh a Uriah. Hed ncakre sanon at 1997198 
and Is ganerouaiy 3to tower Hen when thfa a the O a rte toam Foslta ShcxJdproweJ- 
taqhw uvfer todays c c ncWons. Wei backed ame-pcsi 

ManMIan CaettK Best produced ttaVfontwtoe at aratodamt on heavy to? season, 
and wl need tes&ig gniid back at an. Poor recad on his vBts to Mah 
GM Boat PtDffMgwsaooncteBason chasac frujresta ftentnaafog dhpty here (&n. good 
to soft) flwwwla ago to beet Cefcate 11 tangths. Only 3fc Hgher today aided by if* weeks 
nse to the waghta but is uproven on soft ground 


1»4t2 LANCASn*ANJETpS)p)(BR(»5AEHd»fterey)HDBlyaD1...JI 
-Tdadarad- 

BErmC! 7-2 Ota Me, 4.1 Tbniidr Express, 5-1 SMI By Tha Stas, 11-2 IakuMm M 7-1 Oo 
BMMc. ftar LohM, NaWwn Lad 
M& Cod Oarer D E 0 Thcnfon ©■« te B Atoar) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Go p-re^*— Dcc w * ™ 1 pieces of figh-efass form. Backward over hudas an reappear- 
ance and poor effort back twar fences 17 d^s taler. Has tett John OSwa 
Phrer Lotalo: Wfan sneMeid events at Haydock and UngfieW 0m. soft) &M two starts ttfe 
term Poor tad of tow to Random Harvest at Vtethertoy on latest 
IWehen Lad: Itoreiabto 9b tower than when 4 lengihs thud to Grade 2 at Haydock sec- 
ond start last term Fourffi in Scottish NettonM easiy best nn a l teraards 
Tbiduff ExpresK «4engtti winner (now 8b N^w) from betow-fcsm rtvata here to Decem- 
bec Betow torn to Welsh fitamat B days ta»'. Stays wd, acts on heavy 
SM) ByTho Stars: Back » last winning mark Also back to arg^bty boel fre> after 7th n 
tt* Hsnessy axi Bth in Watah NabonaL SomattoiBs mates mistakes 
GWar tele Wbn 2-nmer race at Wtocan an Pm1( heavy) h Decenta. MfaUd have toL 
lowed up aganst Eudpe a Sondown pmsi) but tor stow a the last 

L ai roas l i I a n Jafc Improved to v>*i of Tbwcagsr(>nH soft) wD et tetnbar by 2 tangeapb 
h^iar hart) Saven#v4ance BLtoder appeared to be tea uxk»g nwt thw 
VERDICTi It short to assess what TORDUFF EXPRESS atfitevadagaha betowfwm 
rivals over course and detonoe tost month but f» won n such rfyle the dances are he 
tes been undeie3t r nated by the hanefcappet. A modes! run si the VWsh National caid 
oasiy have been because at the break between races. G Biter Kfe b to fine form, whia 
SaB By The Store and Lan ca str ia n Jat also look serious danger* 


RES U LTS 


TAUNTON 

Going: Satl 

1 - 20 : (!toi If novice hudto) 

1. PERFECT VBJUE-SI Ftogmnld »l fav 

2 . Straw Fighter C Maude 11-2 

X Sharganzs- J O sb orne 1 <M 

Also ram 12-1 Tata Ton (4th), 16-1 Boater 
( 6 th). 16-1 Riccarton (5th). 25-1 Dasttng 
Cteet Santa Court, 66-1 Evaportee: 100-1 
Acce 3 & Festtvato Tamasha. 

11 ran. 5, */., 7. 13. 15. (Wtoner bey gefo- 
mg by Danetull out of Welsh Fantasy. 
traned by N Henderson at Lamboum tar 
The Marth Partnersrtp). Tbta: £150: EM) 
ElflQ £23Q OF: £37tt CSF: C32a NR: Han- 
buy Process, Uffrnoor Rosa 
ISO: ( 2 m if sating hurdto) 

1. DOCTOR BRAVKXJS— J Magee 11-4 

2- Blazing Castle B Powell 10-1 

3. Efrewe N WHfiamson 7-1 


LUDLOW £ 

Going: Chase Good to Soft 
(Soft r ptacasj; Hunfes Soft-' ■ 

(Good to Soft In places) 

1.1ft 1- BROUANrSTAH (S Wynne) W 2 : Tv 
2. Fearer KrtamaB Tl -8 far; 3. Rocabee 3-1 V 1 
16 ran. i a (S Brootahaw, Utftigtan). Tote: 
E630; riSO, CL2Q £15a DF; Swa CSF: 
£1X52. Ml Some Grey 
1-40: 1 . COBLE (A C Coyle) 33 - 1 ; 2 _ 
Bonny 14-1: 3. Iflgh Low 6 -l is ran. 3-1 
tav Cpfjneta CrofL l’A, l (D McCato, Chak 
mondstoy) Tbta: £27®; £4£Q gyro 
£«Ma CSF; £38404, TMcast 
E3B9621 Ml: Inchydoney Boy 
ftlft 1- MOORLAND HIGHFLYER (W 
Marston) 9-1 ; 2 . No FUdRng 7-2; X Daddy 

Dnw W .1 a mn * , «-.? — ■ ■ - ■- •- * 



Also ran: 5-4 fav The Swan (4th). 7-1 Lau- 
rerrt Lad. 25-1 On The Cards (5th). 

6 ran. 37». 12, 17, 27. (Winner bay getting 
by Photo out of Sharp SBppar, trained by 
Jamie Pottoon at Lewes tar Chris Steward) 
Tote: £360: ttaa E4ia OF: £1780. CSF. 
£2320 Wtoner bought to lor 2^00 guineas. 
2J20- (3m 3f harxficap chase) 

1 . 2 AGGY LANE S Burrough 13-2 

2. Oban J Cufloty 16-1 


; £35.78. Trieast £2840a 

2^=1- TOC iCFORCEjJ Ttaard) 48 tav; 

Tee Tbo 40-1 8 ran. 

Tricast £11356 

^-’“J-TAP ON TOOTSIE (L Harvey) * 1 ; 
^_^ 4 dy Ot Gornnerran 15-a fair; 3 . Btaz- 


fr« Storm_ 7 -i 13 ran. 15, a (T Wtii, Ctetai 

WO, £140 £Zia . 


Staton) Talei £2180; £31U nw. vvlw. . 
Pf-E3370CS F: CtaaRTorast ^7S& NFL 
wrvtebonnBL 


3. Jtsssnan. 


-E Husband 33-1 


0* McGrath) 11-2; 

2. High In The Clouets 15-8; 3. Ftedtaron 


Also ran: Evens tav Caraysvife, 13-2 
Flaked Oats (4th). 7-1 Freddto frtack. 14 - 1 
Pero y moor Prince (5lh). 14-1 WOodtands 
Beau, 16-1 Rectory Garden ( 6 th), 20-1 
Soto Gem, 50-1 MeTtas Dream. 

11 ran. Zh, 8,3, 16, Vh. (Winner bay gekf- 
Ingt^r Prince of Peace out of Metoon Lady. 
trained by P Rodford a Martock tor E T 
Wey) Teke: £880; EZ20. £360 EXL7U DF: 
£5370 CSF: £B23a Trtaast: £2825.90. TVh 
tecta: £443680 


Brer® tav. JOj tan. Zh. 15. ij ONa^ Pbo- 
i£t4aDF:£asa 


^ ■cEj? 301 ct5Q fiua 1 

COUMT CAMPIONI (Mr T Gbney) 
^Handvnren 20-1; 3. WH Soar- 

P^cepot: E 420 Q Quadpofe £ 7 S 0 

Place 6 : £8186 Place 5: E 5 M 3 . 


280: ( 2 m 3f tfflyds novice hurfie) 

1. SANTARLESSJf WHamson Evens fav 

2 . Leebom C filaude 12-1 

3. IntAon Legend 8 Cufloty 33-1 


Also ran: 2-1 Alta (5th). 6-1 Gravity Flow 
(did not Bnteh), 25-1 Portock Hi (did not 
flniah). 33-1 Sandoran (4th), KDO-i Bucks 
Reef (Bth). 

8 ran ’/,. cfat, Zb. & dal (Hftmar toy note 
mg byZaftaran out at Nimbi, craned by M 

Pitman at Upper Lamboum for D S Arnold 
aw o J Goodman). Tote: £lB 0 . Eifiu. 
EZaO £580. DF: E65Q CSF: £C5a 
380: ( 2 m 3f novice handicap chase) 

1. HCHTOWN CAVALIER JfWNtensn 4-1 

2. Go Go Henry _M A RtzgeraU 7-4 lav 

3- May Sunset B Powefl 7-1 





Mu, rate toOB0Ptaytord'(«i), fl-i Mrftee 
»teV 20-t GaSc GW. 33-1 Sgt CMdcraft 

7ran. 8, 13, 4, (Winner bey gelding by 

Thowra out at Hlghtown Fontana, trained 

by R Hodges at Somerron teNfcs r rvjK. 

son) Tbte: £450; Eisa Z220. DF: £38a 
CSF: £1085 

Heap hutfe) 

1 . LB^S WORK Ft VTtdger 1M 

2. Country Kris S Dunek 4-1 

3. GrroOy B«fl __ — __L Cummins 134 

Nwa (Wj )' 5-1 
Cento (5th). 9-1 Studto Thirty (Bth) in.i 
Grate Brfttah. Tl-T Weather Wise, w-i Saati 
fulled up). 40-1 ftere-B (puK«d up) 
lOrrei. Vh. 12 . Vh. n 17 (Wtoner bay / mm. 
togb/ Lypheno out of TmaH Orf. 
^FHotoatMtneheadfarTheRxToJ; 

CTa): t2aa EUQl £284 DF 
0770. CSF: £3693 Tricast: EOdfii 

4.20 ( 2 m If nandfaap Itordtel 

1. VENT D-AOUT ,c Maude 7 , 

2-BrtggsTlln, 


CSF: S380& Tricast 

^^wssajaisft 

wsiaflfesSSass 

SSSiSKiS 

^saassBiaaa 


3- Distant Storm. 


Abo: 11-4 fav Atlanta Mist' pSTte? 

— 

7 ran. 17.. 4. 17 . TV.. 2 . (Wtoner cheyn,^ 
T0I8: 

Jackpot- £581680 

Ouadpot Dsoro 
Ptoco 6. £ 13838 Place 5: £12*63 


^THE INDEPENDENT 
J^CJNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


* 






]S,'PVV faces for 19 
fT^t one teenage. 
^io n^revelaticm: 


uakk E\*AXS mlgbthajejptt 
■js only free Saturday of iH 


Ison queuing for a -M-fl 
Soenaariwt tararnasalatMi 

Sould have earned me ft *w 

brownie points, that’s for sun* 

sudi ihteS- S^^cecs. Areetw 
0 f rugbv and taient-spOUm 
sooreme donned his ancffal 
and beaded for a Dulwich Col 
tec? school match instead 

R f all me a sad bastard, but thal 
temoon cn tiie toudfiine goj 
me Darid PatsoiL And that. id 
ffi e tell vou. was a major result-’ 
FTawaa turned 19 
He is no: on a full-tifnft conirad 
at Vicarage Road, he can still 
co urn his Preraiership outing* 
on (he nns^eTS of cse hand und 
he biows" Lha: when Roberta 
Gnu. die Pampas Bull returns 
from Lniurj'- automati- 

cally relinquish his status as 
Same>' number one No 1. He 
is unlikely 10 spend much tone 
m ihe snacows. howevec fer.he 
is alrros: cerainly the mosl 
nice front -row prospect to 
;'n .m ri*.e souti^-eftst 
smee Jasor. Leonard outgrew 
hL< BiT.-ur.il ronrestead and 
headtc r-.r ire bright lights af 
Ihe cat. Lai a decade or more 


aso 


■fur.Tiiy enough, it wasn't 
Dsid I wen: :<> sec chai davf 
sss tuns. 'V,,?'d heard my 
good rer. of one of fais. 
srix.T.a:e4. hence my visit. 


fin: 


r cstir/: r ^:e long ?o iden- 
rei: cel and. fcap- 

pv -■■■ :.e sided a,s an 

ai*ocx!-. i- foss-cna? <m ids 

Ifr-SKrr.v-: ' 

n «T.sr -’.ho hails from 
IfcidM- '!i r ; v:ren!i>ers the tie- 
B5 i° r as iTvidlv. -Our 

jponentA-A.repreSyweakat 
.j-.fi I grabbed a 
P l€ i!l '•-■--V tries mto the 

Dersor, : 0 1 J5t fea Ve /opj^ 




Kelso 


J_20 Uppy Lo , 

jalacegste Kmc 

_i00 Mr Bus hy v 

MuJcTT: 1 

Sr*'*:-'; -• 

V. 

<£***% 

■ts***in 

iT 


• .. — 

: SJj: l 

: ^.'sLE 5 

^Otia^A ■ 

semi,' 

* i Vre, "p. 
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Flatman 

flat out 
in the 
fast lane 


■X. New fac es for 1999: Saracens’ 6ft, 

— 1 

17 stone teenager is proving a rugby 
union revelation. By Chris Hewett 


-TS 4 ‘ 


nfi 

1* V l- 


V * . 
if- 


1 OVo 

* O i £1 






MARK EVANS might have spent 
his only free Saturday of last 
season queuing for a tub of 
supermarket taramasalaia or 
playing frisbee wife fee kids. “It 
would have earned me a few 
brownie points, feat's for sure,’' 
he admits. But Evans did no 
such thing. Saracens’ director 
of rugby and talent-spotter 
supreme donned his anorak 
and headed for a Dulwich Col- 
lege school match instead. 

. VCall me a sad bastard, but feat 
^ afternoon on the touchline got 
me David Flatman. And that. , let 
me teD you, was a result n 

Flatman turned 19 yesterday 
He is not on a full-time contract 
at Vicarage Road, he can still 
count his Premiership outings 
on fee fingers of one hand and 
he knows that when Roberto 
Grau, fee Pampas Bull returns 
from injury, he will automati- 
cally relinquish his status as 
Sanies' number one No 1. He 
is unlikely to spend much time 
in the shadows, however; for he 
is almost certainly the most 
^citing front-row prospect to 
Sfferge from the south-east 
since Jason Leonard outgrew 
his Barking homestead and 
headed for the bright lights of 
the capital a decade or more 
ago. 

“BUnnity enough, it wasn't 
David I went to see that day,” 
says Evans. “We'd heard very 
good reports of one of his 
schoolmates, hence my visit 
But it didn’t take long to iden- 
tify the real class act and, hap- 
pily for us, he signed as an 
associate professional on his 
18th birthday.” 

Flatman, who hails from 
Maidstone, remembers the oc- 
casion every bit as vividly. “Our 
opponents were pretty weak at 
fee set-piece and I grabbed a 
couple of lucky tries into fee 
bargain, so I must have looked 


quite good." he laughs. “When 
the offer came to join Saracens. 
X snatched their hands off. Tm 
not on big money or any thing 
like that, but just at the 
moment, I couldn’t care less. Td 
happSy do this for nothing.” . 

At 6ft and 17 stones, Flahnan 
is still growing; according to 
Evans he is “as strong as an ox” 
and will be a “real handful 
when he fills right out”. 

But, on fee evidence of his 
early contests with three Eng- 
lish international tight-heads - 
Rob Hardwick of London Irish, 
Victor Ubogu of Bath and Will 
Green of Wasps - he is already 
there or thereabouts in the 
physical department “As wife 
any teenager; there are big 
areas for improvement,” points 
out Evans. “He needs to im- 
prove aerobically and work on 
his ball skills. But he's a listener 

- he's milking Bobby Grau for 
every last drop of information 

- and his attitude is exemplary. 
As for raw material its coming 
out of his ears.” 

Ebr all his tender years. Flat- 
man already bears the stamp of 
a career prop; after all, he first 
supped from the beer mug of 
front-row troglodysm at the 
age of seven. He made the 
England Schools team a year 
early in 1996 and anchored 
them not only to an interna- 
tional Grand Slam, but to a fine 
victory over Australia in Aus- 
tralia. A Triple Crown followed 
last season, plus an En gland 
Colts cap against Argentina 

Then, last month, came fee 
sweetest moment yet; a tri- 
umphant Under-2l appearance 
against South Africa at Twiekr 
p.nham “Quite something, that 
one," he says. “We had a side 
full of good players and every- 
one performed. A convincing 
win against any Springbok 
team is worth celebrating. 



“Fortunately, there are 
enough good people at Sara- 
cens, people who have been 
there and done it at the high- 
est level to ensure that I keep 
my feet firmly on the ground 
and stay on the straight and 
narrow. Every Premiership 
game I’ve played has been a big 
learning experience, especially 
the one at Wasps earlier this 
month. While I have no doubt 
whatsoever feat our own Paul 
Wallace is fee best tight-head 


in the league, I think Will Green 
is the best Englishman in his 
position. He made me work 
realty hard that night; he mixed 
things up, tried a few tricks and 
made sure that no two scrums 
were fee same. When I came 
off, 1 knew Td been in a match. 
Experience like that is incred- 
ibly valuable.” 

It is ironic that Evans, a for- 
mer deputy headmaster; should 
have been instrumental in 
steering Flatman away from 


academia, in fee august shape 
of Durham University and into 
the burgeoning academy 
known as Saracens. Still there 
is enough of the teacher left in 
Evans to ensure that the 
youngster makes fee best of 
himself. “We like to look after 
our prospects here and part of 
feat process is keeping them on 
fee level" he explains. *Tve 
seen too manyj’oung forwards, 
especially props, pay a heavy 
price for allowing themselves to 


Kelso 


HYPERION 

1.20 LJppy Louise 1.50 Crazy Horse 2J25 
Palacegate King 2.55 Ivy House 3J30 Sotsgirth 
4.00 Mr Busby 

GOING: Heavy. 

■ Undulating coma ftjvto of two firtras. 

■ Course sNol town oH B6461 ADMISSION: CU> £12 Tat- 
tereaOs £7 (OAPs & Students M. Accompanied under- We frea 
CAB PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADR4G TRAINERS: Mrs V Rewriey 36-128 036%). H Ham- 
mond 22-108 (204%). Q H Moore 13-56 (230%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Musn 39-138 003%) A Dobbin 25-181 
060%). B Storey «-ies 009%). R GortBy U-64 (2)3%). 

■ FAVOURrTES: 164-382 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Double Buck (120) 

pponl TATTERSALLS NOVICE CHASE (Quaffier) 

I p) £5,250 aided mares 2m 6 f 110yds 

1 2P-4PQ CHERRY DE£ (16) P BeaiflQtt BA fl RSopqto 

2 5460PD DOUBLE BOCK (IflWKsmp 7 DU — C HcComw* (3) 6 

3 350-5P INNOVATE (53) Ifes L Reset 7 D t) .SDundt 

4 BP-433 UNW00D (MJNFfttertS 8 OV -ADobfata 

5 Ml -43 UPPfUQUSE(43)(C)M(sMRMley7DV ■?*« 

6 0413-0 SHONARAS WAY pO) P Montoth 8 fl U STtiyk* 

7 /too- STORM CALL (273) DVW*ana 8 tltl B Hwang 

-7dectarad- 

r *smNGc « Uppy Latin. 11-4 Urnrood, 10-1 Storm Crf, 16-1 Cheny 
% Shorara'swty 20-1 InflOMto, 33-1 Donfato BUct 
: , FORM VERDICT 

■ tippy Louise appreciate toe step up to top towns feund 

2m tirttM short on her chase debut last month Howwec UN- 
WOOD too always betted the type to do a lot better when 
sent ctestog. Provided she Jumps Linwuod coild lrn*ow 
a kit on whet she has shown owar hurdtea. 


7 efti WEATHERBYS DATA SERVICES 
1 _ I NOVICE HURDLE (D) £4,000 2m 110yds 

1 tr-221 CRAZY HOfISE (27) (D)L Lingo 6 Ht) R&ppte 

2 33F1 FW68tSWE0«)WJJQ*taA6T1« RMBGmh 

3 2S-PP BUMHALll)0R(8)M1xfiutfBr61t 5 BHwdtag 

4 00 EVHWAUL(«1)LLmgo6tl5 WDowfag (5) 

5 03004) 8ANFRMfCBC0f15)AWWni5Tt5 S'feytar 

6 FBFPnSCnWnt5IICP2}PBawixirtBlI5 TRnd 

7 33/6-3 LMDAJAfE(53)DWT*ns7T10 1 JKfina (7) 

0 0/060 SWFTUrSUWaiE(M)TCvWwt8110 UtrTlMdMnp) 

9 0 UAElUANSiaRM5£fl5)VTYoTp£n4'07.JfrUTht*Tpwn 

-Sdadamd- 

BETTINft 46 Crazy Hone, 62 FWstarrs, 5-1 UmtajBK. 25-1 Busbtal 
l*x,3J-tottm 

FORM VERDICT 

It Ondd not be necessary to took beyond the fist be in the 
battinftUnderlottoonattiQrt s are Bdy to ait prongin g CRAZY 
HORSE • the only horse to master smart M^or Sponsor trtis 
season - better than Fbibterre. who has plenty to find on the 
book, toa 

o' 5 =] MACBET MOREBATTLE LIMITED H’CAP 
l±!±a HURDLE (B) £8,500 2 *n 110yds 

1 45WS JAROCW (POL) (20) D Thomson 6 Tl 7 B Storey 

2 ret- 0EB>MATBl(29^(CD)MHanrmlSH2 BKmfng 

3 43P-14 JUSTIN MAC (62) (CO) (Bf) J Rfcr&rtd BOO ADotibin 

4 -62H3 nUACEGArEKIKG(20)(Cp} (BF) AVIMbraflflO 

N Honwis (5) 

5 03322 ROBBO(27) (D) MsU RMiBy5 DO — MrAD*mpwyp)S 

6 BS2EBM CNILXBt (27) (0)M Bam« B DO .Sltiytar 

7 642323 EXALTED (39) (DJTCuMwt 6 1)0 C JfcCorrwck (3) 

B 025I2F TURKISH TOWER (20){C) RtacnSflO R McGrath 

IMntKiOa. True lfaf>we^ha:JusgtUacaa 1IS>. Palxxgm King Sti 
4b, K*bo9tt4b,CuAer9st4b. Elated 7» 3& ErtS/i »wr 7s 7*. 
0ETTM& 1£ Deep MM* 4-1 Justin Mac, M Patocega* Ktag. 10-1 fttota. 
141 Cmflw, 33-1 ottiera 


FORM VERDICT 

Mcfcy Hammond is opAnatic about Deep Water's Champi- 
on HurSe prospects The five-yeer-cfd a the orfy one radng 
oft his correct mark but. with the stable hevng been hit by a 
and eeeksig its fist winner to r more than su weeks it 
can pay to oppose him. JUSTIN MAC is the one to be on. He 
has turned ii some poor efforts - notably at Ainlree last time 
when he was wa behind Ceufcer- but has been given pfen- 
ty of time to a«r wtatever afed hen there: goes wel hBsh 

and Is suited by the gamd 

2 55 I BESOM INN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
- - 1 D) £5^0 added 3m If 

1 5F-33U ROYAL UOUNTBROWNE (20) UssM Fbeland Tt 120 

B Storey 

2 2334-1 TOUGH TEST (97) (CD) J J ONd B h 0 SDuredt 

3 ^Tfi- SUtANEBSTER (307) (CD) (BF) L Lungo 9 V 0 fl Supple 

4 2P/3F3 NY HOUSE (46) (D) J J ONe« USD RUcGntfiB 

5 -FF7M SUXARS STALKBt (15 ) Mk& waornsoi Tl 100 Glee 

6 WfJ SUNNY LBTH (27) (D) P Ifonienh 3 D 0 — C McCormac* (3) 

7 254W) O0PPSHM5T(iq(C)WKenp8t)0 — »JCmMay(5) 

8 4MM HEAVEHUf 01X291 (43) (D) J Gledscn 11 100 — KJotiwo 

-Sdaderad- 

M&mun VDight tOsi True nandtap woigte: Stitos Stalfer 9a 30. &«ny 
U«h Ssr ifit Coppertane 3st 8b Hsatenly Catxn 09 7)b 
BEntNaz.] Swvtetai;3.l Tough TW, 41 try Hcjusb, &-1 Royal Mount- 
faraaoM, S&are SaBBtr, 161 Sunny Leftfa. 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

IVY HOUSE has plenty gong tor him in an interesting HUB 
race in which several can be tartaed. Ho o we* up to vrirrag 
oft todeyfe mark and heavy (ptaxtd ought nor to be a prob- 
lem. With Swan Water possfcfy vdnerabfe on fostng grotfxl 
on tte seasonal dtfwt Saiera Stafter may be a more po- 
tent threat 


o on GLENDALE ENGINEERING HANDICAP 
l u ‘ ~ < CHASE (D) £5,250 added 2m If 

1 TCPP- JYMJ«tJW#WYpi5)(CDB^JJO»Mt)t20 RMcCtoBr 

2 02/54 OAT COUTURE PGUir^rn tt6 . ... .RSoppta 

3 -TtEF SOLStSRTH (27) (CD) J Bardsy 8 11 1 .C UcComack (3) 

4 252PXJ BLAZING DAWN (27) (D) J Huttuc* C 10 0 £ Storey 

5 353F3P EX3SE1IAN(15)(D) jBWMDrri DO DRtofcer 

6 Q3J3P4 SUIfQt PEARL (7) JBatBySBO JSDureck 

7 -ffPSP POLITICAL UAMJATE (21) R KfctLfi 6 tlO SOytof 

- 7 declared - 

MrensA waght 10Et True fender) itefohts.- Bfaang Qawn fot 6b Esse 
Man SsJ >&. S*Bf Pearl Bar 8fc. PaMcsl Maix&p Ba 3ft. 

BETTING: 54 Sotogrti, 94Jym|ara Johrory, 5-1 Oat Cottiure, 152 Bto- 
tog Dawn, 141 Exctoa tlon, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

SOLSG1RTH is the Ikeiiest winner. Proven m condrtjona he 
haa no obvious dottot about tim. urHta Oat Coutura Quitp- 
Ing prowess) and Jynffam Johnny (current weB-beng). 

\A nn( EBF * NH ’ NOVICE HURDLE (Qualifier) 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 2f £2,332 

1 0-2C4 MR BUS8V (?7) (D) Mrs U Heffltey 6 It 5. P»«0 

2 44- ISLE OF ftHUU (351) F UorfoAi 7 tt 0 . ..C McConneck (3} 

3 OPO JAVAIIAN(15)RGelcfc7TtO RStopto 

« Pi-063 SRENDID ItBDOY (24) T 'Bto S tl 0 RGmtty 

5 P3W3- STEB.«Mp77)t%sAHsmtai71iO DPwkar 

6 DOCS 7 AURA (15) Ure D Sa^r 5 V 0 UGw«{7) 

7 « OUNROSE(Sfl JSoisy5l09 ADOttin 

8 M04/F SUPRBC TARGET (57) J Chartoi 7 ID 9 B Storey 

9 6P TOOTS (48) B l/bceggan 7 U 9 Glae 

-9 doctored - 

BETTING: 54 SpfendU Matody, 11-6 Ur Busby. 141 tola Of Rhun, t41 
Supreme Target 16-1 Ttoro, 25-1 Steel nga Dun Rose. SO-T others 

FORM VERDICT 

Mr Busby has struggled under Ns penalty and may have sta- 
mna anvtenons . He e upped in defence here, and looks vul- 
neraBe to pro^esswe SPLBIti*) MELODY, who Uiouid obfga 


SOUTHWELL 

HYPERION 

12.40 Chaluz 1.10 Rajmata 1.40 Rambo 
Waltzar 2.1 5 Kass Alhawa (nb) 2.45 MaHbi 320 
Broctune Line 3.50 Unltus 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS; Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: high beet 5t low best 6f to tov 

■ Fforosand surface: toft-hand sharp, oval course 

■ Couse is 3m S£ ot town and 5m Wot Newark. RcflBSton Arc- 
tun atflotos course. ADMISSION: Ctub £6; TtatlersaBsEB (OAP 
members of cotneti Diamond Club C4, aceompantod unt^lte 
tree). CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 42-2T1 (&&%). J L Eyre 

•fl-2B8(V*2%lS Bowrtng40-3ffi (114%) RHofltoshead 37-679 (38%) 

■ LEADING XICKEYS: J Ctidnn 3S45S (BS%V J Weaver 37-2T7 
(171%), L Chamock 33-360 (ft2%L G Dutfletd 31-324 (138%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 472-137B (34L2%). 

BLINKERED FIRST THE: Ambitious (viaorod. 2A5). Hyperico 
(vewred, a20i Dry sd g4 5). 

ft O Atsl BLUE MARLIN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
' (Dhr I) £4,000 added 71 

1 40030 GOOMBISHAIIfltfKp)(CP) PfifoWoTtilO— - ORwM »5 

2 30040- COOL SECRET (101) KRjon 4 9 E • — *°**° »g 

3 EOCD- I CRIED FOR YOU (94) J Gtoto *9 11 --BCoctoane B B 

4 454-40 ELITE HOPE Q1) (D) N TW*f 7 9 S-_. : --PBaaMdtoowW 3 

5 . 56054 PLEASURETRtCK (11) (CD) E ht»a 8 9 ° ^ 
OSOCt ||UTABAM(ll)(CD)l*BSlamymn5BBlBa^^JMiio6 

. 00055 CHALUZ (IB) (CO) K Bata 5 9 ft— DBrjeanitoZ 

8 -U66-0 M0mHARDAR(t1)(Cp)RBs*«Wn982-- — -FNort*l« 

9 304-E [WQT>£C«ff(4)(CO)(BnMl^ 77 ^— 

«... — Wcaa wngnl (7) 7 

Msnns^c » mb Tm tamtap ^ ^ 

BETTWCt4Tlt«»rt.ffcBTTKCtiirf,5iabBHoiAT-1Ptofl»MTHdi. 

Sodme nh au i tat, 154 Cool Secret, 8-1 1 * _1 1 010(1 ^ *“• 

1«*1 North Ardar 

FORM VERDICT 

jafflag gaS MS 

Ths ChW have to be reapectod 


fl in ] SHARK HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 
LiliMJ added 3Y06f 

1 40420- MLErrO(9B) EAtoi 9 7 JQutonS 

2 4006- WDUWSWWGSIfTO) (CD)(BF) J&rsoca9 7 JTSts9 

3 50C33- RAJUATA (35) Sr M tascoa 9 3 —CNtotsrB 

4 603^1 KSf HAM3S (2) Mrs N Macatoey 9 3 (Bed R Pries 4 V 

5 14334 OFFI«Ep)Catrih92 ,CC«nrer(7)2 

6 005M TRWAS PET £0) (QJBekfog 91 JEAnstolB 

7 5460-1 WSFSOEFlYBI(l1)StflAltotowyB0(Sa»)_D9eeeney10 

8 000-31 CVROfMIfC) DMdvfeB t? RCocftreneS 

9 QOOO EAHUfTTE(t7) DQapren7D CCogsn (7)7 

V 00544 SHARP RHYTHM (16) M Jotasfcn 7 G PtaeayS 

- 10 dB dere d- 

BETTMG:3-1 Refowta.51 Gyro, Tttort Pet, 5-1 tocSanSwtoget 7-1 Keen 
Hands, Off tflre, 5-1 DBetto, WeetoMe flyec 10-1 odwra 

FORM VERDICT 

This return to Bf wS sUt INDIAN SWINGER whp in Otis mod- 
est hanrfeap. tool® the am lo best on tes C4D wtn in Octo- 
bet Rennets and OR Hire have been rumtog wet ei simto 
events and may be Ihe rrwn dangers. 

4“4q] HALIBUT APPRENTICE CLAIMING 
1 STAKES (CLASS F) £2,750 added 1m 

1 SSF3 RAMro«AOZaF4(CD)^OMchC(s795-J>CfekBP02 

2 004-01 FM»04A(7)(qMsLjBB4492 NNoito{7)4 

3 600-0 MOONRANNG (IT) (Cp T BteingEn 69 2— R Sto(fi*time 3 B 

4 -CE&e ASIBOIC vsm«w (CD) 14 o^nen 98 B_S Felton (3f I 

5 34060- K VALIANT p2) MnNMacalsy58 U GHera|$7 

6 50006 EASTLBOt(9){C)(D)RHofcfoe^ OBtJ.-liei1to4*Dn(7)6 

7 DOOM CAWICffiWUWfos 404 ft Snritti pj 5 

B 36000 1 SHARP HOLUr (58B) M Eradstodr 77 0 .TSreOhB 

-Sdedared- 

KTT1HG: 46R«mte 5-1 taSoJ* 7-1 Moanrafong. Awmbiwi 
verenre, 10-1 Be iMtont, 25-y canpim 30-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A st raighrt orwanj opportunity for clear Tom pack RAMBO 
WAUZER to REris it course wn nunbsr nne. Ffes odds vHB 
be prohfoitfve but he b fflrtremety urtflciit to oppose, with Has 
retatively quick reappearance Ouggtoting Itai die weRagafo 
alter Inshng fame tost tone 


9 -< el BLUE MARUN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
(DIV II) £4,000 added 7f 

1 203C PCXARIBST(6)ttsNMacatoy49Cta)-Dem)leXeewi6V 

2 0341-0 WHAN BLAZE (14) (0) D Etownh 5 9 n NPoMffll 

3 OTt-B ONAHBYW(CO)(BF)RHoinsheed59B_.RODct«W0S 

4 TaiEOFNSGHT (USA) (11) [CS3) Jl £yi6B95 .-CLm«wi3 

5 35200- TECiMQAN(97) EAtton48 12 JO*n2B 

B 5360 DEKELSMAHVncCO) JBakfog-iSB JEdtmmda4 

7 zm- KASS«LHn«(G0)(C)5q(BF)DChapnian687-AQ*Bna7 

8 00600 THEBAMBUiyB81E(U||CO)GMfaodr0t]671)_J > fieseey6 

~8dec*ared- 

BETTMQ: 1M Ctaiy, 4-1 Kms Man 92 Potar MU, 1 M hdton Blau, 
M ■fcdeitelan,7.i Tto Of tBgtit, 8-1 Defcetonwy, 16-1 TheBaroaleyBeOe 

FORM VERDICT 

R b posstoie that tbchntaten cotod be somettw^ ot a good 
thing oft his lower mark, but he dtd run to plating ctsrpa- 
ny on he tost two visits hare so there s a question mark over 
hfcn. INDIAN BLAZE has generely an wi in stronger com- 
pany and todayb tfout In a race lacking the established pace- 
makers ol the first tivtdon. giwe him the chance to repeal the 
front-running tactics that sre* him wri at Bnghfexi tel Ncwember 

lo 4=1 OYSTER MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
I - J STAKES (CLASS F) £2,800 added 7f 

T 20224 DRYAD (P9 N Leenoden 4 9 0 .T G HcLau^Ai » B 

2 020-63 HQH NAMGATOR D Flrench Dan 4 9 0 — S WS&wrthBB 

3 t&O OUDAUSJratA(10)(BF) VSoane4 90 FNertonA 

4 PRWCE0FABACO(USA)Dfichofc4 9O — ^CUhaneTI 

5 40000- ROfflLBUJE(aqi«Uster4 90 S Draw* 9 

6 40000- SAFE SHARP JO pS)Mtov£ 490 .TSprataTO 

7 CD- 5U/ERSWSI(2U)UsSLani)mBn490 .CtBeguep)12 

8 AWT10US{I7) JFWaw4S1 RCodeeneBV 

9 ooooo HOPPIT(T7)PHorfng4B9 CLoMharl 

t> OOOOO JA2ZVf1DJtak»489 OPfe»2 

H DOOM MAI TAlflSjD Barter 4 89- J Outre! 7 

B 1ARHABYf1d)flHrihshBto489 OSwesosyS 

-U d ede red - 

BET7ING: 64 IMlki, 7-2 Heh Newgate *-1 Dryad. 6-1 Oudeharieeia, 
AndritiMa, 14-1 Prtacc of Atoco, 20-1 Royal Bhm, Stoe Sharp Jo, 33-1 
dim 

FORM VERDICT 

The testing contandn hue had plenty of chances and lack 
ccnsstency and/or reeofotion. MAI TAI earns foe vote on har 
second to C-Horry on h» debut here eerfer in foe month. 


f o 0 f % LOBSTER SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,500 added 1 m 3f 

1 2tW>- SreTAJM*(4QtOOastorthP37....JHPolert(J)11B 

2 4366- ALBaiWE (USA) (J23) A J«tos 09 2 VSUtBry9 

3 OOCO BROCTUfCLME(7)(Ctq MsUFtoveley592-ACkeianBlO 

4 TO54 HARKNESSWAI«OT(4)BRDlfweia92._R»nnston(SfiB 

5 «63 HYPERICO (1GU»S When 59 2 S Whitworth 12 V 

6 OOOWJ PETER PERFBCT (14)tts SLamyman 592. .CTtaage® 7 

r OOOOO L0BUCHE(11)MO*pnan4BI3 S (Tighten (7) 3 B 

8 OUT FOR A CRUISE (JM) OCerdfcnbBh. . fl Cochrane 1 

9 60533 8UmES OWN (4) (C) J L Hana 4 8 8 Dean HcKeoan 2 

fl QtHXO CASAT1 (9) P FekjAe 488 L Newton 5 

71 404-00 CLOUDS OF GLORY (7) J Morten 4 8 8.— — OPe»4 

12 5(303- RAHLEZWOI D p AIIOUR(148) Dtorrih4B8. — CLoMhar8 

-Urisctored- 

BETTMG: 3-1 Stale fade. 5-1 Hyperico, 7-1 HeriiiMto Warrior, 8-1 Bun- 
nte Own. Paritt Hal O’Amour, 1(M Broctune line, 15-1 other* 

FORM VERDICT 

STATAJACK wifl be hard to beat if within taring defence ot 
his recent best and he hasn't been remtog too badly on foe 
whole or he tores! starts. He has also gone we* here In both 
previous ires 


. en| OCTOPUS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
>,ou l £4,000 added 1m 4f 

0 say FILIAL r£) (CO) toa A Swrtflrti 6 10 0 NOayS 

14314. ONCE HORE FOR LUCK (JZ7J(D) fee UFtewhy 800 

SCopp(5)B 

VMS-6 PKKQ& (USA) (11}{CD) E tocaa70h tOmTWderl 

A-n COPPER SHELL (I) (CD) IhsLJmel 595 (Ben. R Price 11 
T26CD- REftB WWDOW (J34) (CO) □ ltCtt/1 594. R S6Sto0to» (5) 8 

641-44 MKTTA'S5TAR(t^(CD)MBton68 0- GBwtoeelS 

04C&0 SAFECRACKS? (11) TEhereg&nE87 - OPeeraWB 

SAXB- QUEZON OTYfltS) (D) Ifes J A Cam*ho5 6 3 _JQi4nn2 


3 H62-6 PlCKSe (U5A) (it) (CD) e ncaa ■ s n lammueri 

4 A-n COPPER SHELL (7) (CD) UsLJmel 595 (Ben. R Price 11 

5 "BBUy REAR WMDOWpSA) (CD) Qtt£btfl594.RSUItafcae(5)8 

6 641-44 MKITA'S STAR (73) (CD) U Btonfi 80- GBtsdwelS 

7 04C&0 SAFECRACKS? (11) TEneregan687 - OPeeraWB 

a 5WB- QUEZDNCnY(ll5)(D) Ifes JACflm*ho5 63 -Jt>4nn2 

9 500-0 LAA JAD5H3 (4) (C) M fts^ase 4 8 2 NPo«Brd(Q4 

fl OOC6I- TWEOUT(K)(qGMltooB47lO J>Fesaey7 

11 Zh343 EVEZJO RUFO P) (CO) 14 LiwcdEf. 7 7 O J? TticTOE (7) T2 V 
H 0MQ3 UMnJS(7)MChBirBn67fl. PUQufen(7)8 

-I2dsdarad- 

Unemrn w&gte 7a idfc True hanfee p line Out r?r», £i edo 

Piio 7a SbUlOS 7S 7b 

BETTING: 3-1 On More For Ucfc. 61 Copper 5hA 7-1 Laa Jodffid, 
B-T RU&L NBdta 1 * Stw, Evtofo Mo, 16-1 Phtoa, Time OuL 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

ONCE MORE FOB LUCK has won five out of hs toal 12 starts 
on toe Flat and owr hurCtes since the and of August and a 
patsretaSy wel treated an AW Unltus is weighted to reveres 
tost week's ptodngs with Capper Shell. 


Hutton to 
plead his 
innocence 


David Flatman: The most exciting front-row prospect from the south -east since Jason Leonard Robert HaUam 


be pushed too fan too soon. We 
don't intend to make feat mis- 
take wife David, or anyone else 
for feat matter 
“He is one heD of a talent 
though. I don’t want to get too 
excited about him because, if 
you go over the top about an IS 
year old, fee consequences can 
be grim for evetyone concerned. 
But that said, it’s difficult not to 
get excited about someone of his 
age playing as he has done over 
the last four weeks.” 


RICHMOND ARE mounting a 
fierce assault on Bath's 
reputation as fee hottest legal 
act Lo the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership. A matter of weeks 
after getting Scott Quinnell 
their international No 8, off the 
disciplinary hook tty success- 
fully appealing against his 
sending-off against Wasps back 
in October; fee Londoners are 
about to fry something similar 
on behalf of another loose for- 
ward, Robbie Hutton If it works 
they will be able to claim a bet- 
ter success rate than Rumpole 
of the Bailey. 

Hutton was given the point- 
ed finger treatment at Glouces- 
ter last weekend after taking a 
last-minute walk on fee back of 
Andy HazeiL his opposite num- 
ber. It was not a decision that 
impressed fee visitors and yes- 
terday chib officials confirmed 
their intention to fight fee case.. 
“We will not be taking any in- 
ternal disciplinary measures 
against Robbie,” a Richmond 
spokesman said “Having stud- 
ied fee video evidence, we will 
attend the disciplinary hearing 
and argue that he should not 
have been dismissed." 

Quinnell who has since re- 
joined Llanelli, was initially 
banned for 14 days for late- 
tackling Lawrence Dallaglio, 
the England captain, during 
an eariy-season match at Lof- 
tus Road. The Wels hman ap- 
pealed and was exonerated in 
time to play for his country 
against Argentina in November. 
Bath still lead the way in the ac- 
quittal business, however They 
have managed to get two of 
their international forwards. 
Ben Stumham and Victor 
Ubogu. cleared by Rugby Fbot- 
ball Union tribunals this season. 

Still on the issue of guilt, fee 
RFCJ itself must wait until next 
week to learn what punishment 
the International Rugby Board 
intends to impose in the strange 
case of the broken pledge. The 
IRB decided earlier this month 
that Twickenham had reneged 
on its promise of support for fee 
board in its European Com- 
mission battle wife fee English 
Premiership clubs and de- 
manded a response. The RFU 
made their views known yes- 
terday but details of any official 
sanction will not be conveyed 
untD members of the IRB’s dis- 
ciplinary committee discuss 
the matter via an inter-conti- 
nental telephone link-up. 


By CHRIS HEWETT 

Another IRB grouping has 
decided that only one English 
referee, Ed Morrison, will take 
control of a Five Nations' cham- 
pionship match this season. 
Morrison, one of three full- 
time officials appointed by the 
RFU before Christmas, has 
been awarded the Scotian d- 
Wales match at Murrayfield a 
fortnight tomorrow, where he 
will have his fellow English 
professional Steve Lander, 
r unning fee touch. 

Fifty per cent of this season’s 
workload goes to officials from 
fee southern hemisphere - a 
dear attempt by the £R£ to har- 
mooise refereeing interpreta- 
tions in advance of this 
autumn's World Cup. The two 
Australians, Peter Marshall 
and Scott M>ung, will control fee 
Ireland-France and Wales -Ire- 
land games respectively while 
two New Zealanders. Steve 
Walsh and Cotin Hawke, will of- 
ficiate in England’s matches 
against Ireland in Dublin on 6 
March and France at Twick- 
enham a fortnight later. Eng- 
land's final tussle, with Wales at 
Wsmbley on 11 April will be 
overseen by a South African, 
Andre Watson. 

Clive Woodward, the Eng- 
land coach, will have no prob- 
lems with Hawke, a 
long-serving international ref- 
eree whose Super 12-style lib- 
eralism helped Dallaglio and 
company put a record €0 points 
on Wales in last season's tour- 
nament However, there will be 
serious concern amongst 
French officials at their lack of 
recognition this time around. 
Only DidierMene has made the 
panel and he has been re- 
stricted to two tours of duty as 
a touch judge. 

Meanwhile. Bristol's take- 
over move for London Scottish 
is likely to drag on for some 
time to come. “Because fee ball 
of string we are trying to un- 
ravel is so knotted, I think it is 
in everyone’s best interests to 
continue our talks privately,” 
said Malcolm Pearce, Bristol's 
millionaire owner; yesterday 
as he played down any prospect 
of an eariy agreement between 
the two sides. His reticence fu- 
elled suspicions feat Bristol 
will abandon the deal if next 
week’s negotiations on a new 
league structure are resolved 
to their satisfaction. 


Cities ready to 
stage slick show 


SOME OF Europe's most tal- 
ented youngsters will be among 
those competing this weekend 
for the inaugural Women's 
Wbrid Cities Championship at 
the Bells Sports Centre in 
Perth. 

The event takes the form of 
a round robin, allowing each of 
the seven participating teams 
an opportunity to measure 
their skills against fee others. 
The opening games this 
evening feature Sydney, a 
strong Australian selection, 
against Toronto of Canada 
while Perth, who will be repre- 
sented by the current Scottish 
squad, take on the Scottish 
champions Westcoast Western 
(Glasgow Western). 

Tomorrow London. Man- 
chester and Paris join in. 
Slough, fee English Club 
champions, will be representing 
London wife their array of in- 
ternationals including fee ever- 
green Lesley Hobley, who won 
the first of her four indoor caps 


By bill colwill 

way back in 1980. Mandy Nichol- 
son leads the Slough side. 

The England Under-21 
squad, preparing for fee Euro- 
pean Championship next 
month in Prague, will represent 
Manchester. The squad in- 
cludes three players - High- 
town's Kate Walsh, Clifton's 
Isabel Palmer and Helen 
Richardson from Leicester - al- 
ready capped by England at 
senior level The French Under- 
21 squad will represent Paris. 

The English domestic scene 
is restricted to tomorrow's Na- 
tional League play-offs at Cocks 
Moors Woods, Birmingham 
where the five regional winners 
- North Staffs. Harieston Mag- 
pies, Dulwich, Welton and Ex- 
eter - will be competing with 
Sheffield for fee two winners to 
go into next season's Division 
Two of fee National League. 


Diesel makes debut in 
British championship 


VOLKSWAGEN IS set to make 
British Rally Championship 
history this year by fielding a 
diesel-engined Golf in the 
series. 

Hie 190 brakehorsepower 
GolfTDI will be driven by lead- 
ing prospect Neil Simpson and 
forms part of a three-pronged 
attack on fee British Champion- 
ship. The former British 
champion Mark Higgins and 
the Austrian driver Raimund 
Baumschlager will drive con- 
ventional Golf GTIs. 

VWs diesel initiative was an- 
nounced yesterday and the Golf 
TDTs principal backers were 
revealed as Greenergy - Eu- 
rope's leading supplier of low 


emissions fuels - and Sony. 
Nick Berry. Volkswagen UK's 
marketing development man - 
ager and a director of the newly 
formed Volkswagen Motorsport 
UK team, promised the Golf 
TDI would raise some eye- 
brows this year 

“Wfe started a limited rally- 
ing programme with the Golf 
TDI in the Mintex National 
Championship last year and it 
proved a major success,” he 
said. 

“It's time now for a top-class 
diesel to show what it can do 
against the cream of the two- 
litre petrol cars.” 
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Absent Saib to feel Graham’s force 


England 
set for 


MOUSSA SAIB could be on Ms 
way out of White Hart Lztae 
after defying George Graham 
and flying to join the Algerian ; 
national squad for their fHenrify 
against Tunisia on Sunday. 

George Graham will con- 
tact foePhri than ftfignrifltirvn ftr 
guidance on dealing -with the 

midfielder's ^disappearing*^! 

The Tottenham manager ^Id; 
“He has shown a lackof respect 
to the chib and the fans and; - 
without question, hegl be 1 
seriously dLsdplmed.” / 

Saib, the Algerian captain, 
who was signed by Grahdm ; s 
predecessor Christian Gross for 


BY BILL PIERCE 


£3m from Valencia less than a 
year ago, has onty recentfy re- 
turned to training after a back 
operation in September and 
after just two games in the re- 
serves to step up his rehabili- 
tation programme he was 
refused permission to link up 
with the. Algerian squad. 

• Blit after discovering that 
S aib had disregarded tha t 
order Graham said: “I'm ex- 
-tremely disappointed with the 
boy and also die Algerian FA, 
who have not given us any 
feedback on our message to 


them that he is not medically 
right to play at that level yet 

“What our fans will want to 
knowis why isn’t Saib available 
for Tottenham and yet suddenly 

pops up to play in Algeria. He 
has played onfy a game and a 
half in the reserves after a Mg 
operation on his back in 
September 

“He has been very well 
looked after here and that’s 
what mates what he has done 
so disappointing. Pro contacting 
the FA for guidance about bow 
we deal wife this kind of situa- 
tion. We told Saib he could not 
have permission to go to 


Algeria but then he’s just 
decided to disappear” . 

- Saib, who made only made 
sporadic appearances in the 
first-team last season, will now 
face a hefty fine but could also 
be placed on the tranter list 
Graham has a formidable 
track record of dealing with 
players who do not toe the line 
and there is no doubt he feds 
this is a major betrayal by Saib. 

Graham said: “It’s fee kind 
of problem you sometimes get 
when you sign foreign players 
but Fm certainly not going to 
just accept it” 

This new problem with a 


foreign player has not stopped 
Spurs eyeing up fee French de- 
fender Alain Goma. “Fro been 
interested in Goma for some 
time but there are rtffiruHtes in 
trying to get him here*” Graham 
said. 

Paris St-Gennain are be- 
lieved to be holding out for a 
£3m-plus foe for a player who 
has already indicated feat he 
wffl be leaving them at the end 
of the season. 

John Gregory yesterday 
shrugged off Stan CoHymore’s 
complaints about not getting in 
the Aston VQla team. CoDy- 
more. 28 today, has made it 


clear he is unhappy a t no t 
being a regular in the starting 

line-up. He has been left on the 

ben ch for six of his ride’s last 
eight gamps but Gregory, fee 
Villa manager; said: “I haven't 
got time to worry about it - 
there’s too much wo rk to do. 
Aston Villa are considering 

what to do next in their dispute 

over fee valuation of highly- 
rated ripfenrier, Gareth Barry. 

Villa were handed a sus- 
pended fine of £16,000 and had 
£200,000 of fear television rev- 
enue diverted to Brighton and 
Hove Albion, following their 
refusal to pay the Third 


Division dub fee latest insteU- 

ment of fee compensation 
settlement for the 17-year-oid. 

The dub were withholding 
fee payment until they are rad 
just how fee independent tri- 
bunal came to set a compensa- 
tion figure feat could top £fcn. 

Villa’s secretary-director 
nl _ij. J. “Wo h trap. to 


Hungary 

warm-up 


by nice Harris 


UCUUC nu&io— ™ — 

fight or not What we find 

baffling is that we wrote to the 

tribunal chairman back in 
October asking for an expla- 
nation as to how they arrived at 
such a high figure -and we are 

stfll awaiting a reply.” 


ENGLAND WILL play Hungary 
on 28 April in Budapest as part 


FA Cup countdown: Stockport’s manager faces his old club tomorrow and risks ruining his son s day 


Megson tries 


to play down 


the romance 


t WHEN GARY Megsotfs 
nine-year-old son 
watched fee FA Cup 
fourth-round draw- he 
turned to his father and 
said “oh, you’re out”, which was 
not an extreme bout of pes- 
simism or a ritual to bring 
good luck. He was stating his 
belief; 

Simon Megson, as befitting 
the son and the grandson of 
former Sheffield Wednesday 
players, is blue and white 
through and through and fee ' 
minor inconvenience .that -his ' 
father is manager of Stockport 
County, who play at Hills- 
borough tomorrow, is not going . 
to test that affection. ■ ' 

“He'll not have divided ' 
loyalties at all" Megson said; 
“he'll be supporting Wednesday. * 
But I won’t have divided 
loyalties either, which is more 
pertinent." 

It is fair to say, though, feat 
Megson would be rooting for 
Wednesday if their Cup route 
was barred by anyone else. He 
lives in Sheffield, he played 250 
league games for the club in two 
spells under Jack Charlton and 
Howard Wilkinson and his 
father; Don, was a distinguished 
left-back at Hillsborough in the 
50s and 60s and played in the 
1966 FA Cup final. 

Even now Megson (middle) 
spends a lot of time at fee dub 
relieving himself of what he • 
describes as “a small fortune” 
buying merchandise from 
Wednesday's souvenir shop. 
Needless to say, they are for 
Simon. 

The links between Megson 
and Wednesday are strong, and 
certainly too robust to be bro- 
ken by his attempt to move the 
agenda on. “I’ve been trying to 
play down anything to do with 
me but it’s proving impossible. 

I won't kick a ball, make a 
tackle or get or goal and people ' 
should not forget that It's the 
players who are important 
“There is romance for an ex- 
player meeting his old diibbut 
for a manager it’s not there. To 
be honest I’d rather be playing 
a lower-level dub on our pitch ’ 
because we want to pro£ess£ 
and make as much money as* .. 


BY GLENN MOORE 


possible for Stockport Drawing 
a Premiership dub away is not 
designed to do feat” 

As a whole-beazted midfield 
player Megson reached the 
semi- finals three times (twice 
wife Wednesday, once wife 
Everton) but a place beneath 
fee twin" towers was denied 
That has made Him ap- 
preciate fee Cup more. 

“It was galling to come so 
dtjse and lose the lot and what 
“is worse is my assistant is Mike 
Phelan,' who won it with 
Manchester United, and he’s 
nqt shy in reminding me. Ws tell 
the players that eyen if you play 
a long timeyouTl be lucky to get 
20 gos at the FA Cup, so you 
have to give everything on fee 
day.” 

Megson was one of those 


To be honest I'd 
rather be playing a 
lower club on our pitch 
to make as much 
money as possible 1 


‘players who rarely could be 
faulted on that count and his 
enthusiasm for work has 
Mowed him into management 
•from Norwich to Blackpool and 
eternally cash-strapped Stock- 
port Many people would have 
been reluctant to succeed Dave 
Jones after his phenomenal 
season of 1996-97 when Stock- 
port were promoted from fee 
Second Division and reached 
fee League Cup semi-finals, but 
he took it on. 

It was a hard act to follow 
-and fee word had deteriorated 
to impossible when County did 
not win any of fear first seven 
■ League games. “It wasn’t easy" 
he agreed, “but the good thing 
was it was all new, nobody 
couki say we did this or that last 
time in fee First Division. Dave 
Jones did a marvellous job but 
. nobody really expected Stock- 
’ port to, survive. 

} “The supporters weren't anti 
..•me and if they had been we'd 


have struggled. The people 
here don't come in vast 
numbers but they’re not thick, 
they know that lOyears ago this 
place was applying for re- 
election and it doesn't get put 
right overnight 

“We’ve survived because of 
our home form and the fans 
have to take credit because 
they mate it an uncomfortable 
place to visit" 

To say they survived is to 
underplay Megson’s achieve- 
ment because Stockport 
revived to an extent they 
finished eighth, the highest 
rung they have ever readied on 
fee league ladder This time 
they are not comfortable but 
they are five points above fee 
relegation places. 

“It’s more difficult because 
of the expectancy. Now it's 
seen as we’re not too dever 
whereas if we’d been in this 
position last year we’d have 
been four or five places above 
where people thought we’d be. 

“I’m convinced it’s always 
more difficult to survive the 
second year than the first be- 
cause you haven’t got the new- 
ness and the enthusiasm. 
Bradford stayed up fee first 
yeai; struggled the second and 
now they’re flying” 

Megson hopes tomorrow's 
tie will make Stockport air- 
borne, although he is aware 
Wednesday have taken wing 
themselves and beat West Ham 
4-0 at Upton Baik last week. “If 
we give everything we’ve got 
and still don’t win, then fair 
enough. There’s no reason the 
opposition should work harder 
than you, be more organised or 
feat their set pieces should be 
better than yours. 

“It’s just if fee tie turns on 
players who can beat four 
players, turn on a tanner, and 
then chip the ball into the top 
corner they might have more 
people who can do that But it 
doesn't always work out that 
way and they shouldn’t want it 
more than my players." 

The Megsons will all want to 
win this match badly. You 
wonder about the atmosphere 
in the family home on Saturday 
ev ening. 



Qfttjgjrpreparanunsu* - “ 
dal Euro 2000 qualifier against 

Bulgaria less than tw&montfas . 
latecit was announced yester- 

day Glenn Hoddle’s side wul 
play Sweden at Wembley at fee 
start of June, followed by fee 
Bul garians , away a few days 
later Hoddlebas organised fee 
April friendly as he believes the 
nfi «n tmrian side mirror fee style 


of the Bulgarians. 

The news came oh fee same 

day that the national side and 
much of British football mort- 
gaged its short-term image by 
si gning a sponsorship agree- 
ment with a building society. 
The Nationwide announced a 
wide-ranging deal for the game 
worth an estimated total of 
£25m over four years. The deal 
means the company will suc- 
ceed Green Flag as fee Eng- 
land national side's main 
sponsor for the next four years, 
will continue as sponsor of the 
fbotball League for another 
two years, and become fee new 

sponsor of fee Fbotball Con- ' 

ference. The company will also 


Gary Megson had a near-impossible job when he took over as the Stockport manag er 


AMsport 


Beck 


to advise Barrow Branca questions Boro 


BARROW; in a mess on and off’ 
the field, have turned to the con- 
troversial talents of John Beck 
in their quest to keep fee place 
in fee Fbotball Conference they 
won last May. 

Last season's UniBond 
League champions, already 
without a chairman, discarded 
their manager as well last 
Saturday evening when they 
sacked Owmi Brown - despite 
that afternoon's 2-1 home win 
over flfelling which lifted them 
four points and places dear of 
the relegation zone. 

Beck, fee former Cambridge 
United, Preston and Lincoln 
City manager, made his name 
as an advocate of the long-bail 
game and a strict disciplinarian. 
Sacked by Lincoln in March last 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


BY RUPERT METCALF 


as a players' agent 
Beck’s successor at Lincoln, 
Shane Wfestley took fee Imps to 
promotion from the Nation- 
wide League Third Division 
last season but was himself 
sacked in November when fee 
Sindl Bank chairman. John 
Beaxnes, decided he would take 
charge of fee team himself 
Now Westley and Beck are 


■ together again, with fee former 
appointed manager of Barrow 
and the latter working as a 
consultant 

' “Shane is fee manager and 
I’m there in an advisory 
capacity as a consultant until 
the end of the season,” Beck 
said. “Shane lives in Lincoln 
and he will commute until fee 
- end of the season arid iben well 
. review the situation and con- 
sider reloca ting Our aim is to 
survive in fee Conference and 
I think our chances are 50-50 at 
the moment They did tremen- 
dousty well to get promoted last 
season and the worst thing 
that could happen is to come 
straight back down a gain " 

Barrow have been in turmoil 
since early last month when 
their chairman and major 
backer Stephen Vaughan, 
resigned following the start of 
an on-going fraud squad in- 
vestigation into a share issue 
made by the dub in October 

The police probe is not the 


Only financial crisis facing the 
Cumbrian club: on Monday 
they face a winding-up order in 
court in Barrow over an alleged 
£41,000 debt to a construction 
company for ground improve- 
ments carried out at Holker 
Street fast summer. 

To add to their woes, a Hu h 
director; Pat Brewec who is also 
Barrow’s secretary, was sus- 
pended last weekend pending 
an investigation into alleged 
irregularities in players’ con- 
tracts. She has subsequently re- 
signed from the board. Another 
director; Rick Lucas, a night- 
dub manager, has also quit 
fee board after declaring him- 
self “deeply unhappy wife fee 
way the dub is bang run”. 

Brown, who was also a di- 
recta; was sacked as manager; 
according to the acting chair- 
man PhD Cowing, because “he 
was asked to referee the wage 
bill considerably and he made 
no attempt to do that. The 
disciplinary record also had to 
improve because of a sus- 
pended £5,000 Fbotball Associ- 
ation fine which is hanging 
over the dub from last season. 
In fact, it has got worse." 


An angry Brown, a former 
Tranmere Rovers and Carlisle 
United striker; told local news- 
paper reporters: “I feel I have 
been shafted big-time. I'm 
gutted. 1 feel I’ve managed the 
side this season with my hands 
tied behind my back.” 

Claiming that he is owed 
wages and bonuses, and that he 
has two-and-a-half years of a 
three-year contract to be 
settled, Brown added: “I’m 
going to sue them for what I am 
owed.” However Cowing has 
denied fee existence of a three- 
year contract 

In the shadow of aD this 
chaos, Westley and Beck must 
try to prepare the team for 
tomorrow’s Conference fixture 
at Yeovil -iffoey get there. This 
weds Cowing was pleading for 
sponsors to assist with the 
expenses involved in fee long 
trip to Somerset “We need 
people to get behind us at the 
moment" the acting chairman 
declared. He can say that again. 
■ The FA's Sanctions and 
Regulations committee has 
unanimously rejected a pro- 
posal by fee Conference to 
form a second division. 


decision to retire him 


MIDDLESBROUGH WERE yes- 
terday standing firm about the 
future of the Italian striker 
Marco Branca - even though 
fee player has denied his career 
is oven 

The dub announced earlier 
this week that it had reluc- 
tantly terminated the 34-year- 
old’s contract because of fee 
long-standing knee injury 
which has limited his involve- 
ment to just one appearance as 
a substitute in fee last nine 
months. But the move appar- 
ently came as a shock to the 
mer Intemazionale forward, 
who said: “Retirement? I don’t 
know anything about this. No- 
body has told me anything." 

However; a Boro spokes- 
man, Dave Allan, reiterated 
feat Branca had been given six 
months' notice of his contract 
in October after a consultant 
surgeon advised that fee knee 
would not stand up to fee 
rigours of professional footbalL 

Meanwhile, the fertility of the 
‘cash-for-votes’ scandal at the 
Football Association was dear- 


ly shown yesterday after Scot- 
land's David wul was unani- 
mously given a two-year 
extension as the Home 
Nations' Fife vice-president 

Keith Wiseman, the ousted 
chairman of the FA, is alleged 
to have agreed a £32m loan to 
the FA oTWales in an effort to ob- 
tain support for his fad to replace 
Win on the executive of football's 
world governing body. Wise- 
raan bad apparenttyfett that the 
Scotsman was not doing enough 
to promote England's bid to 
host the 2006 World Cup. 

Steve WignaD has resigned 
as the manager of Colchester 
United after four years in 
charge. He had guided the 
team to two Wembley appear- 
ances and promotion from the 
Third Division last season, but 
the Layer Road outfit are now 
struggling in the Second. Steve 
Whitton and Micky Cook take 
caretaker charge. 

Paul Aicock is to return to 
Premiership refereeing- The 
RedhIIl official, out of action wife 
a back injury after being pushed 


over by Paolo di Canio in Sep- 
tember; will take charge of Not- 
tingham Forest v Manchester 
United on 6 February. 

Huddersfield Tbwn yester- 
day received a majorboost when 
the millionaire businessman 
Barry Rubtty bought a 70 per 
cent controlling interest in fee 

dub. Rubeiywfaorecenttyfloat- 
ed his satellite decoffing equto- 

ment company Pace Micro 
Ttechnologx has been in talks 

wife fee Tenters for six months 

over fee buyout, though to be in 
the region of £8m. 

Liverpool are giving fee Nor- 
wegian Under-18 international 

goalkeeper Espen Johnson a 
10-day trial, wife a view to mak- 
ing fee move from Start per 
manent 

Ronnie Moore and Steve 

Parfon have agreed to be wired 

up to heart monitors when 
Mansfield tadde RofeJlZ 

mtought’sSky Sports teS 

fixture at Field Mill TfaeT? 
penment is designed to JZ 
viewers a unique insight fate 
stress levels in mana^, ea [° 


fee Scotland team for four sea- 
sons and continue its sponsor- 
ship of fee Irish League Gold 

Cup for two years. 

The new sponsor’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Brian Davis, sad: “Wb 
need to consistently re-em- 
phasise our brand to as maiqr 
people as possible." 

Hoddle said: “This isa deal 
which is greatforafi of football, 
not just fee England team.” 

While yesterday’s deal 
shows how at tr act iv e football C 
has became to commercial in- p 
restore in recent years, it also 
hi ghlights fee gaping divide 
between fee different levels of 
the national sport ' 

. Whereas yesterday’s en- . 
dorsemajtyriB see one cam-’ 
pany paying £25mto effectively L 
■ sponsor all major fbotball . . 

events in fee countty (indud- 
: mg fee nstianfll side) forTour • ' 
years, fee Premier League’s 
comparatiredealwtthCariing 
(forjust one division) is worth 
£36m alone. :j. ;v 

Speaking after yesterday’s 
deal was announced, Hoddle 
took toe opportunity to say he 
bettered the public .are flnnly 
behind him and-his team, de- 
spite less than scintiOatingper- 
formances in the most liecegt 
Euroo 2000 qualifiers. He added 
that tiie fact that next month's i- 
friendty at Wembley against " 
France has sold but almost 
three weeks before it is dueto •* 
.be played proves that the pub- ’ 

Kc ane behind him, 

“I pushed for fee game and 
the French came back straight - 

away sasing they wanted to play 
us at all levels, which shows the r ' 
pull we still have and that Wfem- ■ 

bley is the place where people 
want to come and play;” Hoddle 
said. “It couldn’t be a better -f. 
friendly fixture as they don’t - 

come any higger than the world 
champions and the p ublic have ^ 
already responded with a foil- 
house. 

“Fm not sure that a. dip-in ‘ 
public support has been there 
anyway. There was a good - • 
crowd for the Czech Republic - 
game [a frfendty England won . . 

2-0 in November] at late notice ' •: 
and a full-house here afWfem-'j* 
b ley is a n excellent turn-out It ■ . 

Jways is. they always support . . ■ 
fee team very welL . . :■ v 

“The main concern foruals- • ‘ V 

* wo qualifying- games - 

at Wembley. If we can chaMiip ■>’; 
wo wins from those mimes . : 
feea that will put a compfefcefy - ° ; 
different complexion otfthe'- : ' 
group. 

“The Czech Republic game 
was good for us. If we hadn’t - . : 
P^yed that game, it would hare V ! 
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fee same result and period- ' 
“face against Ranee, it will 
bode well fop ^ 

‘There are certain players-. - 
who will gain from that expert-:' 
ence - particularly if it’s -aV 
younger player" . v-: : 
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927,024 

The number of 

people who visited 
Barcelona's club 
museum last year -i 
an increase of more 

iZj 0 T er cent an 
i 997 , making it 
Spain's fourth most 
popular museum* 
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Els wilts 
in heat 


ENGLAND’S IAN GARBUTT was 
among; a . trio of players who 
card sd a four-under-par round 
of 67 to share a one-stroke lead 
after ttye.opening round of the 
South African Open in Stellen- 
bosch. ■ Garbutt, Germany’s 
Sven Struver and Ronnie 
McCann.: a South African who 
has settled in the United States, 
moved to the head of the 
leaderboard as local players 
battled to overcome the swel- 
tering conditions. 

They included the pre-tour- 
nament favourite, Ernie Els, 
who won last week’s Alfred 
D unhill PGA Championship in 
Johannesburg but could only 
manage a level-par 71 yester- 
>; foy. “It was pretty hot out 
' ^here," said Els. “It's a tough 
course in the afternoon. The 
greens are ready firm and there 
was a bit of a breeze, which 
makes it difficult to keep the ball 
on the fairway.’' 

Lying joint second on three 
under were Germany’s Alexan- 
der Ccgka and the South African 
James Kingston, the only local 
player to come to terms with 
the conditions. The Welshman 
Mark Mouland and Ireland’s 
Paul McGinley were among 
the players a shot further back 
on 69 while the former world 
No 1, Nick Faldo, opened with 
:^De-under 70. 

Another En glishman t An- 
thony Wfall, scored a hole in one 
a t the parrthree 13th but he had 
to settle for a two -over-par 73. 

The three leaders had all 
teed off by 7.20am and were 
back in the clubhouse before 
the heat of the day had reached 
its peajc of around 35C. A high 
of 38C is forecast for today. 

Garbutt grabbed five binfies 
and carded, just one dropped ■ 
shot when three-putting from 
the fringe at the sixth, while 
Struve^ aformer South African 
PGA champion, and McCann 
bagged four birdies each. 


By Paul short 
in Stellenbosch. South Africa 

Garbutt, a former English 
amateur champion, recorded 
his best round on tbe European 
Tour and acknowledged the 
early tee-off tune had been to 
his advantage. 

"To go out at 630am was a 
perfect start I dcsfinitefyhad the 
best of the weather because it 
was cool with hardly any wind.” 
said Garbutt whose previous 
best finish was seventh in last 
year's Dutch Open. “I hit some 
good iron shots and my putting 
was much better than in the 
PGA last week when I finished 
38th.” 

Faldo, who notched up two 
birdies and an eagle but also 
carded three bogeys, was an- 
other player who teed off early. 

“There is no wind and condi- 
tions are just perfect for scoring 14 
he said after his round. “The 
greens are holding, it's there for 
the taking Par should be 68, | 
absolute max. Ernie should 
shoot 65 or 66, and others, too.” 

However, as the heat in- 
creased and the wind picked up, 
Els struggled after teeing off 
just before midday despite the 
overwhelming support of a 
vocal crowd. The South African 
began with four straight pars 
before birdieing the fifth and 
sixth and looked set fora repeat 
of his performance last week 
when he won by a comfortable 
four shots. But he came adrift 
at the eighth where, after 
recovering from a bunker, he 
missed a short putt to log a 
bogey five. . . 

On the back nmei Els bogeyed 
holes 10 and ilbefop&steadjr- 
ing himself and he managedto 
puU backthe two dropped shots 
by birdieing the 12th and 14th 
holes only to bogey the 18th to 
finish the day level 





The Austrian Patrick Ortlieb takes the high-speed tumble which left him with serious injuries in training at Kitzbuhel yesterday /. 

Ortlieb suffers horrific accident 


PATRICK ORTLIEB, Austria's 
former world and Olympic 
downhill champion, suffered a 
career-threatening broken 
thigh and other serious in- 
juries yesterday when he 
crashed in tr aining for this 
weekend’s World Cup races 
here, putting his future career 
in doubt. 

After the notorious Sireif 
juste on the Hahnenkamm 
mountain had daimgdyet an- 
other victim, the Austrian 
downhill coach. Robert TVenk- 
walder, said; “I can’t say if 
Patrick’s career is over, but I 


SKIING 


BY ADRIANA PONTIERI 
to Kitzbuhel 

know he wanted to make this 
his last season.” 

Hie 3 1 -year-old veteran and 
1992 Olympic champion suf- 
fered a complicated compound 
fracture of his right thigh as 
well as a badly dislocated and 
slightly fractured right hip in a 
hair-raising spill on the most 
feared piste in ski racing. 

After an operation at the 
Innsbruck University Clinic, 


doctors said that, as well as 
breaking his thi g h , Ortlieb had 
also torn lateral Ogaments in his 
right knee and his lungs had 
collapsed. 

A winner here in 1994 and 
world champion two years lata; 
Ortlieb lost control on the final 
Hausbergkante corner before 
the finish straight, cartwheeled 
forward and crashed heavily 
into safety nets. 

That same final corner also 
accounted for Frederic Marin- 
Cudraz, who became the fifth 
French downhill skier to suffer 
a bad injury this season Marin- 


Cudraz tore the cruciate liga- 
ment in his left knee. 

Meanwhile, t he veteran 
Regtoe Cavagnoud brought an 
end tO two droughts, claiming 
her first World Cup win and 
France's first victory in a 
women's downhill in 17 years. 

Using a pair of five-year-old 
skis, Cavagnoud stormed down 
the sun-drenched, 2,600-metre 
Olimpia deUe Tofane course in 
1 min 31.06 sec to deny Italy’s 
Isolde Kostner a fourth win in 
as many years at Cortina d’Am- 
pezzo, Itafy. The victory was the 
first in downhill by a French 


woman since Caroline Attia 
won in nearby Sansicario, Italy, 
in 1982. 

“It was about time a French 
skier won a downhill,” said 
Cavagnoud “Carole Merle had 
been second five times, 
Melanie Suchet three times 
and me twice so the whole 
team was trying very hard to 
end this record I had good feel- 
ings on this course, 1 knew I 
could win a race.” 

The German ffilde Geig was 
third to 13126. dosing the gap 
on Austria’s Alexandra Meiss- 
nitzer in the overall standings. 


Toyota targets grand prix debut | IAAF to rule on Mitchell 


'ThE GIANT Japanese car 
maker Toyota announced yes- 
terday that it intends joining the 
FbrmuLa One circuit alongside 
its rivals Honda, which is 
considering a return to grand 
prix racing. Hiroshi Okuda, the 
Toyota president, said team 
Formula Tbyota aims to com- 
pete in FI by 2003. “Wj have de- 
cided to take the challenge of the 
summit of auto rating,” he said 
Toyota, stung by poor per- 
formances in other racing 


/VIOTOR RACING 


classes, said it would back the 
team with the funds necessary 
to bund a winning can “Wfe 
wouldn’t take the step into Fl 
without the resolve to win,” 
Okuda said 

Tbyota will begin develop- 
ment of a new engine and chas- 
sis, though Okuda declined to 
say exactly how much Toyota 
was willing to invest in the 
venture. He said Tbyota in- 


tends fielding a Formula One 
team to an effort to brighten the 
company’s image among 
younger car buyers, particularly 
to Europe. “We want to send a 
message to young people, that 
Tbyotas are fun to drive,” 
Okuda said 

He said Toyota’s plans were 
not influenced by Honda's an- 
nouncement last month that it 
may return to grand prix rac- 
ing next year after a six-year 
hiatus. Honda said it has test- 


ed a prototype car with its own 
engine on a track near Milan. 

Toyota also announced that 
it will add two new CART rac- 
ing teams and will soon unveil 
a new engine that it hopes will 
reverse a string of disappoint- 
ing finishes over the last three 
years. Its Fl team win be based 
at Tbyota Motorsport GmbH, in 
Koto, Germany, and headed by 
Andre de Contanze, a 57-year- 
old French driver and winner 
at Le Mans. 


THE WORLD governing body the 
Inter nationa l Amateur Athletic 
federation, is to examine the 
case of the American sprinter 
Dennis Mitchell after reports be 
escaped a drugs ban by claim- 
ing high levels of testosterone in 
his system were the result of 
having sex and drinking been 
Mitchell failed a test to April 
and was suspended by tbe IAAF 
pending an appeal to the USA 
Track and Field drugs paneL 
The USA board then cleared 


ATHLETICS 


MitcheO to December without 
making the reason public How- 
ever; a report appearing to the 
Daily Telegraph maintained 
that Mitchell escaped a ban by 
claiming tbe eight before giving 
the urine sample he had sex at 
least four times and drank five 
bottles of beer. 

Tbe case will be studied by 
the IAAF drugs commission 
next month, before making a 


recommendation to the IAAF 
council to May m Seville. Gior- 
gio Retoeri, the IAAF media di- 
rector said: “\*fe received an 
explanation with documents 
from the US PaneL who decid- 
ed to dear Dennis Mitchell 
“The panel made their deci- 
sion on the basis that they 
were not sure from where the 
testosterone came, if it was a 
product (rf the body itself or the 
result of something from out- 
side tbe body.” 


SPORT/27 

Tyson’s 
fight is 
a TV 
turn off 


BOXING 


MIKE TYSON failed at the pay- 
per-view box office in America 
last weekend, enticing 750,000 
households to pay the equiva- 
lent of £30 to watdh him knock 
out Francois Botha in the fifth 
round. That meant just 2.7 per 
cent of homes with access to 
pay-per-view bought tbe fight 

“It was at the low end of what 
we were expecting, "said Mark 
Greenberg, executive vice-pres- 
ident of corporate marketing 
and communications for Show- 
time Networks. 

“There are things we 
should’ve done better,” he 
added, pointing to the extended 
negotiations with the MGM 
Grand in Las \fegas. 

This delayed the elaborate 
marketing and publicity cam- 
paign planned to prime people 
for the fight 

The viewing figures were 
not good enough to put it to the 
top 10 of all-time pay-per-view 
fights. Tyson fights make up 
seven of the top 10 pay-per-view 
bouts, includin g tbe top four; led 
by his infam ous mafoh with 
EvanderHofyfield to June 1997, 
which racked up 1.99m buys. 

Pele Reid, the former kick- 
boxer, gets his chance to break 
into the big league of boating 
heavyweights when he chal- 
lenges Julius Francis for the 
British and Commonwealth 
titles at Bethnal Green a week 
tomorrow. 

In doing so Reid has to 
forego a fight agains t a Ukran- 
ian, Vi tali Klitschko, an old 
kick-boxing victim, for the 
European title next month. 

-TheBritishtifieismoreixes- 
tigtous and aqywgy Klitschko will 
be accommodated after Pele 
beats Francis," said Frank War- 
ren, who manages Reid jointly 
with the trainer Brendan Ingle. 

Reid said: U I knocked 
Klitschko out for the European 
kick-boxing championship to 
Bulgaria in 1992, so when we do 
meet again I will have a 
psychological edge.” 

Reid took up martial arts at 
the ageof 11. “The kids I ran with 
to Ashton, where 1 lived, were a 
hard lot and there was always a 
chance I would have got into 
trouble if I had stayed with 
them." he said “But I chose an- 
other route and I am proud of 
what I have achieved so far” 

Reid, who lives and trains to 
Sheffield and only knew on 
Monday that he would be fight- 
ing Francis, has won all of his 
13 fights inside the distance. 

Ingle, the long-time trainer 
of Naseem Hamed said: “I've 
seen Pele develop all the time 
and he has improved so much, 
you’ve got to nafl him to the 
floor to beat him. FU be sur- 
prised if he doesn’t beat Fran- 
cis inside two rounds.” 

Reid's father Lawrence 
played football to his native 
Nigeria and named his first son 
Santos, after tiie Brazilian team 
for wham Pele played When an- 
other Reid arrived he called 
him after the football legend 
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BASKETBALL 
Kmana£iaiESmKipRMw*i 
round: Ororot Ge Samara (Rusi 61 Kinder 
Bologna (It) 71 

CRICKET 


Six black and coloured players re- 
flecting the “face of the future' are 
in South Africa's under- 1 9 squad 
k.< ing today for an eight-match tour 
o^-^inscan. 

V rMrowmwt, the Derbyshire chafr- 


flecting the “face of the l 
in South Africa's under 


man. resigned yesterday, claiming 
that the power struggle between Do- 
rn Ink: Cork, the club captain, and 
Harold Rhodes, a committee mem- 
ber. had put pressure on his family 
and business. 

Glamorgan have Joined Forces with 
their neighbouring counties Glouoes- 
cershire; Somerset and Wtoreea a sh fce 
to form a membership scheme that 
wfH allow members or the counties 
to watch matches free of charge at 
all other grounds within the group. 


(Hobart) 

Sri looter woo toss 
AUSTRALIA 

M E Waugh e Mattarum* b Jayasuriya ....65 

fACGBeftrtstbVSusL 12 

G S Blewett t Mahaiunu 

b m cKramasl nghe .....I 
O S Lehmann c Jayawardenr b JayrouriyaSl 

S Lee c Ovnoana b Muratitfwan 18 

-s R Waugh c teyawanfaw b layasurtya.JO 
M C Sevan c Kamwkharana 

b MiraOtharan _ _18 

BPJidoncandb Was 7 

S K Wame C Oiandana b Vaas S 


SKI HOTLINE 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) lasr Temp Forecast 

open Lwr Upr snow 

Detailed independent snow and ANDORRA 

weather reports from 180 resorts 555 100 % Upper runs best 90 160 T5TT -3C Changeable 

AUSTRIA 

Rrst, Obtain the access code for pu^nes _go% Good higher up To 70 uTi -4C Oear/mfld 

the resort or your choree. Soli 100% Good higher up 20 70 14.1 -4C Settled 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 BULGARIA 

(the fax lists codes for 180 re- Borovets 80% Snow needed 30 55 T5T 3ic Suniiy 

sorts ) CANADA 

_ , Irembtant ..100% Fresh top layer 40 60 20.1 OCOoudy/srow 

To listen to the latest snow and prance 

m-. , jju L l Flalne .7.^0% UptW iwis ffex . 85 250 T5H Tc Seeded 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + code La Piagrte 80% Good on high runs 80 185 14.1 -5C Settled 

ITALY 

For a fax copy of the latest snow ^ _.75% Depths lowering 60 80 tTr ^Tc BngS 

and weather report: Sestriere 10% Snow needed 15 45 11.1 2C Bright 

fax 0906 55 00 086 + code nqrwav 

Hemaedat...-i00% Gondtdnns better 70 80 «Ti He Ooody 

SCOTLAND 

Gienshee 90% Good on all rue 20 W HI 3 CWhitry shwr 

SWITZERLAND 

A detailed four-page summary of roosters 100 % Btefenr runs 55 130 f5Tr Tic Dry/m»u 

conditions in 1 80 resorts UNITED STATES __ 

Fax 0906 55 OO 601 crested Bu«e7D% Powder 95 130 211 -AC Ooudrtnwi 

Information supplied by Ski HodHte 

Helpline; 0870 SI 33 345 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


I'fte m 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 cans are standard national rate. 


0800 365 121 

..ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

wwKwdtUoowcoim The wpcitbd 


A C Dale rot out .1 

G D McGrath not out ,.l 

Extras n3) _5 

Total (tor 9, 50 overs) 210 

FeD: 1-20 2-25 3-118 *-138 5-153 b-185 

7- 195 8- 1 98 9-206 

BmAe V4as 10-1-27-3: Wlekramadnghe 

8- 1-20-1: Muntttftaran 10-1-42-2: Jayawar- 
dene 4-0-20-0: Qvndana 7-0-*r4-0: Javosurtya 
10-0-47-3: TRIaKarame 1 -0-8-0. 

SfBUUDCA 

S T iayasuriya run out 3 

tR S Kaluwidurefta ton b Dole 54 

M 5 Aopacru run out. — 82 

-A Ranatunga not out 45 

U 0 U Otandana t Date b Vlarne ...8 

H P TUIakaratne e sub b Wame 3 

D P M Jayanardene b McGrath 1 

R S Maiunama b Wame A 

W P U teas not o-x 2 

Extras (E>2 w3 nb4) 9 

-fetal (hr 7, 493 even) 21 1 

Ml: 1-4 2-130 3-t63 A-178 5-188 6-190 
7-198. 

Did net bat: G P Hflckramasinstie. M Mu- 
raHriOTi. 

Boater McGrath 10-2-33- V. Dale 10-2-30* 
1: Alton 1 (VO-4 1-0; Lee 6-0-39-0: Mbme 10- 
0-45-3: Sienett 3.3-0-21 -0. 

Resale: Sri Lanka non by three wickets. 
U m pires: S i Davis and P P ParVet 
CARLTON AND UHTTED ONE-DAY 
SBBES LEAGUE 

P W L Pcs 


TOUR MATCH (Harare).- Afeshcruiand v Eng- 
land A [Merten abandoned; rain). 

FOOTBALL 

A tribunal has ordered Leyton Ori- 
ent to pay an Initial fee of £25.000 
to Cambridge United for Matthew 
Beall. 

W EP W ESOATS UOE ffFSULTS: Scottish 
Fta o rti i fl leagu e Secand nMrtr iii . LMngBon 
ifiirnfrn Unnriimiia>iiiiin»n<iiir nip 
teed iimnilwKiiarBbhapAuddantQFars- 

ley WSt 4. Dr Moroni laagnr Cap f tree 
raiBUi seomd kg: tettxk tain 4 teaidi Ixmi 
I (bet BaUx* urn 5-4 on aggrega t e). Strew- 
H» Direct Inna Premier nhlilrir Chip- 
penham OKeynmni 0. North atoseern loins 
l e ngnn Una PMst a nr Ib n s boa o m 1 Moss- 
ley l. lnaw o uWlTror lnngir CmiQ nart er 
teal tone he 
Hamble ASSC, 

Ina an e testDWnune Jam a rteo ft m 1 West 
Auckland 2. I4nrriiumit! BilMum Town v 
Bedingeon Terriers. fA Tbath Cep Third 
Foies 2 Whs 
Barnet O. Pontes 
Leans neater DMAs Bhmtrsturn 0 Sin- 
dertand 2: Lel dt cer 2 Preston 2. Hrmt Dial- 
ten: Mdtesbreite 3 Barrel 0: Port tele 
0 Wotas A. Postponed: West Bromwich v 
Bundey. Sarond mrirfem Huddershcld 0 
Romemarn 2. Vbrtc 5 Scarborough 0. IMBK 

CtB0rappthnn£'terewie4 M&ricsor On 
3. A nte hnwennt teatetinn tet PI* 
stem Onriton 2 Nonhampton 3: Ovisea 3 Okr 
tort 2. Ipswich 2 SwUJun 1: Norwich 1 
ReatSng ft Soutsmptcft I Lison 0. testpeoed: 
LtLatoii tfCamtirldge.hter u< iainlB*and- 
Bee (TU Auhri: ferae! 0 Norway 1 (9ammel- 
pen 1 1 ). (AfaracBes^ France 1 (Ojrtaeff 
%l nMi &p teitt land 
Santander 
4tetodofld 
ODepcnho 




La Onuto 1 ; Irene 0^ teenda 3: Real Soctetod 
i Adedco Madrid 2. 

GOLF 

SOUTH AFRICAN OPEN (SteDeastmceft) 
l.iiTiWiig iRswonwd ecaate Ha or hi —- 
loro Braced): ST ft McCann (US). I Gartxitt. 
S Sower (Get). f» A Ce#a (GeO. J Ntwptwi 
ISA) 6A 0 Frost (SAI. S Pappas (SAj. M 
Mouiand. p Kaplan (SA). ’H Afcerts (SA). I 
Bdmer (SA), A Roestoff (5A). D Faught (SA). 
P McGWey 70 C Xamps few. N Faldo. P 
Lomrd (Aus). i Hobday I SA). B May (US). S 
Leaney (Aus). B len^han (5A). C Whltelav (SA). 
(GarridofSpl. MGortanaitil.C Halnftie (US). 
71 E Els ISA). M-A Martin pp).D Bocw (SA). 
P Slotand (Sure). S Allan (Ais). R Gonzalej 
(ArgJ. P ffiaiWe SA). M IMcNulty tom). W Co- 
etsee (SAI. A Pitts (US). S Tlnntig (Den). R 
Weasels (SA) . 1 Singh (teto), P Nynte (Swe), 
1 BJckerron, M Roe. G Owen (LSI. B PSppas 
(SA), I HutJOvs (SA). S Daniels (SA), Ddjro- 
mcn (SA). R Wfittater (US). B Fouehee (SA). 

•denotes amateur 
BOB HOPE CLASSIC lteNiSprfe«B, Ca|: 
Landte tost ireuirt mreej (US inteaa i6» 
ad): S3 T Pernke jnr. i Kustorv. B Bates. SA 
J Freeman, i Kaye. 65 F Funk. R Mediate. B 
ten Pelt. 66 J Carter, B TWa* F ABe*n (SA). 
P Jacobsen. S tele. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Florida 5 New terh Islanders 2; Ibroo- 
so 6 Dallas 4; New Jersey 4 Anaheim 3 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 
VERNONS: Treble ehanca: 23pcs 
£10520.05; 22 £146.10.21 E2B.50 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan have signed the 26-year-old 
North Sydney utility player. Marie Re- 
bec in time to qualify for their Chal- 
lenge Cup register. 

Paul Fortier. The 34-year-old for- 
ward. has joined Workington after 
being released by Salford. 
Warrington have confirmed that 
Peter DeaWn. the man who trans- 
formed Bradford's marketing op- 
erations, is leaving Saracens to 
become their chief executive. 


RUGBY UNION 

Ireland wOl play two Tests on suc- 
cessive Saturdays against Australia 
during this summer’s fcv-match tout 
They begin the tour against New 
South Wales Country in Gosford (31 
May) and play the first Test In Bris- 
bane (12 June) and the second in 
Perth (19 June). 

SAILING 


6-3: M-j Fernandez (US) tot A Frazier (US) 


Waflen. Bame. Augustsson (Swel bt Heiner. 
De RkJder. ten Nrekerfc (Neth) 3-1; Marbv 
gal. Mealy: Jordon (US) bt Oafc. Cowle. Smith 
(NZ) 3-1. Hoab: WSJ ten. Bame. Augustsson 
bt Marfrlrali. HNly. Jordon 3-1. Hefner. De 
redder, ten Mekerk bt Davis. Cowie. Srnteh 
2-1 . HmU n—i >11 laudtop! l Mbllen. 
Same, Augustsson: 2 Madrigall. HeaN Jor- 
don: 3 Heiner. De RkJder. ten Meieilc 4 Date. 
Ccwrie, Srrtrfv 

SKIING 

ALJNNE WORLD CUP (Cortina tram- 
porn, k] (Honan's rtBMitelL 1 R Cav- 
aenoud (Ft) lmin 31 .OGsec; 2 1 Kostner (it) 
131 JfO:3HGererGerj 1:31 J6:ARHaeus( 
(Ger) 1:31 J8;5CRey-Beflet Bwlp 13142. 
OwaroD rtanrttnea. I A Mckssnltzer (Aut) 

1 .1 70ptx 2 H Gerg (Ger) 937; 3 M Ert (Ger) 
784; 4 P VWberg (Swe) 758; 3 R GoetSCW 
(Aut) 582. 

TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN ORN (AMbomae) Man's 
rlnriw recrmrl roondt P Korda (Cz Repl 
HJ Alonso (Sp) 6-3 6-1 6-1: VSpadea (US) 
btF5q»ai3rilAfrf 5-3 6-4 6-4:7 Haas (Ger) 1 
bt L Hwrttt (40)4-6 6-4 6-3 6-4: Y KAFEL- ; 
NJKOV (Rus) bt J Stottenbero (Aus) 7-5 3-6 
7-6 7-6: P Goldstein (US) be G RUSEDSKI 
(GB) 6-4 6-7 7-6 6-2: J Courier (US) bt Y 
B Aynaoul (Marl 7-6 6-4 5-7 6-2: M Oarnm 
(Cz Rep) bt 5 SargsWn (Arm) 4-6 6-3 6-7 

Women's sinetes second round: M SE- 
LES (US] bt AOecnaume-Balleret (FT) 6-1 
6-4: S WIHIams (US) bt M Serna (Sp) 6-1 


SANCHEZAIJCARJO (Sp) 6-2 6-2: E LBdiovt- 
seva (ItoJS) bt V Unarm Pascua) (Sp) 6-2 6-3. 
Man's doubles first reand: J Blorknun 
(S we) and P Rafter Mis) bt N Godwin and 
M Ondruska (SA) 6-2 6-2: 0 Hoygarrh |SA] 
and TJ Middleton (US) bt 0 Dei Rio and M 
Puena (Arg) 6-4 6-7 1 5-1 3: G Kuerten (Br) 
and N Lapenrti (Ecu) bt P NORMAL and K 
ULIYETT (SA) 6-4 2-6 8-& M BhupacW and 
L R»es Qnd) bt E Kempes and P Wessels 
(Nezni 6-4 6-2: W BLACK (ZVn) and 5 
STOLLE (Aus) bt T MUctiefl and A Painter 
(Aus) 7-6 7-6. 

Ifcnert d oobles first roamt I SPIRLEA 
(Rornl and C VIS (Neth) bt V Csurgo (Hun) 
and t-H Kbn [K or) 6-1 6-2: A Decfuume- 
Balleret (Fr) and LGolarca (It) bt E De Lone 
(US) and N Pratt (Aus) 6-3 6-3: L daven- 
PORTlUS)andNiVEREVA(Bel3)blAfta- 
aer and K SdiUcbr (US) 6-2 6-1 : ACoetzer 


tier and K SdiUcbr (US) 6-2 6-1 : ACoetzer 
and J Stedt (S« bt C Rubin (US) andSCes- 
tud (Frl 4-6 6-2 6-3: E CALLENS (Bel) and 
J HALARD-DECUGlS (Frl bt S Reeves (US) 
and T Tanasugarn final) 6-2 6-7 6-3: K 


Boogett (Neth) and A-G SMot (Fr) bt M Tu 

J US) and M Wengarmer (Ger) 6-2 6-7 6- 
: A Carfsson (Swe) and J Dokic (Aus) bt C 
MARTINEZ (Sp) and P Tarabinl (ArgJ 1-6 6- 
3 6-0: l RAYMOND (US) and R Stubbs (Aus) 
bt S Cade (US) and S JeyaseeJan (Canl 7 
5 6-1: J NOVOTNA (Ct fcp) and M Sa.ES 
(US) bt L Horn (SA) St K Kschwendt (Aus) 
6-3 6-2. seeds in capitals 

GIROBANK TOUR (Newport, Gmu) 
Man's sfawles, second roond: N Gould 
(Aron) bt S Amey |Dettoysr>ire) 6-2 6-2; ) 
Laync (CamUrldgesnJrel bt J Rose ISuffolhl 
6-4 6-4; C Bennett (Hereford fr Worces- 
tershire) bt D Macura (Middlesex) 6-7 7-5 
7-5; D Yegg (Surrey) bt P Hand (Berkshire} 
6-4 7-5: N Weal (Hampshire) bt M Bould- 
ewfllbriishire) 6-1 6-2: N Bam ford (Hens) 
bt G Darlington (North of Scotland) 4-6 6-4 
6-2: R Hanger (Dorset) bt J Tavtor (Glos) 
6-4 6-2: N Lester (Herts) bt T Spinks (Nor- 
folk) 6-4 7-5. Woolen's singles, first 
romt: G Oinham (Sumy) tit T Powell (Here- 
ford & Worcester) 6-3 b-2: H Farr (Surrey) 
bt S Gregg (Yorkshire) 6-0 6-2: J Osman 
(Sussex) BtHFrltcfte [South Walesi 3-6 7-6 
6-3: C Wallace (Herefordshire) bt E Web- 
ley-Smlth (Avon) 6-1 3-6 6-4. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 uriess stated 

NJOlOHWIDa FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
TWRDDnnSION 

Mansfield w Rotherham (7.45) 

LEARIE OF WALES: Cwmbran * Afan Udo; 
Inter Catjle-T-t Cardiff v Haver fordwest. 
BASS KSH CUP Hftb roond: OlfionvflFe 
v Crewe litd. 

HARP NATIONAL LEMKIE OF BIELAHD 
PnrolT OMteo: Bray Wanderers V Finn 
Harps: Bohemians v Sheftourne (7.45). 

THE TNES m TOOTH OB* TMrd round: 
Brighton v Coventry (7.0) (of Bognar Regis) 
FMTWlENSWTIMDhUneCaUc 
v Darlington (2.0). 

AVON DBlHMIKE COMBINATION Rrec 
DMtea: West Ham v Peterborough (1.0) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

FWENnUr MUTCH: Salford uBanow(B 0). 


RUGBY UNION 

WELSH CHALLENGE TROPH* Pod A: 
Neath v Edinburgh Reivers (7.0|. Pool EL 
Llanelli i Glasgow Caledonians (7 .0). 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Mfton Keynes Li- 
ons v Manchester Giants (7.30): Westheld 
Sharia Sheffield v Edinburgh Rocks (7 .45). 

OTHER SPORTS 
BOWLSc Vterid Indoor Slngts Ovunpkmsfilp 
Jert^Wters Leisure Resort. Hopron-an-Seo. 

BOKBH3: vacant Commonweaht, super- 
featherweight tide- C Shepherd (Si loth) v J 
Gungokua ISA) (« Sends leisure Centre. 


SNOOKER: Nations Cup (nr fefewest Are- 
no. Newcastle). 


WEDNESDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

Draw date: 20/01/99. The winning numbers: 4, 8, 14, 19. 28, 40. Bonus number: 12. 
Total Sales: £28,889,120. Prize Fund: £13,000.104 (45% of ticket sales). 




Match 6 (Jachpot; l 

Match S plus bonus ball 24 

Match 5 853 

Match 4 39,737 

Match 3 629,465 

TOTALS 670.070 

O Cametol Group pie. Players must be 16 or orot 

Maybe, Just maybe.' 


£3,486,888 £3.486,858 

£44,703 £1.072.872 

£786 £670.458 

£37 H. 47 0:269 

£10 £6-294.550 

1 £12.995,037 

Breakage (prizes rounded down to nearest £1): £5,067. 

THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 


frBM went o( any dlacreparcy In the etwee, the gate contained in Catnaiat central computet system shell ptevaM. 
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THE GAME’S biggest event will 
move outside England for the 
first tune when the Challenge 
Cup final is staged at Murrey- 
field in the Millennium season. 

The home of Scottish rugby 
union has been earmarked as 
the venue for rugby league’s 
greatest gathering of the dans 
in the year 2000, wheaJPssmb- 
leywQlbe befogrebuilt^-t 

The League had also consid- 
ered Twickenham and the hew 
qatirwml stadium in Card® as 


! Y: 




Edinburgh will be widely wd- 
comed as the most imaginative 
answer to the question of where 
to play the match next year 

“We had to ensure that 

during the time Wembley is out 

of commission we located a 
high quality stadium that 
matched the final’s status as a 
sporting event and we have no 
doubt that Murrayfield fulfils 
that requirement,” said the 
Rugfiy League's chief execu- 
tive, Neil Tunnicliffe. 

“During the manyyears that 
the game has been staged at 
TOm^rugiy league fi^kiw^s 
have become accustomed to 
celebrating the event by taking 
a weefaend away in London. Our 







Britain’s Greg Rusedski, the No 8 seed, is bowled over before being knocked out of the Australian Open by the American qualifier Paul Goldstein in Melbourne yesterday 


Reuters 


dedaraito move the game to the £ 
ramf^dlvofScotfand will afford 9 


Rusedski rues lost chance 


GREG RUSEDSKI was left, won- 
dering whether he should have 
followed Fete Sampras’s 
example and taken a month off 
after he was knocked out of the 
Australian Open here yester- 
day. The British No 2 and 
eighth seed lost to a player 
ranked 179 places below him, 
the American qualifier Paul 
Goldstein in the second round. 

Goldstein, who was playing 
only bis 10th match on the 
men’s tour since turning pro- 
fessional last autumn, tri- 
umphed 6-4, 7-6, 6-7, 6-2 in a 
game lasting a minute under 
three hours. Even in the set 
Rusedski won he needed eight 
set points - it went to 11-9 in the 
tie-break -and against a player 
he said was among the best 


TENNIS 


by Derrick Whyte 
in Melbourne 


returners of serve he had ever 
faced, the 25-year-old made a 
ghastly total of 76 unforced 
errors. 

It was Rusedski's third de- 
Jfeat in four matches so far this 
year and he lamented, “Maybe 
I should have done what Pete 
did - just stay at home. I think 
it was a @3od play for him to do 
that He was so burned out he 
needed a rest and this is the 
toughest Grand Slam to get 
ready for. 

“At the moment it hurts be- 
cause this was a good oppor- 
tunity the way the draw was 


panning out but maybe, in ret- 
rospect, it will prove good for 
me. I'm very disappointed but 
Icmddn’traisemygametothe 
level I had to and he returned 
unbelievably welt He chal- 
lenged me every single point 
and I was not up to tire task. 

“I got only 51 per cent of my 
first serves in and against a 
player with his quality of return 
you have to be up at about 60 
per cent at least” 

The 22-year-old Goldstein 
graduated from Stanford Uni- 
versity in California last sum- 
mer - he was a Mow student 
of Tiger Woods -and at the US 
Open in September took a set 
off Sampras. Ruseuski watched 
that match but still was not quite 
prepared far yesterday’s display. 


“I dug out some balls he was 
not expecting and created 
some angles,”: Goldstein said. 
“He was a little bit frustrated, 
but he was real gracious in de- 
feat and I appreciate that. He 
showed a lot of class. 

“Greg is one of the top two 
or three servers in the game, 
but 1 went in with a fair bit of 
confidence." 

Rusedski’s frustration was 
apparent to everyone when 
he missed his second set-point 
chance at 5-4 in the second 
set He angrily smashed the 
ball down the other end of 
the court almost hitting a 
line judge, and was given a 
warning. 

After eventually levelling 
the third set went with serve 


into another tie-breaker Gold- 
stein won that 7-5 with a dou- 
ble-handed winner which 
flashed across Rusedski from 
the backhand wing and, with 
his tail up, he hit three more to 
break in the opening game of 
the fourth set 

At that Rusedski slung his 
racket away and it was hard- 
ly worth retrieving. He was 
broken again for 4-1 and vir- 
tually gave up. He did save 
two match points but on a 
third he hit a smash way over 
the baseline, 

John McEnroe came 
through the qualifying to reach 
the Wimbledon semi-finals in 
1977 - when he was aged 18 - 
but Goldstein may have to beat 
the 10th seed, Yevgeny Kafel- 


nikov, and 15th seed Todd Mar- 
tin in addition to Andrei Pavel 
to progress that far 

There was disappointment 
for the home crowd when the 
17-year-old prodigy Lleyton 
Hewitt, conqueror of the 13th- 
seeded Frenchman, Cedric Pi- 
oline, in the first round, went 
out in four sets to Tommy 
Haas. Hewitt won the first set 
and had the German 4-2 in the 
second before Haas came bade 
and wore down the Australian. 

“It was a big disappoint- 
ment because there was an 
opportunity there to make the 
third round of a Grand Slam - 
and there's no seeds in my sec- 
tion either," Hewitt said. 

“I play my best tennis when 
Tm pumped. Tbday I lost some 


emotion at the end. I couldn’t 
stay pumped for the whole 
match and I think it showed in 
the end," 

In the women's singles, 
Anna Kourzukova advanced in 
a match littered with unforced 
errors. To groans from the 
crowd, the 16-year-old Russian 
racked up an astonishing 31 
double faults in overcoming 
Miho Saeki of Japan. 

Time appears to be catching 
up on Arantxa Sanchez-Vic- 
ario. The No 4 seed ran up 
against the electrifying Aus- 
trian prospect Barbara Schett, 
whose power play unplugged 
the Spaniard’s challenge. 

Results, Digest, page 27; 

Goldstein's graduation, 
page 22 


napfcal efty of Scotland win aflard 9 
our supporters a new opportu- 
nity to travel to one of the most 
beautiful dbes in the world: 

“We have consulted property 
with our supporters as well as 
with our dubs to take thar pref- 
erences into account rthen 
making this important choice.” 

' The code wiH be making its 
debut at the stadium, although 
there have been recent in- 
ternationals in Glasgow and an 
“onthe road” fixture between 
Bradford Bulls and Ixrajioa 
Broncos at Hearts’ Tynecastle 
ground last year 

There is also a growing 
amateur league scene in Scot- 
land, which Tunnidifie said the 
decision to take the game’s 
showpiece there was designed 
to foster. 

The obvious drawback is,** 
that Murrayfield’s capacity is ™ 
only 67,500, enough to accom- 
modate last season’s relatively 
poorfy supported final but only 
sufficient for three other at- 
tendances since the Second 
World Wan 

No decision has been made 
yet on the venue for 2001 . 
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Ferguson no friend to Foe 


ACROSS 7k 

1 Bones and skins without 

measure (6) 

4 Constant interference 2* 

(6) 

9 Unfavourable rainy % 

clouds from an Adriatic 
region (8) 21 

10 Lawyer constrained by 
new iron decree i6) 

12 Anything but ponderous 

<5A3,7> 1 

13 Join together for solace, 
moving off to church (8) 2 

14 Half a month left to pro- 
duce book (5> 3 

16 State's introduced a new 5 
waterway (5J 

18 Independent state, in 6 
name (S) 

20 In which getting on may 7 
well be ofprimary con- 
cern? (8,7) 8 


Journalists? Those in- 
terested onfy in scraps? 
( 6 ) 

Declining, note before 
merger (8) 

Songster’s disease af- 
fecting larynx (8) 

Directs extras in cowboy 
films? (6) 



MANCHESTER UNITED’S man- 
ager, Alex Ehrguson, has pulled 
out of the race for the Cameroon 
international MaroVrvien FbC, 
leaving the way open for the mid- 
fielder to move to West Ham. 

Fferguson revealed last night 
that he win not try to sign Fb6 
from the French side. Lens, this 
season, even if it means losing 
out an him to the Hammers, who 
are hoping to do a quick deaL 

F0C was at Old Trafford in 
August for a medical, but was 
not judged fully fit after a leg 
break that also ruled him out of 
the Wbrid Cup finals. 

Ferguson has watched him 
since, but because Lens used 
Foe in the Champions' League 
- briefly, as a substitute in the 
last game - there is little point 
in United buying him immedi- 
ately, as he is cup-tied. 

The United manager denied 
last night that the club's pic 
board had blocked move for 
Fod, and said: “Wte felt thatdue 
to his injury we should look at 
him over the season. We were 


FOOTBALL 


By man Nixon 


prepared to wait, but if he goes 
elsewhere we wish him well. 

“Now he has got an oppor- 
tunity to move, I think he will 
do well, he's a very good play- 
er. WSe will stand back from that 
one." 

FoC's British representative 
has been in discussions with 
West Ham’s manager Harry 
Redknapp for the past four 
days and a fee should be agreed 
shortly. Wiest Ham may have to 
pa? up to £4m for Foe, and if he 
signs it could lead to the sale of 
Eyal Benkovic. The Israeli play- 
maker is wanted by Newcastle 
United. 

The Blackburn Rovers man- 
ager Brian Kidd has made a 
new £2 3m offer for Crewe’s 
promising youngster, Seth 
Johnson, but the struggling 
First Division club have turned 
down an instalment package 
and the option ofaplayerswap 


because they want a lump sum 
to build a new stand. 

Blackburn’s latest bid is 
£l5m up front and the rest in 
appearances, but Crewe need 
£2m now to renovate their main 
stand at Gresty Road. Kidd 
hopes a compromise figure can 
be reached to tie up Johnson, 
who can play in midfield or at 
left-back 

Crystal Palace's Italian in- 
ternational AttQio Lombardo 
flew to Rome last night in the 
hope of completing a move to 
Lazio. The First Division dub 
confirmed that their midfield- 
er and former caretaker man- 
ager was talking with the Serie 
A side. 

Lombardo, who has 18 Ital- 
ian caps, played 24 times for the 
Eagles as they slipped out of the 
Premiership last season and 
has been a regular this term as 
they have tried to bounce back. 
The 33-year-old now looks like- 
ly to follow manager Terry Ven- 
ables and striker Matt Jansen 
out of Selhurst Park. 


Palace are reported to owe 
Lombardo bonus money and 
have agreed to release him 
immediately from his contract 

The Palace chairman and 
owner Mark Goldberg is facing 
mounting financial problems 
and is looking to cut his ex- 
penses further, after Venables 
stepped aside as team manag- 
er and £4.lzn Jansen moved to 
Blackburn. Goldberg said: “At- 
tilio has served Crystal Palace 
welL Obviously we are very 
sorry he is leaving but it is the 
same situation as with Matt 
Jansen. If we are not going to 
be in the Premiership next 
year then it is very difficult to 
keep him at the club." 

A First Division side hoping 
to keep hold of one of then- 
most talented players are 

Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
who yesterday said their Irish 
striker Robbie Keane was 
“priceless 1 * and was not for sale. 

Wblves’ manager; Colin Lee, 
laughed off stories that the 
likes of Middlesbrough and 



Lombardo: Lazio bound 


Arsenal were preparing . fSm 
bids for the 18-year-old, who is 
Molineux’s leading scorer this 
season with 14 goals. . — " 
“Balk of £5m is a jokepsaid 
Lee. “That wouldn't even buy 
One of his arms and it’s his legs 
which are supposed to bevabi- 
able. The stories are rubbish. 
Bryan Robson is supposed to. 
have spoken to me about him 
yesterday but I haven’t spoken 
to Robson for ages. In fact, no- 
one has ever phoned me about ; 
Robbie Keane, or made an aSaf 
More news, page ^6; ! 


DOWN 

Ample robe clothing roy- 15 
al adult (4-5) 

Bridal material, baroque 16 
but not eastern (7) 

Tax Return? (12) 17 

Water creature quietly 
abandoned land <7) 19 

Toreador’s first hot- 
headed bull (5) 

Study most of dwarf’s - 1 
dial? (7) 

Fhce set, looking up (4) 22 


Gas-fired? (12) 

Caught the Blues after 
six wins (9) 

In act, spurious - mere 
show (7) 

Runs from fifty snakes 
(7) 

Sliniish new home for 
lady; put up over river 
(7) 

Paddy’s explosive, 
bowled out (a) 

Drop eastern guru (4) 


Mass ban for indisciplined Spartans 
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THE RUGBY badlands of the 
West Country will be just a 
little less perilous for the next 
fortnight or so, now that those 
mean sons-of-guns from Spar- 
tans have been rounded up by 
the local sheriff The Glouces- 
ter club side have long been 
renowned for them how shall 
we say vigorous approach to 
Saturday afternoon exercise 
but when they collectively 
derided to let it rip in a South 
West Two league match with 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris hewett 


Cinderford last month, they 
rather overstepped the mark. 

Phillip Wbre. a poor, put- 
upon referee from Cornwall, 
had already dismissed two 
Spartan pugilists when he de- 
rided that the other 13 should 
join them in what is commonly 
termed the “early bath”. The 
game was abandoned shortly 


before the interval - well there 
were no Spartans left on the 
field - and on Wednesday night, 
the Gloucestershire discipli- 
nary committee imposed a 
mass, two-week suspension on 
the miscreants. 

Bobby Fbwkc. a hard-nut 
flanker who played top-flight 
rugby with Gloucester before 
returning to his local outfit, 
placed the blame squarefy at the 
feet of Mr Ware. “The referee’s 
report Named us entirely which 


does seem a little odd consid- 
ering there were two sides on 
the field." protested Fowfce 
who was one of those originally 
dismissed for fighting. 

“He gave 15 penalties 
against us in the opening 10 
minutes, but would not allow us 
to ask why they had been 
awarded. People were getting 
more and more frustrated ani 
m the end, it boiled oven" 

Fowke was dealt with at a 
previous disciplinary hearing 


for 35 days he is now available 
ag^ -uriSfee his M chib-mates. . 

“It's a problem,” he agreed, l 
going to have to fieM’ $ 
reserve teams in our neitt two - : '- 
league games and, although b 
we’re in mid-table at the 
moment, a couple of defeatr 7 ^ 
could put us in relegation III 
trouble." 

As they say in all the best 
Gloucestershire clubhouse^^^'i 

life can be a bitch. ’’s - Taft* 










i iB iiiillijlMIliiitJ 


lW> jlj L> 


YTHE INDEPENDENT 


22 January 1999 


Ch a 

C'up 

i mov 

j Sc*0 



FRIDAY REVIEW 


Comment • Features • arts • Listings • Television 




•>“ ' . 


. - 











r .• 



. . . 


* 

fosf 

•J -jp* 








.A.: -- > »•- ■. 




■ I*®' ' 

v^; :c.. 






Monet, Monet, Monet 

If the British public sees one exhibition this year, it will be Monet at the 
Royal Academy. As the crowds gather, the RA stands accused of shameless 
commercialism. Is this any way to treat the great Impressionist? 


BY TOM LUBBOCK 
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I L andscape p ainting , William Bazlitt said, is 
“the obvious resource of misanthropy”. For 
the viewer as well as the artist, it’s a chance 
to get away from them alL But if you love the 
scapes of Claude Monet, his views of the 
Givemy garden, say his wide stretches of 
pond water, then you’d better love your fel- 
low humans too. You’re not likely to escape 
them that way. Quite the contrary. 

Nine years ago the Royal Academy staged “Monet in the 90s” 
and at the height of that exhibition the main thing it offered the 
visitor was a chance to study crowd-movements in close quar- 
[ ters. Now we have “Monet in the 20tb Century”. I don’t think the 
artist’s popularity has waned mucb in the interval, though per- 
[ haps the RA has got more adept in crowd-management At any 

rate, it’s curious to consider that in the pictures themselves - tf 
L : can catch a glimpse of them - you’ll not see a living souL 

* “H Now I must not gloat I have seen this show. I saw it on Mon- 
day. And for quite a lot of the time - give or take the odd guard. 
feDowcritic, curator and an easily avoidable TV crew - 1 was more 
or less alone in it Of course, Em very glad of this. But it does 
mean that the show I saw; and the one you may see, are likely 
to be si gnifican tly different The exhibition opens tomorrow. If a 
rapid response hadn’t been requested, Fd have gone back again 
in puhlichours, to experience real viewing conditions - and not 
just to gauge the practical problems. Seeing and the self and 
solitude are pretty central matters to Monet’s late art 

But the first wonder is how long be lasted. Monet, arch-im- 
pressionist - it was his impression: Sunrise of 1872 that first in- 
spired the name - lived on through Symbolism, Fhuvism, 
Cubism, Riturism. Dadaism even. He died in 1926. aged 86. A third 
of his parnfing life fell in our century. Whether, by the end, his 
work can still be called Impressionist whether it should really 
be called visionary or indeed abstract are not entirety stupid or 
anachronistic questions. Contemporary critics asked them, and 
anyone mqy well wonder Incidentally, it’s not (as people used to 
think) just a matter of Monet having bad eye trouble. 

Fast forward the video: that’s usualty good advice for my block- 
buster: and it is here. Don’t waste your feet or eyes, your barg- 
ing or head-dodging skills too much on the earlier rooms, where 
everyone always gets dogged. Proceed, fairly directly, past the 
first garden scenes, past the many views of Charing Cross Bridge 
and the several views of the Houses of Parliament. They’ve got 
their points, I know, and it’s nice that Monet was a lover of our 
London fogs, but there’s much intensive viewing ahead. Keep 
moving, until you hit ponds. 

I mean, specificalty, not the pretty delicate, circular and rather 
^th-centuiy-looking water-lilies pictures, but those in the next 
.£om, the more graphic and lurid ones, that somewhat suggest 
Edvard Munch. It's true we've just skipped almost half the shout 
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but since almost the whole point of it is the last works, and since 
these lily pictures are first drafts for those infinite visions, they’re 
a good start They’re in fact very clever (maybe not a word you’d 
associate with Monet). They perform an ingenious formal meta- 
morphosis. A lot of it’s in the cropping. 

There’s no bank in view. The pictures are all water; what’s float- 
ing on it and what's reflected in it And what’s reflected is as bold- 
ty marked as what floats. Consequently they divide clearly into 
two flat, superimposed layers. It was 1907; no Western painting 
had done this before. The top layer is the water-lilies grouped 
in isolated flotillas on the pond’s surface. The layer behind is the 
upside-down reflection of two shadowy treetops, with a brighter 
sky showing between and above tie below) them. OK 

Now consider those lilies: where have you seen that forma- 
tion of shapes before in paintings? In cloud studies, most obvi- 
ously, with groups of strato-cumulus floating in a sky. And the 
upside-down trees -against-sky reflection: what does that con- 
figuration of light and dark look like? Chiefly, pictures of widen- 
ing river-mouths, or rising springs, or waterfalls dropping into 
a pod. So between fee two layers, image and shape change places. 
The water surface becomes open sky. The reflected sky becomes 
flowing water (as it were, a stream within a pond). Very neat, if 
quite subliminal, punning; but it’s the basis of the last works' deep- 
er spatial uncertainties. 

Then it's the Venice pictures, which Monet himself thought a 
bit chocolate-boxy. Then his wife died, and he painted little for 
a couple of years. Then it's 1914, and suddenly he’s painting on 
a much larger scale, and the brushworkgets magnifi ed and em- 
boldened with it Here you find the first Monet painting where 
it's natural to ask: what’s that meant to be? Monet probably 
wouldn’t have considered Water-lilies, Reflections of Weeping 
WWows (1916-19) a finish ed work. His taste was neater than ours. - 
But the point is. the space is starting to waver; the two layers - 
surface and reflection- merge in an overall milky-purple haze, 
mainly differentiated by rhythm and direction of brushstroke. 

The most visionary images follow, ground-level views of the 
Rose Garden, and the Japanese Bridge with its overgrown 
canopy, where foliage burns in knotty, fireball coagulations of re- 
alty thick paint, and the colours are frankly off the walL A cou- 
ple of these pictures may indeed register a disturbance in Monet's 
ctdour vision, due to ca t aract trouble. But he knew the colours 
of the world and he paints well enough for this still to be a doubt- 
ful explanation. 

And now Fm hurrying to the Grandes Decorations in the last 
room, the giant lity-pond panoramas, two metres high, as much 
as six. metres wide. Monet here develops tins single motif into 
a space that’s not abstract, but that resumes the whole of na- 
ture, with all nature’s modes and elements in its r epert o ire. It 
can do boiling sunsets, lush meadow, dense mists, swelling ocean, 
pouring imn. the seabed These amazmg vistas disorient and dig- 





solve between surface, depth, distance, atmosphere, flux, sus- 
pension, void They put the viewer on the spot 

For if you imagine what viewing conditions the pictures de- 
mand you see how odd they are. Size-wise, they look like pub- 
lic art made to adorn a space with big walls, the sort of space 
you couldnt hope to have to yourself. Baton the other band tbityre 
not for public viewing at all, not for sharing, or having an inter- 
esting discussion about in front of. The point of their size is the 
total immersion of the single viewer There's this enormous 
panorama - for your eyes only. Think of mad King Ludwig hav- 
ing a full-dress performance olLohengrin staged for him alone, 
an audience of one: that's about the size of the anomaly. 

It might be simpler to say cinema. In the cinema, all audiences 
are audiences of ones. And when you enter the room, and see 
facing you the marvellous Water-lily Pond from New York, you 
may not think it, but your body knows at once what you’re look- 
ing at a wide screen. And as with a big movie, the impact is both 
overpowering and empowering. The vision is all yours to lose your- 
self in. But unlike a cinema, these paintings have only one true 
viewpoint -centre -in front of where the real depths sink in, with 
the encompassing vista balanced either side of you, and the pic- 
tures have to be hung at eye-leveL You probably want to walk to 
and fro, approaching the canvas, backing off. But you don't want 
company you want communion. There’s no business so seffcen- 
tred as self-loss. 

Monet of course, had bigger ideas about encompassing the 
viewer, and they’re partly realised at the Orangerie in Paris. Per- i 
sonally, Fve never thought this attempt.at surround-vision real- . 
ty worked Therefore Tm against the RA's imitating it by i 
putting its five panoramas all round the walls of a single, rela- 
tively small room. They need, ideally, one-to-one viewing. They 
need realistically as mucb space as possible, say a room each. 
(And Tm sorry to say the RA has actually taken three rooms out 
of circulation, for sponsors’ parties^ 

The experience, if you can get it is the meaning They’re not 
about anything Fve made it sound rather spiritual, and that’s 
all right if you see that with this art the analogy can go either 
way - with the spiritual perhaps only a metaphor for the senso- 
ry. Or no distinction need be made. Monet once said he wanted 
a buoy for his coffin, to bob on the sea-surface eternally. But per- 
haps a better image for how the viewer is involved is the Bud- 
dhist idea of breaking the bottle, blending the water it contains 
with the ocean it’s floating in. 

Though I suppose, by the time you've squeezed your way 
through to the last room of “Monet in the 20th Century” you’ll 
already know that feeling pretty welL 

•Monet fn tire 20th Century*, Royal Academy t, Pic ca dilly, Lon- 
don, W I; every day, to IB April; admission £9, concessions £6, 
0271-3005000 
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Banana battles 


Sir Deborah Orr ("Don’t bend to 
the Americans", 15 January) 
asserts that the banana dispute 
has united the European Union. I 
wish that that were the case. 

There are remaining tensions 
between member states which 
want to buy bananas from our 
traditional suppliers and others 
which would prefer to open up the 
market and improve access for 
dollar bananas from Latin 
American countries. 

The EU has for many years 
supported our traditional suppliers 
in the Caribbean by offering terras 
of trade which give them the 
chance to prosper through their 
own efforts rather than someone 
etse's aid US banana companies, in 
particular Chiquita, are determined 
to tlireaten a system which 
presents no threat to them but, if 
removed would destroy small 
banana fanners in the Caribbean. 

The World TVade Organisation 
ruled against the European 
Union's banana regime some 
months ago and so a new system 
was devised However, the US 
maintains that the new regime is 
still incompatible with the rules 
and has invoked article 301 of the 
US Thade Act, which provides for 
unilateral action. 

In the meantime we continue to 
wait for a r uling on the new regime 
from the WTO. If the worst 
happens and the EU fails what will 
BiU Clinton do? Is he proposing a 
massive aid package to assist 
efforts to diversify and maintain 
economic stability? Should we wait 
to see the banana industry 
disappear and then work out how 
to deal with the resulting disaster? 
GLENYS KINNOCK (MEP) 

(South Wales East Labour) 
Brussels 


Sir At least one newspaper in the 
UK is less than enthusiastic 
about the hegemonist 
shenanigans ot the Americans. 

The German market for 
bananas, now much the largest in 
the EU. is however almost entirely 
for dollar bananas, due, as 
Deborah Orr says, to the protocol 
to the treaty of Rome, signed by 
Germany in 1957. Adenauer 
wanted to avoid iL But the 
Americans exercised maximum 
pressure and he had to yield 

There was thus established in 
Germany a taste for these 
bananas, strengthened by the 
addition of East Germany in 1989. 
But is it not high time that the 
whistle was blown? 

Germans who have bad the 
chance to sample other sorts of 
bananas are enthusiastic about 
them, more especially since 
information campaigns have 
revealed the inhuman conditions 
in which dollar bananas are 
harvested chemically treated and 
made uniform. 

Professor Dr JOSEF 
ELFENBEIN 
Mainz, Germany 


Peer pressure 
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national affairs will be aware that 
their deliberations are on 
sufferance to the electorate, 
representing the ultimate 
authority of a working democracy. 
GEOFFREYWG MUNNERY 
The Referenda Society 
Newark. Nottinghamshire 


Sir The words "abolish the 
hereditary peers" are much used. 
The hereditary peers are not being 
abolished, only their right to sit, 
speak and vote in the upper house. 
The peers will simply return to their 
country estates and continue to 
throw a much-needed splash of 
somewhat eccentric colour on to 
our social tapestry 
MICHAEL WRIST-KNUDSEN 
Ely, Cambridgeshire 


Sir. Confronted by the pitfalls of 
Lords reform, the Government 
seeks a time-honoured escape 
route - appointment of a Royal 
Commission. We could find 
ourselves saddled with a 
debased and supine Commons, 
dominated by an overweening 
executive, with an ersatz upper 
house attempting to acquire the 
gravitas of its predecessor. 

The alternative is to follow the 
precedent set by Sweden and 
be: -mark since 19-15. and New 
Zealand since 1950. by abolishing 
ti’.e upper house. This would require 
introduction of direct democracy - as 
an essential constitutional initiative 
to provide oversight on the 
legislature and the right of veto on 
constitutional change. And at the 
heart of direct democracy lies the 
right of referendum. 

As the jurist A V Dicey opined, 
tiie referendum gives "formal 
acknowledgement of the doctrine 
which lies at the basis of English 
democracy - that law depends at 
bottom for its enactment on the 
consent of the nation as 
represented by the electors". In a 
unicameral parliament those 
entrusted with deliberating on 


Sir Can anyone explain why 
anything other than a completely 
elected replacement for the 
House of Lords is even an option 
for consideration? 

PELHAM BARTON 
Birmingham 


Sir Of course there is rationing in 
the Health Service (leading artide, 
19 January). From waiting lists - 
whether for operations, out- 
patients, ancillary services or even 
primary care- to rationing of drugs 
(Viagra, Interferon or whatever), it 
must be obvious to anyone with a 
grain of common sense. 

Why, then, can it not be openly 
admitted to? We supposedly live in 
a democratic sodety. If the 
population want a fully-funded 
health service, let it be voted for 
with all the facts and expenses 
laid on the table, not hidden 
behind the mask of political 
rhetoric or surreptitiously 
devolved to local Primary Care 
Groups for them to shoulder the 
burden of responsibility. 
DrNJMORISON 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 


Dur ham, handled 3,772 calls. 
During the sam e period last 
month, partly because of flu and a 
meningitis scare, the number was 
8,492. Despite this increase in call 
volume, our hospital referral rate 
fell to 5.25 per cent and we 
managed, through having extra 
doctors and staff working, to 
sustain our nor mal high-quality 
response times. 

We have an ageing population. 
Expectations are rising ahead of 
investment in healthcare; 
continued NHS modernisation and 
increased investment are 
essential or crises are inevitable. 
Dr KEVIN McKENNA 
Medical Director 
Northern Doctors Urgent Care 
Arlington. Northumberland 


Graceful exit 


Lone voice 


High cost of health 


Sin M C Fitzpatrick (letter, 18 
January) refers to the accountancy 
argument between Labour and the 
Conservatives as to who made the 
bigger annual percentage increase 
in the NHS budget This sterile 
argument enables politicians of 
both parties to deflect us away 
from the real debate. 

It is time that Labour (and the 
Conservatives) were asked how 
they explain the differences in 
healthcare spending per head of 
population between die UK at £779 
per year as compared with Italy 
(£941), France (£1.222). and 
Germany (£1,333)? 

If this enormous discrepancy is 
not to be made up through 
general taxation, when will the 
politicians consider some other 
system of funding - perhaps along 
the lines of the German model of 
a range of health insurance 
schemes whose premiums are set 
by central government? 

Dr GERALD de LACEY 
London Wll 


Sir A great deal of comment has 
appeared in your columns on the 
ailments affecting the NHS over 
the Christinas period. Some have 
suggested' that GPs and GP co- 
operatives were responsible for 
increased admission rates to 
hospitals. Some even blamed 
patients for being “wimps". 

Between Christmas Day and 
the end of New dear’s Day 1997. 
our GP co-operative, which 
supports out-of-hours care in 
Northumberland and north 


Sir As an emergency case who as 
just spent five days in Shrewsbury 
Hospital as a National Health 
Service patient 1 can tell you the 
attention I received was 
extraordinarily courteous, caring, 
cheerful and professional, and all 
of this while under considerable 
and relentless, pressure. If we 
want to keep this extraordinary 
service intact this windbag - 
government needs to pay our. 
nurses more, now. 

TIM CRAIG 
Oswestry. 

Shropshire 


Sir Ibope Paddy Ashdown’s 
graceful indeed fragrant, 
resignation from party leadership 
and Parliament will not lead 
journalists to a rash of “nothing 
became him like his end”, as 
though he were a Richard HI, or 
Sidney Carton. 

What does become Paddy 
Ashdown is the 11 years of endless 
goodwill he has shown in the 
difficult role of leader of the 
smallest of the main parties. We are 
losing a fresh face, an attractive 
and worthwhile political agenda, 
and a very good human being from 
our most public forum. 

I do not for a minute believe the 
wider world has lost 

Instead of bumping into him 
only on an Alpine ski slope on one 
of his and Jane's hurried escapes 
(yes. I got lost and yes, he sent 
Archie Kirkwood back to find me) 
1 now expect to bump into him in 
the Balkans, in Sierra Leone, in 
Afghanistan, in Algeria, in Sudan, 
in Sri Lanka - indeed, 
everywhere his and Jane 
Ashdown’s talents can be 
brought into play to construct 
dialogue, pursue the good path, 
and bring people together for the 
common good 
LESLEY ABDELA 
London Wl 


Free World Service 


Sir: I was intrigued to read that 
Jonathan Aitken once likened 
himself to a young meteor. A 
meteor, after all is an object 
which burns away to nothing as 
it crashes to earth. 

JONATHAN WALLACE 
JVetrcastle upon Tyne 


in Brief 


Sin With ail those who regard 
perjury by the President of the 
United States of America as a 
mere peccadillo apply the 
standard to Jonathan Aitken? 
J B GRESHAM 
Southport. Merseyside 


January) showed many dead 
bodies in Kosovo. They were a 
horrendous sight, especially as 
the outside world seems so 
impotent to better the 
situation. However, when a clip 
was to be shown about cruelty 
to animals, Trevor McDonald 
warned viewers that they 
might be offended by the sight! 
DAVTD T EVANS 
London SE10 


Sin What a strange situation. 
News at Ten last night <19 


Sin Your most punctual of 
readers will know that 
Greenwich, specifically 


Greenwich Mean Time, has not 
been the reference for time for 
several decades (letter. 20 
January). Civil time in most 
countries is now based oo UTC 
(Co-ordinated Universal Time) 
maintained by atomic clocks 
world-wide which are accurate 
to better than one second in 
1000,000 years. GMT can 
deviate from UTC by several 
tenths of a second. It is the 
National Physical Laboratory 
at Teddington which maintains 
UTC in the UK Perhaps we 
should mark the start of the 
millennium at Teddiogton. 
STUART POLUTT 
London TWll 


Kosovo stalemate 
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9-30 Rhonda 


SfcWUBam Burns questions the 


dealing with the tyrannies of 
Saddam Hussein and Slobodan 
Milosevic detteq 20 January). Well, 
lam prepared to stick my neck out 
and state the obvious: Saddam isa 
Mustimand Slob is noL 
MEHMET CENKTAS 
LondonN21 


Sir: By the early 1960s, Dadie 
Hylands’ declamatory style as a 
Cambridge University lecturer 
had ceased to be fashionable 
(Obituary, 20 January). As an 
undergraduate actor with the 
Marlowe Society which he had so 
famously founded, I decided out of 
a mixture of curiosity and respect 
to attend one of his lectures. 

Arriving five minutes late, I saw 
through the glass roundel in the 
lecture-theatre door that the ©neat 
man was already in foil spate. I 
opened the door and entered ah 
otherwise completely empty room. 

Though there had been no 
students to address. Dr Hylands, a 
professional to the last, had started 
his lecture on time and was already 
five minutes into his argument 
when I arrived. He continued to 
thunder quotations from 
Shakespeare at' full voice to me, his 
only listener till exactly five 

minutes to the houi; when he 
gathered up his mites, nodded to the 
room in general, and made his exit 
NICHOLAS TRESHJAN 
London Wl 


Sir I agr ee that the only solution to 
stop the killing of civilians in 
Kosovo is for “negotiations tobe 
forced by a stalemate” (leading . T .' 
artide, 20 January). 

However your idea of a j 

stalemate being imposed by . 

ground troops “securing the 
separation of combatants” is . . 

unlikely to materialise; in both 
Bosnia and Iraq, no country was 
g irling to contribute such troops. 

A stalemate in Kosovo may 
instead be achieved by balancing 
the milit ary forces of the 
combatants. This can be done by 
pursuing a “degrade and diminish’’ 
policy similar to the one applied 
against Iraq last month. 

An unrelenting campaign, via 
Western air power; against the 
Serbs’ military machine, 
ammunition depots and weapons 

industry can degrade Milosevic’s . ^ 

equity far razing villages and A’. : 

perpet rating farther massacres. 
DrSALAHEZZ 
Cairo 


No champagne here 


Sin Citizens of other countries 
value the BBC World Service more 
than we do (“ ‘Foolish’ BBC 
accused of destroying World 
Service” 19 January). 

The Communist coup in 
Portugal some years ago was 
preceded by an attempted coup, 
with firing at night In the morning, 
I asked a colleague in Lisbon for . 
the news. He replied: “The local 
news service had government 
propaganda, so I tuned into the 
BBC World Service, for their local 
correspondent'’ That colleague 
was Dutch and his views were 
echoed by all the Portuguese I met 
that day. 

We should be spending more, 
□ot less. This priceless asset 
should be released from financial 
dependency on die Foreign Office, 
which has its own agenda. 
WRHAINES 
Copthome, Cheshire 


SriKenIiringstone( u Atoa5tto ... 
champagne socialists”, 20 
Jannaiy) misses the point 

As one who managed quite well 
in nine years in Farfiament^pfive 
on the average sMUed Worteris; 
wage, I enjoyed life. Including “a , - 
glass of wine”, and sometimes, 

Ken, even with cheese! But I 
enjoyed it to toe same extent as 
toe Coventry people I represented 
then (and again, now do) -no -.•* 
more, no less. IYe always tivediri. • 

the area I represent, shopped at 

toe same shops, paid toe same 
bilte, and enjoyed the same 
holidays as the people who sent me 
to Westminster. 

I did that not because I prefer a 
“hair shirt" but because living on 
an average wage is the best way to 
prevent toe almost inevitable 
absorption of an Establishment 
outlook which parliamentary - 
lifestyle is designed to produce, 
neutering any radical, socialist 
feelings MPs once might have had. 
A casual glance at the Cabinet . 
proves the point 

We will always have Labour . . 
representatives coming under the 
sway of big business unless they 
have the lifestyle of ordinary 
Labour voters. As the Clydeside 
hero and Marxist of 80 years ago, 
John McLean, famously said: “Rise 
with your class, not out of it” 
Councillor DAVE NELLIST 
Coventry \ : , r 
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Warm beer Britain 


Sin William Hague has said that. 
Britain is no longer a country of 
sleepy villages and friendly vicars. 

Wefl, itisherel __ 

The Rev STEPHEN LEEKE 
Rector (tfWarboys with Broughton 
and Bury with Wistow 
Cambridgeshire 
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Vote for your favourite war in this last year of the century 


THE MILLENNIUM Poll Bug is 
now raging out of control, it seems. 
This is the bug which infects the 
media and causes them to organ- 
ise polls to decide the Sporting Per- 
sonality of the Last 1,000 Years, the 
Poem ofthe Century toe Man of the 
Millennium and so on. Unless I 
imagined it Radio 4 has already de 
cided that William Shakespeare is 
tile man of the millennium, which 
is not bad for someone who may not 
even hare written his own plays, 
and Radio 2 is now asking listen- 
ers to vote for the Song of the Cen- 
tury, and... 

Well as you can imagine, it 
doesn't stop there. For those of you 
who enjoy voting in such things, and 
don't mind haring a huge phone tnU, 
1 am bringing you a round-up of 
some of toe various polls being con- 
ducted in this last year of toe cen- 


tury (or. for those of you who can 
add up properly the last but one 
year of toe century.) 


War Of The Millennium 
The magazine Military Monthly is 
organising a poll among its read- 
ers to decide which is their 
favourite war of all time. They will 
vote on the grounds of technical ex- 
citement and strategic brilliance, 
as well as on mere death rates and 
casualty figures. The shortlist in- 
cludes the American Civil War. the 
English Civil Wan Napoleon’s cam- 
paigns, the Hundred Years War and 
the Schleswig-Holstein War. This 
last is almost unknown to English 
readers, but it was thought politic 
to include a war which the Ger- 
mans actually won. Amazingly: the 
Great War is not on toe shortlist 
Too boring, say the experts. 


Dish of the Century 
The periodical of the catering in- 
dustry, Catering Times, has de- 
cided to open a poll for the dish 
which has been most significant for 
the business in the last 100 years. 

“This is nothing to do with 
cooking," declares the .editor. 
“Cooking and catering are two 
quite separate activities. What we 
want to do is nominate the dish 
which has made mass catering 
most viable and indeed profitable 
in this century 

"Some dishes have gone en- 
tirety out of fashion and are no 
longer seal, such as Rum Baba, but 
that doesn't disqualify them in the 
long run." 

The short list is as follows: 

Prawn Cocktail. Chicken Kiev. 
Black Forest Gateau. Individual 
Steak and Kidney Pudding, Rump 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Or, for those of you 
who can add up properly, 
the last but one year 
of the century 


Secondhand Book of tbe Century 
A campaign mounted by Pare 
Books Monthly to find toe most 
popular secondhand book of all 
time. “Or do we mean the most un- 
popular?" says editor Paul Chieve- 
lv. "After all books commonly found 
in secondhand bookshops might be 
the ones that people most want or 
tcy might be the ones that people 
never want to buy and only want to 
sell." Among the front runners are 
WhytheSecandWoridVi^uMnot 
Happen (1939, Daify Express Pub- 
lications), Julian Lloyd Webber's 
travels with his cello, TheBUlericay 
Nobody Knows , The Good Food 
Guide of 1959 and anything by Sir 
Walter Scott 


on what they think is the foremost 
fashion accessory of the last 100 
years, and informed sources say 
that lipstick and eyeliner are way 
out ahead so far, but that there is 
still time for compact and powder 
puff to make a comeback. 


cold, or syphilis, or even pneumo- 
nia. I think you’ll find theyil pickup 
votes quicker than Aids will * 


Cliche of the Century 

The Oxford University Press have 


Steak. Minestrone Soup. Tframisu, 
Rum Baba. Coq au vin. Coloured 
sorbets 


Accessory of the Century 
Cosmetic Quarterly has been 
polling its readers for a year now 


Disease of the Millennium 
The Lancet, the BMJ and several 
other medical mags are c ombining 
to vote for the disease which, in toe 
opinion of doctors, has most suc- 
cessfully resisted efforts to cure it 
One might think that Aids would be 
the front runner, but by medical 
standards this is apparently still a 
pretty untried ailment “If we find 
a cure in the next few years. Aids 
will be seen not to have the stay- 
ing power of something like TB. or 
malaria," says one of the organis- 
m's. “Don’t forget the common 


uccu uinvasstug experts lor 
what they consider to be toe most 
wer-used expressions in English 
in toe last 100 years. “We would Eke 
to have made it Cliche of the Mi i- 
lennium," says a spokesman, “but 

DP ran ATlltT mnnm. u 11 L, . 



began is one of our favourite 
cliches, incidentally. . 

Other dicfaesjostlhg for toe top 

spot are “best thing since sliced 
bread," “the new rock'n'roll” and 
Don’t mind if I do*. 


Wore Polls of the Millennium 
coming soonl 
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True public service 
means giving time 
as well as money 

THE DECLINE in charitable giving, both of time and 
money, is not just a technical phenomenon, another per- 
nicious side effect of the National Lottery - althou gh it 
. is that too. It goes to the soft centre of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Third Way. Philanthropic donations and vo luntar y 
work are central to any meaningful notion of “commun- 
ity”, as Tbny Blair acknowledged yesterday. In a thought- 
ful speech to. the National Council of Voluntary 
Organisations, he criticised the cynical view that the only 
thing that motivates people is the desire to acquire 
power; wealth and material possessions for themselves. 
“If everyone shared that first-past-tbe-post, me, my, mine 
philosophy, then there really would be no such thing as 
society." This is but the latest echo of one of Margaret 
Thatcher’s most famous formulations. And yet the point 
she was frying to make in that famous Mrman’s Own inter- 
view was much closer to Mr Blair’s thinking than either 
of them might admit, because the decline in the idea of 
community service goes rather deeper than the “me and 
mine" philosophy of the yuppie Eighties. It has also been 
undermined by the idea that many welfare functions are 
the responsibility of the state. Mrs Thatcher was railing 
against the idea that if people failed to bring up children 
properly or turned to crime, it was “all the fault of 
society”. She was appealing like Mr Blah; for a restor- 
ation of a sense of individual duty towards others. 

: Where this present Prime Minister has a potential 
advantage over his predecessor is that her philosophy with 
its simplistic reliance on the notion that people pursue 
only their economic self-interest, offered no explanation 
as to why they should give money away or wort for free 
—“no such thing as altruism’', as she might have said. 

: Mr Blah; an the other hand, has always espoused a polit- 
ical vision which recognises that people fulfil themselves 
in their relations with others, and that indivi dual success 
is unsatisfying unless it is accompanied by a sense of 
belonging to a successful community. 

However, the trend away from charitable giving and vol- 
untary work is not going to be reversed unless the Gov- 
ernment changes the incentives that influence human 
behaviour, and triesto change our national culture. That 
means American-style tax breaks for charitable giving - 
to accompany the overhaul of the legal definition of char- 
itable objects that is currently under way. And it means 
changes in the tax system, beyond the current give-as- 
you-eam and bequest schemes, to encourage people to 
devote more time to voluntary work and public service. 
Employers should have more incentives to employ more 
peopi& more part-tiipe and flexible workers, rather than 
simply to work existing staff for longer hours. 

These incentives should both encourage and reinforce 



cultural changes, in which both the Government and the 
NCVO should take leading roles- We need to get away from 
a situation in which it is easier to raise money for guide 
dogs for the blind than it is to raise money to help blind 
people more generally. This reflects the fundraiser’s 
dilemma, which is that it is always easier to raise money 
for specific causes that mate a measurable, short-term 
difference. That again, of course, reflects too narrow a view 
of charity, as an obligation that is discharged simply by 
giving money. The Prime Minister was right yesterday to 
call for a broader notion of public service, which involves 
giving time as wen as money. “A folly employed society,” 
he said, “is one where everyone contributes all their tal- 
ents through the things they do -paid or unpaid - in the 
service of others. A society in which, when people ask you, 
“What do you do?’, it's not justyour job that you mention." 

It is a fine ideal, a fitting softening of the stridency of 
“no such thing as society”. But it will require consistent 
action from the Government to turn it into reality. 


Flying in the face 
of the free market 

THERE ARE, sadly, many candidates for the title of “most 
fixed market in Britain”. Agriculture springs to mind, as 
does the new car trade. But in terms of its stubbornness 
and blatancy, air travel has always been a prime contender 
for the award. Fresh revelations about the behaviour of 
our leading airline may just have clinched it The wonder 
is that the relevant competition authorities seem so unable 
- or unwilling - to do much about it 

The “back-door" fare increases now being planned 
show that the airlines are still unashamed about fixing 
artificially high fares. British Airways has always been an 
aggressive player. But this move is startling in its audacity, 
even for this company. 

lb take one small example, if you want to fly from 


Heathrow to Jersey, say, you have no choice but to use BA, 
and from April you will have to pay an extra £7.70 for the 
trip, supposedly to cover extra tax. But the problems do 
not end there. Heathrow airport is the most sought after 
in the world. Every airline on the planet is desperate for 
“slots" to land here. But the Bermuda Agreements that 
have governed Anglo-American air travel since the For- 
ties limit the airlines that can fly transatlantic from Heath- 
row to just two on each side: BA and Virgin from the UK, 
American and United from the US. Cities such as Las \fegas 
are crying out for direct links from London, and many air- 
lines are teen to serve it, but the bilateral agreement does 
not allow new entrants. Any new slots that do become avail- 
able are usually carved up. This stymies competition and 
innovation. 

By most standards, we enjoy a relatively deregulated 
market But the big players have too much power. Passen- 
gers get a raw deal. If the Government and the European 
Commission fail to act, well know who realty rules the skies. 




As Mr Ashdown quits, will his 
party disappear into oblivion? 


the BIGGEST tribute to Paddy Ash- 
down is that such important questions 
harebeenraisedbyhte impending d&- 
partira. They are questions which go 

- - to foe heart of government ^ What hap- 

--- -' Tif- pens to relations between his party 

~ 7" and Labour? How will the promised 
referendum on electoral reform be 

_ affected? What future win there be for 

.• r the Lih/Lab Cabinet committee? 

- \ Compare these questions with 

• ; those at the time when Ashdown's 

: 4 most recent predecessors arsncxmced 

_ . their resignations. Speculation after 

J. * tte departure a£ Jeremy 

- 1970s centred on his own personal fo- 

* ' . . ' tore, a male model and a deceased 

- dog. The party had become so irrel- 
evant, the main area of contention in 
its subsequent leadership contest 

Q-iniJ i - was over whether one of the candi- 
..ryj peer D* ".T dates, John Pardoe, had been the ben- 

efidmy <rf a hafr transplant. 

• \ . £} Da 1988, when David Steel walked 

away from the debris of the SDP/Ub 
Alliance, the main question being 
asked was whether the Liberals could 
survive at alL What is more, Steel ma- 
noeuvred in the 1980s, when the po- 
litical dimate was for more conAirive 
to a third party with Labour and the 
Tories vacating the centre ground. 
Ashdown foced the posabDity of being 
swallowed alive by New Labour’s 
d a«h to the “radical centre”. 

Instead, it years after his leader- 
ship began, Ashdown marches off 
stage to the drumbeat of those flat 
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suggest also that be is leaving behind 
much unfinished business. For how- 
ever big they are in relation to the 


future pattern of British politics, they 
remain unresolved Even more tan- 
talising, Ashdown’s departure risks 
a resolution which he will find hard 
to stomach. 

Without bis guiding hand, the 
chances of a return to traditional 
tribal politics are increased During 
the nod six months, he will work hard 
to avoid such an outcome, but the mo- 
mentum is moving away already from 
toe Ashdown vision of greater co-op- 
eration between his party and New 
Labour: Ebr the visionis dependent on 
electoral reform. 

More immediately, Ashdown's in- 
terim form of constructive opposition 
needs the promise of a referendum in 
the near foture to keep his waxy col- 
leagues on board As I wrote on Mon- 
day, even Lord Jenkins puts, the 
chazices of a plebiscite within five 
years as under 50/50: It is for from 
dear that a poQ would be winnabie 
even then. Without electoral reform, 

co-operative pofitks has limited short- 
term value. R>r in reality parliamen- 
tary arithmetic dictates the attitude 
of parties towards each other When 
a governing party needs supportin the 
Commons, tribal instincts evaporate 
surprisingly quickly. Even John 
Prescott would hdd the hand of his op- 
posite number in the Lib Dems if the 
survival of the Government was at 
stake. Similarly. John Major was for- 
ever poinii^ whisky down the throats 
of Lib DemMPs as he sought support 
over the Maastricht legzslation. 

But Major’s parliamentary night- 
mare was a rare one. Nearty always 
toe first-past-the-post system will de- 
liver one party a.toumping majority. 



STEVE 

Richards 

His vision is depedent 
on electorcd reform , but 
the momentum towards 
such reform has stopped 

indeed much time is wasted daring 
election campaigns speculating on 
what might happen in a hung parlia- 
ment when there has been onty one 
since the Second World Wai; in Feb- 
ruary 1974. Yet such an unlikely sce- 
nario was Ashdown’s onty .hope of a 
coafition in 1997, and would be ff he had 
dung on until toe next election. 

In my view, electoral reform is 
less Efeety now than it has been for 
many years. Last November; the 
Jenkins Report bad toe potential to 
mate great hist o rical waves, ft did oot 
Instead, the elegant words were the 
equivalent of pebbles causing a few 
ripples, before being brushed aside by 
a much bigger gust from a different 
(Erection. In Labour’s ranks, the first- 
past-the-posters are smiling, looking 
forward to further vindication when 

PRm theFnrn dictio ns g iTirrmpr 


loses them more seats than would 
have been toe case otherwise. Even 
senior Labour supporters of elec- 
toral reform are not especially keen 
on Jenkins’ proposals. “1 would sup- 
port toe Alternative vote, butnot this 
messy compromise’', is a common re- 
action. The momentum towards elec- 
toral reform has gone into reverse. 

This, combined with toe related fac- 
tor of Blair’s continuing equivocation 
on the issue, wQl encourage the trib- 
aiist instincts of toe Lib Dems. Such 
instincts are far greater than those in 
the souls of many Labour tradition- 
alists, as anyone who attends their 
party conferences win testify. 

I remember reporting their 1992 
conference in Harrogate, following the 
Tories’ fourth election win in a row. Be- 
fore the conference, Ashdown had 
raised, very tentatively the prospect 
of co-operating with other parties in 
the light of the Conservatives’ ap- 
parent invincibility. Activist after ac- 
tivist stood up to declare their horror 
at such a prospect, insisting that the 
party’s national objective should be to 
form the next government It was toe 
same sort of horror expressed by 
some of them when the joint Cabinet 
committee was formed. 

Tbo many liberal Democrats man- 
age to combine self-righteousness 
and naivete in equal measure. It is a 
mirade Ashdown has taken them as 
for as he lias. 

It is quite possible that they win pick 
a leader now who will take them to 
the promised land of indignant impo- 
tence. Such a strategy would be a big 
mistake. A senior cabinet minister; 
one of those rare figures in Blair’s 


Government who is supportive of 
closer co-operation, told me that “the 
gloves would be off and the liberals 
annihilated" if a new leader reverted 
to the old tribalism. 

At the moment, with New Labour 

still dominant in the polls, it is the T,ih 

Dems who risk being marginalised. 
New Labour alone would become 
Blair's vehicle for toe realignment of 
British politics. But before most of the 
cabinet rubs its hands in glee at such 
a prospect, ministers should con- 
template their rather emptier lives in 
the 1980s. It is not just the liberal De- 
mocrats who have much to lose by 
ditching the Blair/Ashdown strategy 
During the long years of opposition, 
the third party was effectively part of 
an anti-Labour coalition, rather than 
an anti-Tory one. Michael Foot and 
Neil Kjxmodt were attacked on two 
fronts, ty the Conservative and the 
Alliance. They never stood a chance. 

There will come a time when this 
Government is unpopular; and when 
the Conservatives come to their sens- 
es. Labour could face such an assault 
again, if the centre-left finds itself oc- 
cupied once more by two parties 

fi ghting Mrh Othec. 

There are pointers to suggest that 
the Blair/Ashdown strategy is still on 
course. But I suspect the moment 
has passed. Already, too many min- 
isters have forgotten what it was like 
to lose elections, while on the national 
stage too many Liberal Democrats 
prefer the purity of opposition to the 
whiff of power: 

Steve Richards is political editor of 
the ‘New Statesman* 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“Tfou have to pray daily, light a candle - get down on your 
knees - as for as the prisons are concerned.” 

Jack Straw, 

Home Secretary 

T hought for the pay 

"It is easier to forgive an enemy than to forgive a friend.” 
WStiam Blake, 

British poet 
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''■ '.-j-JL'J: WHAT REALLST happened last 
week at Racak, where 45 
^ people were found dead? Alb- 
. antaiT w itnesses claim it was a 


the rondusaons drawn by those 
leading investigations into this 
matter; the Racak massacre re- 

veals that toe hope of having 

•odd-blooded massacre of un- readied a satisfactory a ira n ge- 


■ f v;. : .cold-blooded massacre or un- 
•' ■'./farmed dvifians. The Serbs af- 
firm that the victims' were KLA 
. mffitantS- Onty an international 

Inquiry; above all suspicion, 
- • will resolve this puzzle. The 
problem, though, is that the 
Belgrade authorities have not 
even mice showed themselves 
as being co-operative in this 
affair But why not?Whatever 


y % l 


meat regarding toe Kosovar 
crisis was an illusory one. 
LeMonde;. 

THEINTERNAnONAUSATION 
of toe Kosovar problem was a 
chance for toe Serbs. The ob- 
servers deployed should have 
enabled toesigqifinsion of com- 
bat and a dimate essential to 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
French opinon on the massacre of Kosovans 
at Racak by the Serbian security forces 


the construction of a solution 
to the Kosovar problem. That 
dmnce has been compromised. 
Will we ever save toe Serbian 
nation from its own demons? 
LeFigaro 


THERE IS no doubt thata mas- 
sacre took place at Bacak and 
that toe massacre was toe 
work of the Serbian police. But 
what was its precise nature? 
■Was it an act erf war? The act 


of soldiers who lost control? Or 
perhaps simply the cold- 
blooded execution of civilians? 
Should we want to sway opin- 
ion in the direction of the last 
suggestion, was the Kosovar 
liberation Anqy on toe scene? 
Since the massacre the media 
has attempted in all honesty to 
reply to these questions. Was 
toe massacre premeditated, 
or was it precipitated on toe 
ground? The bizarre nature of 
its chronology and contra- 
dictory witness statements 


have fanned the flames of sus- 
picion. But in this filthy war 
over Kosovo, either hypothesis 
would make sense. The Serbian 
forces have never distin- 
guished themselves with a 
respect for the Geneva con- 
vention and have always been 
ready to organise a civilian 
massaoe to terrorise the Alb- 
anians. But the KLA, organ- 
isation of steel is also well 
able to "arrange" truth to sway 
international opinion. 
Liberation 
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PANDORA 


CONSENSUS POLITICS may 
have passed on with the 
retirement of Paddy 
Ashdown, but the word is that 
his successor may be 
selected by mutual 
agreement The race between 
Messrs Campbell, Harvey 
Hughes and Kennedy will be 
something of steeplechase 
with a photo finish according 
to insiders. The gang of four, 
(who may be joined by 
Taunton MP Jackie Ballard 
as the token woman 
candidate) will whittle down 
to three when Menzies 
Campbell bows out early and 
throws his weight behind 
Charles Kennedy. Into the 
final straight will go Nick 
Harvey and Kennedy, buoyed 
by their connection to the teh 
Dem strongholds of the West 
Country and Scotland 
respectively. At this point, the 
parly strategists say Harvey 
and Kennedy will come to a 
gentleman's agreement. One 
source told Pandora “its got 
to be Charlie”. But however 
Kennedy may enjoy the thrill 
of the chase, will he have the 
stomach for the poisoned 
chalice? 


THERE WAS some 
consternation this week at a 
celebration marking the 
first ever appearance of the 
Bolshoi Opera in Britain. 
The evening, held at the 
Russian embassy in 
London, witnessed a 
cultural gaffe by some of 
the assembled hacks. A 
colleague of Pandora’s 
described the scenes as the 
thirsty journos tried to 
order a vodka and tonic: 
"The poor waiters were 
dumbfounded as they tried 
to squeeze a tiny amount of 
tonic into shot glasses of 
Vodka. They couldn't 
believe that anyone would 
want to drink it any other 


PAUL ROUTLEDGE has 
accepted a job as a gossip 
columnist with Geoffrey 
Robinson's New Statesman. 
The agreement sealed 
yesterday by the editor, 
Peter Wilby, hires the 
Mirror man to pen a 
Westminster diary similar 
to the Thomas Creevey 
column Ron Hedge produced 
for The Independent on 
Sunday. Routledge's 
employment at the New 
Statesman comes despite 
the feet that his biography 
of Peter Mandelson was 
instrumental in the removal 
of both Mandelson and 
Robinson from the 
Government. Its nice to see 
that things can be forgiven 
so easily in New 
Labouriand, but surely, this 
time around, Routledge will 
have to be a bit more 
careful about which of his 
stories find themselves 
printed somewhere else. 


COMEDY’S VERY own 
investigative reporter Mark 
Thomas (pictured) can be 
seen putting Geoffrey 
Robinson through bis paces 
next week on Channel 4. The 
multi-millionaire MP receives 
a visit from Mark Thomas’ 
Comedy Product at his 
Coventry surgery. 
Unfortunately, Robinson has 
not booked a venue to see his 
constituents and resolves the 
situation by seeing them in 
the back of his chauffeur- 
driven Jaguar, “it was a very 
New Labour solution,” one of 
Thomas’ entourage told 
Pandora. 


PANDORA EAGERLY awaits 
the publication of Crime 
Weekly magazine. The new 
venture which aims for the 
Woman’s Weekly style 
readership and promises 
"Death Row interviews" has 
had its publication date put 
back. "We have been 
overwhelmed during recent 
weeks by the wealth of 
potential content and 
massive intertest in this 
subject and we need more 
time to capitalise on this 
very positive situation.'’ 
says Sally O'Sullivan of the 
publishers. Cabal 
Communications Ltd. So 
does this mean that crime 
does pay after all? 


EARLIER THIS week Paul 
Routledge was busy at a 
launch olMandy at Politico's 
bookstore in Westminster. He 
addressed the gathering in 
the form of a memo from 
Peter Mandelson. At the end 
of the memo, Routledge 
exclaimed “This was copied 
to Guardian editor Alan 
Rusbridger and Oofy ^ 

Cross-Dresser,” poking 
fen at Mandelson’s 
former aide who has la 
now surfaced at The W v 

Sun. Old Labour ■ 

warhorse Austin -• t 

Mitchell was •: 


amongst the 
crowd to offer 
his seal of 
approval on 
Mandy’s 
demise: “It 
was one huge , 
Eall for 

Mandelson and 
one great leap 
forward for the 
Labour Party.” 



AT AN event organised by the 
London First group this week 
Jeffrey Archer told Pandora 
that if the Conservative Party 
did not back him for London 
mayor he “had no right to 
stand”. However after finding 
out from an Archer aide, also 
present at the event, that Jef- 
frey's campaign now in- 
volved 12 organisers, 300 
flk people on the ground 
and the delivery of 
“hundreds of thou- 
S* f sands of leaflets" Pan- 
dora was sceptical about 
such bravado. As 
' Steven Norris, 

^ the other Tory 

•: t hopefulfor 

.5 V Mayor, put 
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So what if Jacqueline wasn’t a nun? 


THERE’S SOMETHING deeply un- 
appealing about both sides in the 
great Jacqueline du Pre row. Lined 
up on one side is the late cellist's 
family , Hilary du Pr&, her husband 
‘buffer" Finzi and her brother Piers 
du Pr& On the other is a group of 
the mngiral great and the good, Ros- 
tropovich, Pinch as Zukerman, 
Itzhak Perlman e tutti quanti. 

The cause of this spectacular 
division is a film about the late 
cellist’s life, Hilary and Jackie, and 
the memoir it is based on, A Genius 
in the Stonily. 

What has realty raised the ire is 
the riaim in the book that Jacque- 
line, after succumbing to multiple 
sclerosis, slept with “Kiffer” with Hi- 
lary’s connivance. The family de- 
scribe it as a sensitive, caring, 
honest portrait of their sister’s be- 
haviour under the appalling strain 
of an incurable disease. Her former 
colleagues say that they don’t recog- 
nise the portrait, and are trying to 
discredit the authors of the book as 
embittered failures. 

Distasteful as the whole specta- 
cle is, it has produced a few richly 
comic moments, I loved the music 
critic the other day who was caught 



Philip 

Hensher 


We want a martyr; 
and martyrs aren't bitter, 
don't behave badly, 
and they don't have sex 


fnmpiaining that the music in the 
film was merely “background wall- 
paper for a bonk stojy"; I mean, 
what did he want - a movie about 
voice-leadrDg in fugue and the tech- 
nique of spiccato bowing? Of course 
it is a human-interest story and con- 
centrates on sex, because that's 
what film does. 

The music critic of The DaQy 
Telegraph wrote a characteristi- 


cally excitable piece which came 
perilously dose to saying that the 
film was simply not true, and even 
if it was true, it wasn't “objective" , 
and even if it was objective, it ought 

not to have been made because from 

this day forwards no one will ever 
think of Jacqueline du Pr6 as a cel- 
list but just a woman who slept with 
her sister’s husband. 

The truth is that all these asser- 
tions rest on the common but in- 
correct belief that audiences are 
stupid And I don’t see it On the 
whole, audiences are more intelli- 
gent than the general run of muse 
critics, and are perfectly capable of 
bolding two beliefs about Jacqueline 
du Pre in their heads; the first is that 
she was a wonderful cellist; the sec- 
ond is that she was not a nun. They 
don't seem to me to be obviously in- 
compatible beliefs. 

And if she did sleep with her 
brother-in-law after her life had 
broken down, with the full knowl- 
edge and agreement of all con- 
cerned, it may have been reckless, 
but I can’t think it is as disgraceful 
as all that, Naturalty, when someone 
is crippled by multiple sclerosis, 
their world narrows a great deal; we 


may like to think that, in the same 
circumstances, we would sdflessty 
turn away a comforting offer of 
sexual gratification. But I dont 

think we have ary right to co mplam 

about it, or even to throw our hands 
up in horror. 

Not that the motives of the fern* 
fljy are entirety noble. The realty dis- 
likeable thing about the account is 
not the sex, but the suggestion that 
HQary was a much more talented 
musician whose career was crushed 
by her pushier sister There’s not 
much more unattractive than some- 
one muttering “I could have been a 
contender”, and the claim that 
Jacqueline du Pre was selfish and 
ambitious strikes me as simply un- 
interesting. I expect she was; most 
people are, who get as far as that 
anA devote so much energy to per- 
fecting their own talent. 

The only reason, realty this has 
aroused so much horror is that it 
clashes with a much more pervasive 
ami deplorable fiction. The banal 
myth goes something like this. First 
there was the beautiful, glamorous 
soloist married to the greatest pi- 
anist of the age. Then the tragedy 
of multiple sclerosis; then the glo- 


In China’s 


game 


pawns 


ROLL FORWARD to September 2001, 
and China is furiously lobbying 
ahead of the International Olympic 
Committee's (IOC) vote on whether 
Peking will host the 2008 summer 
games. Just as in 1993, when Peking 
narrowly failed to win the year 2000 
Olympics, China's hopes are being 
undermined by its dismal human 
rights record. So, in a final effort, 
what does Peking do? 

It is time to play the dissident 
card. Days before the IOC vote, the 
imprisoned activist Xu Wadi, by then 
57, is paroled on “medical" grounds 
from his 13-year sentence for 
“subverting state power". Or, if not 
Mr Xu, then one of the many others 
who were locked up during the 
crackdown of late 1998 and early 
1999. This week, a computer entre- 
preneur, Lin Hai. became the latest 
victim, jailed for two years for pro- 
viding Internet addresses to a US- 
based dissident m aga zin e . 

China has always used its im- 
prisoned dissidents as pawns. That 
does not always wwfc, of course. The 
release of its most famous jailed dis- 
sident Wei Jingsheng, just before the 
1993 IOC vote, failed to secure the 
2000 games. (Wei was subsequently 
rearrested.) But whether it is to 
sweeten the atmosphere before a 
state visit or to ease sentiments in 
Washington ahead of the -annual re- 
newal of China's Most Favoured 
Nation trading status. Peking reck- 
ons that it does no harm to release 
the odd well known dissident or two. 
In fact by mid-1998, after the final 
release and exQe of such well known 
dissidents as Wei Jingsheng and 
Wang Dan. China's cupboard of 
jailed high-profile “names” had 
begun to look rather bare. 

Replenishing its store of bar- 
gaining counters, however, is for 
Peking only a fortuitous by-product 
of the current crackdown. Peking's 
self-confessed rationale was given 
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POOLE 

It's time to stop hearing 
that our human rights 
dialogue unth China is 
making important strides 


this week by the Chinese Com- 
munist Party’s top law and order of- 
ficial and politburo member. Luo 
Gan, who spoke of “threats of 
possible chaos". 

He went on: “The party and state 
officials at all levels are ordered to 
exhaust all necessary means to en- 
sure political stability and crush 
crimes... All channels used by de- 
stabilising elements must be elim- 
inated”, adding that “political 
subversives", “religious sects" and 
economic crimes would all be 
targeted by Peking. 

Consider the backdrop to those 
remarks, well illustrated by just 
some of the events that have 
emerged over the past fortnight In 
Daolin township. Hunan province, at 
least 3.009 angry farmers dashed 
with police in a demonstration over 
heavy illegal taxes and duties im- 
posed by corrupt local officials. In 
Changde city also in Hunan, hun- 
dreds of state textile workers fur- 
iously demonstrated about three 
months' unpaid wages. In Zizhou 
country. Shaanxi province, more 
than 12.000 farmers are suing offi- 


cials who tried to collect illegal 
taxes. In Tianshui city, Gansu 
province, two labour rights activists 
were arrested after workers at the 
Auto Transport Company protested 
about unpaid pensions. 

The Chinese leadership is cer- 
tainly worried about the number of 
angry Chinese who are no longer 
afraid to make their voices heard. 
President Jiang Zemin knows that 
China is at its most unstable for 10 
years, despite so many aspects of life 
being unimaginably better than in 
the not-so-distant Maoist past 
This incipient instability is badty 
timed for Peking. This is because 
1999 has two high-profile anniver- 
saries: the 10th anniversary of the 
4 June Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre, which China does not intend 
to mark, and the l October 50th an- 
niversary of the Communist found- 
ing of the People's Republic of 
China, an event planned to put the 
millennium in the shade. The cur- 
rent crackdown is supposed to en- 
sure that no one spoils that party 
fbr the whole of this year; foe vice 
w 31 be tightened on perceived un- 
desirable “elements". Aside from 
locking up dissidents, a much more 
general damp-down is under way, 
extending to what Chinese news- 
papers can get away with, and at- 
tempts to impose stricter controls 
over Internet use. 

What really terrifies China is the 
economy. After mouthing intentions 
for years, the government is now 
finally turning the screws on ram- 
pant smuggling, corruption, em- 
bezzlement, illicit borrowing by state 
units, and huge outflows of illegal 
hard currency capitals. In the hope 
of preventing an economic slowdown 
and to create much-needed em- 
ployment, it claims to be pumping 
$1.2 trillion (£740bm into the econ- 
omy in a three-year infrastructure 
spending binge. 



Activists hold pictures of the Chinese dissident Xu Wenli AP 


China knows that it must run to 
stand still- Unemployment is the 
biggest challenge: attempts to sort 
out the loss-making state indus- 
tries are throwing millions on the 
scrap-heap, and last weekend the 
government admitted that some 16 
millio n people wifl be looking for jobs 
this year that do not exist 

Meanwhile, the main state banks 
may well be technically insolvent, be- 
cause too much money has already 
been poured into the black hole of 
the state sector. 

And years of unapproved foreign 
borrowing by far-flung provincial 
governments i$ starting to unravel 
most dramatically with the recent 
bankruptcy of the Guangdong Inter- 
national Trust and Investment Cor- 
poration, which amassed debts of 
$4-35bn <£2.7bn) against assets of 
$2.58bn <£1.6bm. 

In such a situation there is no 
breathing-space for dissidents. Nor 
is there any perception by the 
Peking leadership that open political 
debate and, particularly, an open 
press might have helped prevent 
many of today’s problems. Instead, 


the rounding up and jailing of dissi- 
dents, especially those, like Mr Xu, 
involved in the nascent China 
Democracy Party, illustrates 
Peking’s total intolerance of oppos- 
ition to Communist Party rule. 

Those much-touted human rights 
“dialogues" - with the US, the 
European Union, Britain and the 
United Nations, count for nothing 
when it comes to China’s treatment 
of its few dissidents. It is time to stop 
hearing from British officiafs, as we 
did repeatedly last yean about how 
our human rights dialogue with 
China is making important strides. 
Many aspects of life in China - such 
as the right to choose one’s em- 
ployment and freedom to travel- are 
moving in the right direction, but 
freedom for those outside the sys- 
tem to air their political views is not 
one of them. 

In this year of the chill, the fact 
is that the best we in Britain can 
hope for is that President Jiang de- 
cides to release an activist or two to 
lighten the atmosphere before he 
flies to London in the aut umn to 
meet the Queen. 
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We want a martyr, and martyrs 
aren't bitten don't behave badty 
don't have sex. They are saints, 


and to warm our wicked hearts. She 
was certainty a very good cellist in- 
deed, and would now be at the top 

” a • ■ m - 1 — mmIAiVimO 


otner pruicssiuu. 

and an earfy death turned her into 

sfr tppthing much more than that, 
thanks to PR, sentimentality and 
wish-fulfilment Should we realty ad- 
mire those who die young beyond 
those who die old? 

This realty isn’t a difficult one. 
Great musicians are awkward peo- 
ple; their private lives do not uec- 


than yours or mine; and none of it 
beam the slightest relation to what 
we think of their playing. There’s no 
reason at all why one can’t believe 
the broad outline of the story of Hi- 
lary and Jackie, and afterwards, go 
home, put on the familiar recording 
of the Elgar cello concerto, and find 
it exactly the same, just as wonder- 
ful as ever before. 
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4 TONIGHT. I wish to 
reflect on the role of the 
Secretary- General. A 
Secretary-General must 
be j udged by his fidelity to the 
principles of the Charter and 
his advancement of the ideals 
they embody, In ray two years 
as Secretary-General. I have 
sought to pursue this role in 
two distinct ways. 

First, by speaking out in 
favour of universal human 
rights and in defence of the 
victims of aggression or abuse, 
wherever they may be. For 
Americans, the presidency has 
been seen as a “bully pulpit", 
at least since the days of 
Theodore Roosevelt. I have 
sought to make the office of 
Secretary-General a pulpit, 
too. I have sought to use it as 
a vehicle for the promotion of 
the values of tolerance, of 
democracy, of human rights 
and of good governance that I 
believe are universal. 

In Tehran. 1 have paid 
tribute to the great faith of 
Islam, while denouncing the 
terrorism so unjustly carried 
out In its name. In Harare, I 
have called on Africans to 
recognise human rights as 
their rights as much as anyone 
else's. In Shanghai I have spo- 


ken out for freedom as the 
catalyst for China's prosperity. 
And in the Balkans. I have 
condemned early and repeat- 
edly the crimes committed in 
Kosovo, calling on every con- 
cerned party to apply the 
lessons of Bosnia. 

Second, I have used my 
office as a bridge between two 
or more parties, wherever l 
believed an opportunity' for the 
peaceful resolution of disputes 
could be found. To do so. I have 
travelled many miles and 
embarked on many missions, 
confronting not onty the doubts 
of others but my own as well, 
I have, at times, been as scep- 
tical about a leader’s true 
intentions as anyone, and I 
have entered eveiy war-zone 
without any illusions about the 
prospects for peace or the 
price of misrule. 

But I have persisted, 
because I must deal with the 
world not as 1 would wish it to 
be, but as it is. I must confront 
it with a sense of reality about 
how far a leader can be pushed 
by peaceful means and how 
long it will take to bring peace 
to a slate of war. Does tills 
make me. or anyone in my 
position, to’ definition morally 
blind? Can a Secretary-General 
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Kofi Annan 
From a speech by the 
Secretary- General of 
the United Nations to 
the Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York 


not therefore tell good from evil 
or victim from aggressor? 

Of course he can. and pre- 
cisely for that reason he must 
persist. For it is ultimately the 
aggressor more often than the 
victim who will benefit from iso- 
lation and abandonment by 
the international community. 
Impartiality does not - and 
must not - mean neutrality in 
the face of evil; it means strict 
and unbiased adherence to the 
principles of the Charter - 
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nothing more, and nothing less 

If I say that l can “do busi- 
ness” with one leader or other, 
l am not passing moral or any 
other kind of judgment Noram 
I guaranteeing the future 
behaviour of any leader or 
state with regard to their 
relations with the international 
community. I am simply 
carrying out the task that I 
have been given by the United 
Nations to seek peaceful reso- 
lution to a dispute. 

When f went to Nigeria, in 
July, to advance the process of 
democratisation. that great 
nation was undergoing a 
dramatic period of change. 
Uncertainty and unease were 
everywhere, with few able to 
discern a way out. The death 
of General Abacha opened a 
new chapter, and today General 
Abubakar appears determined 

to honour his pledge to allow 

popular sovereignty. If only as 
a bridge, my presence mav 
have served to support a 
democratic transition at a 
perilous moment, and in so 
doing wfll have advanced not 
only Nigcnas prospects, but 

alsoihc aims of the Charter 

When l went to Libya, in 
time in place my service in the 


cause of securingjustioe for the 
victims of Lockerbie. I went 
also in the hope of closing the - 
widening gan between 


iu uier ueannent 
of that country. There, our 
prospects may be less 
favourable, and certainty no 
one can predict the time or con- 
tent of Libya’s decision. But if 
my visit speeded up, even by 

one day, the dosing of this 
tragic chapter, I believe it will 
nave been worth it-tome and 
to the United Nations. 

Of tee missions I embarked 
on last vear. nnna mat- «_». 


Iraq. TTie peace we seek in Iran 

^ n ev frywhere, is one that 
tile Iessons of our 
^,72 ® that peace is 

not true or lasttogif it is bought 

iuS^? ^ peaceS 
justice can honour the victims 

violence; and that 
wrthout democracy, tolerance 
and human rights for all, m 
Peace is truly safe. 

To apply those lessons 
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stole is a Secretary-General's 
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to fas office and to the 
United Nations. 
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Modern life on a plate 



Deborah Orr 

Politicians are all eating 
wood-smoked duck in 
public and ready-made 
lasagne in private 

DO YOU ever worry, as you sit of an 
evening with your microwave meat 
resting on your copy of The Sugar 
Club Cookbook watching Rick 
Stein's Seafood Odyssey, that 
you're letting yourself down? 

Do you ever feel that while you've 
bought radicchio perhaps half-a- 
dozen times since you first heard of 
it in the late Eighties, it could be a 
personal failing that each time 
you've managed to get some home 
from the supermarket, it has even- 
tually tactually shockingly quickly) 
turned to slime in the “crisper” 
compartment of your fridge? 

Does it ever bother you that al- 
though you'd like the children to eat 
more healthily a la Nigella Lawson 
(bless her), that in the end it feels 
^better to serve them frozen pizza, 
which they eat. instead of fresh veg- 
etable crostinu which they don't? 

If you’ve answered yes to these 
three questions, then welcome. You 
are a fully paid up member of the 
Nineties aspirational-lifestyle-con 
dub, perching right on the knife- 
edge of our confusions about pub- 
lic and private lives, and you are a 
person who has many, many 
friends. 

Imagine you'd left Britain 20 
years ago. You said goodbye to a 
country in which roast beef with 
Yorkshire pudding was the in- 
ternationally scorned but much- 
jttved family meal on a Sunday, 
where the occasional meal out 
meant prawn cocktail Marie Rose, 
steak and chips, then Black Fbrest 
gateau, and where a greengrocer's 
offering apples, oranges, pears, 
grapes and bananas all at the same 
time was considered to be the 
dernier cri. 

Now imagine you’ve just come 
back here. Everything is different, 
as a trip to Sainsbury's to pick up 
some staifruit, a plantain or two and 
a packet of Chinese gooseberries 
will immediately confirm. Judging 
by the redpe books groaning on the 
kitchen shelves of all your chums, 
you could be in for seared fresh tuna 
for Sunday dinner, although even 
that doesn't quite hit the mark be- 
cause your hosts are the Lucky win- 
ners of yet another eaMbr-80-at-a- 
tenner offer at the Conran restau- 
rant of your choice. 

^ Open any Saturday or Sunday 
newspaper, and you will find large 
tranches of full-colour newsprint 
dedicated to bringing you stories of 



The aspirational Face of British eating - chefs Ruth Rogers and Rose Gray at work at the River Cafe in Hammersmith, west London 


the latest antics of the latest 
celebrity chefs, printing their 
recipes, previewing their televi- 
sion programmes, reviewing their 
restaurants and detailing their 
cooking implements and kitchen 
layouts. If that's not enough for you, 
then take your pick of luscious, 
glossy periodicals dedicated to food 
and drink. 

Now. you could be forgiven for 
imagining that this may just mean 
something, the something being 
that Britons are cooking more, eat- 
ing better, and leading healthier 
lives. That would be an under- 
standable though silly assumption. 
That would suggest that consumers 
consumed, when actually con- 
sumers simply purchase. 

It’s been 20 years since the 
French philosopher Guy de Bord 
predicted the “society of the spec- 
tacle", in winch people would be- 
come observers of a world 
summoned up by the media, but it's 
certainty well and truly with us now. 
And the single example of our frac- 
tured, voyeuristic relationship with 
ourselves that says more than any 
other is the example set by the gulf 
between the food we aspire to and 
the food we eat 

This week’s Mintel British 
Lifestyles 1909 Survey informed us 


yet again that the biggest growth in 
food spending was in the conve- 
nience foods sector- which now ac- 
counts for 23 per cent of all the food 
we eat -while our overall spending 
on food to eat in the home has de- 
clined. Some of this, you may be for- 
given for assuming, is because 
we’re all eating out a great deal 
more. But actually, only around a 
fifth of us hit a restaurant twice a 
week or more, while another fifth 
eat out “only occasionally". 

As for cooking, fewer and fewer 
people are doing it with large 
swathes of the population consid- 
ering reheating a packet of frozen 
chicken Kevs actually to be cook- 
ing. As for the traditional Sunday 
dinnei; it's now a tradition that 
fewer and fewer of us observe. 

While some of the burgeoning 
army of food celebrities, led by Delia 
Smith with her latest offering, Htno 
To Cook, are attempting to ad- 
dress this very basic lack of knowl- 
edge and skill, some arresting 
sales of specialist pans doesn't 
necessarily mean that we're getting 
back in the kitchen. These sales, 
like the sales of the books them- 
selves, are indications only of our 
heartfelt - but somehow thwarted 
- desire to do so. 

And Ear from living healthier 


lifestyles, we are becoming less 
healthy at a quite alarming rate. 
Obesity and digestive difficulties 
plague us, while our children have 
become so sedentary and so ad- 
dicted to junk food that even though 
we actually eat less than we used 
to, we weigh more. 

Across the board our fat to mus- 
cle ratio is moving ever towards 
lardiness. bringing with it the as- 
tonishing fact that our children will 
grow up with the lowest life ex- 
pectancies in living memory. And if 
the fet doesn’t get them then the 
food itself might for food poisoning 
of every kind is on the increase. 
Even more depressing, in Britain 
today more than four million chil- 
dren are estimated to be suffering 
from malnutrition. 

But this isn't simply a rerun of the 
old situation in which a cultural 
elite's living habits gain huge, un- 
challenged currency. Certainly 
there are some privileged “foodies” 
around who realty live in the River 
Cafe society (hey, like General 
Pinochet and Tony Blair), but there 
are plenty of ordinary people who 
ardently aspire to it. 

All of the major soap operas 
now have their local restaurant as 
well as their local pub. Even in the 
land that time forgot, Coronation 


Street, Natalie is introducing cia- 
batta and deep-fried potato-skins to 
the Rover’s Return, in an as-yet un- 
heard of challenge to the ancient 
hegemony of BettyTurpin’s hotpot 
Across the road Roy's Rolls is in the 
midst of a makeover which will 
make it Weatherfield's answer to the 
River Cafe itselt 

The truth is that British eating 
habits have developed a sophisti- 
cated and aspirational public face, 
while in private we cling to comfort 
and convenience. An unsympa- 
thetic critic might encapsulate this 
phenomenon within the dread 
phrase “style over substance", but 
this is too Riband rather underplays 
the significance of our schizo- 
phrenic attitudes to our public and 
private lives, and not only as far as 
food is concerned. 

Our obsession with this new 
wave of fancy foodism began in the 
Eighties along with yuppies and 
property-owning democracies. It 
was initially distrusted and 
satirised, particularly by the left, as 
being a symptom of that greedy 
decade. But this new decade, the 
Nineties, far from developing its own 
discrete character, has been 
marked by the process of normali- 
sation whereby the excesses of one 
decade have become the facts of life 


David Rose 

in the next And if the personal is 
political then food and power are 
inextricably entwined. 

So it’s perfectly fitting that the 
seal was set on the New Labour 
leadership with a dinner at the 
fashionable Islington restaurant 
Granite, while its greatest crisis was 
precipitated by a man who wished 
to project a certain lifestyle but did- 
n't want anyone to know he could- 
n’t pay for it. 

Lf only this was merely a matter 
of style over substance. Instead it’s 
a question of public affluence mask- 
ing private poverty. Which is why 
politicians are so keen to protect 
their privacy while seeing no con- 
tradiction in wishing to project 
their image and why they no longer 
seem able to judge what behaviour 
is appropriate for public life. They're 
ail eating wood-smoked duck in 
public and ready-made lasagne 
(the most popular chilled meal in 
Britain) in private. 

We really are wbat we eat And 
what we are is sophisticated, aspi- 
rational poised and capable in pub- 
lic; overstretched, confused, tired 
and unable to meet our commit- 
ments at home. Let’s hope that 
Delia can tell us How To Cook as 
quickly as she can, and then that 
Nigella can tell us How To Elat 


RIGHT 
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A member of the 
South African 
Parliament responds 
to Fergai Keane's 
recent article on 
township life 

CYNTHIA MATHEBE’S story 
is testimony to the courage 
and patience of millions of 
South Africans, as well as to 
the vicious historical legacy 
that the first democratically 
elected government is 
charged with transforming. 

But life has changed for mil- 
lions of South Africans. Cyn- 
thia is now a citizen of her 
country. Her children receive 
free medical care and a nour- 
ishing meal at school. In the 
foreseeable future she will re- 
ceive a serviced site and a sub- 
sidy to build a brick dwelling. 

For citizens of developed 
countries it is hard to imagine 
the hardship that most South 
Africans experience daily. 
That tap, referred to so light- 
ly in Fergai Keane's article, 
represents a major change in 
the lives of millions of our 
people. Without running water 
South African women spent up 
to six hours a day collecting 
water. Government recently 
announced the country's 
three-millionth recipient of 
water services. 

Over 400,000 people per 
year are receiving electricity 
for the first time. A thousand 
houses are built daily. By the 
end of this year government 
will have provided housing 
for 850,000 households. 

But transformation is not 
just about houses and taps. 
Cynthia's domestic worker 
daughter is. for the first time, 
protected by law against ex- 
ploitation. She cannot be fired 
arbitrarily, she cannot be 
forced to work on Sundays 
without extra compensation, 
and she enjoys basic workers’ 
rights. Cynthia cannot he 
evicted from the land she oc- 
cupies without due process 
and, for the first time, enjoys 
basic human rights that in 
developed countries are taken 
for granted. 

Would that government 
could wave a wand and erad- 
icate poverty and its evils. 
But our government is com- 
mitted to fiscal discipline, a dis- 
cipline that has paid dividends 
by ensuring that our economy 
has weathered the global 
melt-down of markets better 
than any other developing 
economy. The ANC-Ied gov- 
ernment is committed to the 
needs of the many, not the few. 
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Portrait of the artist as a critic 


FIFTEEN YEARS ago, when the Amer- 
ican critic and theorist Fredric Jame- 
son delivered, a benchmark lecture on 
postmodernism, the term was “not 
widely accepted or even understood”. 
Ten years ago, it was intimidatingty 
modish. Now, it seems almost quaint 
Still the appearance of books byplay- 
■ ers of the stature of Jameson and 
Perry Anderson quickly rouses one 
i the slumber induced by years of 
i rate discourse-speak. 

1 Commentary,” according to Jame- 
' son, “makes up toe special field of post- 
modern linguistic practice,” even in 
-the absence of “the sacred text” -the 
essential work that usually gener- 
ates commentary. Into this vacuum 
... whooshed Jameson’s book Postmod- 
- amism: or the cultural logic of late 
’Capitalism, in which he made this de- 


Friday poem 


SONG FOR 
A DARK GIRL 

BY LANGSTON HUGHES 

Way Down. South in Dixie 
(Break the heart of me) 
They hung my black young lover 
To a cross roads tree. 

Way Down South in Dixie 
(Bruised body high in air) 

I asked the white Lord Jesus 
What was the use of prayer 

Why Down South in Dixie 
(Break the heart of me) 
Love is a naked shadow 
On a gnarled and naked tree. 

This poem comes From the 
Selected Poems' of Langston 
Hughes, reissued next week 
by Serpent's Tail (£7.99) 
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THE ORIGINS OF POSTMODERNITY 
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claration. Effectively, this pioneering 
work was a commentary on its own ex- 
istence, or at least on how the author’s 
thought had evolved. The essays 
Jameson has collected in The Cultural 
Turn are further addenda to his mag- 
numopus. 

Perry Anderson’s little book The 
Origins qp’ostmodenvity was initially 
intended as an introduction to The 
Cultural 'Turn, but then it outgrew its 
brief. Within Anderson’s own formi- 
dable work as a historian and cultur- 
al theorist it takes te place as toe final 
volume in a trilogy, after Considera- 
tions on Western Marxism and In the 
Tracks of Historical Materialism. In 
them, exactly as prescribed by Jame- 
son, the task of commentary is raised 
to the level of primary intellectual 
exploration. 

Since Jameson is the central figure 
in Anderson’s book, it is also the lat- 
est instance of the sustained grap- 
plings with writers or thinkers that 
feature in his magisterial collection of 
essays, A Zone cfEngagement In the 
past, “an element of resistance” was 
always an ingredient in Andersotfs im- 
pulse to write about someone. Here, 
however, he lacks “toe safety of suffi- 
cient distance". 

Before celebrating Jameson's 
achievement, Anderson takes us 
through the genealogy of the idea of 
toe postmodern. He displays the same 
breadth and depth of learning as he 
did in working through the back^ 
ground to Jlikuyama’s influential con- 


cept of the “end of history". Anderson 
locates the first usage of “postmodern" 
in the Hispanic world of the 1930s. 
Arnold Toynbee and Charles Olson 
also used toe term in toe 1950s, but it 
is not until Jean-Franpois Lyotard’s 
book’s The Postmodern Condition 
(1979) that we get a sense “of post- 
modernity as a general change of 
human circumstance". 

The foreword to the English edition 
was written by Jameson himself. He 
went on to make the crucial step of an- 
choring postmodernism “in objective 
alterations of the economic order of 
capital itself". Jameson linked the con- 
cept to “the saturation of every pore 


of the world in the serum of capital”. 

This fundamental intervention was 
followed by “a majestic expansion of 
the postmodern across virtually the 
whole spectrum of the arts". It is this 
totalising ambition, I guess, that has 
led Anderson to write about someone 
without his usual feeling of “signifi- 
cant dissent". 

Does this absence mean that the 
book lacks some erf his customary 
bite? Anderson’s lack of resistance cer- 
tainty exacerbates toe reader’s. My 


ones. “Is there any contemporary crit- 
ic with an even distantly comparable 
ran g e?" he asks, of Jameson. Of course 



Postmodern paradigm: Coca-Cola in the mosque 


Reuters 


there is: John Berger. How come An- 
derson has ne^gpt to grips vritohim^ 

Having quoted Jameson's obser- 
vation that, of the thinkers of Western 
Marxism, Theodor Adorno “was the 
supreme stylist”, Anderson wonders 
“whether the description does not bet- 
ter... apply to [Jameson] himself.” It 
might even better apply to Anderson 
himself Anderson reckons that Jame- 
son is “a great writer", but it seems 
to me that Anderson himself is toe 
great writer Jameson, on the other 
hand, is trapped in the prison-house 
of his peculiar idea of virtuosity. 

Anderson admires “the spacious 
rhythms of a complex, yet supple 
syntax” but toe flambqyam baroque erf 
Jameson’s prose is an irritating im- 
pediment to what is being said. If 
Jameson's influence is as extensive as 
Anderson suggests, then he must 
shoulder much of the blame for the tor- 
rent of discursive gabble that has 
fatally contaminated the field Read- 
ing Jameson, I am reminded of those 
T-shirts on which “Dazed and Con- 
fused” is printed, deliberately indis- 
tinctly, so that the more sharpty you 
focus, toe more blurred the words 
become. 

Is this just me being stupid? I 
think not since Ferry Anderson's 
prose, for me, has always had exact- 
ly the “competing splendour” he finds 
in Jameson. If the obligation to look 
up words like “usufruct" or “exordi- 
um” is an inherent part of reading An- 
derson, tha t is because he is working 
at toe cutting-edge of language. His ex- 
acting vocabulary is part and parcel 
of an impulse to present complex 
ideas without simplification but with 
the elegance of absolute clarity. In 
doing so, he reminds us of the inade- 
quacy of cottoning the search for 
great stylists to fiction. 

Geoff dyer 

The reviewer’s latest novel is ‘Paris 
Trance' (Abacus; 
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The Open 
University 


What can the Open 
University do for you? 

We can offer you a place at one of the best universities in Britain. 
We'll provide you with a choice of 150 first class courses developed 
especially to enable you to study in your own time, backed by the Open 
University's own unique study method - OU supported open learning. 
We'll give you the support of a personal tutor - a subject specialist in 
the course you're taking who's available for advice in person or on the 
phone. You'll get the chance to meet fellow students at tutorials and, 
on some programmes, the opportunity to get together at a residential 
school. Nationwide there are 13 Open University Regional Centres 
where you can get help and advice. 

Whether you want to study to improve your career prospects or for 
your own personal interest, there's almost certainly a course for you. 
(f you haven't studied for a while, we'll help you get started. No 
previous qualifications are required, you just need a lively intelligence 
and a willingness to learn. It's real value for money and you can pay 
by monthly instalments. 

Open University course materials are of the 
highest quality and come in a variety of 
forms, including video and audio tapes as 
well as texts. The OU leads the world in 
its use of new technology for learning. A 
number of courses provide source material 
on CD Rom. 

What else can the Open University offer 
you? The best way to find out Is to use the 
coupon below or phone us today. 


Did you know? 


• The OU is in the top 15% 
of all UK universities for 
teaching quality 

• 25% of all British MBAs 
come from the OU 

■ Over 30,000 employers 
have sponsored their staff 
on OU courses 

• 40.000 OU students are 
online from home 

• There a re 9 month courses 
and diplomas as well as 


Send for your free prospectus now. 


! Send to: Tte Open University PQ 3ox SS, Milton Keynes MK7 6AA. U39ED \ 

□ Please send me a copy of the Courses. Diplomas and BAlBSc 
Degrees prospectus 

| □ Please send me a copy of the postgraduate prospectus 

□ Tick here if you have contacted the OU in toe past 

Thle Initials - 5umame 


| Address 


.Postcode. 


TeL 


— Date of Birth...../. / 19 ., 


Hotline (24 hours) 08709000301 

Website: www.open.ac.uk/advert/ : 

°" "there's no substitute forthF ou experience" "" “ 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW 


John Golding 


vim 


JH THE affairs of the Labour Party, 
there have been men and women 
who have bad less than their share 
of the headlines, but whose impor- 
tance in the party has been out of ah 
proportion to their public profile. 
John Golding was a man of pas- 
sionate beliefs about furthering the 
cause of working people. What he 
believed and whom he supported 
were matters of the utmost conse- 
quence. For two decades he was a 
realty important, if unsung, figure in 
British politics. 

Golding was the self-proclaimed 
arch scourge of the militant ten- 
dency. He relished the role. Dennis 
Skinner, on being told of Golding’s 
death, reflected: “As a member of 
right-wing Old Labour; he and X 
sparred fbryears on the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee. John organised 
the votes of the Right and I organ- 
ised the votes of the Left” He added 
with more than a tinge of affection 
and admiration: “John knew the 
rules inside out and he used them to 
the utmost advantage of the Right" 

In 1983 when Golding opposed the 
Telecommunication Bill he made 
history by speaking for 11 hours, 
along with many other filibusting in- 
terventions for the purpose of mak- 
ing it as difficult as possible for Mrs 
Thatcher's government to imple- 
ment the rip-off privatisation of 
British Telecom. Few MPs have 
caused an addition to the Parlia- 
mentary textbook. Erskine May. 
Golding's activities were responsi- 
ble for standing order no 29, agreed 
on 27 February 1986, that a member 
may rise in his place and move “that 
the question be now proposed" when 
a member is in the course of making 
a motion or moving an amendment 
at any stage of proceedings on a BBL 

Golding, the supreme tactician, 
had spotted that he could speak for 
- proverbially - ever before the 
Chairman could move “the question 
be now put". The Chairman of this 
Committee was the eagle-eyed Miss 
Betty Boothroyd. who whatever her 
personal exasperation, understood 
the then rules of Committee better 
than anybody. She had also served 
for some years on the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Labour 
Party with Golding, and said of him: 
His priority was the Labour movement 
where he spent a lifetime advocating. 


b ecoming a chef. After Chester City 
Grammar School he became a Civil 
Service clerk, first of all at the local 
Rivers Board and FSre Brigade and 
then at the Ministry of National In- 
surance (1948-51). He went to work 
for the Post Office and soon became 
involved in the Post Office Engi- 
neering Union who, spotting bis ob- 
vious intelligence and nous, sent him 
onaTUC scholarship to the London 
School of Economics. 

Later he did a PhD at Keele Uni- 
versity where his subject, reveal- 
ingly, was Thomas Hobbes and the 
Leviathan. In 1960 he was appoint- 
ed the Assistant Research Officer of 
the Post Office Engineering Union 
being promoted to Education Offi- 
cer four years later. He was one of 
the trade unionists who played an 
important part in the series of two- 
way traffic in ideas, the so-called 
Bonnington conferences, which 
formed the background work to 


Golding was 
determined to 
make it his life's 
work to help 
young people live 
in an attractive 
environment 
rather than an 
ugly one 


cause the seat was once represent- 
ed by the great Josiah Wedgwood 
Within weeks of arriving at the 
House of Commons, he was ap- 
pointed as Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Minister for In- 
dustry Eric Varley, one of Harold 
Wilson’s closest associates. 

Mark Fisher; MP for Stoke and 
thus his Parliamentary neighbour 
described how “John was a won- 
derful and much loved constituen- 
cy MB He also was a great expert 
on the Tote on which he did much 
constructive work." 

Golding’s causes were numerous. 
He was one of the first to highlight 
the problems of derelict land and 
badger ministers into coming up 
with a constructive policy for areas 
which were not only eyesores but 
health hazards. With his legendary 
passion for fishing, Golding was ap- 
palled by how the countryside bad 
been devastated in the past by in- 
dustrialisation and was determined 
to make it bis life's work to help 
young people live in an attractive en- 
vironment rather than an ugly one. 
From the mid-Sixties he was one of 
the first to nuke his feBow politicians 
aware of the problems of airpoOution. 

Another theme which he pur- 
sued rdenflessty- 1 admired him for 
his capacity to be relentless in 
worthwhile causes - were the evils 
which arose from low pay He was 
one of the first to campaign for a na- 
tional minimum wage and high- 
lighted this cause as long ago as his 
maiden speech in November 1969: 


Employers will not modernise and pay 
higher wages without being laced with 
competition, and in such areas as 
nortii Staffordshire where there is a 
great reliance on traditional Industries 
- industries not responsive to change - 
it is most imoortant that they have new 



Stanley, the uniotfs 

General Secretary. 




In all the difficulties wwen ^ 
Labour following the & 

Callaghan government by Mrsgm 
Thatcher Golding played ^ 

role, fife remained steuncoty loyal «j ■ -^3 
the Labour Party and was > 

..inakr ahnr-kfid ai the ACtUMS Of - . J 


le Labour candidatem uermooa*^ 
When his own constituency wad 
targeted and taken over by people? 
sympathetic to the militant tenden- -’’^ 
<y in 1982-83 he was refused renorof 

inaticni, as a prime target of theLeft.'f*fl 

Amidst bitterly fought wrangling of ^ 
enormous complexity he gave his 1 ; ■ 

parliamentary seat at a moment -M 
when he thought, on the assumption 
that he could return to retiring Age -I K 

to his union as General Secretary 
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Newcastle seat should be contested- 



cherishing and advancing the cause of 
democratic 


socialism. I witnessed the 
fight he put up and how he expressed his 
passionate views on behalf of the British 
telecommunications industry In addition 
he was a fine friend to many of us. 

John Golding was born of a pot- 
tery worker's family, his father later 


Harold Wilson’s appeal before the 
1964 general election on the White 
Heat of the technological revolution. 

In the summer of 1969 Steven 
Swingler; the Minister for Pensions, 
and MP for Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
suddenly died and on 30 October 
John Golding, by 21.786 votes to 
20,744, defeated the young Nicholas 
Winterton, now MP for Macclesfield, 
in the ensuing by-election. In 1970 
Golding defeated Winterton in 
another hard-fought campaign fay 
2,106 votes and subsequently held 
the seat comfortably against Sir 
Nicholas Bonsoi; later a Foreign 
Office minister. 

He was immensely proud of rep- 
resenting Newcastle-under-Lyme 
both because of his father's con- 
nection as a pottery worker and be- 


technical industries. 

Like many of his colleagues I shall 
remember Golding for his contri- 
butions year after year to the Labour 
Party Conference. In 1970 he strode 
to the platform and memorably on 
the Friday morning of conference 
told us some home truths: “The 
health service in my constituency 
seems to me at times to exist for the 
benefit of the medical profession 
rather than the patient Dick Cross- 
man paid too much attention to the 
views of the medical profession and 
too little to the Labour government” 

Throughout his political life 
Golding, with a twinkle in his eye, 
expressed scepticism about the 
Hahns of many professional people 
who he thought had an exaggerat- 
ed view of their own contribution to 
human welfare. 


f olding campaigning for the seat of Newcastle-under-Lyme at the 1969 by-electkm; he was MP 1969-86 


whom he had had a warm and kwr . 
ing marriage since 1980, andwhowas ^ 
the daughter of Ness Edwards MI^L, 
Clement Attlee's Postmaster General',^ 
and for many years Chairman of th&y* 
Trade Union Group of Labour MPs; ^ 
The last speech I heard Mno| 
make was on 23 January 1985, ap*; 
propriatety on post office dosurest v^ 
“Our post offices are now mpre-v-’l 
crowded an Thursdays than was the “ 

Black Hole of Calcutta, but the talk ^ 
is not of relid but of further closures.' 
Why should we treat our old people 
in such a way?" 


In 1974 he said to the Labour 
Conference: 


1 say this bluntly because experience 
shows that those individual members 
without a strong union loyalty seem 
increasingly to prefer those who are 
trained professional advocates - the 
lawyers, the lecturers, the teachers, 
the broadcasters - to those wbo are 
manual workers. While we recognise 
the great contribution that the profes- 
sional advocate is making in Parliament 
and in the constituencies we believe 
that it is still very important that the 
Parliamentary Labour Party continues 
to have a strong manual trade union 
group. 


He was a champion of widows and 
believed that they ought to be able 
to go to an official who would help 
them with letters of administration, 
tax. social security benefits, trans- 
fer tenancies, and all those things 


which add to the shock and confu- 
sion of bereavement 

At many by-elections, up and 
down Britain, I wait canvassing with 
Golding. Invariably he carried one 
of those copypads with him on which 
he would write a letter in biro there 
and then despatching it in an enve- 
lope to tiie relevant official outlining 
the grievance which had been put to 
him on the doorstep. On a yellow 
page be had a copy of what he had 
written and woe betide anyone who 
received one of these letters and (fid 
nothing about it He followed up 
every complaint 
After a period as a Government 
Whip. Golding was appointed by 
Jim Callaghan to a ministerial job for 
which he was supremely suited, 
that of Parliamentary Secretary at 


the Department of Employment 
He was particulartyconcerned about 
subsidies which had poured mil- 
lions of pounds a way from the pub- 
lic sector into private enterprise. 
They had helped bring the nation- 
alised industries into disrepute with 
the public and had severely under- 
mined the morale of workers in the 
nationalised industries themselves. 

As a former member of the Select 
Committee on Nationalised Indus- 
tries, under the dwinwfln'sHp of Ian 
Mikardo, who had a high regard for 
Golding’s energy drive and knowl- 
edge. he had made himself some-, 
thing of an expert on nationalised 
industries other than that of the Post 
Office. In the Post Office’s union he 
was a central if controversial, figure 
in tandem with his friend Bryan 


TamDalxeul 


John Golding, post office worker, 
trodetmicmqffiatdandpd 
bom Birmingham 9 March 1931; 
Education Officer, Post Office 
Engineering Union rPOEU) 1964- 
69; MP (Labour) for Newcastle-. 
under-Lyme 1969-86; Opposition 
Whip 1970-74, Government Whip 
1974; Parliamentary Under- 
secretary for Employment 2976- : 
79; Chairman, Select Committeeon 
Emptaymentl979-1982 ; member iff 
the NationalExecutxoe Committee 
qf tiie Labour Party 1978-83;. Gen^ . 
era l Secretary, National Commu- 
nications Union 1986-88; married 
1958 Thelma GvriUym (one son,' 
and one son deceased; marriage _ 
dissolved), 1980 Ltin Lewis (n&e 
Edwards); died 20 January 1999, 
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Serge Ganjou 


GEORGE ROBEY, “The Prime Min- 
ister of Mirth", Charles Coburn 
with his “Two Lovely Black Eyes”, 
Marie Lloyd junior as her mother; 
the original “Ruin That Cromwell 
Knocked About a Bit", and tbe 
eccentric dance trio Wilson, Keppel 
and Betty in “Cleopatra's Night- 
mare”. These were just some of the 
veteran variety stars that shone in 
the film Variety Jubilee , made by 
the minor company of Butcher's 
Empire Productions back in 1943. 

Shiniest of all on the star-studded 
bill certainly the most unique, was 
the act of the Ganjou Brothers and 
Juanita They are top of the Id] in the 
film, just as they almost always 
were on the live variety stage, and 
today simply take one’s breath away 
by their absolute perfection in a beau- 
tifully timed and stunningly perfect 
10 minutes of - what should one call 
it? an acrobatic act? a dance act? an 
adagio act? a mime act? a strong- 
man act? Serge Garuou entitled it “A 
Romance in Porcelain”, so perhaps 
it is best to leave it at that 

The setting was usually some- 
thing looking like a large and outsize 
mantelpiece upon which stood a 
highly decorative clods. The pen- 
dulum. played by the beautiful 
Juanita, petite of form but long of leg. 
swung to and fro to the music of The 
Blue Danube”. On came the Ganjou 
Brothers, a trio clad in powdered 


wigs, tights, decorated waistcoats 
and billowing shirts. Juanita swung 
down and the three men began to 
swing her around, about and above 
their heads, eventually flinging her 
from one to another across the wide 
stage, and tossing her over their 
heads from- shoulder to shoulder 
Finaty they threw her high in the an; 
spun her round and round, caught 
her in an upright stance and froze 
in a pose that brought the house 
down with applause. 

Serge was the Last remaining 
member of the troupe. Active until 
almost the end Che had been trea- 
surer and life president of the En- 
tertainment Artists Benevolent 
Fund and a popular member of the 
Grand Order of Water Rats), he had 
entered the show-business retire- 
ment home at Brinswortb House, 
Twickenham, only two months be- 
fore he died. 

Ganjou was Polish, having been 
born in Warsaw in 1904, while his 
brothers Bob and George were bom 
in southern Russia. Children of a 
poor family, they all worked in a num- 
ber of jobs whilst travelling from 
town to town. They were working in 
Moscow’ when the Russian Revolu- 
tion began in 1917. 

They swiftly returned to Warsaw 
and in 1922 Bob and George emi- 
grated to the United States while 
Serge went to universitytopunsue his 


studies. Between times he entered 
several local talent contests, winning 
(he prize with bis gypsy songs sung 
to his own guitar. This success 
prompted him to form a musical 
quartet with three other winners, and 
die group was soon making a living 
by touring the village halls of Poland. 

Meanwhile Serge’s brothers en- 


What should 
one call it? an 
acrobatic act? a 
dance act? a 
mime act? a 
strong-man act? 


tered American show business by 
teaming up with another male 
dancer and a well-known danseuse 
of the day, Natacha Natova. This was 
the beginning erf adagio quartets, and 
led to their first cinema appearance 
man early talkie, MGM*s Hollywood 
Revue of 1929. When Natova re- 
turned to solo performing, the Gan- 
jous found another young lady 
around whom they built their act 


This was Juanita Richards, petite 
and graceful, who was born in De- 
troit Michigan. She mixed her danc- 
ing work as a ballerina with several 
American companies with consid- 
erable fame as a broadcasting vo- 
calist with more than one radio 
dance-band. When she had time 
she also worked as an artist’s naodeL 
She joined the act in 193L 

The third male member of the 
original team was William Hen- 
dricks from Copenhagen. Denmark. 
He had emigrated to New Yak at the 
age of 13. and had won an interna- 
tional Charleston dance champi- 
onship. Becoming a solo singer and 
dancer in several South American 
cabarets, Hendricks had much ex- 
perience in several different adagio 
teams before joining the Ganjous. 

The original Ganjou Brothers 
and Juanita act which became fa- 
mous in England when they starred 
in the Royal Variety Show of May 
1933 included two singers. Aline 
Fburnier and Vittorio Toso. Fournier, 
a coloratura soprano, was a French 
Canadian from Montreal while the 
Italian-born Tbso had been principal 
baritone with the San Carlo Opera. 

Serge Ganjou was working in 
London when his brothers' act ar- 
rived in 1932. He joined them and in 
due course married “Juanita” - not 
the original Juanita, who had left but 
the dancer Joy Marlowe who took 


her place. She had been trained at 
the Italia Conti School and soon got 
the hang of holding herself taut as 
she was slung to and fro, smiling 
prettily tbe while. The ceremony was 
held in Las Vegas during their final 
tour of 1956. 

A hugely successful internation- 
al act, the Ganjou Brothers and 
Juanita played to appreciative au- 
diences around the world, touring 
America, Australia and New Zealand 
before finally disbanding. Bob and 
George Ganjou became variety 
agents, while Serge opened Daquise 
restaurant in South Kensington, 
specialising in dishes from his na- 
tive Poland; a much-loved landmark 
in the area, it stQl flourishes in spite 
of several threats by developers. 

One member of the act remains, 
the taU, svelte, long-haired iafiy who 
takes over conducting the Charles 
Shadwell Orchestra in their only 
film. Clearly part of the regular stage 
scene she waves her long arms 
with airy elegance She was Adete, the 
wife of George Ganjou, who died in 
1988; Bob died in 1972, and Joy in 1992. 
But, as long as film continues to be 
preserved, their unique act will live. 


Denis Gifford 


Serge Garyou, variety artiste: 
bom Warsaw 6 January 1904; 
married 1956 Joy Marlowe (died 
1992); died Twickenham, Middlesex 



festic tableau’: the Gaqjou Brothers and Juanita in 1937 . 
Serge at bottom right Hutton Getty. 



Bernard Lefort 


‘Caracfere difficile' 


BERNARD LEFORT had three 
careers. Tbe first was as a dis- 
tinguished baritone. In the 
second he combined musical 
administration with the flair of 
a market-minded impresario. 
And in the third, that of 
si nging teacher, he passed on 
the techniques learned in the 
first career in a framework 
informed by the second. 

Having obtained his bac- 
calaurgat in philosophy Lefort 
was studying politics and law. 
simultaneously taking classes 
in voice and solfege at the 
Paris Conservatoire, when he 
was interrupted by the Second 
World War. With the return of 
AFP peace, he decided to concen- 


trate on music alone, pursuing 
his vocal studies in Milan. 
Berlin and Vienna. By then he 
had already made his debut in 
a series of wartime recitals in 
the Salle Gaveau in Ibris, pre- 
senting in particular French 
mdlodies by contemporary 
composers, such as Les Six. 
Olivier Messiaen, Andre Joiivet 
and Henri DutiUeux. 

He was also heard in the 
opera house, making his stage 
debut (at the Palais Gamier) 
in Don Giovanni and Verdi’s 
Macbeth. With Germaine 
Tailleferre, the only woman 
member of Les Six (the others 
were Darius Milhaud. Arthur 
Honeggen Francis Poulenc, 


Georges Auric and Louis 
Durey). Lefort formed a regu- 
lar duo partnership, touring to- 
gether from 1949 to 1957. 
Tailleferre responded to 
Leforf s musicianship by com- 
posing her Concerto for Bari- 
time for him: other composers 
were to pay him similar hon- 
ours during the course of his 
singing career - which was 
abruptly cut short by serious 
illness to i960. 

Lefort therefore embarked 
on his second occupation, the 
one for which be will be best re- 
membered He be^in bis Efe as 
a musical administrator as sec- 
ond-in-command at the Lau- 
sanne Festival taking over the 


Marseilles opera to 2965. His 
three years there were marked 
by a refreshing openness to new 
repertoire, both old and new. 
Wort looked out old be! canto 
operas that had long fallen into 
neglect (Ponchieili’s La Gio- 
conda and Donizetti's Lucrezia 
Borgia, for example) and put on 
contemporary works, often for 
the first time in France, such as 
Janacek's The Makropulos Af- 
fair. Henze's The Prince of 
Hamburg and Britten’s The 
Turn of the Screw. 

He then moved up through 
a series of appointments: head 
of the autumn festival at Roy- 
aumont (1969), artistic advisor 
at the Theatre de la Ville, Paris 


(1969-78), temporary head of 
the Opdra de Paris (1971-72. 
with Daniel Lesur) and direc- 
tor of the festival at Aix-en- 
Provence (1973-80). It was at 
Aix that he scored some of his 
most notable successes, per- 
haps the best of them his 
bringing together of Montser- 
rat Caballe and Marilyn Horne 
to Rossini's Tnncredi. He also 
lightened the atmosphere 
considerably: to tbedsoomfort 
of Arx's old guard, jeans re- 
placed evening gowns as stan- 
dard attire, and the festival 
came alive. 

When Rolf Uebermann left 
the Paris Operate 1980, Lefort 
was called back to succeed 


him, but his efforts at reform 
met such systematic opposi- 
tion from the unions that he re- 
signed halfway through his 
contract, in Juty 1982. 

This was when career num- 
ber three began. Lefort taught 
singing at Marines College in 


tation for his short tempen ~r, 
He is generally assumed tot* 
have been homosexual, al»r<i 
though Paris musical gossipy 
talks obscurely of an eariier 3 
marriage to a well-off Amert ^] 
can woman. Whatever the*^ 

sfiigSSM 

several occasions and a week • • 
after moving back to Parish, 
from homes in Laus ann e and 1 "; 
the Midi, he finalty succeeded*:. 

Martin .Anderson - l 


the Juiittard School in New 
York be produced a student 
production of Gounod’s 
Mireille. And in the late 1980s, 
he founded the Ecoie d’art 
lynque in Paris. 

Lefort was diplomatically 

referred to as a “personnage 

Mmboyanr and a “caroctert? 
ayfictie" and earned a repu- 


■Beraord Lefort, singer, . 
administrator, teacher bom '•« 
Pons 29 July 1922; diedParisV 
19 January 1999, 
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AHMED POCHEE was a maverick who 
injected a fresh spirit of irreverence 
and fun into the staid world of the 
wine trade. The fact that he never took 
himself, or anyone else, too seriously, 
was the key both to his success and his 
low profile. He was an anti-hero for 
whom the trappings of success meant 
Htfle compared to the job he loved doing. 

The founder of Oddbins in the 1960s 
and the Great WappingWine Company 
in the 1970s, Pochee was the arch 
wheeler-dealer. Right until his untime- 
ly death from mylo-fibrosis, he was 
in his element sniffing out parcels of 
bankrupt stock in railway arches of 
the East End and selling them from the 
back of his battered blue Mercedes van 
to the posh wine merchants of FbJham 
and St James's. 

Bom, in 1939, and brought up in north 

London, to an Indian father and English 
mo then Pochee was an unlikely patrol 
leader in the East Finchley Bcry Scouts, 
before he contracted meningitis. He 
studied hotel management and started 
an economics degree (characteristi- 
cally failing to finish it) at the Regent 
Street polytechnic before following in 
the culinary footsteps of his father, 
who had opened Edinburgh's first 
Indian restaurant 

As a sous-chef at Simpson's in the 
Strand and then a porter at Allnotts. the 
wine merchants, the world of hotels 
and restaurants led him to London’s 
subterranean cellars. With his knack of 
charming cellar and restaurant man- 
agers, he was soon tapping into the rich 
seam of surplus stocks of often under- 
valued wine. Starting to trade in odd 
parcels and bins of wine, he set up his 
'Jj own business, Oddbins, when be was 21, 
with a help of a loan from his best friend, 
John BenettL 

At this time, high-street off-licences 
were largely in the hands of the big 
brewers looking for an outlet for their 
brands. Fochee’s Oddbins, with its 
breezy anarchic style, its knowledgeable 
staff and the inevitable music of Miles 
Davis and Nina Simone, started the 
process of blowing the cobwebs away 
from the old-fashioned off-licence. When 
Thresher launched Wine Rack two 
decades later as a “revolutionary” new 
high-street concept, Pochee comment- 
ed wryly: “That’s strange; we did that 
20 years ago and we didn’t call it revo- 
lutionary then.” 


When the London docks were being 
closed in the late 1960s, Pochee struck 
a deal with Customs and Excise where- 
by, on payment of the excise duty, he was 
able to lay his hands on large quantities 
of unclaimed parcels of wine. Despite 
the fact that 1968 was a dreadful vintage, 
he cocked a snook at the traditional wine 
trade by selling classified clarets with 
grand names such as Beychevelle Cos 
d'Estournel and Grand Puy Lacoste 
for 19s 1 Id (99p). This was the sort of 
thing which made Oddbins' reputation 
for extraordinary bargains and ap- 
pealed to newcomers to wine who were 
put off by the wine trade's crusty image. 

Wheeler-dealing was Focbee's met- 
ier , based on a profound understanding 
of the value of wine and the difference 
between what he could pay for it and 
what he could get for it With the Great 
Wapping Wine Company, started in 
1972, he was an early pioneer of the pile- 
it-bigh, sell-it-cheap philosophy which 
led to the likes of the Majestic Wine 
Warehouse chain. Along with wine, he 
introduced special imports of virgin 
olive oils, cheeses and fish considered 
exotic at the time. 


Pochee’s Oddbins 
started the process 
of blowing the 
cobwebs away from 
the old-fashioned 
off-licence 



But his capacity for successful re- 
tailing was limited. According to his for- 
mer partner Tony Mason, now with 
Majestic, “his innovative spirit was not 
matched by entrepreneurial ability or 
respect for the rules”. 

Gleefully antisocial, Pochee went 
out of his way to ruffle the feathers of 
the pompous. At the end of one partic- 
ularly boring black tie dinner, he an- 
nounced be was going to remove the 
table doth. leaving everything on the 
table intact In fact he brought glass- 
es, bottles, cutlery and crockery crash- 
ing to the floor. 


While his eccentric personality in- 
spired affection in many, his mischievous 
spirit did not endear him to the wine 
trade establishment In fact it is wide- 
ly believed that when the big boys put 
Oddbins into receivership in 1973. it was 
done out of spite. Oddbins was able to 
pay all its creditors in full, with plenty 
left over for the shareholders. 

Pochee loved horse-riding and trav- 
elling. In the 1970s. Pochee’s aeroplane 
crashed into dense jungle in Kenya. De- 
spite being badly injured, he spent a 
week following the river downstream 
with his son and nephew to safety. He 


ran for Highgate Harriers, competing 
in several marathons, and achieving a 
personal best of two hours 40 minutes 
as a veteran. 

In the last two years of his life, when 
he knew he was terminally ill, he car- 
ried on trading in the beloved grimy van 
from which, on his instructions, the final 
delivery, his coffin, was lifted. 

Anthony Rose 

Ahmed Pochee, wine merchant: bom 
London 23 September 1939 ; twice mar- 
ried ( three sons, one daughter): died 
London 18 December 1998. 


Buddy Feyne 


BUDDY FEYNE was not one of Hn Pan 
Alley's legendary songwriters, but, in 
a long and varied careen he did put 
words to two popular instrumental 
pieces, “Tuxedo Junction" and “The 
Jersey Bounce". 

Bom Bernard Feinstein in 1912, he 
grew up in the tough Spanish Harlem 
section of New York City, and longed, 
from an early age , to be part of the music 
business. While singing with various ob- 
scure bands in and around New %rk, 
he began writing special material for 
himself and other vocalists. He be- 
Feyne when he met Milton Berie 
in the 1930s. “Feinstein sounds too 
Jewish,” advised the comedian, who had 
himself begun life as Beriinger. 

In 1939 “Tuxedo Junction” was in- 
troduced by Erskine Hawkins and his 
band at the Savoy Ballroom, in New 
York, and was an immediate hit The 
song was named after a railroad stop 
in Alabama, its instrumental was co- 
composed by Hawkins and his saxo- 
phonists Bin Johnson and Julian Dash. 
Helped immeasurably by Wilburn 
“Dud" Bascomb’s muted but swinging 


trumpet solo (often mistakenly credit- 
ed to Hawkins), the band’s recording for 
the Bluebird label was its biggest- 
ever success, and the piece soon 
replaced Hawkins’ “Swing-Out" as his 
signature tune. 

White bands of the day often looked 
to black bands for material and Glenn 
Miller soon recorded his own version of 
“Thxedo Junction" for the same label, 
sewing an even greater hit When it was 
decided to add words to the music, the 
28-year-old Feyne was sent by his pub- 
lisher to meet Hawkins as a possible lyri- 
cist After hearing “Tuxedo” only once, 
he impressed the bandleader by dash- 
ing off the complete lyric on the spot The 
song was successfully recorded by the 
Andrews Sisters and by Jan Savitt and 
other orchestras. 

Feyne and Bill Johnson’s “Dotimite" 
record fir Bluebird by the Hawkins band 
caught the attention of Jimmy Dorsey, 
who recorded it with his orchestra for 
Decca (1940). 

Feyne became a member of the 
American Society of Composers and 
Publishers (ASCAP) in 1940 and con- 


tinued his association with Erskine 
Hawkins that same year by collaborat- 
ing with Robert B. Wright on the words 
of “After Hours", a haunting blues piece 
originally composed as an instrumen- 
tal for the Hawkins band by its chief 
arranger and pianist Avery Parrish. 

In the late 1930s Feyne was busy in 
radio, not only as a solo singer, but as 
a writer-producer of the series Rhythm 
School qf the Air. During the Second 
World War he served overseas with the 
77th Infantry Division, presenting Army 
shows and winning the Bronze Star 
After the war; he wrote and produced 
for television, provided both words and 
muaefor Time far Fun. an album of chil- 
dren's songs, and launched a music pub- 
lishing firm. 

In 1946 he and Robert B. Wright put 
words to "The Jersey Bounce", an in- 
strumental co-composed five years ear- 
lier by Wright, Bobby Plater, Tiny 
Bradshaw and Edward Johnson, and 
originally popularised by the Glenn 
Miller and Benny Goodman bands. The 
piece had a second success as a song. 

In 1954 Feyne collaborated with Mau- 


rice Shapiro on “Why”. Their song (not 
to be confused with the 1959 ballad of 
that title, recorded by such artists as 
Frankie Avalon and Anthony Newiey) 
gave Ibp Forty records to both Nat 
“King” Cole and Karen Chandler. 

Feyne wrote more than 400 songs, 
his other collaborators including 
Milton Berie, Harry Revel Bill Har- 
rington, Raymond Scott, A1 Sherman 
and Peter Tmturin. 

He is survived by a son and a daugh- 
ter from his second marriage, and by his 
third wife, the former Beatrice Ruzow, 
who was r unning bis publishing com- 
pany when, at the age of 82, he proposed 
to her. “Buddy was a sweet man, but be 
always had a new song on his mind," she 
recalls. “So I arranged fix- us to get mar- 
ried on my birthday. I figured it would 
give him one less big day to remember" 
DlCKVOSBURGH 

Bernard Feinstein (Buddy Feyne), 
lyricist, composer, publisher, singer 
bom New York 9 June 1912; three 
times married (one son, one daughter); 
died Los Angeles 10 December 1998. 
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Marriages 

& DEATHS 

Deaths 


RYLANDS: The funeral service of 
George H.W. <DadJe) Hylands 
CH CBE,EfeUow of King's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, win be held in 
King’s College Chapel on 
Monday 25 January at 3pm. No 
flowers, but donations may be 
sent to Cambridge Arts Theatre 
Trust, St Edwarffs Passage, 
Cambridge CB2 3PL 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions. 
Marriages, Deaths, Memorial 
services, Wedding anniver- 
saries, In memonam) are 
charged at £6 50 a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette 
announcements (notices, 
functions. Forthcoming 
marriages. Marriages), which 
most be subznittetiin writing, 
-lire charged at £10 a line, VAT 
Atra. Always include a day- 
rime telephone number. The 
Independents main switch- 
board number is 0171-283 2000. 


Birthdays 

Miss Mary Hayley Bell, 
playwright, 88; Admiral Sir 
Lindsay Bryson, Lord- 
Lieutenant for East Sussex, 
74; Commander Lord 
Cottesloe, Lord-Lieutenant 
for Buckinghamshire, 72; Sir 
John Cotton, former diplo- 
mat, 90; Sir Charles Davis, 
former Counsel to the Speak- 
er, 90; Mr George Foreman, 
boxer; 51; Miss Ann God- 
dard QC, circuit judge, 63; 
Miss Margaret Hall, head of 
design, British Museum, 63; 
Professor Cyril Hogarth, 
physicist, 75; Lord Hughes, 
fanner Minister of State for 
Scotland, 88; Mr John Hurt, 
actor, 59; Miss Piper Laurie, 
actress, 67; Baroness Lock- 
wood, former president, 
Birkbeck College, 75; Dr 
Lotte Newman, former 
president. Royal College of 
General Practitioners, 70; Sir 
Alfred Ramsey, former 
football manager; 79; Mrs 
Claire Rayner, journalist 
and broadcaster; 68; Mrs 
Gillian Shephard MP. 59; 

Miss Ann So them, actress, 

90; Sir Michael Spicer MP, 


56; Sir Hilary Talbot 
former High Court judge, 87; 
Sir Graham Wilkins, 
former chairman and chief 
executive, Thom EML 75. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: George Gordon 
Byron, sixth Baron Byron, 
poet 1788; August Strind- 
berg, playwright 1849; David 
Wark Griffith, silent film pro- 
ducer and director; 1875. 
Deaths: William Paterson, 
founder of the Bank of Eng- 
land. 1719; Queen Victoria, 
1901; Walter Richard Sickert, 
painter; 1942. On tins day: 
the Falkland Islands were 
ceded to Britain by Spain, 
1771; Ramsay MacDonald, 
the first Labour prime minis- 
ter; took office. 1924; the first 
broadcast of a football 
match took place (Arsenal 
v Sheffield United! at 
Highbury, London, 1927. 
Today is the Feast Day of St 
Anastasius the Persian, St 
Britbwold of Ramsbury St 
Biesfila. St Dominic of Sora, 
St Vincent Pallotti and St 
Vincent of Saragossa. 


Lectures 

National Gallery; Julia 
Tozer, “Entrances and Exits 
(mT, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Pat Earnshaw, 
“Identifying Needle Laces”. 
2pm. 

Itite Gallery: Justine Hop- 
kins, “Sex, Creativity and 
Reputation: Moore, Hep- 
worth and Epstein", lpm. 
British Museum: Rachel 
Ward, “Introducing ‘Edward 
Falkener; a Victorian orien- 
talist” 11.30am. 


Synagogue 

services 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4.17pm. 

Untied Synagogues: 0181-343 8989. 
^federation of Synagogues 0181-208 
2283. Union at Liberal aod Progres- 
sive Synagogues; 01(1-580 1883. 
Reform Synagogues of Great 
Britain: Q181-X4B 4731. Spanish and 

0171^§s^2573- NewLoadOT Syna- 
gogue tMasortD: 0171-325 1026. 


ROYAL 

Engagements 


The Duke of York. Patron, 
visits the Royal Free 
Hampstead NHS Trust 
London NW3. The Princess 
Royal opens St Julia's 
Hospice at St Michael’s Hos- 
pital, Hayle, Cornwall; visits 
the Humphry Davy School, 
Penzance, and opens new 
buildings; opens the Centre 
for Foundation Studies at 
Cornwall College, Pool, 
Redruth; visits Philip Can- 
Marketing, Long Rock, 
Penzance; and visits Classic 
Cottages, Leslie House, 
Helston. The Duke of Kent, 
President, the Royal Institu- 
tion of Great Britain, attends 
an evening discourse by 
Professor Susan Greenfield 
at the Institution, Albemarle 
Street, London Wi. 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, liam. 



PHILOSOPHICAL NOTES 


Martin Cohen 


Philosophy as a guide 
to political action 


SHOULD GENERAL Pinochet 
be extradited to stand trial 
for crimes against humani- 
ty? Should something be 
done to stop the massacres 
by Serbian forces? Clearly 
ethical issues. But what of 
the question of the legalisa- 
tion of drugs, or of the treat- 
ment of juvenile offenders? 
Should . . . but hang on -this 
isn't philosophy! 

A lot of political issues 
seem to have philosophical 
roots, ethical elements. We 
are interested to bear the 
views of politicians, of course. 
And, where appropriate, 
lawyers, policemen, even 
economists may be consult- 
ed - but philosophers? 

It may seem rather odd 
now, but the Ancient Greeks 
saw one of the bey purposes 
of philosophy as a guide to ac- 
tion, helping to answer the 
question “what should I do?” 
So often the political legal 
and even economic argu- 
ments are actually old philo- 
sophical ones. The names 
are changed, but the issues 
are the same. Strip away the 
irrelevant, superficial char- 
acteristics, and start to 
analyse the structure. The 
answers then, surely, can be 
better seen. 

Gottfried Leibniz thought 
he had developed a kind of 
early computer which would 
be capable of gobbling up 
difficult ethical issues, di- 
gesting them, and spitting 
back an answer that all would 
accept. “Come, let us calcu- 
late," would be the recourse 
of all civilised people, faced 


with such as Slobodan Milo- 
sevic and Augusto Pinochet 

In the 17th century, com- 
puters were rather rudi- 
mentary. consisting of bits but 
no bytes, and the dream re- 
mained a dream. But now, 
with machines capable of 
analysing a thousand times 
more information than is rel- 
evant of processing a million 
more algorithms than there 
are people to think up algo- 
rithms, surely now can’t we 
begin to use good philosoph- 
ical principles to mechani- 
cally solve some of our 
pressing problems? 

WeU. let’s try a few. Take 
General Pinochet. Let the 
computer adopt a utilitarian 
approach. We do not care 
what Pinochet has done (or 
not done). Will the happiness 
of the relatives of his victims 
outweigh the distress of his 
supporters? Will his trial in- 
crease or decrease the like- 
lihood of other dictators 

erarmritt in g atamrtons p rimps *) 

What are the principles 
involved? That no one should 
be allowed to be above the 
international principles re- 
specting the sanctity of 
life, forbidding torture, and 
that political expedients are 
wholly amoral? 

Or with Slobodan Milose- 
vic. who has successfully 
used international law to 
allow himself the right to 
commit the most ghastly 
crimes for several years - 
what advantages are there to 
respecting the sovereignty 
of the nation state, even when 
it is a terminally sick gov- 


ernment devouring its own 
citizens, if intervention could 
yet lead to chaotic spread of 
the contagious disease? 

But already it seems that 
however useful and impartial 
foe calculation, toe argument 
over the rules programmed 
will be just as intense and in- 
soluble as before. The issues 
remain stubbornly political 
and emotive, not to say irra- 
tional. The philosophers can 
come in and airily announce, 
like Rousseau, that they will 
begin by “setting aside the 
facts, as they will not affect 
the question", but they can- 
not set aside the starting as- 
sumptions (the axioms and the 
principles!. And often that is 
where the disagreement lies. 

At least with the problem 
of juvenile offenders, gradu- 
ating on their tiresome dirt of 
graffiti and vandalism to car 
crime, burglary and violence, 
we are on the safe ground of 
being able to test our hy- 
potheses. Let toe offenders 
be given money for dubbing, 
drugs for relief, and free ac- 
cess to the Internet! Then see 
how many give up offending. 
Later, let others be impris- 
oned in their own homes, or 
in special cells (still, erf course, 
with Internet links, but now 
only to philosophical sites). 
Then watch their frustration 
fight with grudging accep- 
tance of the might of the law. 

But for that, we do not 
need the computer Non come 
to think of it, the philosophers. 

Martin Cohen is the editor 
of 'The Philosopher* 
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Sincere belief is 
insufficient defence 


IN DECIDING whether the 
defence of fair dealing under 
section 30(1) or (2) of the 
Copyright Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 had been 
made out, it was not enough 
for the user of the material 
to have the sincere belief, 
however misguided, that he 
or she was criticising a work 
or reporting current affairs. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
Carlton Television's appeal 
against a decision that it had in- 
fringed the copyright of Pro 
Sieben Media AG. 

The plaintiff, a German tele- 
vision company claimed that 
toe de fendants had infringed its 
copyrights by including in one 
of its programmes a 30-second 
extract from a German televi- 
sion programme, which had 
been broadcast by the plaintiff 
in a magazine programme 
called TAFF. 

The plaintiff's programme 
was about Mandy Allwood, who 
was pregnant with eight live 
embryos as a result of fertility 
treatment The plaintiff had 
made an agreement with Max 
Clifford, Ms Aftwood's public 
relations consultant, giving it 
toe exclusive right to broadcast 
an interview with Ms Allwood 
in Germany 

The defendants’ programme 
was directed at and critical of, 
chequebook journalism. The 
extract from the plaintiff's pro- 
gramme was shown with the 
name TAFF appearing promi- 
nently in the bottom right-hand 
comer of the picture, and, less 
prominently, toe plaint iff ’s logo, 
a stylised figure 7, in the top 
right-hand comer. 

Hie judge decided that the 
defendants had failed to dis- 
charge toe onus of proving that 
the extract had been included 


Friday Law 
Report 

22 January 1999 

Pro Sieben Media AG 
v Carlton UK Televi- 
sion Ltd and another 
Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Nourse, Lord 
Justice Henry and Lord 
Justice Robert Walker) 
1 7 December 1998 

in their programme for the 
purpose of criticism or review 
within section 30(1 j of the Copy- 
right Designs and Patents Act 
1988, and that there had been 
insufficient acknowledgement 
He further concluded that 
the use of the extract by toe 
defendants was not for the 
purpose of reporting toe “minor 
but newsworthy event” that 
Max Clifford had sold an 
interview with Ms AD wood to 
German television, within 
section 30<2), but that if he 
were wrong about that, he was 
in no doubt that the use made 
of the extract was not fair in all 
the circumstances. The defen- 
dants appealed. 

Martin Howe QC and Charlotte 
May (Denton Hah) for die plain- 
tiff: Michael Silverieaf QC and 
Mark Vanhegan (Henry Hep- 
worth) for the defendants. 

Lord Justice Robert Walker 
said that the intentions and 
motives of the user of anoth- 
er’s copyright material were 
relevant for the purposes of the 
defences available under sec- 
tion 30(1) and (2). particularly 
on the issue of fair dealing, so 


far as it could be treated as a 
discrete issue. 

It was not necessary, how- 
ever; for the court to put itself 
in the shoes of the infringer of 
the copyright in order to decide 
whether toe offending piece 
was published “for the pur- 
poses of criticism or review”, 
and it should not give any en- 
couragement to toe notion that 
all that was required was for the 
user to have the sincere belief, 
however misguided, that he or 
she was criticising a work or re- 
porting current affairs. 

The judge had erred in prin- 
ciple in focusing too much on 
the actual purposes, intentions 
and motives of those involved 
in toe planning and production 
of the defendants’ programme, 
and in focusing too little on the 
likely impact on the audience. 
The programme had been made 
for the purpose of criticism of 
works tfchequebookjournaEsm 
in general and in particular 
the then very recent treatment 
by the media of the story. 

The use of the extract was 
fair dealing within section 30(1) 
of the Act, and the transmission 
of the plaintiff's logo had, in the 
circumstances, constituted suf- 
ficient acknowledgement The 
defence under section 30(1) of 
the Act accordingly succeeded. 

Furthermore, Ms Allwood's 
multiple pregnancy, its pro- 
gress and its eventual outcome 
were on any view current 
events of real interest to the 
public, and the fact that Max 
Clifford had sold an interview 
to German television, albeit of 
limited and ephemeral interest, 
was also a current event The 
defence under section 30(2) 
would, therefore, also succeed. 

Kate O'Hanlon 
Barrister 


“DO YOU want butter on 
it?" asked the man in a 
Brighton sandwich-shop. 
“Yes, please.” With which, 
he dog his knife into a tub 
of grease which I could not 
believe was butter. “Is that 
margarine?” “Yes." “But 
yon just asked if I wanted 
butter” “I know,” he said, 
knife aloft, “it’s a figure of 
speech, isn't it?” 


WORDS 

Christopher 

hawtree 

butter, n. 

No arguing with that (but 
why is it yellow, not bine or 
green?) - but there in the 
fridge was some butter, 
wrapper folded along most 


of the craggy edge. “Look, 
there’s real butter, under 
your nose!” “It’s hard, for 
melting in baked potatoes." 
“You don’t put margarine 
in the potatoes?” “No,” he 
replied in surprise, “you 
can't put margarine in 
potatoes." If the Mad Hat- 
ter had tendered for outside 
caterers, this would have 
been the man for the job. 
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Trains, planes and terminal anoraks 


WHAT WILL be the nest 
television programme about 
airports? TV executives love to 
copy winning formulas, so maybe 
it will be “Terminal Decoration". 
The format will be that, while the 
boss of an international airport is 
away for the weekend, a team 
from Carlton - led by Gary 
Lineker -wallpapers the 
terminal and re-Tarmacs the 
runway. Or “Who Wants to Be a 
Long-Haul Pilot?” in which 
members of the public try to fly a 
jumbo across the Atlantic, and if 
they go into a taitapin they're 
entitled to “phone a friend”. 

But there’s one group, ever 
present at any major airport, 
that’s never likely to be filmed. At 
Gatwick, you find them by going 
round the back of Thornton's 
chocolate shop, then along a 
corridor that looks as though 
you’re not allowed to go down it: 
the sort of corridor in which you 
expect to overhear whispering 
criminals plotting to kidnap an 
ambassador. Then up a lift and 
past a bloke who apologises for 
charging you £1,50, and there 
they are-, the plane-spotters. 

There may seem to be a 
peculiarity at the heart of this 


hobby. Bird-spotting, for 
e xam ple, offers a challenge. Ha 
species can be found only on the 
Faroe Islands, and you have to 
take a boat there and then crawl 
through the woods at 5am to 
catch a glimpse of this rare bird 
through the undergrowth, that 
represents quite an achievement 
It doesn't cany quite the same 
glory to succeed in spotting a 
plane at an airport 

But next time you’re on a 
plane that's landing, remember 
as you’re thinking “Phew, still 
alive then", or “Tm about to see 
my son for the first time in 20 
years”, that a line of blokes are 
ti cking you off as the second 
DC 1 66 since Thursday. “AD day 
yesterday I was waiting for an 
AH,” said Simon. “Then five 
minutes after I left, it arrived." 
Isn't that always the way? 

But this is the pointAs with 
their more famous trainspotting 
cousins, the first aim of plane- 
spotters is to collect numbers. 
They divide into two groups: 
those who collect all numbers, 
and those who collect one 
particular plane. Which is why 
you’d be hacked off if you were a 
collector of AH numbers and the 


bastard didn't turn up. So 
specialised is this group that if a 
spaceship hovered down, they’d 
throw their arms up in 
exasperation about poxy aliens 
blocking the runway, and 
complain that now there was 
nowhere for the AH to land, they 
might as well go home. 

So they wait for their plane, 
and then they write down the 
number. All day. “I normally 
come here first, and then go to 
Heathrow,” said Derek, who’s 
been coming since 1978. 

The coffee-shop staff know 
them all personally, although the 
spotters don't drink much coffee. 
Instead, they bring zip-up bags 
carrying binoculars, notepads 
covered in numbers, Tupperware 
boxes of sandwiches, and bottles 
of diluted orange squash they’ve 
prepared earlier. Which makes 
them look quite cute, like 40- 
year-old cub scouts on an outing. 

As this dedicated line of 
around 30 spotters rubs its hands 
to keep warm, the uninitiated 
can’t help but wonder why. I 
began to wonder whether they’d 
think I was weird if I told them 
that I preferred to go dustcart- 
spotting. And that there was a 


Mark steel 



ON 

Location 


B6578 that Td seen every 
Monday for eight years, even 
after it was moved from Lambeth 
to Croydon because it didn't suit 
the wheelie-bins. Would they 
think I was at all odd if I said I 
had a mate who went to 
fairgrounds all over the country 
to go dodgem-spotting? 

Yet you can’t help feeling, as 
each plane roars off the runway 
to a flurry of felt pens on 
exercise books, that there is a 
rationale to this pastime. Fbr 
deep down, the spotters do sense 
that with every take-off and 
landing, they’re recording a 
momentous event 

By comparison, last year I was 


on a plane about to take off from 
Barbados and destined to land at 
Gatwick, where no doubt it would 
be spotted. As the captain was 
doing his opening routine, he 
announced that owing to the 
wind flapping the wrong way, 
we’d be landing 2 5 minutes later 
than scheduled. “Oh!”, belched 
the woman in the next seat to 
mine, throning her arms in the 
air; “Isn’t that typicaL” 

Clearly the fact that she was 
about to cross continents gave 
her no sense of occasion. Instead 
she was probably thinking, “I 
was hoping to nip back from 
Bridgetown and get home in time 
for Heartbeat” 

Whereas plane-spotter John 
was as captivated as ever by the 
importance of the events he was 
witnessing. “The marvellous 
thing about an airport,” he said, 
“is looking at everyone in the 
departure lounge, and wondering 
what they’ll all be doing 
tomorrow. You look at a queue of 
people, and maybe the first one's 
a dodgy geezer who'll be in 
Thailand buying drugs; she’ll be 
at a funeral in Turkey; and he’ll 
be having a bunk-up in Norway.” 
Every plane that passed 


overhead, he said, fasematedium 
because it contained a hundred 

stories. Why this led him to write 

down the number of the thing m 
a book, he wasn’t sure. It’s a , 
pointless pastime, but then so is 
everybody’s, unless your hobby 
is something like road-sweeping 
or mending the ozone layer. 

In pursuing this pointlessness, 
John had been arrested twice. 
“The first time was in northern 
Greece, when we broke into an 
airfield. That was a laugh-” ; 
Though, for all we know, they 
were suspected of being Turkish 
spies. The numbers they’d 
written were handed to a crack 
team of codebreakers, and the 
orange squash was delicately 
buried underground and blown 
up in a controlled explosion. 
“Then I got arrested for breaking 
into RAF Mildenhall with my 
mate. He was obsessed with this 
plane that could only be spotted 
at this American air base. So we 
slipped under the fence, but they 
caught us. But he spotted the 
plane, so we could tick it off.”. 

They were kept overnight, he 
said, but once the Americans 
accepted that they were plane- 
spotters, they gave them a big 


breakfast and showed the™ 
round the whole airfidd. 

So could you really wnte this 

hobby off as boring? Howmany 
DIY enthusiasts would take on 
the most powerful mihtaiy 
machine in history, for ajgrgse 
of their favourite Rawtptag? How 
m«ny gardeners would risk 
solitary confinement fora 
chrysanthemum? - 

Every hobby is pointle ss. T he 

trick is to recognise your own . 

as such, and then pursue it with 
ludicrous dedication. 

So, a banker of a TV senes 
would be a drama about a plane- 

spotter and his assistant, . 
breaking into top-security 
estab lishm ents and uncovering 
conspiracies to hide the truth 
about the whereabouts of their 
favourite plane. It could be called 
“The AH Files” and subtitled 
“The bloody thing must be out 
there". 

Maybe Saddam’s a plane- 
spotter specialising in Stealth 
bombers. And the only way he 

could tick it off was to kick out ■ 

the weapons inspectors. So on 
the first night of the bombing, he 

was on the roof of his palace 
screaming “Got it at last.” 



Remember. 


A 


it’s your 


nightmare 


Crimewatch ' s eight million viewers know they 


just might recognise someone. By Ann Treneman 


I t is dark and raining, and 
I am standing in an alley- 
way just off a suburban 
street in Selly Oak near 

Bi rmingham The alliy is 

an L- shape. The first bit is 
dose to the street and has a 
security light, but then you 
turn and suddenly feel ex- 
tremely vulnerable. This is a 
rat’s tunnel, barely 3ft wide, 
with sides of sheet metal and 
wood that are at least 8ft high. 
It is a dead end. No one could 


The scene of a rape reconstructed for the I50th ‘Crimewatch’, a programme Chat makes people feel like good citizens for timing in Mike Scott 
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Legal Notices 


B AKER. Frederick Ronald Gcot*c Baker 
tile ul Bottom. MtdJIcsen 
dual Jl SlanwvLL Middlesex, 
im 2IU April l 1 *** 

B VRTUnT. Hcnrj Bankn 
hie of Bi'gnoT Rvpv Wen Swci 
died ai Ouchcwcr. Wen Suma 
noSih February |ws 

BU CK. Leonard Block 

Luc of Worcester 

died there, on 15th J-imun INNS 

BROWN, fturJaws Broun 

talc of Nc» Snutheaic. London Nil 

died Ji Enfield. Middle*^ 

on Rih IW«S 

CLARKE, Alfred Hean Clarke 


(Emjic ahuu i ffr.omi) 


(EMalc jfvul OUnil 


(Ealaic about 


(EMale atvul £U«H.U«1 


Lite of Birmingham 
died there on -bill Mas 1<WS 


(Estate about £11.*«M) 


LOLUEK, Horace Coflkr 

late of ShcQkUL South Yorkshire 

died then.- on 2Wih December l*ff 

CREIGHTON. Michael John CrefeMoa 

late of Urichlon. E,rsj Susses 

died ihcrc'on “ih September lw*Jh 

DEEMING, Gladys Deem i op. spInMA 

Vile of Uirmineham 

died Ibex on Ihih Ociirfvr I 'MS 

FLETCHER. Malcolm Thomas Itncbcr 

laic of Skegness. LnkutasltrTc 

died there on l-Jlb Mai 


lEfiau uKiui moral) 


(Estate .ihoul CVLUOOl 


i EslJlc about CtlJXUI 


(Estate abut CIU.OUlj 


FRENCH me BULLOCK. Gladys French nee BuDnck widn* 
: Midland'. 


(E«ic about ESjWi 


(Euaur about 


late i-f Sutton Coldfield, tten 

died there ■ «! n lh September 1<MS 
GWTUN. Norman hnrrv Galina 
late of Wilmikm. Cheshire 

died 31 Manchester on 1-SUt t kaober l°^S (Esialc about £2UQ.fxY1) 
HAABTON. odrenrtsc HAMTCTOV oibcnrfie HAMPSTEAD 
Alar) Abb Hsmslon olbmKe Mar) Ana Hampctoa otbcnrisc 
Mai) Aaaa Hampstead otherwise Molh Hampsrcad npioslcr 
late of CridJc wood. London NWZ 
died the tv on 27(h Marsh IWi 
HARASTN. fffpaOt Karas (n 
laic of Newark. NolLuigharmturc 
died at Woriuon. Nonuirliatti 
on 25ih Devcmtvr l*bJ7 
JEFFREY. Graham Ken Drth Jeffrey 
[ate of Hollo id 
died there cm 4th March IPOS 
KORllS, Frank Kotik 
laic of St ;.Lbndcc. Hampshire 
died Ihtre on 5Uj October NdS 
KRZEM1NSKA tm Hl'DERMAN, Ew* Krzcminaka nee Hnbtrman 
aldoir 

late of Kingston- upon-TbaiDcs, Stum- 

died Ibete cm 2 September W5 " f Enatu tihinii £S5jW)1 
McKfE. Grcrpc James MrKJe other wire CefitRe McKie 
Idle of Gateshead, Tvnc &. Wear 
died l here on 2-1 Ih Starch fWS 


I Estate about £1 1 . 011 } 


i Estate ahoiii £$.iwll» 


(Estate; about £7,0(11) 


METCALFE. Daiid Joseph Metcalfe 
Loai’n Ell 


(Estate afoul £1^000) 


late of Lenorotciic 

dfeil there- no --fib Fdmuty f ws 


METZ. Fa 

late of Finebk-y. Loudon Nfi 
died at DarncL Henfordshuc 
on lUtfa April I998 
PEARMAN Also WUltaai Ftannaa 
late ofSoutlaca, Hampshire 
died there on bth December 1W 
ROBERTS Jane Mary Roberts 
laieuf Womsier 

died there nn 1-Mh Scpicmhcr 1<*9& 
RUSKS LEY Audrey Ranks!** spinner 
late of SbetTietd. South Yorkshire 
died there on Jnl Julj 
ROSE, PMIfp Rase 

late of North Keiumcirtn. Lundmi W1Q 
nthnurv 


c Euaie ahom £7/WBl 


(E.SUU- about U.MJUUI 


(Estate about £\lui) 


Estate about LitUVQl 


(Estate about LMl.iriOt 


died the red on I mb fchniary 1477 
STURDY Leonard Ralph Starch 
laic of Bristol 

died there on L'rU April l *wr 
VEALE. Clifford Draaris Teak 
late of Bristol 

died there on I Kh June !*«S 


(Estate ahul iKJkHIt 


lEitjie ahoul £S,(Xini 


(Estate aKntl £5.3*1 1 


The WUmefer and kin of the above named are requested to 
apply to the Tmsuty Solicitor f&I.'l. Quca i dime's Chambers, 
28 Broadway, London Stt’lH 9JS. fading which the Treasury 
Solicitor may take steps la administer the estate. 


Legal Notices 


TRANSFER .AND AFFIRMATION 
OF JUSTICES LICENCE 
To: The Chak to the Licensing 
Justices Ear Ore Division of 
Kettering 

To; Tlx Oak to Kettering 
Borough Council 
To; Tbc Chief Constable of 

b OCltuniplinuliu «_ 

CoDStabahry 
To-. The Hr Amhortty 
TAKI NOTICE but Seamus Leahy of 
The Old Frur. Lower Street. 
Tutyecll, Northampronshite having 
for the past sis months carried on 
the trade or calling of Licensee 
intends to apply at the Licensing 
Swswns lor die said dhisioit to be 
held at The Court House. London 
Road. Kettering on Thursday 11 
February 1999 at 10.00am for the 
transfer and affirmation of a 
prewiona/ luswes Licence panted 
to C&tf Tee-Bocr and lohn Lews on 
TJ Fefanuty 1998 of pmwes 1o be 
s«uate at and to be mown as The 
Cenlral Hall, Jl Montagu 5ireet. 
Kettering. 

OWN LtNDCR OUR HANDS tho 
18th day of lanuary 1999 
PAI5NEX&CD 

Bouverie House. 154 Ftoei Street 

London EC4A2DQ 

Sqfnjmr, my} Authorised Agents tor 

Mi tnbebdfaf the aid AppBam 


IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
aLLNCEItr MVlSKW 
KO $964 OF 199* 

Dl THE SUITES OF 

OLD MUTUAL SOUTH 
AFRICA TRUST PLC 

JO® n THE MATRX Of THE 

anrpwns act 

None B WKi BY ChTb tfat the Gnfci 
of the High Cti aft of Irntire iChanrtrv 
Dhrioai c&ed Wedneday the IHi day <0 
imun 1999 Lmtrinng the wAjewii o( 


the tbvr nmiwn acrivnl i4 ilw above 
Comomy By ULDC0 UK «as imeerd h> 
the finaxac nt CmMnrr an IS (anuin 


Kovnl of ilv: above 


the firjjuc 

W 


Gunpann i 


i family 


XOfttONEOH 

Kecrpwt PC S' 1 !, Canomb 
RlWt. loMoa (CT4 TON 
iHcf.R»2IKI119t 
Wotun Write Ccr^atv 


STENNER 


Beatnc? Szabeth Slafincf 
SoMor 

toe a! tVes? KenstTCJor iv>4 

dtettnore 

on 2t July 19W 
Ifeate about EtMJWI 


Rrtrfcia Samar ono Cba un cl 
name are isauesod 
to iw*r to rw t.tkewv Sonoca 
(BVl Ovoon flevw 5 Craurfcara. 
aSruKnay t,onConSSVIH3J5 
fawng ntici » Tmnay ScSou 
may are bbcs acmwsw sip 


MELATI RESTAURANT (1381) 
L&UTED 

Node* is hnby gim p w i i a nl B> 


98 of the tar ahmey As 1388 
1 Ita CRthlBfS 


that i Masting of fa toilers of lb* 
rixnfruraed coups ay nfl bf held H 
28 Path Read 5unm IHttat 
HA7 UR on 2B.1.TS99 « 3pm fa to 
purpo s es met men ed at tec ba r 99 ta 
101 of *• said Ari- toifecn anshag 
ttnaafttalfce»gjnKfcdge(ter 
prory . tagufar witb a fnB uaiactmu of 
accotxtl at The ngtseted otto - the 
obM adtkoa m Uar than 12 coos 
sn 27.1.1939. ft* dm purposes cf 
yatjag, ■ neared cadftur b ngri tl 
Wm ha u r unrttn ba uotityl to 
lodge it the afagre address before th» 
m m t in g. ■ mow goag p a n i r i d a i i 
d Nf reanty, the date nhn h ms 
gnto nf the nlue at wheb it ms 
otmrecL Rotici is further gireo that i 
fa of d* boos aod adtfcraes cf the 
Compaq^ cmStors oay be ■ttpeoed. 
free of drerge. A 20 Cfenh Road 
Staanre Ut&Beses KA7 AXR batoma 
lOan aod tpre bb the two busoess 
doys meeting the dm ef the meatiog 
jacatf dtom. 

SJAUSB UJMt&SM Shear 


Ef THE RICH COUKT Of JUSTICE 

mAMBETDIVTSKW 
SO69UJ0F I99fl 
LS THE SUTTIH (K 

FOREIGN & COLONIAL 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC 

AMI IM THE JUTTEH OF THE 
COSfPlMES ACT 1985 
(lacaipuuicd la Eoabod red 
Rhla-.1ia.UWlf 
(An iw i Un ory cBqga fi M fl n Ax 
noalagoffeaSon Mel the 
Cotapeoies JUS 198SI 
Nona S HEJ5EY CKV ttot t* CWw 

of the Hi^i Court. P> iChjsrery 
Dnaion. dued '.Vedaesdiv '.J LarnutY 
1999 rm fe gwig the ntjcos d 9v *ae 
cap- N'. d >he itw.e enD?j;r free 
in.SXI.Ctoa dhded vto Lo'SO.KO 
Curalitwe Neseiie a cr Shares a £'• rich 
«*f 1. '01600 00C Oitfeurt Sire of 
each fa i:T5,900,(SC'dinded irta 
I.IQMOOjm Win 9«n a ISp -«h 
by OeesneeBsm at ItfQAACisidAre 
Preteipnce Snares of tl each tui thr 
wawr aajnjwi h rie Cuut hin; nidi 
trpra to die capiu! of die Cocrpar. 
altered ike sema) paitiata mysred bi 
da akremeiMiied Ad iw irestered by 
the icratm <4 Cartpiiws on IS lanuan 
1099 

NOaiONBoa 

kempson House. TO 8o« S*C. Carnwot. 
StTrt.l'Mvi EOA "IN 

■Ref m^.’.rwrs- 

5c«.wn W: 1 * Corport 


The badrency Act 1906 
POOLAODY LIMITS) 
fin litp»datioa1 


Nona IS HSC81 GWEN that 
AUtmcF Raytaort Di-rmcun RPA 
ct Fopptaan & Appleby. * 
CucencuM &iuare. Lxrdon. 6CJM 
KN was ajportei Li^wiitcf d lh« 
sad Ccmpany by the iratbps and 
awiKri cn Ifth Sauaty 1593. 


M.R. DOtaiN'CTON. UeuldilM 


Public Notices 



(.■FFlCEntrfci- 

R.AU. REGULATOR 


THE RAILWAYS ACT 1993 


Licence Application by 
London and North Western Railway 
Company Ltd. (the Applicant’) 
Company Registration Number: 2380012 
Principal address of the Applicant: 
Crewe Heritage Centre, 

Vernon Way. 

Crewe 
CW1 2DB 


Directors of the Applicant: 
Peter Alan Waterman (Chairman) 
Antony John Mosley 


The Rail Regulator hereby gives notice in accordance 
with section $ (4T of the' Railwaw Aci IW.i that he 


proposes to grant a light maintenance depot (LMDl 
licence ; 


and a network licence (in order ta operate the 


aefwork within the LMD) to the applicant on the 

wiln all n 


grounds that, subject to compliance wild all ncccsury 
iegal rcquircmL-ni.v it appears to him to be 3 Gl and 
proper person to he the holder of such a licence and to 
operate the railway assets in question. Anv person who 
wishes to make any representation or objection with 
respect to Lhc proposed licence should send such 
representation or objection lo: 


Ms Assim Diana 
Licensing and Standards 
Passenger Srnica Croup, 

Office of ittc Rail Regulator, 

J Waterhouse Square, 

138-142 Holbom. London ECIN 2TQ 


not later than 19 February 1999 
Dated 22 Januar- 1999 


Chris Bolt. 
Rail Regulator 


Charities 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 


need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 
Bordon. Hants. GU35 9JZ 
Reg. Charity No. 270288 ffil 


A NEWSPAPER for that special 
data. 163M999, mod Idas ovaH- 
eWe. ideal birthday gift. Retnam- 
Dei Whan. Tot 0181-688 6323. Or 
GAU FREE OHO 620 000. 



escape, even m a movie. 

It is scaty even if you 

are not alone. I am here with 
about 10 people and I'm still 
shivering. And not just because 
it’s raining. This is not a movie 
set, though there is a camera- 
man who says “darling” a great 
deal and a man in charge of 
“moonlight". But this is a crime 
scene first and a film set by 
happenstance. The resulting 
six minutes of television will not 
be a drama but a reconstruc- 
tion, This is Crimewatch. 

I feel as if that sentence 
should be followed by dramatic 
music, but music, dramatic or 
otherwise, is just one of the 
things never allowed on Crime- 
uxitch. It began in 1984 and next 
Tuesday it goes on air with its 
150th programme. Over the 
years it has become an institu- 
tion, featuring 1.742 cases and 
resulting in 603 arrests.The 
presenter. Nick Ross, has been 
there since the beginning and 
must get exhausted by people 
quoting back to him his catch- 
phrase about not having night- 
mares. Even fictional police 
characters, such as Prime Sus- 
pect’s Jane Tennison, go on it 
to solve their toughest cases. 

Some say Crimewatch is 
public service broadcasting at 
its best Others find it the thin 
end of the real-crime-as-drama 
wedge. It is not the easiest of 
subjects to write about it is 
tempting to poke fen at it. The 
reconstructions can seem 
wooden, with stylised non- 
violent violence and those care- 
ful questions directed at 
viewers. “Did you see that car/ 
jacket/ bracelet etc?" they ask 
and you rack your brain, feel- 
ing as if you really must answer. 
The photofits can be fascinat- 
ing, and not just because you 
recognise someone. “Look at 
that silly goatee," you say to the 
other person on the couch. 

Eight million people watch 
Crimewatch, though, and it's 
not just for curiosity' s soke. Per- 
haps we watch for the same 
reason we play the lottery. 
There is a slim chance « you 
never know - that we might 
recognise someone on screen. 
Pve never seen anyone I know 
but I keep on watching be- 
cause I want to so very much!" 


says one addict This is Neigh- 
bourhood Watch without the 
legwork, a way to do the right 
thing without putting ourselves 
in any personal danger After 
every programme an average 
of L500 people ring in. They 
have helped solve the little and 
large, including cases such as 
Lin and Megan Russell’s mur- 
ders in Kent Crimewatch can 
makeyou feel a good citizen just 
by tuning in. 

Back in the alley I am struck 
by toe tack of cynicism. ‘I think 
it’s because we know that we 
can really make a difference,” 
says the director; Katie Thom- 
son. Fm not sure, though. Cer- 
tainty toe atmosphere would be 
much blacker if it were all pol- 
icemen or all journalists stand- 
ing in this alley I think it is 
because Crimeuxxtch is done in 



Kumar says she could not live 
with herself if she did that She' 
could not tell a victim that her 
case wasn’t used because it 
woukl make life programme too 
grim. Sometimes they are in- 
cluded because it is feared that 
the suspect may strike again. 1 

It is thought that the Mid- ' . 
lands rapist may do so. Every- 
one on toe set talks about tod 
crime. Quietly. The sound teefc 
nidan sgys that, standing in the 
alley it is impossible not to think 
about what she would have sj 
done. Crimewatch is meticul-^ 
ous on accuracy. A police offi- 
cer is always on hand They film 
only at the real crime scenes: 

JOf a crime happened at ni gh t, it 
is filmed at night Fbr the Mid- 
lands film, both filming days fid 
not end until after 2am. > 

The actors speak onty words 
that were said. This can sound 
ridiculous because real life am- * 
ply is not like a Tarantino 
movie. “You’re the sort of girt 
Td like to marry” says Shaun ■ 
DeDenty, who plays the suspect 
to his alley victim. Crimewatch 
actors are often chosen for '' 
how they look, and Shaun was 
chosen for his sideburns. His 
most recent job was touring in . 
“the Scottish play". The victims 
are all cast from Bir mingharri 
School of Speech and Drama -, 
students. '1 wanted them to 


Nick Ross and 
co-presenter Jill Dando 


have that real sense of tone* 


the name of the victim. “I am 
always aware that the victim 
will be watching the pro- 
gramme,” says the editor; Seefca 
Kumar. “You’ve got to keep 
their dignity. You've got to re- 
member what they have been 
through. We are not just about 
catching criminals. We are 
about hying to recognise the 
victim and helping to resolve 
what has happened.” 

It does Teel as though the vic- 
tim is here in Selly Oak, She is 
a young woman who was raped 
one November night by a man 
who apologised for what was 
about to happen. He told her 
that she was the kind of girl he 
wanted to marry. Then he 
raped her. Afterwards he tidied 
up. He has been linked tosixat- 
tacks, four in Birmingham and 
two in Nuneaton, and is known 
as the Midlands serial rapist 

Every Crimewatch pro- 
gramme features some l-i 
cases. Dozens arc considered 
Some are picked out by re- 
searchers from the papers or 
are put forward by police. For 
a case to be featured, there 
must be dues that can be put 
forward and there must not be 
a suspect Cases are not chosen 
to balance each other out Ms 


cence,” says Katie Thomson. 

She has decided to show dej 
tails of four of the aftanW j 
though no real violence is al^ 
lowed - and shorter versions of ■ 
the other two. She has met aB 
toe victims. Fbur agreed to b^: 
filmed. She says that it is these 
interviews, shot in silhouette) 
that provide her reconstruction . 
wto its grit and its drama. The 
story line is organised around : 
toe appeal points. "I always ask] ■ 
ww do you make a film that wiU ; 

make people want to phone in?i - 

ji nas to move people and make! : 

them help," she says. [ 
This is the trademark- ofr 
Crimewatch reconstructions] - 
Most real-life crime television! ' 
shows are aimed at entertain-! 
mg, and use all the techniques* i . 
of drama to make life seem: 
^S! r ' re ^'. But Crimeuwtchi 


it arsrss- 

J^P hold of their own storiesJ ; 
it is about real people and get- ' 
tmg away from the soundbite,* 

Ms Kumar. K 

"Working on this pro-i 
is so humbling. You m 
“me across such rawgrief and- 
iu U ^ suc ^ courage.” Batkin 1 

Ssfor lh S a Wrap - CKV 
next crime scene.: 

an#] «2i? r ““cohere warm, 5 ; 

te-fr s °m«me would just: * 

SJ^^aUeywaysoit., 
would not exist. , 
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Hungry f< 

It is well known that rodents live longer if 
fed a reduced-calorie diet. If it worked for 
humans, would any of us prefer longevity 
to a cream cake? By Tom Kirkwood 
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f you told a farmer in a drought- 
stricken part of Africa that going 
hungry might make him live longer; 
the kindest reply you might receive 
would be a piling shake of the head 
And yet since the mid-Thirties it has 
been known that feeding laboratory mice and 
rats the bare minimum needed for survival 
lengthens their lives by as much as a year. 

A year may not seem much to you and 
me, but if your lifespan is just three years 
to start with, a year's extension is a lot 
Recent research shows that severe calorie 
restriction in short-lived animals may 
activate a “time-out” strategy to cope with 
periods of hunger. Supposing it works for 
h umans, too - something we don't know as 
yet - could we hack all those hungry days 
and nights lor the sake of 30 more years of 
the same? But even if it doesn't - or if we 
„ » arit - we can look to calorie restriction to 
A*?ell us bow the rate of ageing is controlled 
Under-feeding in human beings is bad 
news. Famine stunts growth and shortens 
lives. If you are a woman, hunger harms the 
babies you cany. It even harms the next 
generation if your baby is a daughter. A 
womatfs egg supply is formed when she her- 
self is an embryo. If a mother is starved, her 
daughter’s fertility may be affected. 

Calorie restriction, however; is not 
malnutrition. Described as “under-nutrition 
without malnutrition”, calorie restriction 
provides essential nutrients, but with a much 
reduced total energy intake. In mice and 
rats, reducing energy intake by 30-50 per 
cent increases lifespan by around a third 
Unsurprisingly, the calorie-restricted rodent 
j»!ighter and smaller. It also tends to shut 
down its fertility. But, apart from these 
obvious differences, calorie-restricted 
animals are in many respects healthier They 
perform better in tests of stamina and 
endurance, they have reduced rates of 
developing cancez; and, in keeping with then- 
longer lifespans, they appear to age more 
slowly. Internally, they are better at repair- 
ing damaged molecules, such as DNA and 
proteins attacked by free radicals. 

How does calorie restriction do all this? 
Could it just be that it is not the calorie- 
restricted diet that is abnormal, but the diet 
that nffeys ronti rm nus access to an unlimited 
food supply? The typical laboratory rat 
lives all its life in the rodent equivalent of a 
fast-food restaurant Alert to this criticism, 
researchers have shown that calorie 
restriction still works when the animals are 
compared with others fed a controlled diet, 
which avoids any tendency towards be- 
coming overweight 

Another idea is that calorie restriction 
>fcpty reduces metabolism, slowing the 
production of toxic by-products such as free 
radicals. This harks back to an early notion 
called the “rate-of-Iiving” theory, according 
to which organisms with a high metabolic 
rate live shorter lives. This has since been 
shown to be false - eg birds have higher 
metabolic rates than mammals, yet on the 
whole they live longer: In fact the metabolic 
rate per gram of body mass is, if anyt hing, 
increased in calorie-restricted mice. 

At first sight, it seems paradoxical that 
a mouse or a rat puts more effort into its 
metabolism when food is scarce, but there 
is a way to explain it. Animals in the wild 
need to cope with a variable food supply. 
Good times are interspersed with bad. 


Hibernating animals deal with the re gular 
lean times of winter by entering a state of 
torpor. An alternative, when interruptions 
in food supply are less predictable, is to be 
flexible about how energy resources are 
used. Making the best use of available 
energy is critically important in the harsh 
struggle for existence. In particular, an 
animal needs to pay special attention to how 
it allocates energy between maintenance 
and reproduction. Getting the balan ce right 
is, literally, a matter of life and death. It may 
explain why we age. 

Some years ago, I suggested that the 
reason we age is that, under the imperative 
of natural selection, our genes evolved a 
strategy whereby in effect, they treat the 
bocly, or soma, as disposable. The highest 
priority of the genes, from a Darwinian point 
of view, is to invest in offspring. Investing 
in a long life is of secondary importance - 
hence toe “disposable” soma. We invest 
enough in maintenance to keep the body in 
good shape through what would have been 
the normal life expectancy of our ancestors 
- when life was nasty, brutish and short - 
but no more than that 
If the energy supply fluctuates un- 
predictably - a problem that is particularly 
acute for small animals with limited fat 
deposits - a key question is just how much 
should be invested in maintenance when the 
going gets tough. Should the animal neglect 
toe maintenance of its soma and put all its 
energy into a last-ditch effort at reproduc- 
tion? Or toouW it suspend reproduction until 
its prospects of successfully raising a litter 
are brighter? K it chooses the second option, 
it may even want to increase its mainten- 
ance and keep its soma in prime condition 
for making babies in the future. 

The UK Treasury has powerful computer 
models to help explore the best options for 
deploying its fiscal budget, and it was to a 
computer that my colleague Daryl Shanley 
and I turned to investigate the best strategy 
for a mouse with its budget of calories. We 
developed, in effect, a “virtual” wild mouse. 
We challenged toe virtual mouse with 
periodic bouts of “food shortage” and 
allowed it to evolve its optimal strategy. What 
we found was deeply interesting. When there 
was lots of food available, the virtual mouse 
(fid just what the real mouse does - it 
reproduced, and tuned its investment in 
maintenance to give a lifespan of around 
three years. But when the food supply felL 
and the mouse could no longer manage both 
to maintain itself and to reproduce, it aban- 
doned reproduction, it increased the effort 
it put into maintenance, and it lived longer 
In other words, toe computer model con- 
firmed that the fife-extending properties of 
calorie restriction make evolutionary sense. 

No one knows whether calorie restriction 
works in humans, but let us suppose for a 
moment that it can. What would we have to 
do to gain our longer lives? 

Mice and rats show toe greatest gain 
when food is restricted eaity in fife, soon after 
weaning. Such practice would be ill-advised 
in humans because it stunts growth and 
interferes with learning. The eating disorder 
anorexia nervosa, when it occurs in 
adolescents, delays or blocks reproductive 
maturation and bone development Never- 
theless, even when started only in adult 
animals, calorie restriction has a significant, 
though lesser, effect on lifespan. For 


longer life? 



Calorie reduction may not lead to longer life, but it can tell us bow the rate of ageing is controlled Hulton Getty 


humans, 18 might be a good age to begin. 

A reasonable target for a calorie- 
restricted human might be 70 per cent of the 
normal diet Herein lies the obvious difficulty. 
A typical maintenance diet for an office work- 
er is 2,000 calories a day for a man and 1,800 
for a woman. Reducing this to just 1,400 or 
L260 calories a day is an unappealing 
prospect We will need to find ways to trick 
our bodies into feeling sated, even though 
our energy intake is so low that it would have 
most of us ducking into the nearest cafe for 
a hefty snack. Goodness knows, most of us 
eat far too much. We continue to do this - 


and to eat the wrong things - even though 
we know full well that it is bad for us. 

In spite of being hooked on what for many 
of us are unattainable ideals of slender bodily 
perfection, we are tempted by high -calorie 
products such as chocolate bars, cream 
cakes and chips. The real difficulty with 
going hungry is that the benefits of a 
healthy old age, and maybe even of some 
extra years of fife, seem pretty remote when 
you are tempted by immediate gratifi c at ion . 

Let’s not be too gloomy if we can’t match 
up to those sleek but hungry little mice. Cal- 
orie restriction is telling us a lot about toe 


processes that affect toe rate of ageing. No 
doubt, as we learn more, we will find other 
ways to use these insights to combat the dis- 
eases of ageing and to enhance our quality 
of life in old age. 

7bm Kirkwood is professor of biological 
gerontology at Manchester University. His 
latestbook. ‘Time of Our Lives’, is published 
byWeidenfdd& Nicolson, price £20. He will 
be giving the keynote speech at an 1CA 
fonmcrn Science, Ageing and Immortality, 
on 4 F&miary at 7.30pm, at the Royal 
Institution, London (0171-930 3647 > 


UPDATE 


HUMAN EMBRYONIC Stem 
cells are not covered by toe 
United States’s ban on state 
funding for human embryo 
research, toe US National 
Institutes of Health has 
declared. The legal opinion, 
issued earlier this week, is 
an important milestone for 
US scientists aiming to 
investigate the possible 
benefits of stem cells, for 
example to grow new organs 
for adults. The ban defines an 
embryo as an “organism" - 
which stem cells, being 
individual elements, are not, 
toe NIH declared. 


DOLLY THE sheep was the 
success; but many attempts 
to done animals or produce 
them by in-vitro fertilisation 
(IVF) have resulted in very 
large foetuses which did not 
survive in the womb. Now, 
teams in toe US and Scotland 
have found that levels of IGF- 
2. a protein which promotes 
growth, were much higher in 
toe fivers of cow foetuses pro- 
duced by IVF rather than arti- 
ficial insemination. “It 
suggests that the IVF proce- 
dure somehow repro- 
grammes toe 1GF-2 gene.” 
Patrick Blondin of North Car- 
olina State University told 
New Scientist magazine. 


UNDERGROUND VOLCANIC 
activity on ancient Mars 
sculpted gorges far larger 
than toe Grand Canyon in the 
United States, and melted 
enough water to create floods 
of biblical proportions, ac- 
cording to two British 
geologists. 

Dan McKenzie and Francis 
Nimmo at Cambridge Univer- 
sity suggest that huge wedges 
of molten rock - known as 
dikes - stretched the surface, 
and also melted vast amounts 
of ice, causing colossal floods 
thought to have scoured 
Mars's surface between two 
and three billion years ago. 

The theory put forward in 
Nature, suggests that some 
water could have been 
trapped underground to pro- 
vide the sort of warm, moist 
oases where other scientists 
have suggested that life could 
have survived. 


SETT, THE Search for 
Extraterrestrial Intelligence, 
has begun looking for risible 
signs of alien life. Previously, 
groups working for Seti have 
relied on listening for radio 
messages - often in the so- 
called “hydrogen band" at mi- 
crowave frequencies. But the 
new initiative at the Universi- 
ty of California, Berkeley, and 
the Smithsonian Observatory 
in Cambridge. Massachu- 
setts, will use optical tele- 
scopes. One will look for short 
pulses of light, as brief as a 
billionth of a second, from 
nearby stars while the other 
will look for steady, extremely 
narrow band laser pulses, or 
single-colour light signals. 

Charles Arthur 


Technqquest 


/ Q: Who invented the rubber 
band? 

According to Hartoin 
Chronology on Inventions, 
Innovations and Discoveries 
by Kevin Desmond (1987), it 
was Stephen Perry of Messrs 
Perry and Co, Rubber Co 
Manufacturers, London, from 
vulcanised rubber 

Q: How do you determine the 
sex of a tarantula? 

When tarantulas are young they 
all look tike females, but as they 
get older their sex becomes 
more obvious. Adult males have 
hooks on their front legs and 
their stomachs are smaller than 
females’. Also, the males’ 
“pedipaips” (the feety bits that 
stick out of toe head) are 
shaped like dubs. However; it 
may take 10 moults, or about 
seven years, for these 
differences to become obvious. 

Q: Why is Madame Curie so 
famous? What did she do? 
Marie Curie is often portrayed 
„ as a sort of scientific saint - toe 
Florence Nightingale of 
u ' physics. In reality. Kke Florence 

she was as tough as old boots 
and an able administrator She 
war. a leL-wing atheist who at 
one point was involved in a 
terr ific she was 

accused of breaking up another 


physicist’s marriage, which 
eventually led to a dueL CNot 
involving hex; tooughj 

Marya SHodowska, as she 
was originally called, was the 
daughter of a Polish sdence- 
teachec She went to study 
physics and chemistry in Paris, 
where she married a physics 
professor Pierre Curie. In 1897 
Marie decided to study 
radioactivity for her doctorate. 
She began by working through 
all the elements then known, 
and found that uranium and 
thorium were radioactive. She 
then tried minerals and 
discovered that uranium ore 
(pitchblende) was far more 
radioactive than it should be for 
toe uranium that it contained. 

Marie suggested that toe ore 
contained an unknown, bat 
highly radioactive, element in 
such a small concentration as 
to be invisible. Haring little 
money, she and Pierre were 
forced to work in an old shed 
that had been a mortuary. It 
took them four years to extract 
a tiny quantity of raffimn from 
several tonnes of ore. They took 
very few precautions against 
the radiation, and even today 
Marie Curie’s notebooks are 
still too radioactive to handle. 

She received two Nobel 
prizes for her work on 
radioactivity before she died of 


leukaemia at the age of 67. 

Continuing the family 
tradition, one of the couple’s 
daughters, Irene, and her 
husband discovered how to 
make things radioactive using 
neutrons. They also received a 
Nobel prize. 

Q: How many stars are there 
in a constellation? 

The number varies a lot They 
are counted by measuring toe 
number of stars that can be 
seen in an area of the sky. The 
Southern Cross has lots of stars 
- 19.6 per 100 square degrees of 
sky. Most others have between 
five and six per 100 degrees. 

An easier way is to count the 
number of bright stars. 

In toe northern hemisphere, 
Centaurus has 18 bright stars. 
Canis Minor has only two. 

Q: How heavy Is the Earth’s 
atmosphere? 

Assuming the Earth to be a 
perfectly fiat sphere with an air 
pressure of 9.65 x 10* newtons 
per square metre (14 pounds 
per square inch) all over its 
surface, toe atmosphere weighs 
43 x 10“ newtons (a mass of 
about 5 million billion tonnes). 

You can visit the Ifec tmoquest 
Worldwide Web site at 
http:llwimo.scienceneLorg.vk 


THE TRUTH ABOUT... 


WHEN IS a planet not a planet, but 
just a lump of rock with a pre- 
dictable orbit? That question is 
weighing on the minds of two groups 
at toe International Astronomical 
Union OAU), who are considering 
whether our solar system has nine 
planets, or just eight 

The object of their musing is 
Piuto, usually the farthest planet 
from the Sun (though this year for 
the first time this decade, its ellip- 
tical orbit passes inside that of Nep- 
tune J. Discovered in 1930, almost 100 
years after Neptune, Piuto takes 248 
years to orbit the Sun and has a 
diameter of just 2,300km (1,440 
miles), less than that of our own 
Moon. Its mass is just 0.2 per cent 
of that of toe Earth, though it can 
boast its own moon, Charon, with a 
diameter of 1^70bm. 

But the IAU thinks that is not suf- 
ficient to merit inclusion with a 
grouping that ranges up to the huge 
Jupiter 318 times the mass of Earth. 
Instead they are thinking of atom* 
reclassifying Pluto as a “minor 
p lane t”, or lumping it in with an 
entirely new elass of objects. 

The underlying problem is that 
nobody has ever defined what a 
planet realty is. 

However; in many ways Pluto 
does not seem to be similar to the 
eight bodies that are. In fact it is 
more like a comet: its orbit is more 


Pluto 



Ptuto may be classified as a minor planet Science Photo Library 


elliptical than ours, and is inclined 
to toe plane of toe other eight 
planets by 17 degrees. 

Even Patrick Moore, the re- 
spected astronomer comments in 
his book Mission to the Pfonets that 
“Altogether; Pluto isamaverick, and 
there are grounds for doubting 
whether it is worthy of true satellite 
status.” Towards the end of toe 


book, be says: “Pluto cannot be 
classed as a bona fide planet” 
Many astronomers think that 
rather than being made from mat- 
erial that gathered at the centre of 
toe solar system about 6 billion 
years ago - as the “proper” planets 
did - Pluto is a comet that was cap- 
tured from a far more distant group 
of bodies called the Kuiper Belt That 


belt is thought to be the source of the 
comets that occasionally dive into 
the centre of the solar system, past 
the Sun. 

Hence the IAU*s unease. “For at 
least 20 years, it's been obvious 
that Pluto doesn’t fit” says Mike 
A’Hearn, an astronomer at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, who heads the 
Planetary Systems Sciences 
Division of the IAU. 

Dr AHeam wants to create a new 
class of objects for ice-balls that orbit 
beyond Neptune, and call them 
Trans-Neptunian Objects. Pluto 
would then be Trans-Neptunian 
Object No l. 

Brian Marsden, of the lAU's 
Minor Planet Centre, says he has a 
better idea. He’d like to see Pluto 
classified as a “minor planet,” of 
which there are thousands, then 
made to take a number The prized 
number 10,000 wfll probably come up 
next month. And, Professor Mars- 
den says, it would not be a demotion 
for Pluto to be referred to as the 
10,000th minor planet: “If s an hon- 
our;'’ he insists. 

But to Alan Hale, one of the 
astronomers to discover Comet 
Hale-Bopp, the whole debate is 
rather silty. “A hypothetical resident 
of Jupiter would probably laugh at 
our calling Earth a ‘major planet’,” 
he points out 

Charles Arthur 
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Nicely brought up but badly behaved 


I n the classic Decadent text 
of the late 19th century 
that was to influence 
Oscar Wide’s The Picture 
of Dorian Gray, the anti- 
hero of JK Huysmans’ 
Against Nature, the Comte 
ies Esseintes, retires to a Parisian 
suburban villa to indulge his taste for 
requisite objects. His epicene pur- 
suit readies its apogee when he de- 
rides to have the shell of a tortoise 
embossed with jewels, carefully 
riiosen so as to make a perfect aes- 
iietic complement to his Persian 
mgs as the creature crawls around 
Jie house. However it refuses to 
nove; and the comte realises that 
us pet has perished, overwrought 
iy the weight oE gems on its back. 

As we crawl through our own fin 
tesiede, weighed down by worries 
ibout the Millennium Bug, would 
myone dare to replicate the 
.-orate 1 s gesture? Perhaps. 
.yOuise Taylocco- curator of the 
decadence? show that opens 
his week at the Crafts Coun 
.t 2, quotes one of the exhibit- 
ng artists, Grayson Perry: 
Decadence in our age is not 
ust a matter of bejewelled 
ortoises and Venus flytraps, 
none an epidemic oE hype, 
he cult of celebrity, 60- 
rhannel TV and worn-out 
rony." ft is an opinion 
wrne out on Perry’s pair 
>f classic urns, appar- 
ently prettify decorated in 


;old, which on doser in- c • 

ipection are seen to fea- 
ure sordid scenes of ' 

nayhera and murder. 

Grayson Perry w as among “50 or 
*0" artists contacted by the show’s 
waters. They were asked “Does 
lecadence exist now, and what does 
t mean to you?" The result is \beftn- 
le-siecle cabinet of curiosities to be 
ound here. Significantly, the show 
las been designed by Simon Cos tin, 
nmous for his dead-animal jewellery 
n the Eighties. Cos tin's high fash- 
on/ art profile gives a glamorous if 
lot dangerous edge to the display - 
te wanted to have the signs written 
n human blood, but was overridden 
■y the Crafts Council on grounds of 
•afoty. The result is nonetheless im- 
iressive a sepulchral interior of neo- 
lassical black-velvet drapes 
.-lutebed by disembodied gilded 
lands-the sort of placea decadent’s 
KKfy might lie in state. 

So are the contents lying in state, 
i last gasp of de luxe one-offs in the 
ace of increasing minimal utilitar- 
anisra? Mary Shoestec who, along 
/ith her co-curators Philip Hughes 
nd Louise Thyioi; has refined the 
how’s intellectual approach, defines 
he aim of Decadence?: “At the end 
•f every century culture becomes 
bsessed by where it’s been and 
/here it’s going. Where is the hap- 
piness in life?" This worrying anxi- 
ety has an obverse side: a retreat 
ito luxury. For Taylor, Decadence? 
s about “redefining luxury ... it’s not 



sequins, but cashmere"; the ex- 
quisite. the hand-made, the 
unique. 

Ihis show could 
furnish an entire 
apartment fora mod- 
ern-day Comte des 
Esseintes: horn Neil 
Wilkin’s steel-and- 
crystal chandelier to 
Carl Haim's rustic 
Gotfaicchairmadefor 
a young girl, “nicefy 
brought up but badly 
behaved ".-from Kei Ito’s 
bleach-splattered linen 
housecoat, to the Umo- 
rous Beasties’ screen- 
prints of thistles and 
vine-entangled fish that re- 
semble a William Morris for 
the 21st century. 

You'd have to take out a sec- 
ond mortgage to be able to afford 
John Makepeace’s Fifteen , a 
chest of drawers assembled from 
burr elm and wild cherry, its every 
joint and edge so rounded or mitred 
as to become a sensual object in its 
own right But your breath must be 
reserved for the back room where, 


hanging 

from the ceil- 
ing and dispens- 
ing reflected shards of 
light on to the other ex- 
hibits like a decadent bene- 
diction, is Andrew Logan's 
Icarus - the falling would-be 
angel with his wax wings, 
here rendered in mirror and 
stained glass, curving around 
him as he tips out of Bltec - 
Perhaps the pieces that best fit 
the purist’s conception of decad- 
ence’s deathly symbolism are 
David Hensel’s jewellery. One Day 
Off is a necklet, fashioned from 
flame-like tufts of red silk and mock 
Viagra tablets (the 1968 Drug Act 
precluded the artist and the gallery 
from using the real thing); another 
choker; Millstone, aims an inert 
bullet at the wearer’s jugular A 


neck- 
piece made 
of mammoth Ivory 
and fine gold wire displays key 
words - “violence", “venom”, “guilt". 
And most extraordinary of all is a 
garrotte in red silk, winch recalls the 
red ribbons worn around the necks 
of French Revolutionaries. 

Hensel’s work “is designed to 
encourage extravagant behaviour... 
I feel decadence is a natural cultural 
phase, that indulgence in opulence, 
an a massin g of high-quality decor- 
ative art, is always the decadence of 
the Patron, never the artist". 

In a culture where time is the 
most precious commodity, notes 


Sboesteh 
to lavish time on 
creation can be a decadent act in it- 
self Her favourite piece is Ingeborg 
Bratmarfs 12-ft-long necklace of 
Mabe pearls from the South Seas. 

Deoniem^undoubtedfy seeks to 
capitalise on a Zeitgeist We live in 
an irony-ruled culture in which art 
has become almost an idea in itseff; 
where Elton John can employ two 
people to arrange the 2,000 fresh 
flowers he orders for his London 
homes each week; where cocaine is 
the new opium of the masses (a truly 
decadent piece for the show’s 
curators to have commissioned 


might have 
been a coke-sniff- 
ing straw and mirror), 
there is a sense in which 
decadence, as a continuing strand 
from successive fins desi&de, is a 
precursor to regeneration. 

She sees the showas having “the 
ambience of an 18th-century salon"; 
visitors are encouraged to sit on Carl 
Hahn’s chair; to touch Neil Wilkin’s 
chandelier And, if they are in a truly 
des Esseintes frame of mind, they 
can buy it all, too. 

"Decadence?’ is on at the Crafts 
Council Gallery, 44a PenborwiUe 
Road, London Nl 9BY, 0272-275 7700, 
from 21 January to 14 March 
Philip ffoare’s ‘Wilde’s Last 
Stand; Decadence, Conspiracy & 
the First World War’, is published 
by Duckworth, price £11,95 
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Stowing the seeds of life 

If the Earth dries out, how will we be able to make the desert bloom once more? 
The answer lies five metres below the Sussex Weald. By Nonie Niesewand 






B offins at Kew have plans 
to save the world in the 
next century when the 
world turns into one big 
desert. Deep under- 
round. beneath their new labora- 
tories at Wakehurst in Sussex 
pening next year a seed bank 
tores 25,000 species from arid 
egions. By the year 2010, if the 
■orst happens, they can forest the 
ahara with prickly juniper, bring 
‘ankincense back to Somalia, and 
et baobab trees all around the 
.impopo river in Africa. 

Fbrget the rainforest - the sei- 
ntists at Kew have, because they 
?alise that only the politicians can 
ave it. Logging is a political agen- 
a. not a botanical one. But in the 
ried out desolate areas of Australia, 
Jrica, India. Mexico and Brazil - 
'here the rainfall is less than 600ml 
. year - people eke out a living on 
usty soil so eroded that it blows 
way in the wind One fifth of the 
■orld population lives in these 
arched regions. 

Botanists estimate that one in 
ight plants every year are becom- 
lg extinct leaving our planet for- 
ver. Scientists at the Royal 
■otanical Gardens of Kew got the 
fiUennium Commission to give 


them a £30m Lottery handout 
matched by donor-funding to a total 
project cost of ESOm, to make a seed 
collection and a cluster of Laborato- 
ries to house it “It’s costing as much 
as Chelsea FC would pay for a de- 
cent forward tine, but will last a lot 
longer," saj-s Roger Smith, project 
director at Kew. 

Seeds are immediately X-rayed 
for insects that could destroy the 
whole collection. Once dried the 
seeds are stored in an icy chamber 
at minus 20C. Every 10 years, some 
of than are germinated to check the 
batch hasn’t passed Us sell -by date. 

Designated a site of outstanding 
natural beauty and special scientif- 
ic interest the sloping spur of the 
Weald at Wakehurst was tricky. Any 
new building had to be “at once im- 
perceptible but when perceived, of 
peerless quality", according to the 
the planners. So Stanton Williams, 
the architects, placed the seed stor- 
age vaults five metres underground 
with the laboratories, greenhouses 
and a visitor centre on top. 

Tb explain their elevations, the ar- 
chitects hand out a photograph of a 
long seed-pod Pragmatic as well as 
poetic, the architects took their in- 
spiration from a bean pod, swelling 
protectively around 10 hard-shelled 


seeds, creating 12 barrel-vaulted 
buildings, each measuring 244m by 
7.2m. Above the deep freeze, these 
single-storey vaulted labs cluster 
around the gardens in which pink 
drifts of sea-thrift thrive. Glazed at 
both ends, and faring east-west, they 
get maximum sunlight. 

Tb get Lottery' money' from the 
Millennium Commission. Kew bad 
to make their new outstation at 
Wakehurst accessible to the public 
In a winter garden which doesn't 
really Kve up to its name, since noth- 
ing much will grow there an edu- 
cational display introduces plants in 
their natural habitat. 

When the new laboratories open 
in MOl.you wffl be able to come right 
into the core and, through the win- 
dows. watch the scientists at work 
(“which is about as exciting as 
watching paint dry." Roger Smith 
says disarmingly). The aim is to 
demystify the men in white coats, 
as well as let them work in a con- 
trolled environment 

“It supply says, here we are, this 
is what we do, and explains it to the 
visitor who can interpret It as they 
will Wakehurst estate is aD about pri- 
vate discovery and the new budding 
is in the same spirit," Smith says. 

The most powerful reason to 


bank seeds, he believes, is their 
potential use in medicine. Members 
of the Women’s Institute collect 
yew clippings because it is used 
clinically in a cancer drug called 
Taxol. The chemotherapy for child- 
hood leukaemia. Vmblastin. is made 
from periwinkle plants. 

Haul Williams of Stanton Williams 
believes that this is the first Lottery- 
funded project that is really mean- 
ingful It's not just an excuse for a 
new building which everyone then 
wonders how to fill “We’ve produced 
an environment which holds on to 
the DMA of plants and grafts it back 
again,” he says. 

Rooms for research and con- 
templation cloistered rhythmically 
about a courtyard planted with 
clipped Dutch elms are reminiscent 
of Le Corbusier's La Tourette 
monastery, where natural light 
streaming though coloured light 
wells, into the dim chapel, make 
one doubt Le Corbusier's avowed 
agnosticism. 

Stanton and Williams took their 
practice to La Tburette to France ffr 
a week’s retreat “Did you knew that 
Le Corbusier designed every space 
to mirror the proportions of those 
100 cell-like rooms? So the chapel 
is exactly 100 times bigger in volume 
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The pod-style seed banks at Wakehurst in Sussex 


than the ICO rooms. As you move 
about you cany with you that im- 
perceptible sense of personal space. 
It's an incredible experience," Paul 
Williams says. 

At Chelsea Physic Gardens last 
Wednesday. Paul Williams and 
Roger Smith gave a joint lecture en- 
titled “Architecture, Science and 
Spirituality". Not on religious 
groups -although, it has to be said, 
there is something proselytising 
about the plight of our planet - but 
to capture the new age. 

Few - establishments have the 
credibility to embark upon such a 


mammoth global quest. 

“We draw upon our links, not in 
the old spirit of the Empire when 
Victorians took away cuttings in 
their sponge bags, but with the co- 
operation of many countries re- 
sponsible for their own actions. 
“Rrst we ask, ‘Do you want to 

5r31' ^ you mandated?' 

With their informed consent, we 
begin seed-collection." 

. So wf»at happens if global warm- 

mg makes Waterwortd the reality 
rather than seas of sand? What use 
desert palms and thorn scrub then’ 
Roger Smith is sanguine. Tm not 
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Greenaway in Edinburgh: ‘I really do believe that the history of cinema has no comparison with the history of art' 


Colin McPherson 
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Every picture tells a movie 


Peter Greenaway says cinema is dead. The fun’s all going on elsewhere, and he’s going to prove it. By Elisabeth Mahone; 





A t Edinburgh College of Art 
last week, Peter Greenaway 
greeted a packed lecture 
theatre with two provoca- 
tions. “Contemporary cine- 
ma,” he began in his 
customarydelivefyallpreciseenunciation 
and rather pleased with what he’s about 
to say, “is extremely boring, moribund, 
dead.” The smarty-pants in die audience 
tittered, the scholars nodded, the rest of 
the audience - for whom Greenaway is one 
of the leading lights of contemporary cin- 
ema - looked a bit confused. “Bill Viola,” 
he continued, now on a roll, “is 10 times 
more exciting than Scorsese." Less titters 
and confusion this time, and more nods, as 
the crowd settled down for what was to be 
a talk rather like the films be makes: con- 
troversial, deeply funny in places, a daz- 
zling display of eccentric intelligence. 
And, let's not forget, a bit weird. 

He kept saying, “I don’t know whether 
you ever saw a film called...” when refer- 
ring to his own films, he told us that we 
would he celebrating the Millennium either 
six years too early or four years too late 
-jf and, declaring he felt rather constrained 
try the standard two-hour film format, 
talked about his new project which will 
consist of just the four feature films, a 16- 
part television series, four or five CD-Rams 


and a website. Well, what did you really ex- 
pect from the man who brought us The 
Baby qf Macon? 

What you might not expect from him, 
though, is an exhibition of fine art But this 
is what had brought him to Edinburgh, the 
opening of “Peter Greenaway: Artworks 63- 
98”, a retrospective of work produced, un- 
beknown to much of his cinema audience, 
during his 35-year career as a film-maker. 
While it may come as no surprise that 
Greenaways training was in fine art 
given the visual complexity and experi- 
mentation of his films, it’s something of a 
shock to discover that as well as making 
49 films and videos over the years, induding 
his best-known works The Draughtsman’s 
Contract (1982) and The Cook, the Thief, 
His W&e and Her Lover (1989), Greenaway 
has produced a huge body of paintings, col- 
lages, photographs and installations. The 
work on show is but a firry fraction of it. 

On the day the exhibition opened, Ed- 
inburgh was in a bit of a Greenaway fren- 
zy. The free tickets for his talk had all been 
snapped up well in advance, while the pri- 
vate view at the University's Talbot Rice 
Gallery was packed to the gills. “Which one 
is he?” Z was asked an improbable num- 
ber of times. And if the experience of Cor- 
nerhouse in Manchester, where the 
exhibition originated, is anything to go by. 


the gallery can expect brisk business. 
Doubling the usual n umb er of visitors for 
its exhibitions, the Greenaway show also 
sold 700 rather than the customary 150 ex- 
hibition catalogues. 

Unsurprisingly given the reason for his 
visit, Greenaway did his best to be seen as 
a visual artist who paints, makes films , cu- 
rates exhibitions, stages operas and writes 
books, rather than as a film-maker who 
paints. Rather perversely this involved giv- 
ing cinema a thorough drubbing and turn- 
ing his back on the medium for winch he's 
best known. Whatever question I put to him. 


more profound and entertaining than any- 
thing cinema has produced so fan 
“I'm very pessimistic now about cine- 
ma. There are no interesting film-makers 
anymore. They have all gone to the new 
media." And it’s tri dsy to ask Greenaway 
about the relationship between the films 
that we love (or loathe) him for and 
his paintings, as he refuses to admit any 
distinction between them. He relishes 
recounting a story about another journal- 
ist who suggested that they “leave toe films 
aside for a minute and concentrate on toe 
art” and, when someone tells him that 


T'm very pessimistic now about cinema . There are 
no interesting film-makers any more 1 


it was back to this theme. Why, for exam- 
ple, did he turn to a career in film alter 
graduating from Walthamstow School of 
Art? "Cinema gave me the opportunity not 
just to deal with toe imagery but with text 
as well, but I've somehow always felt that 
my moving into cinema would rally be tem- 
porary... I really do believe that toe his- 
tory of dnema has no comparison with the 
history of art We have had 2,000 years of 
image-making in terms of painting, which 
has produced thousands of different ideas 


scenes from his films look like works of 
art, he has trouble containing his glee. 
"See, you've fallen into the trap!” 

So 1 ask one of the exhibition curators 
instead. Alan Woods goes along with 
Greenaway's no-boundaries-be tween-dif- 
ferent-media position. “The more you get 
into what he does, the more one film hits 
another film, a film hits a painting. He 
might have an idea for a film from a paint- 
ing or maybe a film gets made and then it 
becomes a painting afterwards. So Drown- 


ing By Numbers existed as a set of ideas 
before in IfiePbfls [a series of collages from 
the late Seventies], then later as a book, 
The Pear qf Drowning, some of which led 
back to The FhBs. There’s a genuine in- 
terrelation here and some consistent ideas 
you can follow through." 

Inevitably most visitors to the exhibition 
will come because of Greenaway's films 
and will see toe paintings as a supplement 
to the moving images, the thinking behind 
them. But there are works relating to films 
most of us will never see, such as the rather 
neurotic map collages and images in A 
Walk Through H, relating to the little- 
known and vifery strange-sounding film of 
the -same name from 1978. Equally, some 
images, like the beautiful blue painting 
Icarus Falling into Wbter (1997), relate to 
films not yet made, ideas which may or may 
not surface in future projects. 

For toe artist, toe still images are a 
chance for what he calls “a private inves- 
tigation” of the themes that obsess him, 
without concern for narrative structure or 
the box office. They’re quieter, less 
shocking and esoteric than toe films and, 
maybe if they weren’t by Greenaway, we’d 
pass them by. 

But it's as impossible to see them ob- 
jectively m this way as it is to unravd where 
one idea begins and ends up in Green- 


away’s work. As Alan Woods puts it, if you 
know the films and see toe exhibition, you 
realise that “everything's behind every- 
thing, but it’s not present, it's always un- 
derneath”. If that sounds a bit befuddling, 
it won’t once you've seen this show. Take 
toe most recent work in the exhibition. Hay 
Woman, a painting of a naked female 
lower torso. Greenaway painted the picture 
after finding a branch in his garden shaped 
like this while he was writing the script for 
his forthcoming film Eight and a Half 
Women, a homage to Fellini's 8 1 /:. 

The painting was to be seen in the film, 
although in the end ft. won’tbe, but it’s clear- 
ly one of toe threads feeding into Green- 
away's work about Fellini's fantasies of 
female beauty. You can appreciate the film 
without this painting and vice versa, but 
seeing the different elements gives a rare 
insight into toe way Greenaway works. He 
doesn’t storyboard, he doesn’t give off-pat 
explanations of the films, he loathes our re- 
liance on narrative. As Woods puts it, "He 
gets everything together and then in- 
vents." It helps enormously, of course, if 
the trees in your garden grow branches 
shaped like naked female torsos. 

‘Peter Greenaway: Artworks 63-98’ is at 
the Talbot Rice Gallery, University qf Ed- 
inburgh, unta 20 February (0131-650 221 n 


Michael Church 

‘Only Arthur Miller 
strikes a false note, 
the old windbag...’ 



When you’d really 
rather not know 



THERE'S AN early convers- 
ation between Matt and his 
work-partner Rachel about 
whether it is desirable to know 
everything about someone or 
whether some mystery is 
preferable. The problem I have 
had with the previous plays in 
Brad Fraser's trilogy is that the 
audience knows only too 
immediately everything about 
his characters and that the 
comic-book influences that 
give them so much of their 
frame-filling extravagance also 
simplify them. 

Matt and Rachel are in fact 
successful comic-book artists 


THEATRE 

MARTIN YESTERDAY 

ROYAL EXCHANGE 
MANCHESTER 

and their early hip wisecrack- 
ery seems to promise more 
caricature. Matt the likeable 
young married man who 
discovered he was gay in Poor 
Superman, seems to have 
Sicked into an entirely new 
persona. But in Ben Daniels' 
strong performance be is stfll 
en gagin g and touchingly ner- 
vous as he begins a promising 
relationship with Martin. 
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A demount passion s, tragedy 

2 February - 7 March 1999 • Tickets £7.50 - £35 

Peacock Theatre ; i ^ 

Sadler’s Wells in the West End • Box Office: 0171 363 8222 


Martin Yesterday (Ian 
Gelder) is an openly gay local 
politician tirelessly commit- 
ted to making Toronto a more 
humane and decent place to 
live. Ebr a while, Matt's creat- 
ivity and Martin's gravity ap- 
pear an open and mature 
alliance as they share know- 
ledge of Martin's HIV and 
Matt’s incipient depression. 

But you cannot know every- 
thing about someone, and as 
more and more emerges about 
two of his ex-lovers, now his 
housemates, Martin's charac- 
ter complicates. Nor Is it easy 
to get a fix on these two: the 
knowing Qudbecois Yves 
(Nathan WfllcocksS and the 
out-of-his-fece kid Rex, played 
by Daniel Roberts. But as 
Martin’s personality first 
draws doubts and then dark- 
ens, so Matt reveals more of Ms 
own self-centred ruthlessness 
and disdain for “losers” among 
whom even Rachel (Ruth 
Lass) comes to be counted. 
Here is toe complexity of char- 
acterisation I missed In 
Fraser’s earlier work. 

Fraser's argument is that it 
is toe distortions of relation- 
ships caused by the pressures 
of straight society on “sick” 
gays, and toe real sickness of 
Aids, that so confuse Matt and 
Martin and bring such 
destructive frustration. 

Marianne Elliott directs the 
rmpflggjftyipH exchanges with 
clarity and force and is sup- 
ported by a design team which 

ensures that the dance-dub 
settings work as a metaphor 
for toe whole urgent action. 

JEFFREY WAINWR1GHT 
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MUSIC 



Lyric Sheets 

Martin Newell 

Chris Smith, the Culture Secretary , 
has agreed to the staging of nine 
Hyde Park gigs every summer 
for the next jive years. The 
concerts wiU help to raise money 
for the royal parks. Artists 
lined up include Sting, Simply Red 
and Sir Cliff Richard 

Margaret’s Noisy 
Neighbours 



Here at Kensington Palace 
One sits and sips one's gin 
One closes all one’s windows 
In case the noise comes in 
If one hears one more drumcheck 
Or roadie shout, “One two!” 

One won’t be held responsible 
Fbr what one's going to do. 

One knows of course, the artists 
One’s heard of Simply Red 
But much more of Cliff Richard 
One might go orf one's head 

One much preferred the Sixties 
One dug the Rolling Stones 
One played the early albums 
On Palace gramophones 
One quite enjoyed the concerts 
Shambolic though they were 
But what one can remember 
is somewhat of a blur 
And these days, with Mick Jagger 
One tends to think, “Aye aye... 
One makes one’s own four-poster 
And that’s where one must he.” 

But none of this withstanding 
One finds the music lame 
It’s all form and no content 
Which one thinks is a shame 
One sees these prancing boy groups 
Which one finds rather bland 
And wonders what became of 
The Edgar Broughton Band? 
One tried to get to Woodstock 
And Glastonbury Fayre 
One's sister put her foot down 
One's sister’s such a square. 


You hum it, I’ll blow it up 

What marks the end of the jazz road? Free improv, chaos, Cecil Tavlor. Yet no one ggjggg. 

and no one upholds the tradition more than his partner this weekend. Max R oach^By — — 

T he American pianist Cedi 
Taylor (pronounced See- 
s'll is just about the last 
stop on the fine as far as 
jazz is concerned. Cer- 
tainly, fbr those travelling 


T he American pianist Cecil 
Taylor (pronounced See- 
s'll is just about the last 
stop on the fine as far as 
jazz is concerned. Cer- 
tainly, fbr those travelling 
on the modernist route, you can’t real- 
ty go any further. The various stations 
on the way - bebop, cool, hard-bop, 
modal - flash by and then you hit the 
Taylor terminus of totally free impro- 
visation, where the yawning jaws of an 
immense abyss open up to swallowyou. 
Although he’s nearly 70 and his great 
breakthrough occurred 40 or so years 
ago, aprfes Taylor; there’s still nothing 
hut a dirty, great, black hole. 

No wonder subsequent movements 
have doubled back to the comforting fa- 
miliarity represented by chords and 
tunes, for after Taylor’s fobiddingly 
dense improvisations post-modernism 
was perhaps the only place to go. And 
although a whole school of improvised 
music has grown up in response to his 
free-form experiments in the Sixties, it 
mostly isn’t jazz anymore. Taylor’s furi- 
ous assaults on the keyboard most cer- 
tainty are. No matter how fractured the 
arpeggios iyou have to see Taylor in ac- 
tion to experience just bow powerfully 
he hits those keys), there's always at 
least an echo of the jazz tradition to be 
heard. While he may never play two con- 
ventionally congruent notes, the music 
somehow continues to swing. Vou may 
even be able to dance to it, fbr one of Ihy- 
lor's greatest influences and most abid- 
ing passions is the art of dance. He once 
said: “I try to imitate on the piano the 
leaps in space a dancer makes." 

Cecil Taylor was born in New York in 
1929. to a mother who was both a dancer 
and a pianist After takin g piano lessons 
from the age of she. he attended NewYbrk 
College of Music and later the New Eng- 
land Conservatory, where he was influ- 
enced by the heavy block-chords of 
Dave Brubeck’s jazz piano playing. Al- 
though the influence sounds unlikely, 
Brubeck told me in an interview that Thy- 
lor used to look over his shoulder when 
he played in New York chibs. 

“He said I was the missing link,” 
Brubeck said. “But he didn’t say between 
what and what" For his own part, Tay- 
lor has said of Brubeck “I teamed a lot 
from him. When he’s most interesting, 
he sounds like me." Taylor’s recording 
debut, the album Jazz Advance, made 
in Boston in 1956 (and produced by Tom 
Wilson, who would go on to produce Bob 
Dylan and the Velvet Underground), is 
a fascinating document A quartet date 
with Steve Lacey on soprano sax, it's no- 
table primarily because it showcases 
Taylor playing tunes, which he does very 
welL On compositions by Monk and 
Ellington, and standards such as Cole 
Porter’s “You’d Be So Nice To Come 
Home To”, he swings film the clappers, 
but the heavily percussive and melodi- 
calfy deconstructive elements of his 
mature style are there in embryo. 

This quartet was the first group to play 
the Five Spot Cafe in New York, and Tay- 
lor was beginning to make a consider- 
able reputation until the increasingly 
abstract character of his music, and the 
arrival in New York of Ornette Coleman 



T try to imitate on the piano the leaps in space a dancer makes’: Cecil Taylor (above), with drummer Max Roach (below) 


with his more melodic concept of free 
jazz, consigned him to the outside berth 
once again. This, more or less, is where 
he has remained. A chapter on Thylor in 
AB Spellman's 1966 book. Four Lives m 
the Bebop Business , chronicles the 
years erf struggle when he would be hicky 
to play more than a handful of gigs a year. 
His relationships with other musicians 
on the Newark “scene” were strained, 
not onty because of his uncompromising 
music, but also because he was a gay 
man in a largely homophobic jazz com- 
munity. Perhaps as a result, he has tend- 
ed to perform most often as a soloist, 
although he was involved with other 
“New Thing" players such as Jimmy 
Lyons, Albert Ayier and Sonny Murray 
in tiie Sixties, and these days he some- 
times plays in the “Feel Trio" with 
bassist William Parker and the British 
drummer Tony Oxley. 

Some of Thylor’s most fruitful musi- 
cal relationships have been with drum- 
mers. and Sunday’s London date with 
Max Roach is therefore a tantalising 
prospect Each will perform a solo set 
before coming together for the second 
half of the performance. They’ve played 
together before, but not for years. 

Despite his principled refusal to com- 
promise his art, it's hard not to see Tay- 
lor’s outsider status as largely self-willed. 



He appears to enjoy the role, and has 
probably profited from it especially in 
Europe and Japan, where his rare ap- 
pearances command large fees. Like Or- 
nette Coleman, be has attained the 
almost mythical stature of a genius or 
guru figure, where eccentricity isn't 
just permitted but comes with the turt 
Thus Taylor’s performances are often 
strange affairs, part music and part 
theatre, with gnomic poetic outbursts 
scattered among his improvisations. 
And as geniuses are allowed to do any- 
thing they like, the audience is unlikely 
to ask for its money back. 

As if to confirm his wayward genius. 
Taylor has been leading the British 


press a merry dance these past few 
weeks. The first time I phone his num- 
ber in New York, his assistant or part- 
ner or whoever answers. "Yes, he's here, 
but he’s rather sour this morning," he 
says. Then, “No, wait a minute, he's 
coming to the phone now.” The deep 
tones of Taylor’s voice follow. He’s 
sorry, but he’s having breakfast Can I 
fry later? I do, but tire promised inter- 
view never happens. It’s been rumoured 
that Taylor wants cash for questions, 
and the promoter's offer of a fancy meal 
in London apparently isn't enough to 
make him talk. 

In contrast to Taylor; Max Roach is ap- 
proachable, if a little forbidding. When 
I interviewed him last year at his apart- 
ment on Central Park West in a room 
decorated with African masks. Roach an- 
swered questions patiently from the 
lofty perspective of someone who isn’t 
just speaking for himself but for jazz in 
general Incredibly, he’s only five years 
older than Cecil Taylor but while the pi- 
anist has come to represent the end of 
the line. Roach has travelled the whole 
journey. Along with Charlie Parker and 
Dizzy Gillespie, he helped invent bebop 
before forming, with Clifford Brown in 
1954, the first great hard-bop group. In 
the years since, he has kept pace with 
each succeeding development in jazz 


while retaining an essential identity as 
the most intelligent of all drummers. 

When it conies to the unfettered free- 
dom that Cecil Taylor’s playing appears 
to represent Roach is more cautious, al- 
ways keeping one eye on the past 
“You’re free to pick and (boose but the 
concepts that you pick and (boose must 
be as profound as those you learn from,” 
he says. “Segregation, as convoluted as 
H seemed, kept the music in that rarefied 
atmosphere of creativity that was pro- 
foundty exhibited by Lester Young Louis 
Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie and so forth, 
and the public knew exactly how to re- 
spond. Then, when (he music began to 
branch out to the rest of the world, it 
seemed you could do anything, but it was 
never that %u had responsibility to the 
people who came before you. You could 
never just do anything.” 

So, on Sunday the old sage (aged 74) 
and the young rebel (68) do battle on the 
Barbican stage. The great irony is that 
both these OAPs are still on the jazz train 
and rattling along into the future, while 
Wynton Marsalis and his generation 
are travelling in the opposite direction, 
hying perhaps, to get back to the com- 
forting certainties of the age of steam. 

Taylor and Roach play the Barbican, 
LandonECl. on Sunday (0171-638 8891 ) 


The Waldorf Pole Filter comes of age 

Meet Stefan Betke aka Pole, the Kaiser of Dub. He comes from Germany and yet he's in love with repeat-echo. Odd that. By Ben Thompson 


UPSTAIRS IN a converted Brixton 
church, a 30K sound rig is working 
its own electronic epiphany. The 
relentless, gnawing sound of hungry 
mice nibbling through an electric 
cable gives way to a strange, 
whooshing pulse. The volume of 
the bass stops just short of being 
frightening - imagine being picked 
up by a giant’s hand and gently 
shaken so that your kidney ends up 
where your liver used to be. 

One man is behind this dis- 
orienting but undeniably spiritual 
experience. He is, in the finest 
tradition of dub resrie. a German, 
and his name is Stefan Betke. 


Recorded under the name of Pole, 
Betke’s debut album (entitled, with 
characteristic understatement CD 
li was one of the most quietly 
captivating records of last year: a 
digital susurration that swept the 
unwary listener into its gossamer 
babble. The trade-name Foie is no 
phailocentric battle-cry, but a trib- 
ute to the Waldorf Bale filter, one of 
the many obscure pieces of elec* 
Ironic equipment with which Betke 
interacts in the course of his day job 
as a tape operator at the Dubpiates 
and Mastering studio in Berlin. 

It’s a sample from a broken 
Waldorf Pole filter that supplies the 


constant oddly reassuring clicking 
sound which suffuses the whole 
recording. (It also, diddng-sound 
fans will be pleased to discover, 
looms large on the equally beguiling 
34-minute follow-up Pole 2). Betke - 
a jovial individual with very well 
organised hair - obligingly fills in 
some historical background. 

"I started out with a group 
playing avant-garde jazz in the early 
Eighties. We were using lots of 
samples and delay effects, and I was 
very impressed with the space 
echo.” For the less technically 
minded among us. how does the 
space echo work, exactly? “It’s very 



Pole: a spiritual experience 

simple - you don't need to know 
much about electronics. There is a 
tape inside the machine, the sound 

is recorded and then repeated -ding 


ding ding -you can change the speed 
and for how long it is repeated, but 
that is alL" 

That “ding ding ding” is not the 
onty aspect of Betke’s work that will 
ring a bell with dub aficionados: his 
recordings have the same depth of 
field as a classic King TUbby or Keith 
Hudson reissue on Blood & Fire. The 
extraordinary thing about CDi is 
that Betke recorded it while firing 
in Cologne, with no knowledge of any 
reggae tradition beyond Bob Marley. 
When he moved to Berlin and played 
it to his new workmates at Duiiplates 
and Mastering, they said (and you 
really have to enunciate this in 


Germanically accented English to 
gel the fiiit effect of it): “OK. that’s 
dubstyle!" 

Has Iiis subsequent crash course 
in dub science changed the way 
Betke makes music? “Fbr me or for 
the audience?" For you, because 
everyone else knew about it before. 

“I suppose the main thing 
listening to dub taught me was that 
I am not 3ione in the studio with my 
crazy mind and this bing bing bing.” 
(Bctke's echo-chamber impression 
is getting more uncanny with every 
moment that passes.) “Now, when 
I find a melody and I think it's a bit 
like Augustus Pablo. I put it away”. 


Anyone who thinks it strange 
that a reformed German jj»7z 
musician should find himsc-f 
unknowingly echoing the innov- 
ations of Jamaican producers of a 
quarter of a centuiy eariier should 
consider the overwhelming in- 
fluence of Kraftwerk on the 
nings of hip hop. “So many styles of 
European music have been in- 
fluenced by dub.” Betke explains 
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strange that a man am come from 
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IN A rare show of Euro- 
harmony, a number of UK 
musicians are uniting with 
other European acts in a 
high-profile move to fight 
music piracy on the Net. 
Many have welcomed the 
Net as a cheap alternative to 
traditional retailing - but not 
everyone. Not Robbie 
Williams, The Coirs and 
Boyzone. at any rate. After 


all, music piracy is estimated 
to cost the industry more 
than £3m a year, world-wide. 


HOWEVER, WITH an 
announcement this week by 
the Virgin group to the 
effect that it’s opening an 
online record shop, the 
situation of privacy and 
copyright on the Net is fast 


approaching critical mass. 
With 9 per cent of the US 
music industry expected to 
be online by 2002, according 
to Jupiter Communications, 
the five largest record labels 
have taken steps to 
formulate a working 
practice for Net sales, 
joining technology leaders 
such as AT&T Corp and 
American On-line to 


developmeans of delivering 
music over the Internet 


THE NOUVEAU Ska band No 
Doubt ore staying true to 
their moniker by enlisting 
Glen Ballard - the wizard 
whispered to be the driving 
force behind Alanis 
Morissetlc's transformation 
from icon puppet to hit- 


making ncuro diva - to 
helm their next album. 
Meanwhile. Depeche 
Mode ‘right} are 
turning down (he 
chance to become the 
next Bond theme 
artists. They are too 
busy. Mind you. Bond 
themes never did 
much for A-Ha! 

Jennifer Koim;f.r 
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THIS WEEK’S ALBUM RELEASES 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 


Superb 





Bonnie Prince billy 

I See A Darkness 

Domino 


WILL OLDHAM’S whimsical penchant for 
changing his name with each successive 
release (Palace Brothers, Palace Music, 
Palace, even TOB Oldham) has already re- 
sulted in the Belfast leg of his tour being 
cancelled, no local promoter having the 
courage - or the suicidal stupidity - to ad- 
vertise a show by Bonnie Prince Billy. 

You have to say it's their loss: I See A 
Darkness is Oldham’s most boning re- 
lease yet, a marvellous album which en- 
dows his characteristic melancholy with 
an uplifting, epiphanic grace. 

Oldham’s compositions are exquisite- 
ly-wrought pieces whose manner is always 
in perfect accord with their form - which 
here shifts more than ever towards tra- 
ditional folksong. “A Minor Place** has the 
comfy qualify of rhymes that have been 
around forever and a day And though “No- 
madic Revery (AH Around)” builds to a 


rousing, storm-tossed, gospel -shanty di- 
max suggestive of derangement, the pe- 
culiar, convoluted shifts of tense in 
Oldham’s verses have dearly been craft- 
ed like complex marquetry, syllables and 
shades of meaning slotting seamlessly to- 
gether beneath the surface commotion. 

The album’s real power; however; lies 
in the way Oldham makes it all seem so 
natural, the way his frail, fleeting delivery 
and weatherbeaten arrangements add a 
convincing patina of antiquity to these 
songs. They’re not the musical equivalent 
of repro furniture, nor do they sound like 
retouched roots-music exercises - they 
realfy do have the authentic feel of songs 
that have been smoothed to perfection 
over centuries, like well-whittled sticks, or 
folk memories passed on at a mother's 
breast The first essential album of the 
year. 



BLACK STAR LINER 

Bengali Bantam Youth Experience. 1 
VUEA 

THE ANGLO-ASIAN music explosion 
continues apace, with the pioneering rap 
and indie work of Apache Indian, Ftin- 
DaMentaJ and Coroershop succeeded by 
the cosmopolitan sound experiments of 
the Outcaste crew, Asian Dub founda- 
tion and Black Star Liner - whose sec- 
ond album is a hugely enjoyable set of 
infectious trance-rock. The hypnotic 
chatter of the grooves is intriguiogly de- 
tailed with sonic bric-a-brac - twists of 
si tar strings, bums, twangs sabre- 
clash percussion. The band derives 
most of its idiosyncratic character; how- 
ever from the IndianTttnidadian vocalist 
Choque Hossein, whose declamatory 
toasting styte is m the tradition of Bo Did- 
dle? and Beefbeart and Big Youth: loud 
and enigmatic and often funny, too. 
When Choque revs up his engine in 
“Low BMW”, be all but becomes the car 
'*heyyyy... boom, boom, boom, boom, 
boom, boom, b rrr rrr ! BMW, double 
double bass/”- with a demented dignify 
that’s quite, quite mad. and quite per- 
fect: a bit, a palpable hit 



ALTERNATIVE TV 

Apollo 

Overground 

THIS LATEST offering from the punk 
fa nzine pioneer Mark Perry finds him 
still effectively — albeit ineffectually - 
fighting the battles of yesteryear tracks 
such as “Oh Shit We Fell From Grace” 
and “Communication Failure” are sfabs 
of sullen drone-rock over which Perry in- 
tones glum, misanthropic diatribes 
about hopes betrayed and youthful de- 
lusions dashed. “The spark went out/ the 
lads gave in**, he notes in the latter which 
places him in exactly the same position 
he was some 30 years ago. The “dirty 
realism” that marked ATV*s d6but flexi- 
disc “Love Lies Limp”, meanwhile, has 
decayed into tawdry, not-quite-porno- 
graphic details. Musically, ATV are mov- 
ing towards a more loops’n*beats 
oriented sound, though there are still 
remnants of the Fall-style rife of yore - 
but the album's best prole art grind, “Just 
a Memory”, is thrown away at the tail 
end of the album. Still, in these obse- 
quious, consumer-friendly times it’s 
good to find something with the auth- 
entic, pissy tang of welfare anomie. 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 
New Highway 

Abokafcso'Direci 


THIS COMPILATION of American neo- 
roots music follows in the dusty footsteps 
of last year’s Loose and VtoaAmericana 
anthologies, but Suffers from diminishing 
returns; this may be the most fertile strain 
of American rock, but there’s dearfy a 
limit on qualify. The album takes its title 
from Dave Alvin’s modern hobo Uues, but 
too many artists either veer off down the 
wrong highway (the prog-rock self-regard 
of Neal Casai’s *^IWflight of the Floods”), 
or settle for routine coves of old folk-rock 
chestnuts such as “Whiskey in the Jar” 
and “Washed My Hands in Muddy Wa- 
ters”. But there’s compensation in the 
rough, rodeo exhilaration of Slobber- 
bone’s “Engine Joe”, a tale of a natural 
mechanic reduced to ffippingburgers, and 
Nadine’s “Closer”, plumbing the deeper; 
darker environs of sadcore. Cajun influ- 
ences creep in with Billy Swan's rollick- 
ing version of “Mystery ’Cram” and the 
loneliness of the longdistance performer 
is best evoked by Kevin Welch's “5 Mil- 
lion 1 Thousand Miles”, a lived-in voice 
conveying a life that’s barefy living a tali 


They came, they saw, they missed the boat 




SEBADOH DO two things early on 
in their set First they cement a 
reputation for befog as sweet as 
they are spiteful by swearing at a 
heckler and then apologising. Sec- 
; ondfy after much fumbling and 
tuning up - don’t they have road- 
ies? - they start their first song 
about 10 minutes after ambling on 
stage. There goes the Haim that 
they’ve got their act together 
Sebadoh never change, and it’s 
galling not least because the other 


Live 

NIKE PREMIER GIGS: 
SEBADOH, ELLIOTT SMITH. 
HEFNER, QUASI 

THE ASTORIA 
LONDON 

three bands on the first of the 
NME Premier Gigs are on to some- 
thing. Elliott Smith’s harking han d 
Quasi, play their bustling garage 
pop with grinning bonhomie. Then 


drummer Janet Weiss starts bash- 
ing away with the same generous 
hostility she brings to her other 
band, Sleater-Kinney. Singer/key- 
board player Sam Coomes chips in 
by squeezing some infernal noises 
from his tatty organ, and their 
breezy pop gets turned inside out 
by something nicely irascible. 

Three-chord pop nerds Heftier 
grab the mettle quickly. With singer 
Darren Hayman’s lecherous li- 
brarian pose matched by unapolo- 


getic guitar abuse and nasal 
screeching their tirades against ex- 
lovers sound as tart as ever. 

Elliott Smith shows his rough 
side, too. “Bottle Up and Explode”, 
Smith sings, and if he hadn’t played 
it so cool at least one person might 
have done. Apparently Smith hates 
being around “winners”. He must 
like Sebadoh, then. Fhmously, Se- 
badoh miss their boat every time. 
They mess up gigs and ponder 
near-miss relationships in their 


lyrics. They missed a potentially ca- 
reer-breaking tour with Nirvana, for 
obvious reasons. So much for main- 
man Lou Barlow's bite; remember 
how he formed Sebadoh as re- 
venge against ex-Dinosaur Jr band- 
mate J. Masds, or how he satirised 
indie music in 1992’s blazing 
“Gimme Indie Rock”? 

True, their seventh album. The 
Sebadoh, is their most consistent 
New single “Flame” is a looping 
and bum-wiggling bop infused with 


samples and a hint of Northern 
SouL It's a slight departure for 
them, while “Love is Stronger” is 
one of Barlow’s gentlest probes at 
love's mess. Live, though, the rich 
mix of crunchy post-grunge, warm 
balladry, and soft folky pop be- 
comes a string of between-song 
tumblings and a sound like sludge. 

When they finally pull the rug out 
from under you with the awesome 
“Beauty of die Ride” it’s too late. 

Kevin Harley 


vixen 

LIVE 

GARBAGE 

WEMBLEY ARENA 
LONDON 

GARBAGE ARE the thinking man’s Be- 
pubtica. Both bands oscillate between 
Britpop, rock and grunge and are 
headed by f-wimianHing female vocal- 
ists with a penchant for controversy. 
But where Republican feat-house rock 
is of fleeting interest Garbage's more 
robust sound has a depth that has 
earned them respect and longevity. _ 
Sadfy, the vigour found on their 
recorded material straggled to translate 
live as Shirley Mansorfs vocals were lost 
in the echoing acoustics of Wembley 
Arena. The introduction ofapercusskm 
section, sporadic techno rhythms and 
over-exuberant lighting served only to 
highlight the band's frailties. In the end 
it was up to Manson’s trademark mag- 
netism to bring the show to life. 

MansoD is best in dominatrix mode. 
As she stomped up and down pointing 
at the boys in the front row and en- 
treating them to bow down before her, 
she was the epitome of the Nineties 
femme fatale: strong sexy and mouthy. 

But it seemed that this fiery red- 
head has grown tired of this persona. 
Despite her idly confident demeanour, 
Manson displayed a darker side fuelled 
by paranoia. Over and over again she 
referred to how her band has been in- 
sulted by critics, ciying: “Why do I feel 
that the world conspires against me?” 
The words “freak” and “ugly” re- 
curred as she remembered her teens. 
Manson also seemed ill at ease with her 
audience - on one occasion, as she 
changed instruments, a hush fell 
across the auditorium which was sud- 
denfy broken as she bellowed, “why are 
you quiet? What’s wrong with you?” 

A guest appearance from Chrissie 
Hynde put a merciful end to her whinge- 
ing Manson returned to her supervix- 
en ways, swishing her ponytail like a 
petulant teenager and spitting out the 
words as if she had a mouthful of grit 
The pair of them performed a rab- 
ble-rousing duet of “Only Happy When 
It Rains,” and the crowd roared. At the 
end Manson dropped to her knees in 
reverence, declaring Hynde “the real 
deal” This was the kind of spectacle 
that befits an arena show. 

The real deal indeed. 

Fiona Stukges 

A version of this review appeared in 
later editions of yesterday's paper 
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And not 

You’d have thought that the BBC’s 
docusoap The House would have put off 
any creative institution from projecting 
itself on the small screen. Ever again. 

But no. . . Give a big hand to the 
Philharmonia. By Richard D North 


Grande Bretagne, on Con- 
r I lstitution Square, Athens, is a 
■ hotel that used to be very 
fS grand and is now banging on 

I to its dignity like the impov- 
erished widow of an aristo- 
crat Just before Christmas, it hosted 
fashkmable weddings at the weekends, and 
late into the night the central courtyard 
throbbed to a disco. But during the day, a 
prowl along its marbled corridors re- 
vealed that an orchestra was in resi- 
dence. Behind this bedroom door, a 
violinist did scales; behind that one, a clar- 
inet tooted. A sense of a more elegant age 
somehow permeated the place. The Phfl- 
harmonia, one of London's four self-gov- 
erning orchestras, was in town, earning 
decent drachma with starry performances 
of Brahms, Bruch, and Strauss’s Fbur Last 
Songs and Salome. The performances, 
under the baton of the Dane, Michael 
Schoenwandt were great, as you'd expect 
But it was the behind-the-scenes stuff that 
fascinated this observer as much. 

Orchestras are very odd animals, as 
viewers will see from a three-part fly-on- 
the-wall docu soap. The Phil tgeddit?), to 
be screened on Channel 4, starting this 
week. Fbr a start many of the best bands 
(the musicians' own ward) are co-opera- 
tives, and that includes the Phfl. These 
orchestral players are a peculiar mixture 
of boss and worker Surprisingly, the films 
seem barely to have noticed the tension 
The musicians are, naturally enough, por- 
trayed as overworked, amusing and friend- 
ly. They are all of those. Out of their 
imposing, dated evening clothes, these 
dedicated professionals are also mostly ded- 
icatedfy informal Some of the Philharmo- 
nia ’s members crowding into the hotel's lift 
after an afternoon’s shopping, could be the 
scruffier sort of earfy-middle-aged football 
supporter A few, mostly the younger ones, 
cut a more fashionable dash. Only some of 
the women looked properly bohemian: 
vaguely hippie, wispy hair straying from dis- 
orderly buns - that kind of thing. 

It is natural to inquire: is there much of 


the rock’n’roll lifestyle on die road? There's 
some drinking, but not like the old days. 
There's usually a committed group baring 
a gasper at the stage dooc But it’s a small 
gang and, besides, standards have changed 
all round Mansd Bebb is, at 60, an okttimer 
and the personnel manager who is part 
sheepdog to his flock, part chief petty offi- 
cer to his crew. He recalls that the conductor 
Riccardo Mutt when a very young man, 
stopped a player reading a newspaper 
while his instrument wasn't required. "He 
said: T am not running a public library’, and 
glared his fam ous glare." 

Disappointingly there are said to be few 
casual affairs among the players: too 
disruptive all round. Many of them hurry 
back from concerts to their rooms to 
keep family life alive on the phone. Sev- 
eral members are married to other play- 
ers, and one or two more couples are 
headed that way. It is this respectability 
that emboldened the orchestra to let the 
cameras in. They knew all about the dis- 
aster of The House, but decided that, hang 
on, no one could think of much that need- 
ed hiding. Even the fact that Vincent 
Meyer, the orchestra's biggest single 
benefactor and president, was facing 
charges of sexual abuse did not deter than. 
He's innocent tin proved guilty and, as a 
foreigner not very high-profile anyway. 

There's a fair quotient of wfungeing in 
the films, as there was on the tour bus in 
Athens. But, as Michael Cole, the 
bassoonist, told me while making some 
spare reeds on a free morning: “A lot of 
people come to the Philharmonia and want 
to believe they're downtrodden. But the 
fact is, you do have a say.” 

Keith Bragg, the chairman of the 
orchestra’s elected council of player- 
members, only half denies it He is, by the 
way an authoritative figure. An Essex boy, 
he speaks unashamed Estuary En glish. It 
is typical of the topsy-turvy orchestral 
world that he is the nearest thing to the 
orchestra’s boss, but plays the piccolo. Maya 
Iwabuchi, co-leader of the orchestra, and 
the leader for the Athens trip, isn't even on 


a tantrum in sight 



Behind the scenes at "The Phfl’: to succeed, the orchestra needs to hang on to its co-operative nature 


the council. Even its seven members can 
hire and fire no one without a two-thirds ma- 
jority of the entire band. 

“Remember; these people are at the top 
of their profession. A principal here has 
one of the two top jobs in their field,” says 
Bragg. We bad been discussing whether 
an orchestral player should be paid like a 
schoolteacher a barrister ora doctor: “It’s 
a knotty problem, because the arts are a 
weird business. Any sort of musician is 
vain, anxious, and egocentric. That goes 
with being a talented artist, and with the 
odd business of musical ability.” 

Orchestral musicians, as they con- 
stantly remind you, have the additional 
tension that comes from having to play to 
virtuosic standards but subject to the 
■whims or; to put it more grandly, the genius 
of conductors, whose nightly fee some- 
times matches a third of a rank-and- file 
player's annual income of perhaps £35,000 
a year. Even within the orchestra there 
are huge differentials. A leading principal 
could probably easily double the rank- arid- 
file norm. 

Even the lower figure is a large sum of 
money to pay someone who is protected to 


a surprising degree from artistic and 
financial risk This is especially true when 
you consider the huge risks soloists and con- 
ductors take. The stars are, in the jargon, 
hugdy h expose<r. Their every note and ges- 
ture is in the spotlight, where disaster lurks 
for reputations and thus for firings. “Our 
players are not financially insecure," says 
Bragg. At least they are only as insecure 
as the whole orchestra, and it has to sur- 
vive as a business in an industry that has 
been cut-throat greedy and hugely in- 
equitable for hundreds of years. 

Oddly, when you get right down to it the 
core business of the orchestra’s non- 
member managers is the production of 
happy musicians. That is made more dif- 
ficult when the high fees paid to glamorous 
names rankle badly with them. In fact 
though, the Phil pays only about a fifth of 
its income to conductors and soloists 
combined, which is arguably a small price 
for the only sure way of putting bums on 
seats, and thus of securing income. 

Another strategy doubly attractive 
granted that it is important to keep the 
musicians happy, is to push the orches- 
tra upmarket “Our work at the Festival 


Hall is the raison d’etre of our worts," says 
Keith Bragg. “That’s where we are cre- 
ating something for its own sake.” It’s in 
London that much of the most expensive 
rehearsing gets done, say for a new mod- 
em piece that no one’s heard or seen be- 
fore. From that London work there flows 
the orchestra's UK touring work, which 
can be done rather more cheaply because 
the pieces have been pre-prepared. 

David Whetton, a pianist manque and 
the orchestra’s managing director; says 
that his constant preoccupation is to 
tread a fine between artistry and com- 
merce. The P hilhar monia is a medium- 
sized business, with a turnover of £8m. 
Less than £im of that is subsidy and 
less than half a million comes in through 
sponsorship and donations. Residencies, 
such as those at the CM tele t in Ruts 
( featured in the TV series) and 
the Megaron in Athens, are important 
sources of fees. 

This is especially so since the CD- 
recording market is now what is called 
“mature". There is even constant talk of 
its being harder to sen concert seats. 
According to Whelton: “Ten years ago 


there was a warm economic glow. Now, 
everything’s much tougher. Sponsorship, 

for instance, is 200 per cent harder to get" 

Keith Bragg is very dear that howev- 
er hard the going gets, tte orchestra needs 

to hang era to the co-operative nature of 

the venture: it’s good creatively quite apart 

from its human value. He says: “Vbu need 
m usicians who aren't going for safety, hut 

wffl look for that extra bit of magic, who 

aren't looking over their shoulder:" That’s 
why the council aims to make player 
turnover as low as possible. 

That, in him k crucial to the mysterious 
busi ne ss of maintaining the orchestra’s 
sound. It is an oddity of the system that 
very young players can come straight in 
to senior positions and top fees. They aug- 
ment it, but do not constitute anything 
organic and enduring; The Phil is 54 this 
year, and its history already includes 
several players with 30 and 40 years’ 
association with the orchestra. Perhaps 
that is why a great orchestra really is a 
single instrument in its own right 

‘The PftsT is on Channel 4 at Spin, on 24 
and 31 January, and 7 February 


The Compact 
Collection 

Rob Cowan on the Week's New 
CD releases 


TERROR IS not a word 
normally associated with 
the music of Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, and yet 
anyone chancing upon the 
Sixth Symphony's 
disquieting second 
movement for the first 
time is unlikely to think in 
terms of The Greensleeves 
Fantasia or The Lark 
Ascending. Here, the 
mood is almost unbearably 
pensive. A finger sits 
poised above the button; 
dread is in the air - and 
terror. The opening 
measures are truly 
cataclysmic, the 
galumphing hubbub that 
follows is a sort of 
Sorcerer’s Apprentice run 
riot and the madcap 
Scherzo is scarcely less 
nerve-racking VW 
declared all programmatic 
1 interpretations of his Sixth 
Symphony nonsense, 
though he did describe the 
eerie last movement as 
“an agnostic’s Paradise". 
You are unlikely to find a 
work that more neatly 
contradicts the "cow-pat" 
clichds about English 
music. VW 6 is universal 
American audiences 
love it, and on EMI's 
magnificent new recording 
the great Dutch maestro 
Bernard Haitink charts its 
troubled course with the 
secure intuition of a Boult 
or a Barbirolli. Haitink's is 
a clear-headed vision of 
the score, dramatic, 
atmospheric and 
meticulously balanced. 

The fill-ups "are hardly less 
impressive. In the Fen 
Country evokes the skies 
! and landscapes of 
Cambridgeshire and 
Lincolnshire and On 
Wenlock Edge - that most 
haunting of English song- 
cycles - finds Ian 
Bostridge to excellent 
voice. Another rising 
young star in the classical 
firmament is Hilary 
Hahn, a gifted American 
violinist whose latest 
CD for Sony Classical 
couples - somewhat 
unconventionally - a 
sweet-toned account of 
Beethoven’s Violin 
Concerto with Leonard 


Bernstein's multicoloured 
Serenade. Hahn proves 
highly adept in both works, 
weaving an expressive top 
fine in Beethoven's 
expansive first movement 
and making the most of 
Bernstein's heartfelt 
dialogues. Bernstein’s 
biographer Humphrey 
Burton suggests that the 
Serenade might be 
understood as a kind of 
musical self-portrait, 
though the composer 
himself quotes Plato as his 
prompting inspiration. 
Whatever your view, 
listening to the first and 
fourth movements tin 
particular) will confirm the 
score as prime-cut Lenny. 
David Zinman conducts 
crisp, on-the-ball 
accompaniments to both 
and the recordings could 
hardly be bettered. 

Which is more than you 
can say for Sony’s 
“Heritage" collection, 
“From Gershwin’s Time" - 
but then you would hardly 
expect “the original 
sounds of George 
Gershwin" to approximate 
digital hi-fi technology. As 
it happens, the star 
performance of this two- 
CD set is Robert Russell 
Bennett's Porgy and Bess: 
A Symphonic Picture as 
played by the Pittsburgh 
Symphony under Fritz 
Reiner, as stylish a piece 
of musical cross-over as 
you are ever likely to 
encounter. The best of the 
rest includes some swanky 
piano solos by Gershwin 
h imself, though I am no 
so sure about Borah 
Minnevitch and His 
Harmonica Rasscals in a 
“novelty abridgement” of 
Rhapsody in B hie or a 
rather crude account of 
the Piano Concerto in F 
with Roy Bargy and Paul 
Whiteman. Still, the 
transfers from old 78s - 
are expert, and so is the 
presentation. 

Vaughan Wiliams/ 
Haitink emi CDC5 -W ?. 
Beethoven, Bernstein/ 
Hahn Scr.y SK 60^- 
•From Gershwin’s Time' 
Sony 'HO‘Ui£,e' 


Hold my hand while I listen... 

Here's a marketing wheeze: classics sold in supermarkets, with famous fans to make them user-friendly 


WHAT MAKES people buy records? 
The big labels would just love to know. 
After years of crazy glut they’ve sav- 
agely cut back on production and fo- 
cused instead on sales. And rather 
successfully in the case of BMG 
Conifer, thanks to a nifty affiance with 
Classic FNL The Fill Works is a neat 
title for a neat marketing idea: core 
repertoire performed by up-and- 
coming artists, and pushed in Salis- 
bury's, Tesco and Boots as well as 
relentlessly on the airwaves. 

The packag in g leaves no button im- 
pressed. Each record gets quaver-rat- 
ings on a scale of five for its romantic, 
soothing, uplifting, exhilarating and 
joyful qualities. 

Bach's Violin Concertos ifive qua- 
vers for “exhilaration" two for “ro- 
mantic") are praised for having 
“featured in Children qf a Lesser 
GocT , while Favourite Guitar Works 
“include the world-famous theme 
‘Cavatina’ from The Deer Hunter*. 
Yes, these are aimed at buyers d'un 
certain age. Moreover: each liner-note 
is headed by a few pearls from Clas- 
sic FM presenters. Thus we learn that 
the ineffable Jamie Crick uses Bach's 
Double Violin Concerto to cook to: “As 
soon as I hear the first notes. I'm fired 
up to cut chop, knead or mix...” and 
that Schubert’s Hout Quintet puts one 
of his colleagues in mind of “the old 
trout" who taught her at school. On 
the other hand, the musicological 
notes themselves are entirely re- 
spectable. And when the pianist is 
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READINGS 



Michael 

Church 


Boris Berezovsky or the conductor 
Danielle Gatti, who are we to sneer? 

When launching this label, BMG’s 
managing director opined that it 
would provide “decision-making cri- 
teria" for potential buyers. The same 
rationale was invoked by the boss of 
Polygram as justification for an 
equally canny wheeze. Penguin Music 
Classics will “eliminate the pain of 
purchase" by not only choosing our 
recordings, but rei n fo rcing that choice 
with a promotional essay by a literary 
star These, say Penguin, are “contact" 
discs. Here are “writers people know, 
talking about music in a companion- 
able way”. 

Setting aside the fact that pur- 
chasing is more often a pleasure than 
a “pain”, let’s take a dekko. Here 
comes our good companion Paul John- 


son, promoting Wagner in a way that 
proves surprisingly sane. And here is 
Michael IgnatieS musing elegantly on 
the Goldberg Variations. Douglas 
Adams trots out the old canard about 
Bach’s having “fallen into a century 
of neglect", but then describes his third 
Brandenburg Concerto as “the music 
of Socking and swarming things, of 
things that flow and bubble and rise 
and fizz, of things tense and con- 
strained that suddenly fly free" - 
which is both illuminating and accu- 
rate. Compare this response with the 
doggedly “critical" reviews in the 
Penguin Guide to CDs, and you realise 
the advantage amateurs can have 
over jaded experts. 

William Boyd ruminates on our 
need for music to make us sad, and 
DM Thomas offers a wrenching mem- 
oir on bis dying wife and Mozart's 
Requiem. Edmund White hails 
Tchaikovsky as a gay hero. Humphrey 
Carpenter and David Lodge promote 
Gershwin and Rimsky- Korsako v wi th 
homespun enthusiasm, while from 
Rabbi Lionel Blue - master of the pop- 
ulist pensee - comes a sweetly per- 
sonal endorsement of La BohCme. 
“They were poor like us in the Thir- 
ties. They cajoled their rent collector 
like us.” 

Only Arthur Miller strikes a false 
note, self-indulgently rambling on 
about how Beethoven's “refusal of 
dim axes" taught one of his actors a 
valuable lesson. Or did it? The old 
windbag can't be bothered to find 



As endorsed by... Douglas Adams and David Lodge 


out He’s sent his words to Polygram, 
and they'd better be grateful. 

And the music? Well, as Polygram 
are at pains to point out everything 
here merits a three-star rating in the 
Penguin Guide, but you get the feel- 
ing that other criteria may also be at 
work. If I were choosing a recording 
of the Brandenburgs I certainly 
wouldn't plump for Benjamin Britten’s, 
and my ideal conductor of Beethoven's 
symphonies would not be Vladimir 
Ashkenazy. Why when John Fbwles 

was turned on to Beethoven by the fate 

sonatas, is he here promoting the 
usual lollipops? Are Polygram trying 
to shift slow sellers from their back- 
list? Or is that an ignoble thought? 
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ON THE AIR 

ANTHONY PAYNE 


THE LISTENING event of last week, 
and it may very well turn out to be the 
event of the yean was the BBC's 
weekend Messiaen festival a se- 
quence of magnificent piano, organ, 
chamber and orchestral programmes, 
mostly from Westminster Cathedral 
and the Barbican Centre in London, 
which were all broadcast on Radio 3. 

They have already been reviewed 
on these pages as live concerts, but 
it is perhaps worth malting the point 
that this marvellously enriching 
musical experience, which included 
things that you will probably not hear 
more than once in a blue moon, like 
the complete love triptych Harauri, 
Cmq Recftanfs and TumngcdUa, quite 
beyond the scope of most concert pro- 
moters, made for wonderful radio 


listening. Indeed the items from West- 
minster Cathedral, that vast graveyard 
of textural hopes, will have yielded far 
more of their expressive burden over 
the radio through the work of BBC 
sound engineers. 

A far more modest sequence of 
programmes, though in its own way 
thought-provoking, was the survey of 
Rimsky Korsakov’s operas which 
formed the topic for Radio 3's Com- 
poser of the Week. 

For many years, the critical estab- 
lishment’s view of Rimsky’s art was 
somewhat discouraging: that he was 
a marvellous orchestral colourist was 
beyond doubt, but me or two key com- 
mentators held him to be a rather 
cold-hearted composer; capable only 
of fairytale visions and a picturesque 


brilliance which lacked true human- 
ity. It was an attitude which was un- 
thinkingly parroted for some time, and 
the three famous orchestral show- 
pieces which amounted to practical- 
ly all that was regularly performed of 
his music seemed to justify it. But 
there is more to Rimsky than this, and 
the modest interest which has been 
shown recently in his operas has re- 
vealed much. 

Piers Burton -Page saddled himself 
with a mammoth task in dipping into 
each one of Rimsky's 15 operas dur- 
ing the course of the week, and this 
broad survey necessarily did less 
than justice to the finer items in this 
rather uneven cannon. 

It was ironic, too. that in what 
must have beat intended as a coun- 


terbalance to popular acceptance 
of Rimsky as a purely orchestral 
master, a number of the operas were 
represented by the orchestral suites 
which their composer extracted 
from them. 

Still it was fascinating to see Rim- 
sky attempting to expand his art with 
an intellectual urge to avoid recreat- 
ing past successes - an admirable aim 
in one sense, but it Jet him into pro- 
jects which were oddly unsuitable 
given his self-awareness. The austere 
little psycho-drama on Pushkin's 
Mozart and Salieri, for instance, the 
extraordinary attempt to get away 
from Russian subjects with that 
plodding drama of Romans and Chris- 
tians, Serviliya. 

Elsewhere, in bringing response to 
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New Films 






BULWORTH (18) 

Director: Warren Beatty 
Starring: Warren Beatty. HaJte Berry 
Dog-tired and cfisfflusoned at the end of an election 
cam pai gn , woolly liberal senator Jay BuJ worth 
(Beatty) turns suicidal loose-cannon; lifting the 
lid on US politics, hanging out in the 'hood and 
delivering his speeches in abrasive rap stylings. 
Beatty's Bulworth is a blast: crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed; savaging a corroded 
democratic system in a way that few mainstream 
Hollywood films (and Bulworth is bankrolled by 
Murdoch's Fox Studios) would dare to do. At an 
age when he might be forgiven for resting on his 
laurels, Beatty’s freewheeling, heart- on-sleeve 
romp puts him abruptly back in film's front rank. 
West End: Clapham Picture House. Curzon 

^ Soho, Hotting Hitt Coronet, Odecm Kensington, 
Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen 
on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Haymarket, Warner Village West End 

CLASS TRIP (LA CLASSE DE NEIGE) (15) 
Director: Claude Miller 

Starring: Clement Van Den Bergh, Francois Roy 
Pity poor Nicolas (Van. Den Bergh): bed-wetting 
schoolboy fantasist with few friends and a 
domineering dad in Francois Boy's prosthefic- timh 
salesman. Spirited off on a school skiing trip, the 
nipper starts letting his own dark imaginings run 
away with him, as Miller’s pungent chiid’s-eye 
psycho-drama switches nervously between stark 
naturalism and florid dream sequences. Actually, 
there's a lot to admire in the tense, smouldering 
Class Trip. The trouble is. Miller gets crver- 
fussy: he keeps messing with the mood, keeps 
letting air into the pressure-cooker. And you can 
spot the ending a mile off 
West End : ABC Shaftesbury Avenue Repertory: 
Cine Lumiere 

. JS4 (15) 

^Director Mark Christopher 

Starring: Mike Myers, Ryan Phillippe 
Christopher’s retro-tip through the heyday of New 
York’s Studio 54 boaks a glitterball turn from 
Myers (as dub boss Steve RubeD), but not a whole 
lot else. What we have here is the huckstering 
hanger-on to Boogie Nights and The Last Days 


The Independent Recommends 


of Disco's leading lights; a garbled, under- 
developed run-through of dance-floor chic as Ryan 
Phillip pe’s colourless busboy foils in with the 
beautiful folk (Salma Hayek and Neve Campbell) 
and learns the downside of life in the fast lane. 
Tatty stuff all told. 

West End: Odeon Camden Town, UCI Whitdeys. 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket Warner 
Village West End Local: Acton Park Royal 
Warner Village, Dagenham Warner Village, 
Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner 
Village, Holloway Odeon, Newham Showcase 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Director Amand Tucker 
Starring: Emily Waison, Rachel Griffiths 
Full -throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Tucker's warts -and- all 
biopic of the Du Pre sisters. Hilary (shy, married 
flautist) and Jacqueline (world-famous cellist). 
Sibling rivalries, a menage h tnns and terminal 
illness are ail carefully navigated by Tucker's 
finely-wrought direction, though it’s as an acting , 
showcase that Hilary and Jackie really hits home. ' 
West End- Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, 
Clapham Picture House, Curzon Mayfair, Cur- 
son Soho, Gate /Vo (ting Hill, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage. Renoir. Ritzy Cinema. 
Screen on tile Hill Local* Greenwich Cinema. 
Richmond Odeon 

PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Director: Griffin Dunne 
Starring: Nicole Kidman, Sandra Bullock 
Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo-jumbo, Practical Magic sees Bullock and 
Kidman cast as two mismatched sisters raised 
from a line of witches and hexing any unlucky man 
who swings into their orbit The canny star-pairing 
is soon spoilt by an over-egged eye-of-newt broth 
that mixes Bewitched with Beetieyuice and The 
Witches ofEastwick. Its spick-and-span surface 
masks the turmoil of undigested influences. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road Odeon 
Camden Totem. Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whitdeys, 
Virgin Fulham Road. Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End and local cinemas 


THE FIVE BEST FILMS 


The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zunca's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Lsa 
(E Iodic Bouchez) and Marie (Natacha Regnier). 
whose friendship comes alive in the drab environs 
of Lille. 

The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays lfr-year-old bitch-on -wheels 
Dedee. shooting bom the lip and causing all 
kinds of havoc when she moves in with her 
mild-mannered brother (Martin Donovan). 
Director Don Roos’s script bristles with 
acidulous one-liners. 

The Truman 
Show (PG) 

Peter Weir’s ingenious, 
unsettling fantasy is, in 
the end, an escape 
movie - in the case of 
Truman Burbank 
(Jim Carrey, right), it’s 
breaking out of the 
round-i he-clock TV 
docu-soap that is his own life. 

7C (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut, filmed in sooty black- 
and-white. tells the story of a genius matbcmatician. 
This stylish indie movie fearlessly combines Wall 
Street, Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast features Woody Allen as a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and opponent of 
the colony’s totalitarian regime. Terrific fun. 

ANTHONY QUINN 


THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 




The Street of Crocodiles (Queen's) 
Triumpbant revival of Theatre de Complicitc's 
surreal, funny and seering plunge into the 
imagination of Polista-Jewisb writer Bruno 
Schulz, shot dead by the Nazis in 1942. 

To 20 Feb 


The Colour 
oF Justice 

(Tricycle) 

Enormously potent 
staged re-enactment of 
the Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry {right). It 
coincides with uproar 
surrounding the fate of 
the policemen involved 
in the case. To 6 Feb 


Memory) of Water (Vaudeville) 

Alison Steadman pulls off one of the funniest 
and truest drunk scenes ever in Shclagh 
Stephenson's fine play about sisters brought 
back together for their mother's funeral. 

To 10 Apr 

A Month in the Country 

(R5C. Stratford) 

Michael Attenborough direct* Brian 
Riel's adaptation of Turgenev’s portrait of 
all-consuming desire. In rep to 20 Feb 

Martin Yesterday 

(Royal Exchange, Manchester) 

Marianne Elliot directs this sharp new play 
bom the cult Canadian dramatist Brad 
"Unidentified Human Remains" Fraser. 

To 6 Feb 

Paul Taylor 


Monet fn the 
20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

He lived till 1926. 

The gardens and 
ponds at Givemy 
dissolve into 
elemental visions: 
fiery lights, haze. 

liquid reflections, voids and depths. Tne strange 
Iasi works of Impressionism (above). To IS Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1 994-98: wide-vision, high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world -stock-exchange 
floor, cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can sec. To 7 Mar 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hall Gallery. Kendal) 

A small retrospective, spanning Riley's career as 
top British abstractionist - bom the shimmering 
monochromes of her early Sixties Op Art fame, 
to colour, stripes, diagonals, curves. To 31 Jan 

Disasters oF War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

-*I saw this" - three ages of European war 
through the etchings of Jaqucs CafioL Goya 
and Otto Dix. Black-and-white visions from 
the blackest of times; mass-executions, madness 
and blood everywhere. To JO Mar 

Willie Doherty (MOMA, Oxford) 
Contemporary Irish artist, using photos and video 
to reflect on the imagery of terror and security - 
the road -block, the surveillance camera, the burnt- 
out car. the interview in silhouette. To 4 Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio of Interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, TheAcidHouseplays out 
in the down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
-Ifcdinburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
of moods and tones. Less poised and populist than 
TVtrinspotting, but more earthy, edgy and intense, 
too. West End: Odeon Camden Town Local 
Newham Showcase 

ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End; UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year- old Samira Makhmalbaf's 
precocious debut stages a true-life re-creation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi sisters, raised in 
seclusion by their parents before being set loose 
in the world by a visiting soda! worten Part docu- 
drama. part rites- of-pas sage fable, this is an 
extraordinary missive from a burgeoning Iranian 
film scene. West End- Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY CU> 

. ^e follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep- 
pig” into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waife. 
Knockabout comedy is kept to a minimum in 
favour of a bleak animatnmic fairytale. West End- 
Plaza, UCI Whiteleys And Local cinemas 

THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after servinga scmtence for GBH, eldest 
■‘boy*’ Brett Sprague (David Wenham) moves back 
into his mum’s drab suburban home, terrorises 
his girlfriend and turns his younger brothers into 
petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights the down- 
side of life Down Under - it’s potent predatory 
stuff Repertory: Prince Charles 

DOBERMANN (18) 

Vincent Cassell's born-to-be-bad gangster struts 
and sneers his way through a gleamingly 
abstracted Paris while Tcheky Karyo’s bad-egg 
cop looks on balefufiy. It seems that this is what 
the new French cinema is all about endless 
stylised carnage and iconic posing, plus a script 
that’s going nowhere fast. West End : Metro, 

• Jd eon Camden Town, Virgin Trocadero 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ENEMY OF THE STATE 05) 

Will Smith's foil-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned- off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
all manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West End: 
Odeon Camden Ihum, Odecm Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin 

C^ieiseaVirginFulhamRoadAndlocalcmemas 

UTTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, Jane Horrocks is 
perfecting strident Shirley Bassey/J udy Garland 
impersonations whoa she falls in with Michael 
Caine’s sleazy impresario. Where director Mark 
Herman’s last film. Brassed Qff was a whole and 
solid effort. Little Voice proves altogether more 
bitty But bracing black comedy Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marveflousiy weighted turn 
from Caine push it through to the final curtain. 
West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
CcmdenTbum.OdeonKensingtari,OdeanMarbte 

Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Shoenix Cinema. Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whitdeys, 
mrgmChdsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORHO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically ffispanic 
do-gooder, A lot of colourfid duels and clattering 
action setpieces. West End: Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 


Whitdeys.VirgmFulhamRoadWrginTrocadero, 
Warner Village West End 

MEET JOE BLACK (12> 

Picking his way through Martin Brest's under- 
developed rehaul of Death Takes a Holiday goes 
Brad Pitt's aquiline Grim Reaper who gets 
chaperoned round the everyday delights ofPianet 
Earth by Anthony Hopkins’ dying billionaire. 
The film has a few neat themes and a reliably solid 
turn from Hopkins, but it's too much a picture of 
disparate pieces. West End- Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage; UCI Whitdeys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 

MULAN (U) 

In this animated feature, a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare heraHing father from 
the certain death of combat It’s one of the most 
visually innovative movies that Disney has ever 
made. West End- Odeon Mezzanine Local Acton 
Park Royal Warner Village, Barnet Odeon, 
Croydon Warner Village, Dagenham Warner 
Village, Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner 
Village North Finchley, Hammersmith Virgin, Har- 
row Warner VQIage, Holioiray Odeon. Peckham 
Premier, Streatham Odeon, Wimbledon Odeon 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture . 
House. Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street. 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
Village West End Local' Croydon Warner VtOage, 
Ed-montonLee Valley UCI 12, FbUham Cineworld 
the Monies, Warner Village Finchley Road, 
Harrow Warner Village, Sutton UCI 6, UCI 
Surrey Quays 

It (PI) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End- ABC Tottenham Court Road Curzon Soho, 
Ritzy Cinema Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT CU) 

Animated feature which comes across as The Tten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and His 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whitdeys, VbymFWhamRcjad^VrrgmTrocadero 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Tixiker star in this hi t-and- 
miss-affain Wiest End- Odeon Marble Arch, Virgin 

Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

THE SIEGE 05) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds up a 
hopelessly fingers-and-thumbs a ffair . Denzel 
Washington an d Bruce Willis star West End 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Leicester Square. Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, UCI Whitdeys, Virgin Chelsea 

SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergnn satire of middle-class mores, 
director Francois Ozoo takes abundant pleasure 
in rfiCTnanUing a s tandar d nuclear family The 
result is savage and funny one mammrt, indulgent 
the next Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

SNAKE EYES (15) 

Brian De Palma's Atlantic City-set conspiracy 
thriller stars Nicolas Cage and Gary Sini.se. 
Repertory: Prince Charles 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End Plaza 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
dead chap who lights out to a cod-impressionist 
heaven before jetting southward to rescue 
bis suicide-bride. West End Warner Village 
West End Load Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, 
Newham Showcase 


Cinema 

West end 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) G Piccadilly 
Grcus Elizabeth 2.10pm, 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.10pm. 
3.55pm, 6pm, 8.30pm My Name 
is Joe 1.10pm. 3.35pm, 6pm, 
8.25pm The Negotiator 1.40pm. 
5.05pm. 8pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

10171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 

I G Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Dirkish Bath 1 .25pm, 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm There's 

Something About Mary 1 ,05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) G Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Class Trip 1.05pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.30pm Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 


Massacre 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.35pm. 8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) G Leicester 
5quare/Plccadilly Circus Buffalo 
66 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm The Eel 3.55pm. 8.40pm 
The Governess 1.35pm. 6.20pm 
On Connait la Chanson 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm La Vie 
Revee des Anges 1 ,25pm, 
3.45pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) G Tottenham 
Court Road Little Woke 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 7pm. 9.40pm jt (Pf) 
1.20pm, 3.25pm, 5.25pm, 

7.30pm. 9.35pm Practical Magic 

I. 20pm, 3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.25pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) G Barbican 
Hilary and Jackie 6pm. 8.40pm 
The Opposite of Sex 6.1 5pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) G Sloane 

Square Hilary and Jackie 1.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) Clapham 

Common Bulworth 2.45pm, 

5pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm Hilary and 
Jadtie 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm The Opposite of Sex 

2.15pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm. 

9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) G Green Parti 
Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON M1NEJHA 

(0171-369 1723) G Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Elizabeth 
3pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (l2pm-6pm) 

G Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road Bulworth 1.45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm it (Pi) 1.30pm, 4pm. 
5.45pm, 7.30pm, 9.30pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) •©■ Elephant & 
Castle Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.45pm, 8.20pm Meet Joe Black 
3.30pm, 7.25pm The Siege 

3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) G Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12.20pm. 
4pm, 7.45pm. 11.30pm The 

Prince of Egypt 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm, 11pm Psycho 3.45pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm. 11.15pm 

GATE NOTTTNG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) G NotUng Hill 
Gate HQary and Jackie 1 pm. 
3.35pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm. 

I I. 30pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) G 

Hammersmith Bulworth 1.30pm. 
4pm. 5.50pm, B.40pm Little 
Vbice 1,20pm, 3.50pm, 6.30pm, 
9pm Meet Joe Black 1 2.50pm. 
4.30pm. 8.1 Opm Practical Magic 
1pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) G Charing 
Cross The Discreet Charm of the 
Bourgeoisie 7pm The Polygraph 
1 6.30pm. 8.30pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) G Piccadilly 
GrcusAdcester Square The 
Apple (Sib) 3pm. 5pm. 7pm, 
9pm Dobermann 2pm. 4.15pm, 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 


NOTTTNG HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705] G Notting Hilt 
Gate Bulworth 3pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007] G Camden Town 
54 12 noon. 2.15pm, 4.20pm. 
6.40pm, 9.10pm. 11.10pm The 
Add House 1 1 ,05pm 
Dobermann 11. 50am, 2.05pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm. 

1 1.15pm Enemy of the State 
11.25pm Little Vbice 11.50am, 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 

9.05pm Practical Magic 

12.20pm. 3.05pm, 5.55pm, 

8.25pm. 1 0.45pm The Siege 
12.25pm. 3pm, 6pm. 8.35pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007] G High Street 
Kensington Bulworth 1.25pm. 

4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.40pm. 

12.20am Enemy of the State 
3.25pm, 9.15pm. 12.15am Hilary 
and Jackie 12.30pm. 3.30pm. 
6.30pm. 9.30pm. 12.25am Little 
Voice 1.55pm, 4.30pm. 7.05pm. 
9.40pm. 12. 15am Meet Joe 

Black 1 1.50am, 3.45pm. 7.40pm, 

1 1 35pm Practical Magic 

120pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm, 

1 2midnighr The Siege 12.40pm, 
6.30pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square The Siege 12.55pm. 
3.35pm. 5.55pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(06705-050007) G Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12,15pm, 
3.10pm. 6.05pm. 9pm, 

12 midnight little Voice 1.20pm, 
3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.40pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.40pm. 4.30pm. 
8.15pm, 12midnight Practical 
Magic 1.05pm, 3.45pm, 6.25pm, 
9.05pm, 1 1 ,45pm Rush Hour . 
11.30pm The Siege 12.50pm, 
3.35pm, 6.20pm. 9.10pm. 

11.55pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) G Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm, 3pm. 
5.30pm, 8.10pm Lock. Stock & 
TViro Smoking Barrels 1.20pm, 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.35pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.30pm, 5.15pm, 
8.10pm Ronin 2.45pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.40pm. 3.10pm. 
5.40pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) G Swiss 
Cottage Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2-50pm, 5.35pm. 

8.20pm Hilary and Jackie 
12.20pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm, 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm, 6.45pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.10pm. 3.50pm. 
7.30pm Practical Magic 
1 2.55pm, 3.30pm, 6.Q5pm, 

8.40pm The Siege 12.25pm. 
3.10pm, 5.50pm, 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) G Leicester 
Square Enemy of the State 
12.05pm, 2.45pm. 5.30pm, 

8.25pm, 11.25pm Little Vbice 
1.55pm. 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 

6.55pm, 11.35pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) G Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 9.05pm L5 (IMAX) 
12.35pm. 2.40pm, 4.45pm. 7pm 
T-Rex: Back to the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 11.30am, 135pm, 3.40pm. 
5.45pm, Bpm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) G East Finchley 
Little Voice 2.15pm „ (Pi) 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) G Piccadilly 
Grcus Babe: Pig In the City 
12.45pm. 335pm Out of Sight 
5.50pm. 8.25pm Saving Private 
Ryan 3pm. 7.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm. 8.55pm The Truman 
Show 1pm, 3.15pm, 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) G Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm, 
2.55pm, 4.50pm, 6.45pm, 

8.45pm Hilary and Jackie 
1.10pm, 3.40pm, 6.10pm. 

8.40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/G Brtxton 
Bulworth 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 

9.10pm, 11.30pm Enemy of the 
State 1 1 .40pm Fear and 
Loathing hi Las Vegas 1 1.45pm 
Hideous Kinky Thur 6.50pm 
Hilary and Jackie 4.20pm. 7pm 
{+ O&A with director Anand 
Tucker and producer Andy ! 
Paterson). 10.15pm Little Voice ! 
3pm, 5.15pm, 7.25pm, 9.30pm 


The Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm. 11.35pm 
(-r- Short: Horseshoe) it (Pi) 
3.10pm. 5.20pm. 7.20pm, 

9.35pm {+ Short: The Albatross) 
Rfen Ne Va Plus 2.30pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) G Baker Street 
Bulworth 3.05pm, 6.25pm, 

8.45pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.25pm, 4.30pm. 6.40pm. 

8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) G Highbury & 
Islington Bulworth 3.50pm. 

6.20pm, 8.45pm, 11.15pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) G Betsize Park 
Hilary and Jackie 3.10pm. 

6.40pm. 9.10pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) G Bayswvater 54 
2.50pm, 5pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm 
Bulworth 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 

6.30pm, 9pm Enemy of the 
State 3.10pm, 6pm, 9.10pm 
Little Vbice 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1pm Meet Joe Black 
4.40pm, 8.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.20pm. 4.50pm, 7.20pm, 
9.50pm Practical Magic 1 .30pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm The 
Siege 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710] G Sloane 

5quare/South Kensington 54 
9.30pm Bulworth 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.45pm, 9.15pm Enemy of the 
State 2.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.45pm 
Little Ifoice ipm, 3.15pm. 
5.15pm, 7.15pm The Siege 

12.45pm. 3.30pm, 6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) G South 

Kensington Enemy of the State 
12.50pm. 3.40pm. 6.40pm, 

9.20pm Uttie Voice 1 2.40pm. 
2.50pm, 5.10pm, 7.20pm. 

9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 

12.20pm. 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm, 
4.30pm. 8.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex l.iOpm. 3.20pm. 6pm. 
9pm Practical Magic 1.40pm. 
4pm, 6.20pm, 9pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) G Piccadilly 
Circus 54 2.10pm, 4.20pm. 

6.40pm. 8.55pm Bulworth 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.35pm My 
Name Is Joe 12.55pm, 3.40pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) G Piccadilly 
□reus Antz 12.20pm. 2.10pm, 
4.05pm, 6.10pm Doberman n 

9pm, 11.30pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
11.35pm The Mask of Zorro 
12 noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 

8.30pm Meet Joe Black 

12.30pm, 4.20pm, 8pm Out of 

Sight 12noon. 2.50pm, 5.40pm, 
8.30pm. 11.30pm Practical 

Magic 12noon, 2.1 5pm, 4.30pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm, 11.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt l2noon. 2pm, 
4.30pm Rush Hour 7pm. 

9.20pm. 11.30pm Sear Trek: 

Insurrection 1pm. 3.40pm. 
6.40pm. 9.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) G Leicester 
Square 54 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm, 1 1 ,30pm Blade 
12.10am Bulworth 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6.2Qpm. 9pm, 11.40pm 
Lock, Stock & TWo Smoking 
Barrels 9.40pm. 12.05am The 
Mask of Zorro 12.30pm, 
3.30pm. 6.40pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1.20pm. 3.50pm, 6.10pm, 
8.50pm. 11.10pm A Perfect 

Murder 1.30pm. 4.10pm, 

6.50pm. 9.25pm, 12.05am 

Practical Magic 1 2 noon, 

12.50pm, 2.50pm, 3.40pm. 

5.40pm, 6.30pm. 8.30pm. 

9.20pm, 11.20pm. 12midnight (4- 
Shore Eight) Rush Hour 
11.50am, 2.10pm, 4.40pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm, 11.50pm What Dreams 
May Come 1.10pm, 4pm. 
6.35pm. 9.10pm, 1 1.45pm. 


Cinema 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) G Park Royal 54 
1.10pm, 3.20pm. 5.40pm. 7.50pm. 
10pm. 12.1 0am Blade 11pm Bul- 
worth 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 
9.10pm, 11.30pm Enemy of the 
State ipm, 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 
9,35pm, 12.20am Little Voice 
1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 


The Mask of Zorro 1.30pm, 
i 4.20pm. 7.20pm Meet Joe Black 
1.40pm. 5.20pm, 9pm Practical 
Magic 1pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 
8.50pm. 1 1 .30pm Psycho 1 2.40am 
Rush Hour 10.10pm. 12.25am The 
Siege 2pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm, 
9.50pm. 12.30am Star Trek: In- 
surrection 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 

6.55pm, 9.20pm, 11.50pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007] G High 
Barnet Enemy of the State 5.30pm. 
8.15pm Little Voice 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 7pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.45pm. 4.1 5pm. 7.45pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1.05pm, 3.35pm. 
6.15pm. 8.30pm The Siege 
12.45pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm. 8.45pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 12.30pm. 
3pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy Of the State 
2.55pm. 5.55pm, 8.55pm Meet Joe 
Black 1.20pm, 7.20pm The Parent 
Trap i2noon Practical Magic 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
The Prince of Egypt 5pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (01 81-303 1 550) BR; 
Bexleyheath Aa Ab Laut Qialen 
1pm. 4.40pm. 8.30pm Blade 
12.1 5am Bulworth 12.15pm. 
2.40pm, 5pm, 7.15pm. 9.40pm, 
12. 20am Enemy of the State 

I . 30pm, 4 . 1 0pm. 6.55pm, 9. 30pm. 
12.05am Little Vbice 1 2.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.05pm, 9.20pm, 

1 T .40pm The Mask of Zorro Ipm. 
3.50pm, 6.40pm, 9.25pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm, 

I I. 1 5pm Practical Magic 12.35pm. 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm. 
12.15am Psycho 9.45pm. 12.10am 
Rush Hour 11.50pm The Siege 
1.45pm. 4.30pm, G.50pm. 9.35pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12noon. 
2.15pm. 4.45pm. 7.25pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR; 
Bromley North Enemy of the State 
1.05pm, 6.50pm Little Voice 
2.50pm. 4.40pm, 8.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.50pm. 4.40pm, 6.30pm 
Practical Magic 2.40pm. 5.05pm, 
7.30pm, 9.55pm The 5iege 
4.10pm. 9.30pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0161 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
Enemy OF the State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Practical Magic 

I. 15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon WbsC/East Elizabeth 
5.50pm Little Voice 4pm, 8.30pm 
+ Whoosh 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090] BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
The State 3.35pm. 6.30pm, 
9.30pm, 1 2.25am Little Voice 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm. 

I I. 30pm The Mask of Zorro 

5.40pm, 8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
1pm. 4.50pm. 8.40pm The 

Opposite of Sex 2.30pm. 5pm. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm. 1 2. 10am Practi- 
cal Magic 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm, IT. 40pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3pm Psycho 12.20am Rush 
Hour 1 1 ,20pm The Siege 1 .30pm. 
4.20pm. 7.10pm. 9.50pm. 12.30am 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.40pm, 

4.1 Opm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm. 1 1 .50pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (592 2020) G 
Dagenham Heathway 54 1.10pm. 
4.10pm. 7pm. 9.10pm. 11.50pm 
Bulworth 1.50pm. 4.25pm. 

7.10pm. 9.40pm. 72.10am Enemy 
of the State 12.40pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm, 9.15pm, 12.20am little 
Voice 2pm, 4.20pm, 6.50pm, 
9.20pm. 1 1 ,40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 5.45pm. 8.40pm. T 1 .45pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.30pm. 4.30pm. 
8.30pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm. 11.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 pm. 3.20pm 
Psycho 1 7 ,20pm Rush Hour 
12.30am The Siege 1.40pm. 
4.15pm, 6.40pm, 9.30pm. ^mid- 
night Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 19) BR/Q Ealing Broadway 
Little Voice 1.50pm. 4.20pm, 
6.40pm, 9pm Meet Joe Black 2pm. 
7.40pm Practical Magic 2.10pm, 
4,30pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 5.35pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (01 Bl-381 2556) 

G Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chaien > 
phone for deoils Bade Diiwaia 1 
phone for details Much Kuch Hota 
Hai phone for details The Mask of 
Zono 2.30pm, 5.15pm. 8.15pm The I 
Prince of Egypt 5.30pm Zakhtn 
phone for details 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) G Tottenham Hale 54 
4.40pm, 6.50pm. 9pm, II.ISpmAa 
Ab Laut Chaien 4.25pm. 8.15pm 
Blade 11pm Bulworth 3.30pm, 
6. 1 5pm. 8.50pm, 1 1 .30pm Enemy 
of the State 3pm, 6pm, 9.10pm. 
9.55pm, 12midnighr Little Vbice 
3.45pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 5.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 4pm. 7.50pm, 1 1 .40pm The 
Negotiator 11.1 Opm The Opposite 
of Sex 4.15pm. 7.15pm, 9.50pm, 
12.25am The Parent Trap 3.40pm. 
6.35pm Practical Magic 4,30pm, 
7pm. 9.30pm, 1 2.1 5am Rush Hour 
10.10pm, 12.35am The Siege 
4.10pm, 6.55pm. 9.40pm, 12.20am 
Star Ttek: Insurrection 4.50pm. 
7.20pm What Dreams May Come 
8.30pm 

FELTHAIH 

ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham AA AB Laut 
Chalain 11.55am. 3.30pm. 7.05pm. 
11pm Bade Diiwala 4.15pm. 
9. 1 5pm Bulworth 1 1 . 50am. 
2.20pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 9.50pm. 
12.15am Enemy of the State 

I . 1 0pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.1 Opm. 

I I . 30pm Hum Aapke Main Koun..! 

11.15am. 1pm, 2.45pm. 4.35pm. 
6.20pm. 8.05pm. 9.45pm, 1 1,30pm 
Hu Tu Tu 11am. 2.15pm, 8pm, 
11.25pm Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
11.1 0am, 2.40pm. 6. 1 0pm. 9.40pm 
Little Voice 12noon, 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7.10pm. 9-25pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1.30pm, 7.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 .05pm. 4.30pm. 
8pm, 1 1 .30pm The Opposite of Sex 
1 1 .30am, 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm, 12 midnight Practical Mag- 
ic 11.35am, 2pm. 4.25pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm 1 2 midnight Psycho 

9.35pm, 12.10am Rush Hour 
12 midnight The Siege 12noon. 
2.20pm, 4.40pm. 7.10pm. 9.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1 2rroon. 
2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm Zakhm 
5.30pm. 11.40pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) O- East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Bulworth 1 ,50pm, 4.1 5pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm, 12midnight 
Enemy of The State 3pm, 6pm, 
9pm, 1 1 ,50pm Uttfe Voice 1 . 1 0pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 7pm, 9.40pm Meet 
Joe Black ipm, 4.40pm. 8.30pm 
Practical Magic 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.30pm, 9.20pm. 11.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.15pm. 4.05pm 
Rush Hour 11.30pm The Siege 
2pm, 4.50pm, 7.20pm. 9.50pm, 

1 2 midnight Star Trek: Insurrection 
2pm, 4.25pm. 6.40pm, 9.10pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 

WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) ■©• Finchley Road Bulworth 
2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
Enemy of the State 1pm. 3.35pm, 
6.20pm. 9.20pm Little Voice 
1.50pm. 4pm, 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.45pm, 
9.15pm Meet Joe Black 1.25pm. 
5.05pm, 8.45pm The Opposite of 
Sex 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm The 
Siege 1.30pm, 4.10pm, 6.50pm, 
9.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 

I. 1 Opm, 6.40pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) G Golders 
Green Meet Joe Black 2.45pm. 
7.25pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101] BR: 
Greenwich Bulworth 4pm, 6.20pm. 
8.40pm. 11pm Enemy Of the 
State 1 1 ,15pm Hilary And Jackie 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm Little 
Voice 4.55pm, 7pm. 9.05pm, 

II. 10pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) G Belslze 
Rark Enemy of the State 8.15pm- 
Lltde Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Meet Joe Black 3pm. 
7.20pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
2.40pm, 5.50pm 

h ,:row 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) G Harrow on the Hill 54 
7.30pm. 9.40pm. 11.50pm Bul- 
worth 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 
8.50pm. I1.20pm Enemy of the 
State 12.10pm, 3pm. 5.55pm. 
9pm, 1 1 .40pm Uttie Vbice 1 .05pm. 
3.35pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm. 11pm 
The Mask of Zom> 9.20pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.20pm, 4pm, 8pm the 
Opposite of Sex 11.30am. 2pm. 
430pm. 6.45pm, 9.10pm, 1 1 ,10pm 
Practical Magic 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm Psycho 1 1 ,50pm 
Rush Hour 12.05am The Sieae 
3 - 25 P m - 6.05pm. 
8.40pm, IT. 30pm Star Trek: V 
surreetion 12noon. Z.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm 
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16/LISTINGS 





KZLBURN 

THE TRICYCLE CIKEMA(0171- 
328 3000} * KJIbum Hie 

Fountainhead Thu 3pm Uttfe 
Voice 6.30pm. 8.45pm (+ Short; 
Kings of Slam with 8.45pm 
performance only} 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Enemy of the State 8.10pm Meet 
Joe Black 2.20pm. 7.20pm Psycho 
2.30pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm Star 
Ttek: Insurrection 2.1 5pm. 5.40pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (0870S 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy of the 
State 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm, 
8.30pm The Land 1 Girls 6.30pm Lit- 
tle Voice 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm The 
Parent Trap 1 2.45pm, 3.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.45pm Psycho 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 8.50pm Hie Siege 1 2.45pm, 
3 15pm. 5.50pm. 8.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sldcup 
Brassed Off 1 1 .30am. 3.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.1 5pm. 7.15pm 
Psycho 8.30pm Star Trek: insur- 
rection 6pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewood Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.45pm Little Voice 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Blade 12.45pm, 4.30pm, 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.25pm. 4.40pm Psycho 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 7pm. 9.20pm The Siege 
1,15pm, 3.50pm, 6.35pm, 9.1 5pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.15pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 1 ,40pm Meet 
Joe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 .50pm Psycho 
2.20pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill/O- Brixton/Clapham 
Common Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 
Little Voice 1 .20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 
8.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm, 2.20pm, 4.30pm Rush 
Hour 6.35pm. 8.45pm Hie Siege 
ipm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1 .30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm. 8.30pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/* 
Stratford East Enemy of the State 
2.30pm, 5.50pm. 8.35pm Little 
Voice 1.35pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 1.30pm. 
4.45pm. 8pm Psycho 4pm. 9pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2pm. 
6.30pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990} * Surrey 
Quays Babe: Pig hi the Gty 4.50pm 
Enemy of the State 3. 1 Opm. 6pm. 
8,50pm Little Voice 4pm. 6. 1 Opm. 
8.25pm The Mask of Zorro 3pm, 
5,50pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
4.20pm. 8.10pm Psycho 7.05pm. 
9.40pm The Siege 3.30pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Star Trek; Insur- 
rection 4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 


(08705 050007) 

Meet Joe Black 
50pm. 7.25pm The 
n. 8.50pm Star Trek: 
1.1 Opm. 3.25pm 


ULTHAMSTOW 

C (0870-9020424) * Waltham- 
w Central Enemy of the State 
Opm Meet Joe Black 2.10pm, 
Opm The Siege 2pm. 5.10pm, 
Opm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
Opm, 5.20pm 


rON ON THAMES 
SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
25) BR: Walton on Thames 
! Voice 3.30pm, 6.40pm, 
im Meet Joe Black 3pm. 


’ (0181-850 3351) 
he Mask oF ZorrO 4pm. 
ebo 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Insurrection 4pm. 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) 
*-Willesden Green Kuch Kudi Hota 
Hal (phone for times) The Prince 
of Egypt 4.45pm Scar Ttek: In- 
surrection 6.45pm. 9.15pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPHONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Enemy of the State 
225pm, 5.1 5pm. 8.05pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.15pm. 7.15pm Psycho 
8.25pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 
2.15pm, 6.05pm 


MUS WELL HILL 

ODEON { 08705 050007) *Hlgfr- 
gate Enemy of Che State 3.45pm. 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 12.40pm, 
4.10pm. 4,10pm, 7.40pm The 
5iege 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 
S.40pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
1 ,35pm. 6.20pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/* 
Wimbledon/* South Wimbledon 
Enemy of Che State 2.30pm. 
5.25pm, 8.20pm Little Voice 2pm. 
4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm. 3.50pm. 7.30pm 
The Siege 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .45pm, 4.05pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye Enemy of Che State 

3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Little Moke 
5.05pm. 7.1 0pm. 9.1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.55pm. 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 7pm Psycho 4.45pm. 
7.05pm. 9.25pm Rush Hour 
9.10pm The Siege 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1pm. 5pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) * South 
Woodford Enemy Of the State 
8pm Meet Joe Black 2.30pm. 
7.30pm Psycho 2.20pm. 6.10pm. 
8.30pm Star Tdc Insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.40pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Psycho 6. 1 0pm. 
8.40pm The Siege 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (01 81 -347 6664} * 
Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
2pm. 3.45pm Zakhm 5.30pm 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purtey 
Meet Joe Black 7.10pm The Siege 
5.10pm, 8.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 6.10pm. 8.30pm 


Cinema 

REPERTORY 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) * Putney 
Bridge. Bft Putney. Enemy of the 
State 6pm. 9pm Uttle Voice 
1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm, 4.45pm, 
8.30pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm 


LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Oueensberry Place 
SW7 (01 7 1 -838 2 1 44/2 1 46) Sitcom 
(18) 7.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/* 
Richmond Little Voice 2pm. 
4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm. 4.30pm, 8.20pm 
The Siege 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm 


THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square 
N1 (0171-6840201) Berlin- Sym- 
phony of a Great Gty (U) 7pm (+ 
Shorts) Life in the Fast Lane: The 
No Ml 1 Story (NQ 9pm (+ Short) 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/* Richmond Enemy oF the 
State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm The Mask oF 
Zorro 2.40pm, 5.40pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm. 4.20pm 
Psycho 6.30pm, 9.20pm Star Ttek: 
insurrection 1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.50pm. 
9.30pm 


NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-928 
3232) The Horse Whisperer (PG) 
2.30pm The American Soldier: 
Fassbinder (NQ 6. 15pm Key Largo 
(PG) 6.30pm La Chlenne (NC) 
7.30pm Men with Guns (15/ 
8.30pm The Bitter Tears of Petra 
Von Kant (18) 8.40pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Big 
Lebowsid (18) 1pm Snake Eyes 
(IS) 3.45pm Rounders (15) 9pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (01 71 -420 0100) Ze- 
ro Effect (IS) 6.30pm + The Last 
Days of Disco 8.50pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
111 761 


Street. Brentford (01 81 -568 1 1 76) 
Out of Sight (15) 1.30pm, 7pm Ut- 
tle Vbice (15) 5pm. 9pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) The Fountainhead 
(PG) 2pm n (Pi) (15) 4.15pm. 
8.50pm Sogni D’Ora (NC) 6.30pm 


BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (0114-907 4191) 
Wild Angels (NC) 8.30pm 


WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
The Add House (18) 6pm, 8.25pm 
Uttle Vbice (15) 6.05pm. 8.35pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Sitcom (18) 12.30pm Dober- 
mann (18) 2.30pm, 9.20pm Me- 
tropolis (PG) 5pm Fire (15) 
7.15pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) The Truman Show (PG) 
6.T5pm The Add House (18) 
8.15pm Dandng at Lughnasa 
(PG) 2.30pm. 7.30pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) My Name is Joe (15) 
1 .30pm. 6.30pm D4ja Vu (1 5) 4pm 
Marquise (15) 9pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Henry Fool (18) 2.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Fire (15) 6pm, 8.15pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (01 16-255 4854) 
Henry Fool (18) 6.05pm Rien Ne 
Va Plus (15) 9pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Marquise (15) 2.30pm. 5.45pm 
The Truman Show (PG) 8.1 5pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BATH 

ABC CINEMA (01225-461730); 
Antz (PG): Meet Joe Black (1 2) 


UTTLE THEATRE (01 225-466822): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); The Land 
Girls (12): Uttle Voice (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG) 


SUTTON 

UG 6 (0990-888990) OMorden En- 
emy of the State 3.25pm. 6.1 5pm. 
9pm Uttle Vbice 3.40pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
3.55pm. 6.45pm Meet Joe Black 
4.25pm. 8pm Psycho 9.45pm The 
Siege 4.10pm. 7pm, 9.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4.40pm. 9.15pm 


ROBINS CINEMA (01225-461 506): 
Enemy oF the State (15): Lost in 
Space (PG): The Parent Trap (PG); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): The 
Siege (1 5): Star TTek: Insurrection 
(PG) 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-688 2519) 

^Turnpike Lane Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm Meet Joe 
Black 3.30pm. 7.25pm Psycho 
6.1 Opm. 8.40pm Star TTek: Insur- 
rection 4pm, 6.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): Antz (PG); Asterix Con- 
quers America (0) : Babe: Pig In the 
Gty (U): Enemy of the State (15): 
Uttle Voice (1 5); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Meet Joe Black (1 2): The 
Parent Trap (PG): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Psycho (1 5): Rush Hour 
(15): The Siege (15); Star Thek: In- 
surrection (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 


CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-5551 78): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (Uj: Meet Joe Black ( 1 2). 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(1 5): Star Trek: insurrection (PG) 


CAPITOL ODEON (08705-050007): 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U): Enemy 
of the State (15); Meet Joe Black 
(12): Paradise Road (15); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho (1 5): 
The Siege (15); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG) 


MONICO (01222-693426); Meet 
Joe Black ( 1 2): What Dreams May 
Come (15) 


ODEQN (08705-050007): 
Antz (PG): Uttle Voice (15): 
The Mask or Zorro (PG): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG) 


UG 12 (0990-888990): Antz (PG): 
Babe; Pig in the City (U): Enemy 
Of the state (1 5): The Land Girls 
(12): Uttle Vbice (15); Lock, Stock 
Sc TWo Smoking Barrels (18): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black 
(12): Mr Magoo (PG): Mulan (U): 
Out of Sight (1 5); The Nmt Trap 
(PG); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
psycho (75); Rush Hour (1 5): Saw- 
ing Private Ryan (15): The Siege 
(15); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
Wajood (PG): What Dreams May 
Come (15) 


Theatre 

WEST END 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times indude intervals. • 
— Seats ae all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only Mati- 
nees - [1 1: Sun. [3|; Tue. [41: Wed. 
[5]: Thur, [6]: Fri. (7): Sat 


» ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71-494 5065) * Ptcc Grc. Mon- 
5at 7.45pm. [5[[7J 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 £12.50-£1 7.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 


• AMADEUS David Sucbet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s 
acclaimed drama. Old Vic The Cut. 
SE1 (0171-928 7616/CC 420 0000) 
BR/* Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[41[7| 2.30pm. E7.50-E30. 
180 mins. 


• ANNIE Rags to riches story of 
the optimistic orphan, victoria 
Palace Victoria Street, SW1 (0171- 
834 1317) BR/e Victoria. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4] (7) 2.30pm. [1] 4pm. 
E7.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


I ART Larry Lamb, Jack Dee, Tim 
Healy in Yasmina Reza's comedy 
about art and friendship- Wynd- 
ham's Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1 1 ) * Leic Sq. Tue-Sac 6pm. f4J 
3pm. [71(1 1 5pm. £9.50-£27.50. 
90 mins. 


•BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on 
Disney’s cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion Tot- 
tenham Court Road. W1 (0171-656 
1888) O Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. I5J[7) 2.30pm. £18.50- 
£35. 150 mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy 
Russell's long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix Char- 
ing Cross Read. WC2 (0171-369 
1 733) & Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5] 3pm, [7) 4pm. 
E11.50-E 32.50. 165 mins. 


• BUDDY Musical biog-sbow trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) O' Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 
[If 4pm. £I0-£27, half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


• CATS Lloyd Webber's musical 
version of TS Eliot’s poems. New 
London Parker Street, WC2 (0171- 
405 0072/C c 0171-404 4079) ■©■ 
Covent Garde rVHolbom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [3][7J 3pm. £12.50-£35. 
1 65 mins. 


O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act Add- 
phi Malden Lane. WC2 (0171-344 
0055) O Charing X. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
[4([7] 3pm. E16-E36 (inc booking 
fee). 130 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Rettoced Shakespeare 
Company fast- forwar ds through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus, W1 
(01 71-369 1 747) -O Piet Grc. Wed- 
Sat 8pm, (5) 3pm. (7) 5pm. fi) 4pm, 
£6-£25, Thur mats - all seats £1 0. 
1 20 mins. 


» DR DOLFTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street W6 
(0 1 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) * Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4)17) 2.30pm, 
£10-£32.50. 150 mins. 


» THE GLORY OF LIVING 

Drama set amongst the trailer parks 
of southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gilman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
* Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 


• GREASE Energetic stage 
version of the hit fifrn about life in an 
American high schooL Cambridge 
Eariham Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5080) ■©■ Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (4)171 3pm. E1Q-E30. 
1 50 mins. 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenore and Susannah York 
in Peter HalTs acclaimed production 
of Wilde's cameds. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (01 7 1 -494 5045) 
O Pice Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] 
3pm. [7) 4pm. E8.50-E29.50. 
1 65 mins. 


> AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dauby’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriller. Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) *Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm, (4) 2.30pm. )7) 5pm. 
Upper circle £1 2.50-E29.50. 
1 1 0 mins. 


> INTO THE WOODS Soodfaeim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar Ware- 
house Eariham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732} O Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4) [7] 2.30pm. 
£?5-£27.50. 


• THE INVENTION OF LOVE 

Tom Stoppard’s play about the life of 
poet A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
Haymarkec Haymarket. SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) * Prcc Grc Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, [4}[7| 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 


•JESUS, MY BOY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (01 71 -494 50701 «• Picc 
Ore. Tue-Frl 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm. 
(1) 3pm & 5pm. E5.SO-EJ8.50. 


• KAFKA’S dick Eric Svkes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett’s comedy about the moribund 
writer PJeeadSJy Denman Street. W J 
(0171 -369 1 734) O Picc Grc. In rep 
today 3pm 0 8pm, ends 26 Feb. 
£12-£30. 


P LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hai- 
ti well’s drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) * 
Picc Grc/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5][7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
E27.50. 


I LORD OF THE FUE5 Stage ver- 
son of William Golding's classic tale 
of schoolboys living on a deserted is- 
land. Lyric Han n a s mi th King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 2311) * Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mat today 
1 ,30pm. aids 6 Feb. £5-£1 6. 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER 
Alison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning heme for 
their mother's funeral Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/e- Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
)5]{7] 3pm. £8-£27.50. 


P LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WI (01 71-434 0909 ) * Pkc GfC. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [5J[7] 2.30pm, 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


► THE STREET OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scultz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Cotn- 
plicite’s acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-494 5040/cc 0171-344 
4444) O Picc Clrc Tue-Sat 8pm. )7) 
3pm. (1 1 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 


P THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 0171- 
344 4444) * Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [5J[7J 3pm. ends 23 
Jan. £15-£27.50. 140 mins. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky's tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
* leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5)17) 
3pm. ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 


P THE WED! Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) * Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4] (7) 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 runs. 


D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) ■©■ Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5|[7| 3pm. 
E10-E32.S0. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HUTs chilling ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street, WC2 (0171-336 
2238} * Covent Garden Holborn. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, (3) 3pm. 17] 4pm. 
E8.50-E23.50. 110 mins 


Theatre 


Beyond the west end 


ARTS THEATRE Krapp's Last 
Tape Edward Petherbridge 
performs Samuel Beckett's 
melancholic piece. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
macs Fri 6 Sat 5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£8-£12. Great Newport Street, 
WC2 (0171-836 3334)* Leicester 
Square. 


TRKVOE THEATRE The Colour or 
Justice Topical dramatisation 
of the Stephen Lawrence case. 
Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 4pm 0 8pm. ends 
6 Feb. £8-£ 13.50. KJJburn High 
Road. NW6 (0171-328 1000) 
* Klibum. 


Theatre 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Corpse 
Ian Hargett and Ian Lindsay star in 
this high-comp comedy thriller about 
a penniless actor who contrives to 
murder bis wealthy twin and assume 
his lifestyle. Mon-Thur Sr Sat 7.45pm. 
Fri 6pm & 9pm. ends 6 Feb. £9.50- 
£1 5.50. cones available. Wore Street 
(01 256-465566} 


first Call, LastCall 


•MKBSAfGONMusksdwfaichre- 
seta the Madam Butterfy tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) * Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, (4] [7] 3pm. £5.75-£35. 
165 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 1 443) 
* Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. (3J 
2.45pm, (7) 5pm. £10-£24.50. 135 
mins. 


) OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stare (n the National's .vriaimedpro- 
of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein's cowboy y farmhand muacaL 
Lyceum Wellington Street, WC2 

(0870-606 3446/cc 606 6446) 
*Charing WEmbankment. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. [41(7] 2.30pm. ends 26 
June. £10-£35. 


First Call 

HAIUNG FROM New Hbcfcrtbe effortlessly laid-back 
pun Lovin’ Criminals (right) are vying for the title of 
the coolest men in rock. With its cavalier approach to 
life* their lounge-stgde rap is exemplified by the fonky 
ReserooirDogs derivative, “ScoobySnacte^. Last year's 
~-100* ;CoUnnbiatc was a topselling -album: and that 
atone should be reason enough to catch Huey Fast and 
Steve live. 

Empress BoUroofn, Blackpool (01253 625252) 8 Apr: 
The Dome, Doncaster (01302 370888). 9 Apr, The 
Fbnim,Jjmdonmn-3U 0044) 10-11 Apr 


Call 


REBECCA GILMAN' has already established herself as 
one of USA’s moat promising playwrights and now has 

.a. . ■ ‘ -J. I , -J i 1 alT 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic muscaL Her Majesty’s Hay- 
market. SWl (0171-494 S400/CC 
0171-344 4444) «■ Picc Grc Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (4) (7] 3pm. booking to 
June 26. £1 0-E35. 150 mins. 


UIC VAALALLJf WJiMAGUCi UJOi avvu 

Royal Court Theatre. The Glory of living; follows lisa 
and Clint as the^.sCardh for kicks in theAraencan 
Deep South. Unfortunately for tbeni, their tw isted 
anti-social behaviour gains .unwanted attention from 
the forces ofrighlebusiess. Directed by Kathryn Hunteq 
designed by Liz Cooke and lit by Paiite Constable. 
Royal Court Theatre ; West Street, London WC2 
(0171-565 5000) id 6 FA . 


I RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modem (fay New 
Ybric. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-21 1221) ■©■Hoi- 
bom. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. [4j(7( 3pm. 
£12.50-£32.50. 160 mins. 


» RICHARD CB Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) * Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, (7) 2.30pm. 
£10-£27.50. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and Che 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Eas- 
tenders stars alongside Only Fords 
coid Horses' John Challis. Today 
2pm & 7pm. ends 24 Jan. £6-£16. 
cones available. Saw close (01225- 
448844) 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
•OLMER: Fteter Ran Stephen Ofif- 
er’s music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up 
with Michael Bryant as the story- 
teller. In rep tonight 7.15pm, ends 
20 Feb. 


BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebtnl Black 
comedy about three motorcyle couri- 
ers on a dodgy mission to ComwalL 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's new play gives a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor: in rep 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 
mins. 

NT2000: H indie Wakes Stanley 
Houghton’s «»*«Tninnti<m of sexual 
emancipation. Tonight 6pm. Olivier 
£8-£27. Coctesloe: E12-E18. 
NT2000: £4, cones £3. Day seats 
from IQam. South Bank. SE1 (0171- 
452 3000). BR/O Waterloo. 


THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
fantn extravaganza about the fabled 
fowl. 21 & 22 J an. 2.15pm fir 
7.1 5pm. ends 30 Jan. £3-£16. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
•THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakesp eare's examination of justice. 
In rep today 1.45pm & 7.15pm. 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dream coat Tim Bice and An- 
drew Lloyd Rubber’s musical vereion 
of the Bible stray Mon-Thur 2 .30pm 
& 7.30pm. Fri 6 Sat 5pm 6 8pm. 
ends 23 Jan. £6.50. cones available. 
Oaklands Park (01243-781312) 


• THE Pill Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep 
today 2pm & 7.1 5pm. Barbican The- 
atre: £5-£27. The Pit: £1 2-£l 8.50. 
Barbican Centre, EC2 {0177-638 
8891). BR/* Barbican/Moorgate. 


◦ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
soqgs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) 
* Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4]{7] 2.30pm. E10-£32.50. 
1 35 mins. 


•THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Ra ymond Briggs’s con- 
temporary dassic. Sadler's Wells At 
Die Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) * Hdborn/Tem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan. 
£7.50- £32. 50. 


•STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road, 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/* Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I3]J7] 3pm, 
£12. 50- £30. 150 mins. 


HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Dick Whit- 
tington and His Kool (tool Kat 
Favourite songs from the 1960s and 
1970s accompany this inter-galactic 
panto. 2T Jan. 6.30pm. 2 1 6 23 Jan. 
2.30pm. 22 fit 23 Jan. 7.30pm. 
£6.50-£l 3. Billet Lane (0170B- 
443333) 


IPSWICH 

WOL5EY THEATRE Die Norman 
Conquests: "fable Manners Alan 
Ayckbourn's comedy about a planned 
dirty weekend which is foiled. 21 & 
22 Jan. 7.45pm. 23 Jan, 2.30pm & 
8pm. phone for prices. Civic Drive 
(01473-253725) 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singtn’ in 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2 .30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£7-£19 50. Belgrave Gate (0116- 
253 9797) 


NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Girls’ Night Out 
Hen-night comedy by Dave Simpson. 
21 Jan. 8pm. 22 6 23 Jan, 6pm & 
9pm. £11-£14.50. Guildhall Road 
(01604-624811) 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Dick Whittington 
and His Fabulous Cat Thrilling 
adventure story. 21 6 22 Jan. 
2.15pm. 23 Jan. 4.30pm & 7.30pm. 
24 Jan. 3pm & 6pm. E5.75-E9.75, 
cones available. Embankment Road 
(01733-552439) 


PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and Su 
ftodard dimb the giant beanstalk. 21- 
23. 26-30 Jan. 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 
24 Jan, 3pm. £6-£J5.50. Royal Pa- 
rade 5outh (01752-267222) 


PORT TALBOT 

PRINCESS ROYAL THEATRE Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs Glad- 
iator Fox stars as the baddie, Spirit 
in the MiiTor. Mon-Sat. 7.30pm. 
macs Sat. 2.30pm. £5.75. cones £4. 
Civic Centre (01639-763214) 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONN1NG TVvo Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£21 .95-E32.95 Including dinner. 
Sonning Eye (0118-969 8000) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 

The Lion. The Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 

Aririan MifrhpTI '*} nrtpjvarinw nf the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Today 5pm. 
end 27 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 


SWAN THEATRE Ttoilus and CreS- 
sfda Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human spirit undermined by Woody 
w arfare . Today i -30pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£S-£30. 

A Month (n the Country Bnaa 
Friel’s adaptation of Turgenev's 
portrait of all-consuming sexual 
desire. Michael Attenborough di- 
rects. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£5-£30 waterside (01789-295623) 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Mur- 
der is Easy Stage adaptation of 
Agatha Christie's murder mystery. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 30 Jan. E5.5U- 
£14.50. cones available, London 
Road (01702-342564) 




TOEFWDAyREV^ 






GUILDFORD 

MILL STUDIO. YVONNE ARNAUD 
THEATRE The Ministry of Biscuits 
Light-hearted satire about the 
prohibition of decadent sweetmeats 
in post-war London. 21-23 Jan. 
8pm. mat 23 Jan. 4pm. £8. cones 
available. Mi Ub rook (01 483-440000) 


YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE 
Sleuth peter Bowles and Michael 
Maloney star Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri- 
Sac 8pm. macs Thur & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £ 1 3.50-E20.50. cones 
available. MMibrook (01 483-440000) 


Exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINi Secret Victorians; 
Contemporary Art and a Nine- 
teenth Cemiry Vision British and 
Amprj cjMi ar+ich: rn nlnriing Mat (loll. 

ishaw and Helm Chadwick respond 
(o Ae Victorian era. Mon-Sat 10am- 
7pm. Sun 12noon-6pm, ends 31 Jan, 
free. Narrow Quay (01 1 7-929 9191) 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID’S HALL London Phll- 
harmonlc/Haitink Mahler’s 
valedictory 9th Symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. £7-£20. The Hayes (01 222- 
878444) 


LONDON 

TWENTYTWENTYONE Large scale 


BRISTOL OTY MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Lose and Found Witty 


from discarded objects. Mon- 
Sun 10am-5pm, ends 24 Jan. free. 
Queen’s Rd (0117-922 3571) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL San Francisco 
Symphony Orchestra/Tilson 
Thomas Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto and Prokofiev’s 5th Sym- 
phony Tonight 7.30pm. £10-£30. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891 ) * Moorgace/Barbican. 


sate « original ana couecrauiB 

by International 20th century 
designers. 20/21 Upper Street N1 
(0171-288 1996) * Angei. Tue-fti 
I0am-6pm. Sat I0am-5.30pm. ends 
23 Jan, prices vary. 


AKT99 Contemporary art fair with 
nibwl far Min bv a wkfe naira 


WATERSHED Places of Presence 
- Newfoundland Kin and Ancestral 
Land: Marlene Creates The Cana- 
dian artist combines objects, pho- 
tographs, texts and hand-drawn 
memory maps. Mon-Sun 9am-1 1pm. 
ends 7 Mar. free. Canon's Road 
(0117-925 3845) 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
Orchestra of the Age of Enllghc- 
enment' Levin Two Mozart Plano 
Concertos plus his 39th Symphony. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £8-£20. South 
Bank Centre. SE1 (0171-9604242) 
BR/e- Waterloo. 


WUl tW 3 UUUV*i — — 

of galleries, plus STAKE an area c__ 
voted to the work of young British 
artists, and a one to one guide to buy- 
ing contemporary art. Business De- t 

sign Centre Upper Street NT Y 
(01 71-359 3535) * Angel. Today 
1 1 am-6pm. Fri & Sat 1 1am-7pm. 

Sun 1 1am-5pm. ends 24 Jan. £10. 
£8.50 adv. 3 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWiLUAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistler. Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 

ESrhihitinn nf dragging and prints P~t- 


OPERA 


LONDON 

BLOOMSBURY THEATRE Stone 


LONDON INTERNATIONAL MIME 
FESTIVAL Exciting and eclectic the- 
atre and events, including perfor- 
mances by French, Russian, 
Australian, Canadian and Italian 
companies, as well as those from the 
UK London International Mime 
Festival WC1 (0171-637 5661) 
Ends 24 Jan. phone for details. 


of the three artists. Ends 14 Feb. 
British Watercolours from the 
Oppe Collection Including works by 
TUrner and Constable. Tue-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 24 Jan. 
free. Trumpington Street (01223- 
332900) 


marooned on an Aegean island by 
Paul Barker. Tonight 8pm. £6.50- 
£10. Gordon Street. WC1 (0171-388 
8622) o Russell Square. 


KETTLE’S YARD Physical Evidence 
Innovative paintings drawing*, sculp- 
ture and video. Tue-Sat 1 2.30pm- 
5.30pm. Sun 2pm-5.30pm. ends 28 
Feb. free. Castle Street (01223- 
352124) 


UfRIC STUDIO Vanessa Samuel Bar- 
ber’s opera receiving a belated UK 
premiere from the Other Theatre 
Company. Tonight 8pm. £10-£13, 
cones £5. King Street. W6 (0181- 
741 2311)* Hammersmith. 


SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE EXHIB1- 
DON L-arn about its reconstruction 
and about Elizabethan Southwark. 
Shakespeare Globe ExMbidon New 
Globe Walk SE1 (01 71-902 1 500) 

* London Bridge/Mansion House. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5pm guided tours 
every half hour. £5. cones £4, child \ 
£3. family £14. 


MUSIC 


LONDON 

BRrTISH MUSEUM The Golden 
Sword; Stamford Raffles and the 
East Art and artefacts exploring the 
life and work of the founder of Sin- 
gapore- Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
l2noon-6pm. ends 18 Apr. £4. 
cones £2. Great Russell Street. WCl 
(0171-636 1 555) *Russdl Square. 


DANCE 


POP 


LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 up and coming choreographers' 
work in London's important annual 
platform season. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
1 3 Feb. £8. cones £6. Duke’s Road. 
WCl (0171-387 0031) *Euston. 


BRIGHTON 

GAY DAD, KINKY JOURNO Tipped 
neo-ramrod outfit headline. Pres- 
sure Point Richmond Place (01 273- 
702333) Tonight 8pm. £5. 


NATIONAL GALLERY Luca 
Signorelli In British Collections 
Drawing and paintings by the artist 
Ends 31 Jan. 

in the Light of Fra Angelico; 
Zanobi Strozzi Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of the 15th-cen- 
tury artist Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 
T 0am-6pm, Wed 1 0am-Spm. ends 
7 Mar. free. Trafalgar Square. WC2 
(0 1 7 1 -74 7 2885) O- Charing Cross. 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL Cinque du 
Solril: Alegria Contortionists, ac- 
robats. aerial artists and fire dancers. 
Tue-Sun 7.45pm, macs Sat & Sun 
2.30pm, ends 24 Jan. £23.50-£45. 
Kensington Gore. 5W7 (0171-589 
8212) O High Street Kensington. 


CAMBRIDGE 

MIDGET Gffoyindie^tatarjpopbtit- 
fit with a new rin^e, 'ArtwbekT^iMt 
on Curveball records. The Junction 
CliPton Road (01223-511511) 
Tonight 7.30pm. £6. £5 adv. 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 16: 
Something Is Missing - Jean-Marc 
Bustamante Installation exploring 
cities in photographs. Ends 31 Jan. 
Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Tinner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work l^y 
Canaletto, Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends 28 
Feb. free. Mllfbank. SWl (01 71 -887 
8000) Pimlico. 


SADLER’S WELLS Sankai Juku In 
Shijima Japan’s most important 
contribution to 20th Century dance 
returns. Tonight 8pm. £7. 50- £35. 
Rosebery Avenue. EC1 (0171-863 
8000) O Angel. 


LONDON 

MERCURY REV, SHACK. ADD N TO 
(X), REGULAR FRIES US alt-rtX*- 
ers showcase the acclaimed album. 
Deserter’s Songs, with kmgrtost Liv- 
erpudlians and electro bigieat sup- 
ports. Astoria Charing Cross Road 
WQ(0171-434 0403)*1bttenham 1\ 
Court Road. Tonight 8pm. £9. . ■ 


LITERATURE 


NINE BELOW ZERO Tbugh Brit 
BAB outfit- Jazz Cafe Parkway NW1 
(0171-9166060) -©-Camden Town. 
Tbnight 8pm. £8.50-£10. 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and Che Art of 
Carving Bbrir by the 17th-century 
woodcarver. Ends 24 Jon. 
Picasso's Ladies: Wendy Ramshaw 
Predous-metal jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb 15. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from the 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
the 90- year-old photographer. Ends 
1 2 Apr. 

Sliver and Syrup: A Selection 
from the Collection Work by lead- 
ing photographers throughout his- 
tory. Mon 1 2 noon -5 4 5pm. Tue-Sun 
!0am-5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. £5. 
cones £3. UB40/dlsabled/mems/af- 
ter 4 3C»pm free Cromwell Road. 
SW7 (0171-938 8441) * South 
Kensington. 


LONDON 

NEW VOICES Rxcitine poetry from 
emerging American writers Lance 
Lee, James TO»d and Robert Jansen. 
Lauderdale House Wateriow Park. 
Highgate «D N6 (01 81 -348 87 1 6) * 
Archway. Tbnight 8pm, £4. cones £3. 


JOHN CALE TRIO Revered Ifefoet 
Underground and solo legend, con- 


: Royal Festival Hall South 
Bank SE1 (0171-960 4242) BR/* 
Waterloo. Tonight 7.30pm, £1 2-£1 5. 


ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE - 
THE WANDERING JEW Pbet, play- 
wrigfat and author Michriene Vtandor 
explores the ways in which the myth 
of the Wandering Jew has developed. 
Voice Box, Royal Festival Hall 
South Bank 5 El (01 77-960 4242) 
BR/* Waterloo. Tbnight 7.30pm. £4, 
cones £2.50. 


BOUM! French music trio move 
seamlessly from Chevalier to Gabs-' 
bourg. The Spitz Commercial Street 
E7 (OJ71-392 9032) Liverpool 
Street. Tbnight 8pm, £7, cones £5.50. 


THE CORRS. PICTURE HOUSE 
Photogenic Irish roots-pop family 
quartet Wembley Arena Empire 
Way. Wembley (0181-902 0902) * 
Wfembley Park. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£1 6.50. 


COMEDY 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- 
teenth Century French Drawings 
Recent acquisitions alongside fa- 
miliar drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
Chinese Silks Brightly coloured 
18th and 19th-century hangings. 
Ends 28 Feb 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the 16th to the early 20th 

century. Tue-Sat I0am-4pm. Sun 
2pm -4pm. ends 21 Mar, free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 


LONDON 

KOOL EDDY’S AT TOOL EDDY’S AT 
146 CHARING CROSS ROAD Big 
Name Comedian Dan Antopolski. 
Long Tom Flynn and the Helpful 
Hevor Lock plus guests. Fri 8.30pm. 
not Dec 25. Jan I. Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 (01 71-733 0904) O Tot- 
tenham Court Road. £3. 


LOUGHBOROUGH 
BLACK STAR LINER Leeds dub crew 
nurtured by the Sounddash label. 
Loughborough Students Union 
Ashby Road (01509-217766) f* 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. ' ’*j - 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk 


THE COMEDY STORE The Best in 
Stand-Up with Simon Fox. Tony 
Burgess, Simon Evans, plus open 
spots, MC John Mann. Tonight 8pm. 
Oxcndon Street. SWl (01426- 
914433/cc 01 71-344 4444)* Pic- 
cadilly Circus. £12. cones £7. 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE Palaver 
Pointings and poems by artist An- 
nette Cbevallier and poet Pauline 
Plummer, created in reponse to 
events in Sierra Leone. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-8pm. Sun 6pm-8pm. ends 20 
Feb. free, Looe Street (01752- 
660060) 


COMEDY TRY OUT NIGHT DOWN- 
STAIRS AT THE KING'S HEAD Eve 
Guthrie, Graham Casey, Matthew 
Walters, Greg Rogers, ibm Dillon, 
Belinda Meniman, David James, 
Harvey Stewart Teresa HeJien.Andy 
Flfrtney Dylan Rymer. Gaz Coley, 
Blade Bart, Neil Saunders, Debbie 
Jamieson. MC Huw Thomas. Tbnight 
8.30pm, Crouch End Hill. N8 (0181- 
340 7028| ©• Finsbury ftric. £4, 
cones €3. 


LONDON 

GINO LUPARI AND FRIENDS Irish 
music with Three Men and a Dos 
member Lupait Bread & Roses 
Manor Street SW4 (0171- 

Common^fonighc 

9pm. £3. cones £1 .50. 


MOSE ALLISON TRIO Whimsical 

singer-pianist from Mississiniri, Pi». 


wi 10171-439 87M)V^n|5^ 


PATRICIA HODGE/STEVE 
R**S / SHEi R| DA N MORLCT S^ 

Pmshcotcd cabaret nw™ j 


nwT TT WIORLEY So- 
ptosbeotod cabaret revue entitled 


SOUTHAMPTON 
JOHN HANSARD GALLERY Strict- 
ly Suburban: Gerard Hevnsworth 
Refreshingly sharp and reckless 
paintings. Tue-Frl 11am-5pm. Sot 
1 1 am-4pm. ends 6 Feb. free. The 
University (01703-592158) 


Clubs 



STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY English 
Roots: Eric Cameron Layers of paint 
surrounding organic objects. 
Displays 1998-9: Partnerships 
and Practice Paintings and ceram- 
ics from the second half of the 
century. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture Jinking St lyes 
with Montserrat in the West Indies. 
Mon-Sat 11am-7pm, Sun 1 lam- 
5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. £3.50. cones £2. 
Porthmeor Beach (01 736-796226) 


BRIGHTON 

PHONIC HOOP AT ENIGMA Star- 
ring Bndmarsh, Ges-E and Mo Mag- 
ic Tonight 10pm-2am. £3. cones £2 
Ship Street (01273-328439) 


LONDON 

SPRAWL AT THE GLOBAL CAFE 


?™«WV1. HI ME GLOBAL CAFE 
Vreira elect rornca and cyber-vis uals 
Tonight 7 30pm-12midnlght. Gold- 


— — . — r ... . fcl , injll lgf 

en Square. WI (01 71-287 2242|« 
Piccadilly Circus. £3. cones £2 


IT’S A LONDON THING AT OP 
TIONS Garage night with lop-name 
scene DJs. Tomghi lOpm-lare 

Kin s«o n io i a i .547 

2048) BR Kingston. £5. cones £3 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/17 



Friday Radio 


V* 



Il Yr ’ 


RADIO 1 

076-9S8MHZ FM ) 

6JO Zoe Bai 9 lOO Simon Maya 
12JOO Kevin Greening. 2LOO Mark 
Raddffa 44)0 Chris Moytea SL45 
Newsbeat GLOO Pete Tong’s Esserv- 
tial Selection. 9 l 0O Judge Jules. 
TLOO Wfestwood - RacSo 1 Rap 
Show: ZjDO Fabio and Graoverider. 
4L00 - 7JQ0 Emma a 

RADIO a 

(88-9Q2MHz FM } 

64)0 Sarah Kennedy. 130 Wake 
Upto Wogan. a30 Ken Bruca 
12JD0 Jimmy Yolbtq. 2jOQ-Ed Stew- 
art 5j05 Des Lynam. 7jOO A Very 
\j British Story. 7-30 Friday Mght Is 
Music NBght. 945 Frankenstein. 

9-30 Listen to the Band tCMKJ 
DsMd Jacobs. 10.30 Sheridan Mor- 
tey. tZjOO Lym Parsons. 4.00 - 
GjOO Lata Sharma. 

RADIO 3 

(902-92.4MHzFM) 

GjOO On Air. 
ftOO Masterworks. 

1030 Artist of the Waek. 
tLOO Sound Stories. See Pick of 
the Day. 

tSLOO Composer of the Wfeek: Pur- 
cel: With Robert King 5: "1693- 1695'. 
Te Deum to D, 2232; The Blessed 
VirgiTs Expostulation. Z196; Inciden- 
tal music ’Abdelazer^ Music for the 
Funeral of Queen Mary, Z860 l 
14)0 Lunchtime Concert. 

2L00 The SBC Orchestras. 

4D0 Music Restored 
445 Music Machine. (R) 

SjOO (n Tuna 

745 Performance on 3. Live from 
Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh, intro- 
. > duced by Geoffrey BaskerviUe Con- 
' ductor Yoav Talmi. Haycto: Symphony 
No 45 in F Sharp minor (Farewell 
845 News from North Britain. Five 
new stories from Scotland 2: ‘Mystic 
Lotus', by Eton Gatforri Great-unde 
Hugh goes to Blackpool and returns 
with a new wife. Her exuberant taste 
to dothes and exotic make-up make 
her a dear winner to her new family^ 
‘black sheep Olympics'. Reader 
Maureen Beattie 
835 Concert, part 2. Bruckner 
Symphony No 4 in E flat (Romantic). 
945 Postscript 5: The Monet Mar- 
ket*. Monet remains one of the most 
bankable of ail artists, with origtoals 
seStog for miffians of pounds and re- 
4 productions decorating everything 
•f' from mouse mate to umbrefes. With 


Pick of the day 


A RELATIVELY tactful medium, 
radio is well suited to stories of 
profound loss such as that of 
Gwyn Jones i right) - the Wblsb 
rugby team captain left, paralysed 
just over a year ago, 13 minutes 
into a match between Cardiff 
and Swansea. Presented by 
another former Welsh captain, 
Eddie Butlec Road to Recovery 
(1130pm R4FM) captures the 
tremendous courage of the 


25-year-old through his own 
stoical, step-by-step account 
of events and the admiring 
comments of friends and family. 

Sound Stories (llarn R3> 
diligently collates the music 
inspired by the character of 
Scheherazade, who staved off 
death for 1001 nights by spinning 
yarns for King Shahrayar, 
starting with Ravel's Asie. 

Dominic Cavendish 



actually from Christieb most recent 
auction of Monet paintings and a 
browse through the Royal Academy Is 
shop, this programme reflects on 
changes in the market tor Monet 
from his day to ours. With excerpts 
With excerpts from Monetls letters 
read by Paul Scofieki 
KLOO Hear and Now. FoSowing 
closely the arrival of the new year 
is the Park Lane Group's annual se- 
ries of concerts featuring young 
artists playing contemporary 
music, traditionally staged to the 
Purcell Room on London's South 
Bank during the first week of Janu- 
ary. Previous programmes reveal a 
veritable whofe who of musical fife - 
and this yearb line-up ranges from 
solo piano via percussion and harp 
to wind quintet Verity Sharp pre- 
sents highlights from the ten con- 
certs. Including performances 
by Pedro Camera (percussion), 
the Marais Ensemble, Chamber 
Domains and the Quartz Saxophone 
Quartet 

tt-30 Jazz Century. Russell 
Davies presents a 52-part history of 
jazz, from its earliest stirrings unto 
the miflennium. 

12j 00 Composer of the week: Rim- 
sky-Kbrsakov. Piers Burton- Page in- 
troduces Rimsky- Korsakov's final 
operatic works. Suite 'Legend of the 
Invisibte City of Kitezh 1 . BBC PO/Ed- 
ward Downes. O vain illusion of glory 
and grandeur (Legend of the Invisi- 
ble City of Kitezh). Boris Christoff 
(bass), PhOhamtonlaANilhelm 
Schuchter. Suite The Golden Cock- 
eref. Russian NO/Mikhail Pletnev. 

IDO - 630 Through toe Night 


RADIO 4 

(92.4 -34.6MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

9jO0 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
SL45 Serial: Iris. 

KLOO NEWS; Womans Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Little and Large: 
tL30 The Oldest Member. 
tZdOO NEWS; You and Yours. 
12L57 Weather. 

LOO The World at One 
130 Puzzle Panel 
2 j 00 NEWS: The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Spoke (R) 
34)0 NEWS; Logged On 
3J30 The We. (R) 

345 This Sceptred isla (R) 

4JJ0 NEWS; Open Book. 

4L30 The Message 

5.00 PM. 

5-S7 Weather. 

6jOO Six O'clock News 
B30 The Ghost of Number Ten 
7 j 00 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Rcw. Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme. 

7.45 Lady Susan Drama: ‘Lady Su- 
san’ by Jane Austen, adapted by 
Lavinia Murray. With Harriet Waiter 
and Maggie Steed Final part 
GLOO NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbieby is joined to Mat- 
lock, Derby, by panellists inducing 
Jackie Ballard MR David Bfunkett, 
Secretary of State for Education; 
and W1 Seif, author and columnist 
845 Letter from America 
ASstair Cooke with another dice of 
Americana 

9D0 NEWS; The Friday Play: 625Y. 
Wally K Daly'S new play totriguingly 
imagines what would happen if a re 


search scientist discovered a gene 
that codd determine a man or a 
womans natural lifespan. With 
Amanda Root, Geoffrey Whitehead 
and John Strickland Director Gor- 
don Housa 

10.00 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Nana Juliet 
Stevenson reads toe final part of 
Emile Zofafe novel 
tLOO NEWS; Late Tackle Eleanor 
Oldroyd and guests take a look at 
the week to sport 
1L30 Road to Recovery. The 
moving story of Gwyn Jones, who 
just over a year ago was captain of 
the Welsh rugby team and soon to 
qualify as a doctor. But after injuring 
his neck to a match he was totally 
paralysed and now feces his most 
daunting challenge - the battle to 
walk again. See Pick of the Day. 
124)0 News. 

12-30 The Late Book: Last Resort 
By Afison Lurie, read by 
Kate Harper Part IQ 
12-48 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service 
5^0 World News. 

5J35 Shipping Forecast 
5L40 inshore Forecast 
5^45 Prayer for the Day. 

5L47 Leisure Update. 

&56 - &00 Whather. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

SL45 - IOwOO An Act of Worship 
124)0 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 • &S7 
Shipping Forecast 1L30 - 64)0 To- 
day in ParSamerrt 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693 909kHz MW) 

GJOO Breakfast 
9 j 00 Nicky Campbell 
124)0 The Midday News. 

LOO Ruscoe and Ca Fi Glover and 
the 5 Live team present five reports 
from toe big news and sports events 
of the day. Inducing Moneycheck, 
and Rs guest in conversion. 

44)0 Drive 
74)0 News Extra 

74)0 Alan Green's Sportsnight Alan 
Green and his stucfio guests discuss 
the weekfe sporting issues. Plus 
news of toe night's Nationwide 
League action and a preview qf the 
weekend todudng England^ latest 
one-day game to the triangular se- 
ries. 

104)0 Late Nfight Liva Insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Inducing Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport TLOO News. TL15 
The Fnancta) World Tonight 
LOO Up Afl NBght 
54)0 - 64)0 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC PM 
(tOQO-IOISMHz FM ) 

64)0 Michael Mappin. 300 Henry 
Kefy. 124)0 Requests: 24)0 Con- 
certo. 3.00 Jamie Crick 6-30 
Newsnight 700 Smooth Classics at 
Seven 800 Evening Concert 
tLOO Alan Maim. 24K) Concerto. < 
34)0 - GJOO Mark Griffiths. 1 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 TJ97- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 
600 Chris Evans. 900 Mark For- 
rest LOO Nick Abbot 44M) Harriet 
Scott 74)0 Wheels of Steel 1L00 
Janey Lee Graca 2JOO - 64M) 

Steve Power. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 130 Meridi- 
an (Books). 24K) The World Today. 
2.30 People and Pcfrtics. 34K) The 
World Today. 3L20 Sports Roundup: 
34)0 World Business Report 345 
Insight. 44M) The World Today. 4430 
Weekend 54)0 The World Today. 

54)0 - 64)0 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 David Ba nks and Nfick Ferrari. 
94K) Scott Chisholm. LOO Lorraine 
KeBy. 2LO0 Anna Raeburn. 34)0 OK 
to Talk. 54)0 The Sports Zona 300 
James Whale. 104)0 Dave Bairettb 
Phone-In with the Midnight Psychic. 
24)0 - 64M) Mfce Dickin 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

64® Mafflda (©96) (B8803) HOO CHd 
Yafler (1957) (26938) 10.00 Shaughnessy 
(096) (45090). 124® After Jrrmy (896] 
(30731). zjoo otd ybow f®57) peawy 
44® Shaughnessy (696) (0445). 6 jOO 
Maflde (1996) (09735). 84® White Marfe 
Button (1995) (94280). 104® Primal Fear 
(1996) (7400953%. 1240 Entertarto g An- 
gels (1998) (373694). 24)5 Ffctersoltha 
Purple Sage (1996) (3400M). 3-45 • 64® 
Breaking In (1989) (61653236) 

SKY MOVEMAX 

WO Undercover Kid (©95) (101683) 94® 
Shootdown (1980) 00272) ftOO Susie Q 
(1995) (8Z716) 14® Undercover Kid (J995) 
09648). 3J00 Shootdown (1988) 079B4) 
54® Suae 0 (1995) (31209) 74® preview 
-(2396) 7.30 UKTop Ten 0735) 84® Ac- 
^Ftun Heroes 070) fL30 Movie Magic 
(9321). 94® BecMis and Butt-Head Do 
America (096) (7560). See Pick of the 
Day. 1030 The Naked Gun 2 M2: the 
Smal of Fear (S91) £8413). t2jOO Vfegas 
Vacation (1997) (330014) L3S ire My Party 
(1995) (450878). 3^25 The Protector (1997) 
(B50764 54® • TOO Vbgas Vacation 
(897) (199651 
SKY CMEMA 

44® Speflbound (845) 0618700) 64® 
tane (840) (7096613). 84® The Black 
Wtodmfl (t9a) (7T71358). 104® North Dal- 
las Forty (J9755 (69B648) tLOO Tb Live 
and Die In LA (865) (B3542T7). 155 The 
Park Past (848) (914530521 345 The CK- 
rectors (8489781). 445 Sherlock HOtoies 
and the Scarlet daw (®42) (2203217). 545 
CtoseOi 


PICK of the Day 


NOBODY COULD ever accuse 
Beavis and Butt-head, the 
oikish cartoon teenagers, of 
refinement. But for all their 
vulgarity, the young MTV bead- 
bangers are oddly compelling 
characters - you keep watching 
if only to see what new level of 
depravity they will sink to next 
In Mike Judge’s suitably loud 
feature-film, Beavis and Butt- 
bead Do America <9pm Sky 
Maviemax) , showing for the 
first time on satellite tonight, 


an awesome weapon fells into 
the hands of the gruesome 
twosome. 

All the way from child star to 
grand old man, Stevie Wander has 
more or less managed to hold 
onto his street cred (well draw 
a discreet veil over ‘'Ebony and 
Ivory”), His varied career- which 
encompasses such classics as 
“Sir Duke” and “Master-blaster" 
- is reviewed in The Greatest 
Hits of — (lpm VH-i). 

James Rampton 


yjgk^f’ ^ 


64® CtoaeG. 64® A River Runs through It 
(I9aq (13489735) 84)5 The Madness of 
King George (894) (2843162$ &55 The 
Makng erf Betty Blue (4990648). KL20 
Betty BkJB (886) (3428193®. L20 Beauti- 
fui Thing (B9Q (3831410). 2-50 Jamon Ja- 
mon (TOZ) (6283205). 4420 • 64® Ltfa Is 
Sweet (890) (6416149). 

j DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

44® Rax Hunt (163898). 44® Vtekarb 
Mtorld (162780^. SJOO FlgWfino 0008984). 
5-30 Hfetoryte timing Points (1641463).' 
64® Aniro^ Doctor (1648396)- 630 Eye 
on Ihe Reef (2035006). 130 Beyond 2000 
(1626530). 84® Outback Adventures 
(TO0396). 8-30 Uncharted Africa 009603). 
94® Roler Coaster (90141381 104® Tbp 
Banana (9017261). 1L00 Waapons of Wbr 
(tt33777). 124® Bodyguards (3555149^ 
LOO hfistoryte Tuning Points (473716^ 

130 Flflhflre 022285^ 24® Ctosa 


SKY (ME 

74® Count Duckula (4T735) Z30 Chris 
Evans (B8826). 8-30 Holywood Squares 
(14532) 94® Saly Jessy Raphael (24629). 
104® Oprah Winfrey (59754) ttOO Qjfttyl 
(39990) 124® JemyJorws (82667) 100 
Mad about Vtou (4000®. 130 Jeopardy 
(42803) 24® Saly Jessy Raphael (00236) 
34® Jwry Jones (77025) 4JJ0 Guityl 
(56532) 54® Star Trek; Deep Space 
Mne (3171) 64® Married with CHtten 
(371^ 630 Friends (4483) 74® The 
Simpsons (4700) 730 The Simpsons 
(3957)84® Beat the Crusher (57V34) 

94® UFDs Above a nd Beyond (879 90) 
104® Cops (97377) tUJO Friends (57261) 
1130 Star Trek: Deep Space Mne (29396) 
1230 Hghlander (14588) 130 - 74® 

Long Play (5602168). 

SKY SPORTS 1 

630 Futures In Sport (61025) 74® Sky 
Sparta Centre (3594993) T35 WWF Super- 
stars (^19445) 845 Sports Centre 
(493864 830 Racing Nsms (43241) 94® 
Aerobics (90551) 930 Vourie or Sky 
Sports (34-483) 104® What a Weekend 
(52377) 1030 Trans World Sport (5496-t) 
1130 European Tour Golf (8628G3) 230 
Foottel League (HW) 34® Rug^iy (8025) 
44® Trans World Sport (96532) 54® Fut- 
bol Mundbl (946^.530 What a Weekend 
(5990) 64® Sports Centre (13990) 74® 
Etropean tbir Gotf (99248S0 KM® Sports 
Centre (22087) 114® Hold the Back Page 
(76445) 124® Sports Centre (20014) 100 
WWF Baw 05M3) 34® Hold the Back 


page (34149) 44® Sports Centre (69323) 
54® - 64® Motorcycfog (96255) 

SKY SPORTS 2 * 

74® Aerobics (9498TW) 730 Sports Cerv 
Ire (9992350) TAS Racing News 
(0052464) 8aSWhal a Weekend 
(8730377) 6-45 Sports Centre (9800551) 
94® Tight Lines (4548938) KUW Ice 
Hockey (£034193) 1230 Rug£jy (5396377) 
130 Tight Unas (5397006) 230 SLrvtval 
(4817984) 34® Ice Hockey (284532) 

530 Wxld Sport (4811700) 64® Moto- 
piUS (4818613) 630 H20 (4905193) 74® 
Friday MgW Footbal (7199445) 104® 

FOrd Gaff USA (2513532) 124® Cricket 
South Africa vs Wtest Indes (607B83C^ 

2JOO Sports Centre (4385656) 34® H20 
(9107033) 330 - 100 Cricket (2107859) 
SKY SPORTS 3 

1130 Futures to Sport (B2934803) 124® 
Survival (70264716) 1230 h&ictat South 
Africa v West tndes (52577990) 44® 

World Sport (42428377) 430 Cricket 
South Africa vs Wfesl tides (S77B0532) 
84® Motorcycling (4080193) 94® Mdto- 
pfcjs (62953938) 930 H20 (6885620^. 
104® WWF Raw ^2937990 124® Oosa 

EUROSPORT 

730 Caron Ice (9T70Q) 84® Sid Jurplng 
(444C). 830 Luge (B49S7) 94® A^lne 
Sking (68087) 1030 Alpine Sking (25006) 
US® A(fAie SkBng (65822) 1230 Batflon 
(77667) 24® Tennis (5643735) 630 Foot- 
ball Gaa Cup FisyenocHd vs DorlnuKl 
P780^ 830 Alpine SWng (2551) 94® 


Bowing (47396) 104® Terete (40483) 

114® Ptayfife (91629) H30 Yoz Action 
(63754)1230 0068 

UK GOLD 

74® Crossroads (1333975) 730 Neigh- 
bours (9811754) 735 EastEnders (1679613) 
830 The Bi (8100464) 94® The BD 
(8191716) 930 The House of EBott 
(2140919) 1030 Rhoda (80T77O0) HOO 
Dates 16515735) 1155 Neighbours 
C9B394483) 1235 EastEnders (7218087) 
100 Jtfct Bravo (4680648) 24® Dates 
(1720396) 235 The Bfl (1160613) 335 
The B* (B4532B0) 335 EastEnders 
(3t5nS3) 430 Rhoda (£29261) 54® All 
Creatmes Great and Small (1192377) 64® 
Dynasty (4597984) 74® 2potot4 Children 
(9444006) 740 It Aint Half Hoi, Mm 
(1543754) B30 The Ybs. Mrtaer 
(3333716) 94® The rite Blue Line 
(4440261) 9-40 Knowing Me, Knowing 
Mao* with Alan Partridge (3868984) 1030 
Ruby Wax Meets- GoHe Hawn (293980$ 
HOO The B8 (6348829) 1130 The Bi 
(3370238) 124® Dr Who OmnCbus 
(635476?) 230 Old Grey Whistle Hast 
(1182323) 34® - LOO Shopping (2364120) 

LIVING 

64® riny and Crew (49483193) 630 
Robert (29368280) 630 Johnson 
(64174396) 6^45 riny Tales (17428613) 

630 Pdka Dot Shorts 07512000. ZOO 
Parenting (5872648) 74J5 Bubble (5856629) 
730 Caiou (5779822) Z35 Bug Alert 
(682635^. 735 Parenting (8390W) 84® 


Barney (258003) 830 riny Tates (7016171) 
835 riny and Crew (8394984) 830 Par- 
enting (9976TO) 94® Diet Show (2504754) 
930 Roseanne Show (3438342) 104® 
Jerry Springer (6366087) 1030 Maury 
Povlch (5013754) 1140 Living Issues 
(569M396) 1240 Ansnal Rescue 
(74BB2B1) 12 jW Rescue 911 (1322364^. 
HO Special Babies (23581087) 140 Be- 
yond Belef (79156358) 240 LA Law 
(319548^. 340 Living Itoorn (7021464) 
44® Mchael Cole (4625087) 430 Roton- 
ds (6409241) &40 Ready Steady Cook 
(7359754) 645 Jerry Springer (1547483) 
74W Rescue 911 (4737193) 735 Aramal 
Rescue (904780) 84® Murder Cal 
(7095984)94® Fim; Dying to Love Vbu 
(199^ (7098071) HOO Sex Life Down Un- 
der (3158984) 124® Ctosa 

TNT 

94® WCW Mlro on TNT (28804416) 1135 
WCW Thunder (88367087) 145 Brotherly 
Lore (S69) (13444781) 345 The Wanetten 
Affair (1967) (78043507) 54® CtoseQ. 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

74® CLietesa (4342) 730 Qace under 
Fre (5938) 84® Roseanne (8990) 830 
Newsradto (5025) 94® CytXB (92358) 

93Q Vic RaavasT (897964) 1030 Jack 
Dee (2509735) H30 Larry Sanders 
(49803) 124® David Lettennan (28658) 
-too Taxi (34138) 130 The Critic (42697) 
24® Dr Katz (21965) 230 Soap (57812) 
34® Wings (85014) 330 Nghtstand 
04052) 44® Close: 

GRANADA PLUS 

64® Wrtfte These VtfaJte (9269209) 74® 

On the Buses (9743223) Z30 Doctor in the 
House (1*49808) 84® Thatte My Boy 
£4TH74)830 Up the Garden Path 
0410445) 94® Coronation Street 
(5434Q25) 930 Emmerdale (8088613) 
104» thtoysorrietfteg (9644275) 110O 
Hawal Five-0 044441ED 124® Coronation 
Street (5414261) 1230 E mmer dale 
0162629) 100 Nearest and Dearest 
(1656144) 130 Agony 0O817OC) 24® tftir- 
tysomaftteg (625B73S) 34® Uwe Boat 
(7104990) 44® The Saint (7123025) 54® 
Hawai Fivb- 0 0154803) 64® Brimerdale 
(9275789) 630 Coro na tion Street 
0219101) 74® Mssion: Imposstoto 
0463342) 84® rile Lore Boat (5545990) 
94® Coronation Street (7129209) 930 
The Comedorts 0175193) 104® The Jok- 
erts Wid 046B9Q) 1030 Ho^nb Heroes 
(5431938) HOO As Grsiada Men & Mo- 
tors until 200 am (4190643) 24® Oosa. 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 LONDON & SE except: 

630 NewsSne 030 003) 

B8C1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON & SE except: 

235 Luch Is Famh (Mouse and Mole) 
(8674342) 34® Oram agus Rannan 
(Song and Rhyme) (9608700) 340 
Radnalg Post (Postman Pat) (9604984) 
6.00 News (551). 630 Reporting Scot- 
land; Weather 003) «L25 Friday „ , 
Sportscene (171483). 10^5 Fanr Pol- 
tergeist: An American suburban family 
plays host to malevolent visitors from 
the spirit work! Steven Splefcergfc scary 
ghost story (he produced, and co-wrote 
/ toe script) strfces a neat balance be- 
tween playful humour and terrifying ef- 
fects - expertly marshalled by 
schlock- honor dreetor Tobe Hooper, 
whose subsequent career went down 
the tubes. With Craig T. Nelson, JoBelh 
Wlffiams, Beatrice Straight, Dominique 
Dunne and Heather OTfourke 
(79882613) 12.40 The Stand-Up Show 
0661255) MO The Big End (7385TW). 
140 Joins 88C News 24 (62500385) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 LONDON ft SC except: 

630 Wales today (803) 


ANGLIA 

As Carlton except- 1230 Anglia 
News (8788735) LOO Save Vbtrr Bacon 
(93174) 3.20 Angte News arid Weather 
(2796377) 540 Shortiand Street 
0557826) 64® Home and Away 
(935464) 635 Anglia News (532700) 
1030 AngSe News and Weather 
(730613) «L40 Ptratfl TV (7161568) 
105 FBm: The World Is Fift of Maided: 
Ad man Anthony FrancJosa cheats on 
his wife She plays the same game. 
Tawdry jetsetting aax drama with 
woeful performances. Jackie Colins 
wrote the book and the screenplay Men 
(923149) 230 The Haunted Fishtank 
(9533588) 345 New Baywalch 
(4383762) 44»5 Trisha (4072174) 54® 
Coronation Street (40830) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and Wbather 0786735) 14® 

Wish You Were Hare-.? (93174) 320 
Central News (2796377) 540 Shortland 
street (5557826) SM News; Whether 
(433193) 64® Home and Away 

(935464) G£& Central News and 
weather (532700) 104® Central News 
and Weather (730610) 44® Job finder 
(1954641) 5-20 Asian Eye (4942101) 


HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 10.30 rite 
Morning (24945919) 1245 HTV News 
and Weather (9162087) 100 Wish You 
Were Here-? (93174) 3-20 HTV News 
(2796377) 540 A Country Practice 
(5557826) 64® Home and Away 
(935464). 6-25 Wales Tonight 032700) 
10 JO HTV News (730613) 1140 We 
Can Work It Out (7461586) 105 F3m: 
The World is Full ol Married Men 
(923149) 2.40 The Haunted Fishtank 
(9533588) 345 New Baywalch 
(4383762) 4.05 Trisha (4072174) 54® 
Coronation Street (40830) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Httios excepts LOO Short- 
land Street (93171) 6-25 HTV West 
Wbather (2 70 272) 640 The West 
Tonight (341) 12-40 Pirate TV (7461588) 
540 To Be Announced 00658) 
MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10.30 This 
Morning (24945919) 1245 Meridian 
News and Weather (9162087) LOO 
Shortland Street (93174) 340 Meridian 
News and Weather (2796377). 540 
Home and Away 0557B26) 5-37 The 
Listings 066622) 5-40 News; Weather 
(433193) 84® Meridian Torught (t©T9) 


1040 Meridian News and Weather 
(730613) 12^*0 Rrate TV (7451588) 
14)5 FBm: The World is Ful ot Married 
Men (923149) 2.40 The Haunted Fish- 
tank (9533588) 345 New Baywalch 
(4383762) 44)5 Trisha (4072174). 54® 
Freescrean (40830) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10-30 rite 
Morning (94945919). 1245 Westcountry 
News (9162087) 1227 Hkxntoations 
(6796754) LOO Westcountry Update 
(93174) 3.20 westcountry News and 
Weather (2796377) 64)0 Westcountry 
Live (11819) 10-30 Westcountry News 
(730613) 12^40 Pirate TV (7461588) 
105 FUm: The World Is Fua of Married 
Man (923140) 2-40 The Haunted Fish- 
tank (9533588) 345 New Baywatch 
(4383762) 4.05 Trisha (4072121) 54® 
Coronation Street (40830) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 12.20 

Calendar News and Weather (6788735) 
LOO Emmerdale (93174) 0j2O 
Gatendar News Headfties (2796377) 
5^40 News; Weekend Weather 
(710754) &S5 Calendar (370377). 6J30 
Tortighi (241) 11130 Calendar News and 
weather (730613) 


TYNE TEES 

As ItoriuNre except: 12.20 North 
East News 0788735) 3.20 North East 
News (2796377) 5^5 Wbather 
053358) 6.00 North East Tonight 
(11919) 10.30 North East News (730613) 
S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 94® Ysgo- 
fion/Schoote (10647735) 124)0 Be- 
witched (0383648) 12-30 Sesame 
Street (38378822) 14® Planed Plant 
(47705025) 130 Web (34120938) 135 
Film: The Wrong Man* 02894990) 4.30 
Dishes (56073648) 54® Planed Plant 
(22832498) 54® Countdown 
(56884700) 6.00 NewyrkSon 
09936990) 640 Heno (95645087) 

74)0 PoboJ y Cwm (46232254) 7.30 
Newytftion (560W377) 84® Gefn 
Gwtad (30937062) 84® Y Clwb Rygbi 
(41282759) 54® Pawb a'i Fam 
(10625862) 104® Brookskle 
04825990) 1035 Frasier (67737193). 
1105 Eurotrash (26161795) 12-40 
Streolmate 06456101) 140 4 Later The 
Divine David Presents (26987472). 145 
4 Later Bu r l e sque Beauties (23107675) 
2.15 Expk>lt8a9e (30988033) 2-25 
FUm; Tbaseraroa (78330439) 3415 FBm: 
Snowbound* (87237675) 540 Ctosa 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAJM 


AS MENTIONED briefly on Wednes- 
day, following just two rounds of play 
on Saturday and Sunday the play- 
ers at Wijk aan Zee bad a rest day. 
Rather odd, you may think; but in 
fact this ‘Test” consisted of 13 five- 
minute games in the annual Wijk 
aan Zee blitz tournament 

Everybody took part apart from 
Shirov, who withdrew at the last mo- 
ment and was replaced by Manuel 
Bosboom - a manic attacking player 
very dangerous both to his oppon- 
ents and himself; Indeed it was 
Bosboom who scored the onfy vic- 
j tory against the runaway tourna- 
ment winner; Gary Kasparov. 

Kasparov clearly means busi- 
ness at Wijk. He dominated the 
blitz tournament, winning nine of the 
13 games to take the first prize of 

5,000 guilders with a round to spare, 
ending up on 10.5/13, dear of Anand 
and Ivanchuk 9, Kramnik 8.5, Ivan 
Sokolov 8, Svidler and Topalov 6.5, 
Kasim dzhanov 6, Piket and Bos- 
boom 55, Timm an 5, Van Wely 4.5, 
Rc inderm an 3.5 and Yermolinsky 
just 3. 

In this first-round game, 
Kasim dzhanov set up a reasonable 
position with the so-called Maroczy 
bind pawn structure characterised 
by the e4 and c4 pawns against 
Black's fianchettoed king's bishop. 
But Kasparov was very active and 
the attempt to punish him with 19 
b4? in the diagram - rather than 19 
Rbl or 19 Qbl, say - misfired badly. 
Kasimdzhanov’s idea was to win the 
exchange alter 20 ...Nc6 21 Qxa5 
Nxaa 22 Nb6. This isn't too dean but 
Kasparov's queen sacrifice 20 
...Nxd5! was even better. 

Kasparov emerged with approx- 
imate material equality - a rook, a 
minor piece and a pawn for the 
queen. But here both of his minor 
pieces, especially the inviolable 
knight on c5, were better than 
White's knight, he had play against 


± 








White's weakened queenside 
pawns, his own pawn structure was 
excellent, and above aD, bis tong was 
quite safe. In the absence of targets 
a queen is pretty useless and 
Kasimdzhanov was dispatched 
effortlessly. 

White: Rustam Kasimdzhanov 
Black: Gary Kasparov 
W(jk aan Zee Blitz 1999 
Sicilian 4 Qxd4 


1 e4c5 

23 Kxfl Rdc7 

2NBd6 

24 Nf4 e€ 

3 d4 cxd4 

25g3h5 

4 Qxd4 a6 

26 Ng2 Bd4 

5 c4 Nc6 

27 Rdl e5 

6Qd2g6 

28 Qb4 Etc6 

7 Nc3 BhG 

29a5R8c7 

8 Qc2 Bg7 

30Ke2Ne6 

9Be3 NfB 

31 Rclb5 

10 Be2 0-0 

32 axb6 Rxb6 

11 0-0 Bg4 

33 Qa4 Kg7 

12 Radi Nd7 

34 Ne3 Bxe3 

13b3Kc8 

35 Kxe3 Nc5 

14a4Qa5 

36 Qa5 Rb3+ 

15 Nd4 Bxe2 

37 Ke2 Rcb7 

16 Ndxe2 Nc5 

38 Rc2 Ne6 

17f3Rfo8 

39 Rd2 Nd4+ 

18 Nd5 Rd7 

40 Rxd4 exd4 

(see diagram) 

41 Qxa6Re3+ 

19 b4? Nxb4 

42 Kfl Rbl+ 

20 Qd2 Nxd5! 

43 Kg2 Rb2+ 

21 Qxa5 Nxe3 

44 Kh3 Ree2 

22 Rbl Nxfl 

45 Kh4 Kh6 0-1 


jspeelman@compuserve.com 


Bridge 

Alan hiron 


WEST MADE only one mistake on 
this deal (an expensive one!). The 
oddity was that there were two 
quite distinct reasons for him to 
have avoided his error - either of 
which should have been enough on 
its own... 

South opened 1 no-trumps (12-14 
points) and North explored with a 
Stayman Two Clubs. On hearing 
his partner's denial of Two Dia- 
monds, he went on to the no-trump 
game and West led 05 (fourth 
highest) against 3 no-trumps. East 
won with his ace and returned the 
queen. West looked at this for some 
while - should he overtake and 
clear the suit? Eventually he de- 
cided against doing so; he reasoned 
that (a) this might give declarer his 
ninth trick and tb) his partner 
might have a third diamond anyhow, 
when the contract would go two off 
Now, without the overtake, it was 
easy for declarer to drive out *A 
and land his contract 

There were, as l said, two strong 
counter-arguments to West’s rea- 
soning. First, he had dearly for- 
gotten the bidding! Remember, 
South (unless he was in the habit 
of ad-libbing with his Stayman 


Love all; dealer South 
North 
♦AQ5 
VKJ9 7 
0103 
4QJ95 
t East 


♦ 10S64 
<TS53 
0 A Q 
*8642 


West E 

♦ 97 3 4 

<?104 2 S 

OK 9 85 2 < 

*A7 4 

South 
♦ KJ2 
^AQ6 
OJ764 
♦K 103 


responses) had denied a four-card 
major. This meant that he could 
make at most seven tricks in the 
major suits and one diamond would 
not be enough. Secondly; if East had 
indeed started with OAQx, surely 
he would have played his queen on 
the first round? This would have 
been a completely standard play, 
designed to make it difficult, if not 
impossible, for declarer to hold up 
with OKxx 


Concise Crossword 


N o.3826 Friday 22 Januaiy 





ACROSS 

I Sound made by horse (5) 

4 Chinese dynasty (4) 

8 Shoe repairer (7) 

9 Gather (5) 

10 Cereal (4) 

I I Northern species of ruminant 
( 8 ) 

12 Devastated (6-7) 

15 Shapeless (8) 

17 Drawback (4) 

20 Respite (3-2) 

21 Centre of cell (7) 

22 Liberate (4) 

23 British private soldier (5) 


DOWN 

1 Vfcrdi opera (7) 

2 Lazy (4) 

3 Conker (5-8) 

4 Reddish-purple (7) 

5 Relative (5) 

6 Mark left by wound (4) 

7 Trapped (6) 

12 Perplex (6) 

13 Astronomical event (7) 

14 Leather works (7) 

16 Moving arm (5) 

18 Sudden wind (4) 

19 Worthless people (4) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


15 Rasm, 17 Upset, IS Omen, |1 Trim. 


Vkalion, 13 Generous, 
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